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APPENDIX. 



Smithsoniax Institution, 
^ Wasliifigtofiy January 1 , 1S50. ' 

StR: 1 havB the honor to transmit to yo«> in compliance with the diity 
assigned me, the following report upon the public libraites of the United 
States, prepared in accordance with tke plan of rendering the Sniilhsoniau 
Institution a centre of bibliographical knowledge. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. (J.JEVVETT, 
Librarian of ilve SmifiisardoH litstUutwu. 
*ro Joseph Henry, I<L. D., 

Secretary ^ ike Sr/Uihs^nian Institution. 



prelimicJary remarks. 

Books constitiUe a large element of thtj intellectual wealth of a nation. 
On the shelves of publishers and venders they are an indication of exist- 
ing demand^ and an earnest of usefulness. Not are they idle even 
there. The shops of booksellers have, frcmi early timeSj beew the favorite 
tesorts of men of tetters. Their contents are, for pnrposes of reference, 
more accessible thaif those of most libraries. 

Collections of books for private libraries are also of great public interest. 
The proprietor of each derives from it hi« own means of teaching 
the public. Not only so; private collections are generally made tor 
specific pinposes, and are — each in some particular branch of knowledge — 
Rs complete as the means of the proprietor wilt allow. The learning, bib- 
liographical skilly and resources of tlie collector have been limited to 
some one object, and that he has f>ursued to it^ utmost extent. He hais 
thus formed a complete library ki one department. The aggregation of 
' such libraries woiild constitute a complete universal library. These col- 
lections generally become, sooner or later, parts of public collections: such 
, is commonly the wish of the scholars who form them. Therefore, the 
[ community may be allowed to watch — so far as they can without intni- 
t siveness— such private accumulations, with interest and satisfaction • In 
' this country, moreover, a narrow and exclusive spirit among book collect* 
j T)rs is almost unknown. Gathering for use, and with an appreciating 
I spirit, they are not disposed to debar others from the treasures which they 
^ possess. n:ie liberality of proprietors of large collections of books in tlqs 
country is remarkal>l&, and I l>elieve unparalleled. 

But our present object is not to describe private ooilections. The cen- 
sus board, with an enlightened regard lor the interests of letters, have in- 
cluded books, in both public and private libraries exceeding one thousand 
■ volumes, amo4ig the objects to be enumerated. Mr. John K. Bartlett, be- 
* fore his appointment to the important post which he now holds upon t'* 
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Mexican boundary commission, had made considerable progress in pro- 
curing from the proprietors of the most valuable private collections such 
accounts of their literary treasures as Would be of public importance, and 
such as they were willing to have pririted. These notes will not be lost, 
though the publication of them is. deferred. 

Our immediate concern is with public libraries. It is unnecessary to 
seek for an exaot^ definition of the word public in this connexion. I 
mean by it libraries which are accessible — either without restriction, or 
upon conditions with which all can easily cornply — to every person \s^ho 
\^ishe$ to use thern for th^ir appropriate putposes* In thib dc^rfee I be- 
lieve it may be said that ill libraries in this 6ottiitry, which are' ri6t pri- 
vate property, (and indee^ many \^hicli are private prijpcirty,) are public 
libraries. ' 

Of these libraries I havie endeavored to collect slich histbrical, statisti- 
cal, arid descriptive notices as would be of general interest; together with 
such special details as would be beneficial to those who are engaged in the 
organization and care of similarestablishmehts. 

No person who will consider the vast^xtent of the field to besutveyed, 
the tedious process by which mo.<t of the informati0n is to be collected — 
namely, by circular letters and private correspondence— the difficulty in 
this busy land of getting any one to fiunish.minute information on such 
subjects, the antiquated statistics, on these matters, which survive all 
other changes, in gazetteers and geographie», and the fact that there is 
nowhere in this country a full collection of books and pamphlets relating 
to the local affairs of the several towns and Counties of the different States — 
no one who will consider these things, and remember that this is but one 
of the topicg of inquiry to which I was required to devote my attention, 
arid that, by the other duties of my office, I was prevented from visiting; 
most of the libraries which I wished to describe, will be surprised if he 
should find that, in some instances, these accounts are not so full nor so 
accurate as could be desired. 

The publication of theri), in their present state, is considered a step 
riecessary to their completion and perfection. Copies will be distributed 
to librarians and others interested in these matters, and all persons who 
riiay receive the work are earnestly requested to furnish corrections, ad- 
ditions, and suggestions for a second edition. It is hoped that within a 
few years materials niay be obtained for accurate accounts, embracing all 
historical facts of importance with reference to every library and every iri- 
stitution possessing a library in this country; and including the history 
arid statistics, with a description of the bibliographical and scientific 
treasures of each. 

The present notices rdate almost exclusively io libraries. When the U- 

'brary forms but a departriierit (it may be a comparatively small one) of an 

in&tiiution, it has n6t b^en the aim to give anything more of the history 

of such institution than was necessaiy to illustrate the formation, position 

or prospects, of the library. 

It was at first intended to lirrjit these notices to the answers obtained to 
the questions of a circular letter.* Many of the circulars have, however, 

^The following is a copy of the circular ktter: 

1 hfi foilowh)^ questions have been prepared in order to collect as accurate statielics as pdl* 
•sible of the various public libraries in the United Statet*: ^ , 

1. By >vhat name is the library legally designated? 2. When was it founded? 3. What number 



6 [ 120 ] 

{ei^sdaed to this time unanswe^];ed ; others were filled up hastily, ^n(jl 
gsive but a i^eagre ^tccount of the collections; others, again, ^Irriply re- 
^nced to some sources from which authientic det?iiis inight be gathered. 
i^ order to give anything like completeness b,r uhifprmity to the notices, 
it was found necessary to re write them, and to seek ^4ditiprial informa- 
^on from all available sources. When the libranaa's naipe is .giyen in 
CQiine? ion with an artiqle, it is an indication that the principal mcts wjerei 
derived from his answers to the (jueries. Whep the facts have been ^- 
the^ed from other sources, the authorities have, for tl^e most part, ^ei^^ 
named. ''' ' ' . *" '"■'.•"• 

it is to be rggretted that these statistiCsS do not all rjefer to exactly ^h^i 
^^tae d^ite. Theiy were intended to Tepi:esent the conditipn of the libraries 
^t the micldle of the yeagr 1^49; put \vhen retur^is were not r^acie,' add it 
W'as necessary to take the best accounts at hand, th^se frequently rel?^t6^ 
^ a tiipe several year^ past. 

Ppiibdess many libraries^ mon; irnportaut thajti ^ome which s^re m^iti; 
tioned in these notices, h$ive b^n oyerlppked. The pmii^sipn is unln- 
lentipna^. tt has been .utterly impossible to colleoi, at'oin,ce, full an^ 
reli£tble accounts of aft the libraries, small arid large ^ in the cb^ntrjr^ 
TThis I>^bliQatio^ will make known pur yrish ^o gather all fects vprthy of 
record respecting every one Pf thein;' and, i^i coiiforrnity with thi? P»^Qi 
yp wpuid lespi^ctfuUy and jea^rnestry soliQit from thegUardiap^ qi librariei 
pot ipeutipnied here, or oif which the acQpunts ^re incorrect or iu 'a|iy 
way iinsatisfectpry, to furnish ps with the means of improving the^prk 
?Qr a second editipn. We would direct attentioa particularly to the fcjl- 
Ipwiiig^ points: 

1. The number of volumes of printed books as they stand upon th^ 
shelves; the number of pamphlets; the number of manuscripts, in the 
form of works intended for publication, or of letters, &c.; the number of 
maps and charts; of loose engravings; of sheets of music unbound, and 
of bound books of music; the number of coins and medals, pictures, 
busts, &c., po&sessed by the institjitipn on the 1st of January, 1851. 

2. The expenditure for books, and the number of books purchased, 
during the year ending December 31, 1850. 

3. The number of boo|l:3 lent out, also the number used in the library 
i^ms, during the sa^me periog. 

4.' Impprtant facts not already given with reference to the histpfy of thf 

• . . ... 

of vQluines does it cpntaii)? ^. Has it colle9tioiis of manuscripts, maps and eharts, music, enffrit* 
▼ingps, medals, coiniij etc ? If^so, ploise to state the numbeFof ^i'ticleis of ei'ch description. S'.ill^ 
the numbers, giveain repljr to the last turo qtieatiohs, ascertained by actually cpuntini^ the vblV 
miiA8 afi.4 aitides, or are th^yirpm a conjectural esttniate? 6. >yhat has been they^eai^lv average 
Auoabpr of Voldme^ added to t^e library for the last teii years? 7. What has been tne vearUr 
avvrage expehdhot^ for tke pur<iha8^ 6f books? l3.' li there a permanent* f(!ibd fbr ^the lncrea^e 
of tpe libm^3^ If so, ho v lare^'ia it, and what sum does it yield annually? 9. JIow many anA 
Muit o^^sevs fu:e em^oy^d? w hat are the names and address of t[)e present ofjlcers? ,lO. Hf^ ft 
baildiD£ been erected expressly fur' the Ubrary? if so, when, ot* what material, and at what ex,- 
pSwe?'^ il. Wliat aire tile dithen^ic^hs, and what is the ground plan, of the libraiy bull'din^ or 
tooiui^ 12. A.re the t)ooks arranged on the shelves according to subjects, or on some other sys- 
tete? 13. Is there a printed eatable of the library? If so, when was it printed, aiid ^hat is it^ 
sSzi, and tK't niithber of pages? ' If more than one, what is the date of each?' 14. How often 
is the library opehed, and how long is it kept open each timf ? 15- Who are entitled to the use 
of the library, and on what terms? 16. Are books lent out to read? If so, how many afe 
taken out annually? 17. What is the yearly average number of persons consulting the library 
vithout taking away bookb? 18. Have the books been injured at any time by insects? 19. Is 
there any' regulAtion by which books may be lent by courtesy (o persona at a distance? If so, 
vhatiaii? 
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library, arid the institution with which the library is connected. In this 
place we would also beg leave, on behalf of the Smithsonian Institution^ 
to solicit for its library the gift of books, paniphlets, or articles, printed or 
written, relative to the history, condition, or prospects of every literary, 
scientific, and educational establishment in the country j with catalogues 
(old as well as new) of all libraries; annual and triennial catalogues of 
colleges and high schools j and documents relating to conjmon schools, 
Sanday schools, itc. It is highly important to have upon our shelves the 
means of tracing the progress of education in this country in the history 
of schools, colleges^ and libraries,, from their foundation to t];ie present 
time. Such a collection would be peculiarly appropriate in a central in- 
stitution like this. Nothing pertaining to the subject should be thought 
too insignificant to be sent. Everything will find its place, and, we may 
safely say, will one day be useful. 

5. It would be interesting to have a description, or at least a list,, of aH 
remarkably rare and curious books or manuscripts which the library may 

Essessj, and we would ask particularly for an account, as minute as may 
convenient, of all riianuscripts relating to the early l^istory of | this 
country* 

To those who have contributed information for this work I beg leave to 
^ present my sincere thanks. I have heretofore spoken of th^ articles con- 
tained in the ^^Serapeum'* for 1846, from the pen of Hermann E. Lude- 
wig, esq., of New York, on the libraries of America, as the fullest and 
most correct account of them that had been published. His was the 
work of a »pioneer. It was faithfully done, and 1 most cheerfully 
acknowledge my obligations to him for the assistance which I have de- 
rived from his researches •* 

MAINE. ' 

State Lihrmy — about 9,0()0 vo&.— Founded 1836. The average yearly 
increase is about 500 volumes. f*rom 1840 to 184T, the annual appropria- 
tion for the purchase of books was $300j for 1848, $400; for 1849, 
$400. One of the rooms of the State House (50 feet by 30) is appropriated 
to the library. It is fitted up with alcoves on two sides — twelve in all. 
Three catalogues have been printed — the first (60 pages 8vo.) in 1839; 
the second (105 pages 8vo.) in 1843; the third (120 pages 8vo.) in 184&. 
Another is in preparation. During the sessions of the legislature the 
library is open from 8 a. m. to 6 p. ra. Books may be taken from the 
•library by the governor, members o( the council, senate, house of repre- 
isentatives, heads of departments, judges of the courts, secretary and 
linecnbers of the board of education, and the superintendent of the insane 

^ ■ ■ ■ ■ ^ ■ ■ — -'■ — ^*- ■ " ■ ■ Ml— I I I. 1^1 ■ Mil ■■■ ■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ I I I ■ ■■»^^-l I ■ a ■■■ .^ >■ M ■■ ■■ ■■! I I ■ ■■■■■ M _ a ■■ I ■ ■■■!■■ ■■(* m ^ .. I W » ■ n m I WIM^^^^I^ 

* These notices were brought up to January, 1850, at whi«h time they were presented t6 jLbe 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institutiqn. As the printing has been delayed fora year, I have 
added to them such facts as di^ring the interval have come to my knowledge. These additions 
improve the notices in fulinees and accuracy ; btit they give them a fragmentary character, which 
could only be avoided by rewriting many of ihem^-a task which waa net consistent with mj 
4Qther duties. 

C* C* 4« 
' January, 1851. 
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Hospital. Th^ privilege to the members of the legislature, board of edttca*' 
lion and its secretary, is limited to the time they may be in session. No 
law books, (excepting those of the State of Maine^) nor books presented 
by the United States, or any other State, or received through Vattemare's 
exchange, can be taken frdm the library except for the use of the two 
iiouses, and the committees, at the committee-rooms, during their session. 
•ProbaWy 2,500 persons consult the library each year. Ezra B. Ftench> 
of Damariscotta, Secretary of State atid ea; offii^ librarian; Abner Oakes, 
ot Sangerville, assistant librarian. 

BANGOH. 

Theohgical Semin&ry L^aries-^l ,500 t?o&.-^The Theological Semi- 
«ary at Baugorwas incorporated in 1814 as the ^* Maine Charity School." 
It was at first connected with Hampden Academy . In 1819 it was reriiovei 
to Banfor. It is under the direction of the Congregatioiialists. Th4 
library was founded in 1832, and contains 7,500 volumes, selected with 
i^pecial reference to the benefit of theological students; with a few maps 
and charts, and a great variety of curiosities, collected chiefly bj^ mis- 
sionaries among the heathen; as ornaments, implements of labor, idol 
^ds, ifcc, &c. The yearly average increase is.about 400 volumes. An- 
iMial expendilMire feu: books about $500. There is no permanent fund. 
Jt is expected that a building will soon be erected for the library. . ThiJ 
t)ooksare arranged on the shelves according to subjects. No catalogue 
has been printed. There are two written catalogues— one alphabeticali 
the other re<:ording the books as they stand on the shelves. Open twioe 
a week for taking out books, and every afternoon for consultation. StUr 
•dents, officers, trustees, clergymen, and other literary gentlemen in the 
•city of Bangor, are entitled to the use of the library, for which no cha^rge 
js made. The post of librarian is usually filled by a student of th^ 
£emifiary« i 

The Society of Inquiry on Mission?, connected with the seminary, is 
in possession of a valuable cabinet and library. — [See History of the 
Bangor Theological Seminary, by Rev. E. Pond, D. D., in the Ameri- 
can Quarterly Register for August, 1841, p. 27.] 

BRUXSWiCK. . \ 

Bowikna College Libraries — 24,750 wfe -^Bowdoia College, was estab: 
lished in 1794, but it did not go into operation till eight years later. The 
college library dates from the organization of the institutio^n, in 1802, and 
contains al present (1849) 11,600 volumes. For the laist Jien years the 
avera^ annual increase has been about 130 volumes, and the average 
annual expenditure about $200. There is no permanent fund for the 
purchase of books, but an annual appropriation of $200 is made from the 
funds of the college. Since 1846 a granite building has been erected, at 
an expense of about $40,000; a part of which will be the college chapel, 
and a part contains the library. The room now occupied by the library 
is 70 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 18 feet high. There are, besides, two 
wings, to be used when required — each 70 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 
18 feet high. The last printed catalogue was published in 1819, con- 
taining V^ pages 8vo« It is now out of print, and^ were it to be bj&dt^ 
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fe apeiu ll[iDej5 limeii pi we^y qnp^^houf; p^ iSm^- Purioj? ^^P^ ko\m fk^ 
U^oS the library j^ m^W^ tp. ^I pex^Q^^, ^^trhwt fee. goofed. a«ei€«| 
€!«Lt to |he studQql:p,3rf44w:t gwWtes, o^aifs, tiii|L8(;eefi|, wd aM€flriK!^» 
qtih0 cplteg?, «i^d fc) tl^p ci^gyfljfta qi TPop^biWflgi .wwi Rn^wiraofe. The 
nurobeil of '^bftrges fcr vo^wpcfps l§n% is ahomt 3,fl0(> ^n^^ni^iy. ^m^fA R. 
Qooidwin, Pwf^?apr pf W(^4m^ l^9««^S^.P * i^ Ul^Kyfi^n . 

There are four libraries belonging to so^jeU^ pf ,Vf^j(tey^gr^WB## oftb^ 
college, viz: 

The Peucinian Society library /- - - - 4,800 vols 

Athenaean Society library - . . . 3,800 " 

{Wti^e two lii^mes jKB^ iac|^3^ a|uai*.2^Ky , ,^^h .by ^)W>t 
' .SQQ ycili(ipp#s*) 

rHeoiPgicil .^ei?t3|J library .r - r - T§f^ ^' 

J^gice Society l^mv - , ^ ^ - ^ <^ 

(TJhe bocjkl! belp^pgi^g tq tji^ E^fip^ ^PQii^ty ^^^ pe§|f^$f|<p 

by tfce Ifttp iRVHUwi I^^dye^a-) 
-Th^ ;iKiey^icftl dpiprtpf^fHat of tfip pollege,> (^i^^bli^fd hi 

ji83Q,ha3^r?»j^kpiJ]ilygQg4Uter^^FQ|- - - ?,?<» " 

The Hisioriecd Society of ldmn» was incorporated February Sr jS23. 
It has a small Ubjrary of books, pamphlets, man«isciiipts and ps^pers, re-^ 
lating principally to the history of Maine. I^e sociely has mceiyed^ dii- 
•ring the last ycKar,^. grant of land from the legislature,, wihich will yield 
about $6,<DD0, for the ex{»ress purpose of erecting a fire-proof buildiogl 
When «vich a building is oompieted, a new interest will doubtless be 
awakened in tiie coiKinuinitj< in behalf of ttie society, and it is expected 
)hat large collections of manuscripts and papeirs of historic value with 
Teference to the State, now kept in reserve waiting for 8^ safe pkuoe of de- 
posite, will be received, and will form an important and valuable ^library. 
Professor Alpheus S. Packard, of Bowdoin Collie, Brunswick, iihcariau. 

Forest Club Ubrary— 200 vofsi. — Aroos.took oi^unty|S' situated in the 
northern forests of Maine. Houlton, the shire town, is nearly 100 miles 
from any settlement of importance in 4iie United States. It is, however^ 

f ratifying to record the establishment in this place of a public library, in 
illy, 1849. The number of its volumes is as yet incoijisiderable; but we 
i^hponicle its formation with the hope that the notice may, in aome burn- 
able manner, s^ve its interests by directing towards it the donations of 
those who have books to bestow. William Butterfi^ld,. Mbrarian. 

I 

PORITLAND. 

AthencEfum Library — 6,1T0 i7o&.— This institution was incofpomted 
•March 6, 1827. The library contains (1849) 6,1T« volumes. The ^^e of 
increase oannot be accurately stated; a new system of supervision ha& 
lately been adopted, which wiU hereafter enable the libraxian to give such 
infermation. The institution has a fund, inow amounting to $3,11)0, and 
increasing at the rate of $300 to $500 per year> intended for the g^erai 
^purposes of the AthonMBum*^ . !'. . 



An alphabeticjj catalogue qf 88 Mgps ia 12pio. wis printed in 1839. 
Another was paJuted, December, 1 849, entitled 'fCatalogi^of the Library 
of the Porllaiid Athenaium ; with the Py-I^ws of ibe Institution, adopted 
February 19, 1849.". 12mo. Poi:tlaiid,l849: in 150 pugas^ .The books 
are arranged in IS claapters. ' Tlwg cat^ogue is well comjiiied and hand* 
pomeiy printed. 
■ The Hbrary is open twice a w^ek, 34 hours pach tiroe, 

The pem>ns entitled to the useof tne iijirarvare, propiietors of shares^ 
costing $40 each, and others on payment of $10' annually. 

8,150 books were lent out during the last year. James Merrill, libra, 
nan. 

The following historical account of the AtheQEeum is from a book just 
pnblished by Mr. Willis, of Porll^i^d: 

"Tl^^s institution is thp pucc^sgijr t9 the labrai^ Spcjety, w^ich Yj^f &s- 
tal^iahed in }.t^5, by tyeniy-six gentlejuen^ ^t^o associated together fof 
jjlj^l .purpose, Pr;eyjoii5 'jo -that lime ihgre was nothing in' the form qf '^ 
library existing i^L town, 'fl^e Ijbrary oppnecl ii> 1^66 with 93 volumes^ 
of which 62 vplurnes >v-ere 'Ancient and Mgd.erp Universal Histofy,* 
'Rapin's History of England,' 7' volg., 'Lardlfl^r's Writer^ of the Nfey 
Te^t^ment,' 'd vot?., 'London Magazine,' 9 vols., ^,c. Npt much addt^ 
(1^ was made ^ILap^r the iReyolutiqji, during which the small collectioD 
yras scattered, and a nun^ber of the books Iq^t tn 178Cl a new attempt 
jf^ made to resu,scitate It, ani^ the fragn^ents ^ere reunite^. But it wa^ 
jigt till the peace of '83 that any puccesgjfnl 'niovetnent was made to giv^ 
it Yitality. In Way, I7S4, tweqty-^ix new menibers were aduiitted, who 
were required to gay tyo dollar^ each, in moijey or books. Others wer^ 
subsequently admitted on the same conditions. On the 3d of April, 1-7S6, 
the library was yalu^d at £^; the worth was diminished by the number 
of broken sets' of works which It contained. In 1794, the books were 
pgain appraised, and valued at ^64 3*. go?., and the price of admissioa 
was raised to i2s. The committee were this year instructed to purchase 
SulIivaB's Histflry qi Maine, Hutchinson's History of Massachusetts, Sel: 
kriap's Biograpi>yi l^-amsay's American Revolution and Carolina, and the 
piatqry of the Cojinty of "Worcester. These are all American publica- 
tions and on Aipericau subjects. In 1798 they procured an act of incor- 
ippration. Tlie library went on sloyly, and gradually increasing .until 
1S25, when its number of volumes was 1,640, and its proprietors ^j end 
^e \v'hol^ attRual e;[pense $331. J^t this period the design was formed 
px enlarging the institution, and giving it a more elevat^ and diffusiy^ 
^ar^tefj bettqr suited to the V^nts of the age and spirit of the time^. 
The present Athenteum grew out of these suggestions. It was incorpo- 
rated in March, 1826; purchased the property of the old library, and the 
former society was dissolved, most of llie members becoming proprietors 
of the new institution. One hundred and thirty-three persons became 
proprietors in ihe Athen^ura, at $100 a share, of which $69 only were paid, 
Ifhe principal part of which was invested in bank stock, as a fund towards 
file support of the establishment. The books go into circiilation to all the 
members who pay a tax of $5 a year, and to others who pay $10. The 
library, which has been continviatly increasing to the present time, is now 
conveniently arranged in the larM room over tVie Canal Bank, and con- 
tains (1848)5,750 volumes of the literature of the days ihrough which it 
h^ lived, embracing the best periodical publications iuid standard worksl 
SPoi its size there are few libraries more valuable. A new impulse has 
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been given to it the pre^nt year; lipwards of 40 new stulres have been 
taken up, at $40 each. The institution is an honor to the city, and should 
receive a liberal regard from every citizen who is able to contribute to this 
unexceptionable public improvement. Charles S. Daveis is now president; 
and Phineas Barnes, secretary and treasurer." — [Journals of the Rev. 
Thomas Smith and the Rev. Samuel Deane, pastors of the First Church 
in Portland, with notes and biographical notices and a summary history of 
Portland. By William Willist 8 vo., Portland, 1849: pp. 441-2, appen- 
dix.] 

WATERVILLE. 

WatervUle College Libraries— 8, 4Si vols.— The college was founded 
in 1820. The college library contains 5,200 volumes; other libraries 
permanently connected with the college, 3,284 volumes; making a total 
of books to which students have access, of 8,484 volumes. The average 
increase is about fifty volumes yearly. The sum of $10,000 is pledged as 
a library fund, but not yet realized. The library is in a building erected 
for chapel, library and philosophical apparatus; the building is of brick, 
and cost about $8,000; the room used for the books is about 30 by 40 feet. 
A catalogue was printed in 1845, containing 47 pages 8vo. The library 
is opened twice a week, and kept open half an hour each time. The 
trustees, faculty, and students are entitled to the use of the books without 
charge; the students pay one dollar a year for the privilege; other persons 
are allowed to consult the library, at the discretion of the librarian and li- 
brary committee. Professor M. B. Anderson is librarian. » 

DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES 452 VOLUMES. 

'^The statute of 1844, chapter 106, authorizes school districts to expend 
a portion of their money in the purchase of books for a district library* 
The small amount of school money in a majority of the districts, divided 
and subdivided as they have been, has rendered it inexpedient to divert 
any portion of it from the ordinary purjx)ses of the school; and for this 
reason, but little progress has been made in the formation of school libra- 
ries." — [First report of Secretary ot the Board of Education, presented 
May 25, 1847.] 

The secretary in his second report (1848) states that eleven districts 
had established libraries. In the last report (1849) the secretary says 
^^ there are but seventefen school district libraries in the State, containing 
in all 452 volumes." 

OTHER LIBRARIES. 

Besides the libraries already mentioned, there are doubtless others fi-om 
which no reports have been received. A correspondent, who is intimately 
acquainted with the different parts of the State, writes: ^<There are but 
few town libraiies in the State. A large proportion of our religious socie- 
ties have what are termed Sunday school libraries; these, however, are 
made up of works designed more particularly for juvenile readers. Some 
of our academies have libraries, and there may be a few, but a very few, 
social libraries. *f * We have a large number of valuable private 
libraries, oh which dust is hot permitted to gather." 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

CONCOBX». 

The State Library — 4,700 vo&.— commenced prior to the Revolution, 
and contains at present (November, 1849) — 

Judicial reports ... . • . * 400 vols. 

Legislative documents, statutes, &c. • » • 2,486 ^< 

Miscellaneous works - - • • - - 1,625 " 

Pamphlets - - - • . . .1,905 " 

Maps - - -• . - • - . 28 

Atlases - . . - - -' .7 

For the last two years it has increased about 300 volumes yearly; the 
eight years previous, about 75 volumes yearly. About $100 per an- 
num have been expended for thepurchase of books. There is a standing 
appropriation of that amount. The library occupies a room in the north 
wmg of the State House, which is 23 feet by 43. A catalogue (67 pages 
Svo.) was printed in 1846. The library is open during each day when 
the legislature is in session. The members and clerks of the Senate arid 
House during the sessions of the legislature, and at all times, the gov- 
ernor and council, judges of the superior court, secretary and treasurer, 
may tiake out books, to be returned in one njonth. Except during a ses- 
sion, any person may take out books by depositing double the value there- 
of, as security for the return of the book . in good order. Pew books, 
however, are lent out in this way — perhaps fifty a year. It is impossible 
to tell how many consult the library in the room. During the session of 
the legislature it is generally resorted to by the members. Thomas P. 
Tread well, Secretary of State and ex-officio librarian. 

The Methodist General Biblical Institute — 1 ,000 w6.— This library was 
commenced in 1846, and contains at present 1,000 volumes and 17 maps. 
It receives about 250 volumes annually by donation. It is open Tues- 
days and Thursdays, during one hour. About 400 books are lent out 
annually to the students and instructors of the Institute. Professor 
Osmon O. Baker, librarian. 

The New Hampshire Historical Society^ — 1 ,600 vols. — ^This * society 
owes its origin and much of its early prosperity to the suggestions and 
active exertions of Mr. John Farmer and Mr. Jacob B. Moore. It was 
founded March 13^ 1823, the two hundredth year after the first settle- 
ment of the State, and incorporated the' 13th of June following. Its 
objects are like those of the other Historical Societies in •the country. 
They are thus stdted in the first article of thfe constitution, namely: ^< To 
discover, procure, and preserve whatever may relate to the natural, civil, 
literary and ecclesiastical history of the United States in general, and of 
this State in particular." The society has pu'blished five volumes of val- 
uable collections. The library of the society contained, in 1838, ^^about 
1 ,500 volumes, a considerable collection of pamphlets and newspapers, a 
small collection of minerals, some valuable manuscripts, ancient coins 
and Indian relics,'' The Hon. William Plumer, its first president, gave 
to the society several hundred volumes of American state papers, arranged 
vith a copious manuscript index by himself. The Hon. William Bartlett 
gave his private library, ^ p^t of the library of the late Nathaniel P6abody.> 



and a portfolio of autograp(i Tj/i^. Ipf^^Sp ^o^nting to about 200 in all. 
Deposited in the library ^^are a^considerable number of papers and docu- 
ments, formerly belonging to the Rev. Dr. Belknap, and used by him in 
the compilation of the second and third volumes of the History of New 
Hampshire," t^-ansmitted to the^ociety by Jqhii l^elknap, e;sq., sqn of the 
revelnend historian^ 

An article in the fifth volume of the society's collections, written by 
Hon. William Bartlett, entitled ^^ Remarks and Documents relating to ttiA 
preservation and keeping of the public Anehives^^- deserves to be ^rticu- 
larly mentioned, and commended to the careful perusal of libmrians, 
seretaricfe t)f state, and all others to whose care are intrusted the original 
refeordsof our history s — [See Hist. N. H. Historical Society, in American 
Quarferly Register, February, 1838, pp. 229-241.] ^ 

The Uhio^ lAbrotryj fouu^^^ ^^ l'^98, cpntmn? 438 yo\viipf5S. Pro. 
prielor^ pay $1 50 p^ sh?i^e apd -^n ?mnual as^esw^eW pf 85 C(ejit;s. 37 J 
^Is per yea^ u^ p^i4 % tfeo^ «rbo bcgro^v hopl^^. L. W. tieonai:di 
iibrfiri^i;!. / 

Ladies^ Library^ fo^inded 1793; poptains 161 volumies. JMijs. Lucy 
]!4ari?h?Ul, Ubrari8W]i. 

. Juvenile (jikrqryy fouqd^d lS38j pontai^ns 1 ,9il 7 yolvmies qh the cata- 
logue; ^9ff^^ ?iXS^ mm out^i ^PWie Iq^t; abpvit 416 per year expeiidpcl for 
books; th^ use pif - the libraiy is frfse tp ajl .per^pp? in towp. L. ^iT. 
lieonard, libr^^an. 

Pl\iftips Acodemy ha^a libxary of 4hQWt 8Q0 volume^, vwbich has been 
slowly piccur^ul^iti^ig j^nce J793> wJtien th,e ^^p^di^rpy .was first. ppencid for the 
admission of ptipils, The purcha^^ are m^ft ^tbe (jiscr^pji ol the prin,- 
dpal, .mo^tily for jthte tlpiepefit of the iipsjtrupjtors. . 

Opftp^cted wiib l^he ^fi^acl^my is ^ iliibriary b^lQ^giftg to a society 0|f th<j 
present members of the institution, contaiping 1,4jQ0 yolttmes. It 13 
lincjier tb^ immed^i?^ P?^fe of a librarian ohQsiein A^ftb t^ro}. It contains 
jsr^pable books ad^ted to the vf.^i^ of tihe students, i^^ideoa L. Soull, 
priijcipal. . ^ 

% 
Theqlogjaql Semiaqry[-~Thi^ sewiuaiy was ^teblish^d in 1.835 by the 
.Cqng^egatiprialists. ThQ nunaber pf volumes in tljie Ubr^ijy is staljedin th^ 
American 4lmaflAC for 181SU to be 4>3Q0. 

GREA.T FALLS. 

t 

Mani^Q^twers^ and VUlasre Library — 2,2QQ rqfc. — A catalogue of this 
library, containing nun^ljers 1 to 1^6?8, was priut^d Jaauary 1, 1847; 15 
pages oQtavo, with supplements — ^June 24, tb43, I page; March 24, 1849, 
4 pages; andMarch, J.8fiiO, 4 pages. Proprietors pay 52 initiation fee and 
1^1 anrnml 9^.$..^s^nieat* ^U&mates in tfie employ , of .theiQceat it'aUs Man- 
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tifectnring Company are entitled to the benefit of the library on payment 
of 25 cents annuklly. 

. . ^BtANOVER. 

Dartmouth College lAhraries — 20^600 vols. — From various sourcers, 
principally from the ^'iSibliotheca Sacra/' April,. 1850, we gather the 
following facts: The college was founded in 1769. Prom that time it 
has gradually gathered a library which now contains about 6,400 vol- 
umes, and 17 portraits in oil. Among these last are: a full length por- 
^ait of the Earl of Dartmouth > a copy of the original by* Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, and a donation of the present Earl ; a portrait of Danirfl Webster^ 
of Jeremiah Smith, Jeremiah Mason, Francis Hopkinson; a full length 
portrait of Kleaz'ar Wheelock, the first president of the coUege; of John 
Phillips, of Exeter, also full length; of Samuel Appleton, Charles Marsh, 
<fcc. The library contains some rare and valuable works, but is deficient 
in new books. 

The libraries of the two societies of students— the Social Friends an4 
the United Fraternity— K3on tain each 6,500 volumes; are well selected, 
and inelude many very valuable works, both for ieference and misceh 
lan^ous readiiag; some with costly illustrations. . 

A few years ago a building (costing about $10,000) wets eredfed for ihA 
acconimodation of the three libraries. ^ 

The two society libraries have published catalogues. 

The library of the medical department contains about 1,200 volumps. 

The Northern Academy of Arts atid Sciences — 1,300 vols. — This 
society was formed June 24, 1841, and is composed of the professors ojf 
Dartmouth College and a few other gentlemen in the vicinity. It has 80Q 
unbound volumesof pamphlets, etc., partially arranged; also 70O unbound 
volumes of newspapers. This collection also contains some yalu£^ble 
private papers, among which are a meteorological Journal kept by Mrv 
John Parmer, of Concord, New Hampshire, from 1813 to 1830; Governor 
Bartlett's correspondence from 1774 to 1794; also a MS. journal of the 
weather, kept by Eleazar Russell, esq., of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Efforts were early made to procure for the library complete sets of the first 
newspapers, printed in that part of the country. Spooner's Journal, pub- 
lished at Hanover by Judah C. Spooner and Timothy Greene in 1771, 
and from February, 1781, at WestmiHSter and Windsor, Vermont, ie 
nearly complete. This paper is extremely valuable, as it was published 
at the time of the American Revolution, and was the first periodical issued 
in that part of the country, and conseque^ntly contains much.of its early hii^ 
tory. Complete sets of the Vermont Chronicle, the Boston Recorder, and 
the Dartmouth Gazette, are also contained in the library. — [See American 
Quarterly Register, November, 1842.] 

MERIDEN VILLAGE, PLAINFIELD. 

Kimball Union Academy Libraries — 2,000 twls. — The academy library, 
founded in 1814, contains 1,000 volumes. About $100 per annum are 
generally appropriated from the funds of the institution towards purchasing 
bppks for the library. The endowment of the academy is richj (about 
$46,000 ih stocks, and $^,000 in buildings.) The lioirary is open Sat- 



tl20] 14 

urdays from 1 to 3 o'clock. The use. is free to all connected with the 
academy. A catalogue was printed some 15 years ago; another will he 
put to press very soon. C. S. Richards, A. M., principal, and ex officio 
librarian. 

The Philadelphian Society, composed of stndentis of the academy, pos- 
sesses a library of 1,000 volumes of choice books. It was founded spon 
after th6 academy library, and is increased annually, by the voluntaiy 
contributions of the members, about 50 to 70 volumes. 

NEW HAMPTON. 

TTieohmcal Seminary LdbraiHes — 2,200 wb. — The "New Hampton 
Academy'' was incorporated in 1821. In 1826 its name wa§ changed to 
the ^'Academical and Theological Institution at New Hampton." The 
theological department went into full operation in 1833. It is: under the 
dare and patronage of the Baptist denomination. The department has a 
library of 600 well selected volumes. — [Se^ History of the New Hampton 
Theological Institution, by W. E. Wording, A. M-, in the American 
Quarterly Register for May, 1842.] 

The Literary Adelphi of the Academical and Theological Institution at 
New Hampton, New Hampshire, was founded A. D. 1827, and incor- 
porated by the legislature of the State in 1829. "There are about 800 
volumes in the library, most of which are valuable standard works. Ef- 
forts are being made to enlarge the library, and several friends have made 
valuable donatipns. The reading room is spacious and convenient, and 
by the liberality of patrons is furnished with about 20 regular newspapers 
from different parts of the country. Besides this, the society receives 
several of the most popular and valuable literary periodicals of the present 
day." — [See no^ to the "Catalogue of Members of the L. A.;" 12uiO. 
Concord, 1844.] 

In the year 1830 a new society, called the Social Fraternity, was 
formed. It has a library and reading room similar to those of the Lite- 
rary Adelphi. — [See Wording's History.] 

NEW IPSWICH. 

The academy at New Ipswich was incorporated in 1789. It has a 
small library, presented by Samuel Appleton, of Boston. The IJemos- 
theneah Society, among the students, has also a small library. A valu- 
able town library was destroyed by.fire some years since. The present 
one is small but well selected. — [i\ew Hampshire Historical Collections, 
vol. 5, p., 161 ] 
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Library of the New Hampshire Conference ^Seminary — 1,000 volumes* 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Ath^ceum Library — 7,284 vols. — Incorporated in 1817. The library 
• contains 7,284 volumes, 150 engravings, and 246 coins. Theyearly ave- 
rage increase for the last ten years has been 200* volumes. The annual 
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expenditure, $200. The building now occupied by the Athenaeum 
was purchased for $7,500; it is of brick, with slated roof, three stories 
high; the first story is used as a reading and newspaper room; the second 
is the library, and the third a museum and cabinet. The books are ar- 
ranged on the shelves according to subjects. A shelf-catalogue is pre- 
pared, containing the titles of the books as they stand upon the shelves} 
by this the library is annually examined. A ^* Catalogue of books in the 
Portsmouth Athenaeum, to which are added the bylaws of the institu- 
tion and alist of its proprietors," 108 pages 8vo., was printed at Ports- 
mouth in May, 1833; at that time the library contained between 4,000 and 
5,000 volumes. A *^Catalogue of books added to the library of Portsmouth 
Athenaeum, from May, 1833, to January, 1^9,' ' was published at Ports- 
mouth in 1839, 31 pages 8vo.; at this time the library contained 5,300 
volumes. This catalogue is alphabetical; the titles are recorded under 
•the names of authors, with cross-references from subjects to authors— 
the subjects and authors being arranged in one alphabet. This is a very 
convenient way in a small library. Another '^Catalogue of books in the 
Portsmouth Athenaeum, to which are added the by-laws of the institution 
andalist of its proprietors," 192 pages 8vo., was printed January 1, 1849, 
at Portsmouth. This catalogue is upon the same plan as the preceding. 
From a note (page 12) we take the following fects respecting the history of 
the institution: <*In 1829, John Fisher, esq., of London, gave his library 
in this town, amounting to nearly^ 300 valuable volumes, to the Athenaeum. 
In February, 1830, James Edward Sheafe bequeathed $1,000 to the Athe- 
naeum, which sum was invested in the purchase of books for the library. 
In October, 1843, Horace Appleton Haven bequeathed $2,000 to the 
A(hend3um — one moiety for the purchase of books, and the other for the 
preservation of the library. These sums have been invested accordingly." 
The library is open every day from sunrise to ten o'clock in the evening. 
Persons allowed the use of the library are : proprietors of shares ; and subscri- 
bers, who, on the payment of six dollars a year, may read in the library room. 
Proprietors can laSs^ out books, two at a time, which they may change as 
often as they please. George Jaffrey, librarian. 

St. John*s Chvrch Library^^^iV) vols. 

Unitarian Church Library — 678 vols, 

8ANB<^RNT0N BRIDGE. 

Public Library — 300 vqIs, 

WAKEFIELD. 

Wakefield and Brookfield Union Library — 500 vols, — This library com- 
pany was incorporated in 1797* It. commenced with thirty members; irt 
1827 there were forty. four members; in 1849 there are onfy twenty eight 
members. The library contains 500 volumes, mostly histories and biogra- 
phies. William Sawyer, jr., librarian. 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES — ^2,500 VOLITMES. 

la the State of New Hampshire there are perhaps twenty-five libraries, 
averaging 100 volumes each, connected with the district schools* 

There are doubtless many small social libraries in' this State^ from 
which no returns have been received. 
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VERMONT. 

BURLIJTaTON. 



University qf Vermont --1^ ,250 vols. — l^his institution was iacor* 
porated in 1791. The library was commenced when the college went 
into operation, in the year 1800. It contains at present (1849) about 
7,000 volumes, as near as can be estimated, without including 6 vol- 
umes of atlases and 63 unbound maps. The average annual increase 
for the last ten years has been about 100 by donation^ and about the 
same number by pi^rchase. About fifty dollar? a year were appropriated) 
previous to 1m6, ifor buying books ; since then,, seventy-five, dollare. 
There is a permanent fund of $1 ,ji50 fi »r thQ increase of the library^ 
yielding 6 per cent, interest. There is acfassified '^(Jatalogiie of the books 
belonging to the library of the phiversity ofVermont,'' 8vo., 93 pp. ; printed, 
in 1836, with* supplement (alphabetical) 1843, 8vo., 24 pp. The library: is 
opened twice each week> fi^r one hbur. The Faculty of the University 
use the library without charge. Students pay $1 iSO per year for the 
privilege. Others are allowed the use of it by special permission of the 
^ president. Books are lent out, to be returned or renewed as often as once 
m two weeks. Professor Calvin Pease, librarian. 

This is one of the few libraries in the United States selected with com* 
petent bibliographical knowledge and with good judgment, and purchased 
with economy. The college had ttie wisdoni to send a learned, zealous^ 
and active agent to Europe to buy the boots, instead of trusting their 
funds to the cupidity of bibliopoles. The selection was made to nieet the 
wants of the officers of tlie college, and, consequendy, of the students. 
Somewhat less than two-thirds of the books are in the English langiiage. 
Tlie collections of Greek and Latin authors are nearly complete, and of 
the best editions. . ' . 

A large part of the library of the Hon. George P. Marsh, minister of the 
United States to, Turkey, amounting to between 8,000 and 4,000 volumes, 
is deposited in this library. Nearly all these works are in foreign, lem- 
guages, principally in the Spanish ^hd Sc'andio|Lvian. There are, how- 
ever, some very rare books in the English language. [See "fiibliotheca 
Sacra.] 

The libraries of the three societies of students contain^ respectively, 
2,000, 2,000, 1,250 volumes. 

MIDDLES URY. 

Middlebury College Libraries^8yi\7vdls. — This institution was found- 
ed in 1800. The college library contains about 5,000 .volumes, and oc- 
cupies ai room in a building with thef cabiiiet of natural history, lecthre- 
rooms, (kc. A catalogue wias printed ill 18^3, contaimhk 16 pp. Svo., 
double columns. The library ife opened once a \^eek, aiid kept obeti for 
ati hoiir. The stiidetits pay four dollars a year for the lise of Dooks^. 
Resident graduates, clergymen in the neighborhood, atid others, by per- 
mission of the librarian and Faculty of the college, are allowed to take out 
books without charge. The students have three libraries, namely : 

The library of the PMlbmiBithesiatt Society (miiscellatieous) 2,200 volumes. 

'' '' Philadelphiatt iSociety (religious) - 432 << 
The Beneficent Library (mostly text boioks) - - 7^ ^^ 

Professor R. D. C. Robbins, libraCriaii. 
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MONTPEUER. 

State Ldbraiy — 3,500 vols. — This library contains about 3,600 volumes, 
maps of the several States, a few engravings, and thirty medals. It oc- 
cupies ^ room in the State House> 36 feet by 20, with alcoves, and gallery 
eight feet from floor, with seven arid a half feet above it. Open every day 
during the session of the legislature and council of censors. 'The books 
are not lent out, except to members of the legislature and council, on 
their becoming, responsible for their safe return. Cornelius N. Carpenter, 
Montpelier, librarian. 

Historical and Antiquarian Society of Vermont. — This society was in- 
corporated November 22, 1838. Its library and collections are as yet very 
small. The president, Henry Stevens, esq*, of Barnet, possesses a very 
valuable collection of books, newspapers, manuscripts, &c., illustrative of 
the history of the State, amounting to about 1,500 volumes. 

NORWICH. 

Norwich University Library — 1,032 vols. — This institution was founded 
ia 1834. The library, commenced in 1843, contains 1,032 volumes 
and a few maps and charts. The average annual increase is 200 
volumes^ average annual expenditure, twenty-five dollars. The room is 
adorned by a full-length portrait of the distinguished and lamented 
Colonel T. B. Ransom, former ptesident of the college. The library has 
no permanent fund. It is opened at tl^e o'clock on Saturday afternoons, 
and at such other times as visitors may desire. The faculty, students, 
members of the corporation, and donors, are entitled to the use of the 
books. Ira Davis, librarian. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

AMHERST. 

Amherst College Libraries — 13,700 vols, — The college library was 
founded at the opening of the college, in 1821, and contains 5,700 vol- 
umes. The average annual increase is about 120 volumes. Three or 
four years since, David Sears, esq., of Boston, gave to the college, ex- 
pressly for the library, an estate, in the city of Boston, which yields $120 
per annum. He has since given another, yielding a larger income; and 
has thus established a perpetual fund, called the ^^ Sears Foundation,'* 
which is to accumulate slowly, and mainly for the use of the library. 
The annual amount appropriated for the purchase of books is at present 
uncertain; probably not over $300- The library occupies a room in the 
same building v/ith the chapel and other public apartments; it is abont 
40 feet by 20. A catalogue (38 pages 12mo.) was printed in 1827; but 
the most valuable part of the library has been purchased since. The li- 
brary is opened once a week for taking and returning books. The officers 
take out books ad libitum; the students pay four and five cents for each 
work; some 200 or 300 are usually out at a time, in possession of the 
teachers; the students take but few on account of the large raiscellaneou* 
libraries of the societies. Professor E. S. Snell, librarian. ^ 

2 
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The libraries of the two literary societies of students contain, together, 
8^000 volumes. The Society of Inquiry has a small museum. 

An effort is now making, which it is hoped will be fully successful, 
to enlarge the college library. The library is, at present, ^^ deficient in 
even the "standard works of science. Ten thousand dollars ought to be 
given to the college for its library, and an equal sum for a library build- 
ing. ' ' — [Independent.] 

^^ The trustees propose to raise, without delay, $30,000 for the increase 
of the library and the erection of a suitable library building." — [Boston 
Traveller correspondent, August 10, 1850.] 

ANDOVER. 

The Theological Seminary Libraries — 20,249 vols, — ^This seminary is 
under the direction of the trusteesof Phillips Academy, which was found- 
ed April 21, 1778, and belongs to the Orthodox Congregalionalists. The 
library was commenced in 1808, and contains at present 16,300 volumes. 
During the last ten years there have been added to the library upwards 
of 4,000 volumes, including a bequest from the Rev. John Codman, 
D. D.j of Dorchester, of 1 ,250 volumes. During the same period the ex- 
penditure for books has been about $700 per annum. There is a perma- 
nent fund of about $12,000, the incqme of which is appropriated to the 
purchase of books. The library is in a handsome room in the second 
story of a brick building, erectM in 1818, at an expense of about $19,00(1, 
io\ chapel, recitation rooms, and library. The Ubrary room is 60 feet 
by 40, and about 18 feet high, fitted up with alcoves, and adorned with 
the portraits of the principal benefactors of the institution. The books 
are arranged but partiaHy according to subjects, In 1819 a catalogue of 
160 pages 8vo., by Professor J. W. Gibbs, now of New Haven, was 
printed. In 1838 an elaborate catalogue, containing 531 pages 8vo., was 
published. A supplementary catalogue of 67 pages 8v0. was printed in 
1849. The library is opened three times a week, from 1 to 3 o'clock p.m. 
The persons entitled to the use of the books are, besides the oflicers of the 
seminary, students and resident licentiates on the payment of $3 per 
annum, and others by permission of the faculty. Each student is allowed 
eight books at a time. Probably 4,000 volumes are lent out in the course 
of the year. Books may be carried out of town by permission from the 
faculty. Edward Robie, librarian. I 

Besides the public library, the following collections are connected witl/ 
the seminary: 

Library of the Porter Rhetorical Society - - - 2,600 vols 

(A catalogue of this library was printed in 1839, in octavo 

form.) 
Library of the Society of Inquiry - - - - 1,349 ^' 

The library of the Andover Theological Seminary is one of the mos 
valuable in the country. The books mostly belong to the departments o 
theology and philology. It is a selected library, and not a chance accU' 
mulation of volumes rejected from the shelves' of a multitude of donors 
Profound theological learning, thorough bibliographical knowledge an( 
still, have for the most part presided over the formation and arrangement 
of'the library. The catalogue, by Rev. Oliver A. Taylor, A. M., now 
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clergyman in Manchester, Massachusetts, has, we believe, no superior 
among printed catalogues of libraries.- It is on the plan of Audifreddi. 
The books are placed under the authors' names. The names are in al- 
phabetical order. To the name of each author is appended a biographical 
note. Annotations upon the books are also interspersed through the 
work. The catalogue is destitute of an index. To supply one, charac- 
terized by the same minute accuracy as the catalogue, would be a diffi- 
cult and expensive undertaking. We cannot helpaddin^however, that, 
if accomplished, it would be a most important aid to theological study, 
and amply repay the cost of the work. The want of such aCn index is in 
a great measure supplied to the students of the seminary by the references 
given by the professors in their lectures. 

^^ The hbrary has ordered a collection of between 2,000 and 3,000^mall 
bopks and pamphlets, relating to or written by the Puritans and published 
in Hngland in the time of Charles I, the Commonwealth, and Charles II. 
The department in the library which is most fully supplied is that relaflhg 
to the Christian Fathers, and Church History generally. It has also a 
good collection of works relating to biblical commentary, criticism, and 
antiquities. It possesses also many of the best early editions of the Greek 
and Roman classics and works illustrative of them . It is quite deficient 
in works on the English language and standard English literature; in 
the productions of the English and American Puritans;, in general works 
of science which would be suitable to a theological library; in the best 
later editions of the classics, etc." — [Bibliotheca Sacra.] 
PhiUips Academy Library - - - - 1,000 vols. 

y English High School Library . - - - 800 " 

BOSTON. 

The Boston Athenceum Library — 50,000 vols. — The Athenaeum owes 
its origin to a society of gentlemen who conducted a literary publication, 
called the ^'Monthly Anthology." In the year 1806, they issued propo- 
sals for establishing a reading-room to contain the most valuable foreign 
and American journals, with works of reference suitable to such a place of 
resort, open to subscribers at $10 per annum. The enterprise proved 
unexpectedly successful. Many valuable books were presented, and the 
gentlemen who commenced the undertaking, in order more effectually to 
secure and extend the benefits of their labor and expense, transferred their 
right in the Anthology Reading Room and liibrary to trustees, with pow- 
«r to supply vacancies in their number. At the winter session of the legis- 
lature in 1807, the projectors were incorporated under the name of the 
^'Boston Athenaeum."* 

The price of a share was fixed at $300. Annual subscribers were ad- 
mitted at $10 per annum. From these sources, occasional voluntary sub- 
scriptions and frequent donations, the institution has risen to its present 
important position. 

The principal endowments of the Athenasum "before the year 1847 are 
thus enumerated in an inscription under the corner-stone of the new 
building: 

* Snow's Historj. 
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''The sum of $42,000 was railsed for the general purposes of the Athe- 
useum, by voluntary subscription for shares created in 1807. 

'James Perkins, in 1821, gave his own, costly mansion in Pearl street; 
which from that time has been the seat of the institution. 

"In the same year, the sum of $22,000 was raised by voluntary snb- 
scriptions for shares. 

"Thoma^lJIandasyd Perkins (besides his earlier and later valuable do« 
nations,) and James Perkins the younger, seconded, in 1826, the liberali- 
ty of the brother and the father, each giving $8,000; and'the sum of their 
contributions was increased to $46,000 by other subscriptions, obtained 
» chiefly through the efforts and influence of Nathaniel Bowditch, Francis 
Galley Gray, George Ticknor, and Thomas Wren Ward. 

"Augustus Thorndike, in 1823, gave a choice collection of tasts of the 
most celebrated ancient statues. 

*■*' "George Watson Brimmer, in 1838, gave a magnificent collection of 
books on the fine arts. 

"John Bromfield, in 1846, gave $25,000 as a fund to be regularly in- 
creased by one quarter of the income, of which the other three-quarters 
ajre to be annually applied to the purchase of books forever. 

"The sum of $75,000, for the erection of the building, was raised by 
voluntary subscription for shares created in 1844."* 

Liberality like this is seldom witnessed, and deserves the most honora- 
ble mention. 

The institution first occupied rooms in Congress street, whence it was 
removed to Scollay's buildings, in Court street, and in 1810 to the building 
on Common (now Tremont) street, north of King's Chapel burial ground. 
In the year 1822 it was removed to the house in Pearl street presented, 
as already stated, by James Perkins. In 1823 the King's Chapel Libra- 
ry and the Theological Library, containing together 1,300 volumes of 
theologicM works, were deposited in the Athenaeum, where they still re- 
main. In 1826 a union was effected with the Boston Medical Library, 
and its books, valued at $4,500, were added to those of the Athenaeum. 
In the same year, also, an association which had been formed for the pur- 
chase of *a scientific library became merged in the Athenaeum, and its 
flmds, exceeding $3,000, were transferred to the Athenaeum to be expend- 
ed in the purchase of scientific books. — [See sketch of the Boston Athe- 
naeum, by Edward Wigglesworth, M. A., in the "American Quarterly 
Register" for November, 1839.] 

In July, 1849, the library was removed to its new home in Beacoix' 
street, just above the Tremont House. The location is central, yet fre4 
firom the dust and noise of crowded thoroughfares. The edifice is elegant 
spacious, and convenient. The front fs 100 feet long and 60 feet high , in the 
Palladian style of architecture, and built of freestone. The other walls ar6 
of brick. In the basement story are rooms for the packing of books, for J 
bindery, for the accommodation of the janitor, <fcc. The main entrance 
opens into a pillared'and panelled rotundo, firom which the staircases coa- 
duct above. On the first floor are two lai-ge reading-rooms, a room fai 
the trustees, and a sculpture gallery, 80 feet by 40. The library occu 
pies the second story, which is divided into three rooms, two in front anc 

**Thi8 sum having been found insufficient for the completion of the building, an additional n\ 
scription for two hundred shares has been opened, and is now (April, 1850) nearly filled up. 
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one large hall (109 feet by 40) in the rear. The western division of this 
^ room is filled with Encyclopedias, Transactions of learned societies, Maga- 
zines, and other works in long series of volumes. The other and larger 
portion is divided into 26 alcoves, and contains about 40,000 volumes. 
This hall is beautifully finished in the Italian style. The shelving is 
carried to the height of 18 or 20. feet, and the upper shelves are made ac- 
cessible by means of a light irdn gallery, reached by five spiral staircases; 
The two front rooms will accommodate some 25,000 volumes. The pic- 
ture gallery occupies the upper story. It is divided into six apartments, 
each lighted by a skylight. It is admirably adapted to its purposes. The 
roof affords a magnificent view of the city and the surrounding country. 
The whole building is constructed in the most substantial and workman- 
like manner.* 

Besides 50,000 bound volumes, including 1,500 or 1,600 volumes of 
pamphlets, the library possesses 20,000 or more unbound pamphlets, be- 
tween 400 and 500 volumes of engravings, and the most valuable collec- 
tion of coins in that part of the country. For an American library it is 
rich in certain departments, e.gAn the reports and transactions of learned 
societies, in periodical publications in the English language^ w6rks in th'se 
natural sciences, &c. It has complete sets of the Transactions of the 
Royal Society of London, the French Institute, the royal societies of 
Berlip, Copenhagen, Gottingen, Lisbon, Madrid, Stockholm, St. Peters- 
burg, Turin, etc. It has also the Encyclopedic Raisonne, 35 voluities 
folio; the Encyclopedic Methodique, 258 volumes 4to., including 37 of 
plates; Bufibn's Natural History by Sonnini, 127 volumes 8vo., (fccf 

The institution has, lately received a valuable collection of books and 
papers, once forming a part of the library of General Washington. It 
contains in all about 450 bound volumes, and from 800 to 1,000 pam- 
phlets unbound, nearly all of which belonged to the library of Washing- 
ton. About "350 contain his autograph, and a few of them notes in his 
handwriting. One little book has the autograph of Washington in a rude, 
school-boy hand, at about the age of nine years. There are several auto- 
graphs of Augustine Washington, the father of the General; of Mary, the 
mother, and of Martha, the wife. One book contains on the title-page 
the autograph of John Custis, (first husband of Martha,) and on the next 
leaf that of George Washington. One volume has the autograph of 
Thomas Jenifer, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. There 
are several presentation copies from eminent authors — Sir John Sinclair, 
Arthur Young, Ebeftag, Alfieri, Jefierson, Dr. Morse, and others. Ten 
volumes contain the name of Richard Henry liCe in his own handwriting. 
^ These books came into the possession of the Athenaeum in the following 
manner. General Washington bequeathed his books and papers to his 
nephew, Bushrod Washington. On the death of Bushrod Washing- 
ton the library was divided: one portion was left at Mount Vernon, 
. where it still remains; another fell to Colonel Washington. The latter 
portion incl'uded the public papers, afterwards purchased by Congress, 
and a considerable immber of the books, pamphlets, and private papers. 
The books had been offered for sale. Congress had declined the pur- 
chase. Mr. Henry Stevens at last bought "the collection, and offered it 

• Literary World, August 11, 1849. iRblioJhecaiSacra, Jaouary, 1850. 
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for sale to the Athenaeum. A few gentlemen of Boston and vicinity sub- 
scribed the required amount^ and presented these precious memorials of 
the world's best hero to this institution. An elegant descriptive catalogue, 
prepared by an accurate and accomplished scholar, will soon be published.. 
The AthenaBum possesses many valuable paintings^ and statues. 
Among the latter is the Orpheus of Crawford, in marble. 

Several catalogues of the books have been printed; one, without date, 
in 266 pages 8vo., in which the books ^re arranged in 16 classes. Another, 
and the last, was printed in 1827, and contains 356 pages Svo. It is 
alphabetical. A supplement (60 pages) was printed in 1829; a second 
(80 pages) in 1834. These two supplements, with the other additions to 
the library up* to 184(), were in that year printed together in a volume 
containing 179 pages Svo. A complete and elaborate catalogue is now in 
preparation. The printed catalogues have not heretofore contained the 
titles of the numerous pamphlets belonging to the library. A neat and 
accurate catalogue of these pamphlets, prepared by Dr. A. A. Gould, and 
complete to within two or three years, exists in manuscript. 

•The present librarian is Charles Folsom, esq. It is highly creditable 
to the wisdom of the trustees that they have chosen for this important 
post so ripe a scholar, and so accomplished a gentleman. The influence 
of such an ofRcer is incalculable; not only in forming far-seeing plans for 
the increase alid arrangement of the collection, but in aiding the researches 
of learned men, in guiding the studies of youth, and in leading ttie in- 
tellectual pursuits of an educated community. 

The library is hardly surpassed, either in size or in value, by any other 
in the country; and its regulations are framed with the design that it shall 
answer the highest purposes of a public library. Practically it is such; 
for each proprietar, besides the right for himself and his family to use the 
library, may grant to two other persons constant access to it, free of all 
assessments; and tickets for a month to any number of strangers. Any 
person, indeed, stranger or resident, may be introduced for a special pur- 
pose by a note from a proprietor. Thus, the by-laws open the doors of 
the institution to a large number of persons; so that the- proprietor who 
bestows on others the free use* of all the rights he can impart, renders 
hiniself thereby a public benefactor. 

The following are the principal regulations of the institution: 

The proprietors meet annually on the j&rst Monday of January. The 
oiOScers are chosen annually. They are a presidenU|vice president, treas- 
urer, secretary, and nine trustees. The trustees appoint a librarian, and 
sublibrarian. 

The price of a share is $300; that of a life subscription $100. Annual 
subscribers pay $10 for the use of the library and reading-room, but are 
not allowed to take out books. 

Every proprietor has, besides his own right, two rights of admission 
transferable to such persons as he may select. Proprietors and life share- 
holders, on paying $5 annually, may take books home — not to exceed 
ibur volumes at once. Every proprietor and life subscriber may introduce 
strangers not residing within twenty miles of Boston, and such strangers 
are entitled to visit the Athenaeum for one month from the time of their 
introduction. A 

Certain persons by virtue of th^ offices are entitled to free admission 
to the Athenaeum. These are th*governor and council; the lieutenant 
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governor and members of the legislature of Massachusetts for the time 
being, the judges of the Supreme Court and of the courts of the United 
States, the officers and resident graduates of Harvard College, of Williams 
College, of Amherst College, and of the Theological Seminary at An- 
dover, the several presidents of the American Academy, Historical Society , 
Medical Society, Agricultural Society, Salem Athenaeum, and the East 
India Marine Society of Salem; also clergymen settled in Boston. These 
last are likewise allowed to take out books on the same terms as pro- 
prietors. ^ 

The Boston Library — 12,150 vols. — The first meeting of the members 
of the Boston Library Society was held the 1st of November, 1792, and 
the society was incorporated in 1794. At the annual meeting in May, 
1849, the number of volumes in the library was 12,150. About 250 'vol- 
umes, on. an average, have been added to the library annually, during 
the last ten years. The average annual expenditure for books, during 
the same period, has been, including binding and repairs, $378 69. The 
library is supported by an annual assessment levied on the proprietors, 
and by fines incurred. The income from these sources is about $850 per 
annum. 

Tlje apartments occupied by the Boston Library were a donation to the 
infant society in the winter of 1793-'94 by Messrs. Bulfinch (the architect 
of the capitol at Washington,) Vaughan & Scollay, "being the hall over 
the arch of the Tontine Buildings, in Franklin Place.'' The cost to the 
society of completing the rooms was $857 57. The society has since 
purchased, for $1,500 dollars, of the Massachusetts Historical Society, a 
room of the same area, being the upper story of tho huilding. Each 
apartment ^s 37 feet in length by 27 in front, and 33 feet in the rear; 
from which should be deducted staircase and closets. Catalogues and 
supplements Vere printed at various dates, (1795, 1797, 180.7, 1815, &c.) 

A new and accurate catalogue of 335 pages, 8vo., was printed in 1844, 
and a supplemental catalogue of 48 pages was completed in September, 
1849, to which is appended a list of works relating to America, of 20 
pages. The library is opened at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of each 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, for three hours, or till dark, and on 
the morning of Saturday from 10 o.'clock till 1 o'clock. 

No one can take books from the library, except the proprietors, without 
the special permission of the trustees. I'he price of a share is $25, sub- 
ject to an assessment oi $3 annually. Each proprietor can take out three 
volumes at one time. The librarian estimates tne number of volumes an- 
nually charged to proprietors at 15,000. The number of persons that 
consult the library, without taking away books, is small; but the trustees 
cheerfully give every reasonable facility to all* persons having occasion to 
. consult the library. Occasional applications for books have been made from 
the neighboring towns, which have always been granted. George S. 
Bulfinch, librarian. 

The principal object of the society has been to form a collection of 
books for popular use, admitting none of an injurious moral tendency, and 
preferring those of solid and standard value. ' History and bibgraphy, 
(particularly American,) travels, the English and French classics, and 
fiction, are the departments best supplied. Most of tliQ books have been 
selected and purchased. The donations have been comparatively few. 

For some years after tha library was founded, the shares were not trans* 
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feiable^ and subscribers had only the use of the library for their lives ; con- 
sequently, by the death of original proprietors, many shares have fallen 
into the common stock; which has given to the shares of present proprie- 
tors a value far beyond their cost. Shares are now, however, transferable, 
and do not cease at the death of the proprietor. 

The Library of the American Academy of Arts and Scieticcs — 8,000 
vols. — This society was incorporated May 4, 1780. Among the scientific 
associations of the United States, it is next in age to the American Philoso- 
phical Society at Philadelphia, which is the oldest in the countiy. The 
average annual increase of the library is about 150 volumes. An annual 
appropriation of about $600 is made from the general fund of the 
academy for the purchase of books. The library is opened during the 
day, every week-day. All members of the academy, and strangers, are 
allowed the use of the books, wlach may be taken out by any member, 
or in his name. A catalogue (57 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1802. Lists 
of accessions are, from time to time, printed in the publications of the 
academy. John Bacon, jr., M. D.,is librarian. This library contains a 
valuable collection of the memoirs and transactions of learned societies, 
reviews and magazines, and of modern scientific works. It is kept in two 
rooms leased by the society in Tremont Row, No. 7i. 

Library of the General Court — 7,400 vols. — The Ibtate library was es- 
tablished by an act of the legislature, passed March 3, 1826, requiring 
that " all books and manuscripts belonging to the commonwealth, and 
now in any of the departments of the State House, shall be collected, de- 
posited, and arranged, in proper cases, in the room in said State House 
usually called the land oflice." It contains, at present, 7,490 volumes, 
80 maps and charts, 5 atlases, 37 railroad plans, 1 portrait, 3|ableaus, and 
6 naedals. The yearly increase for the last eleven years is as follows: . 

Volumes. 

1838 ... . . -452 

1839 396 

1840 260 

1841 358 

1843 . - . * . - .348 

1843 - . - • - .334 

1844 367 

1845 . •- - .• . .- 583 

1846 336 

1847 -791 

1848 - .• - - . - 455 



Tot^l . . . . . 4,680 

Averaging 425 per annum. About $395 per annum has, during this time, 
been expended in the purchase of books. The regular appropriation for 
the library has been $300 per annum, with occasional extra allowances 
^* to procure such books, manuscripts and charts, works of science and 
the arts, as tend to illustrate the resources and means of improvement of 
this commonwedth tfr of the United States." *' Additions are also made 
annually of the statutes, legislative journals and documents, and law re- 
ports of the United States and of the several Sfates of the Union, received 
in exchange through the secretary's department. Of st/c^ works itprob- 
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ably contains a more complete collection than any other library. One 
thousand and eighty duplicate volumes of laws, public documents, and 
reports, have been deposited in the law library of Harvard tfniversity by a 
re3olve of the legislature. 

" The library contains Mr. Audubon's collection of American Birds, in 
four large folio volumes, at an original cost of about six hundred dollars. 
Ad addition was recently made of 440 volumes of French, German and 
Swedish books of science, arts, history and statistics, some of which are of 
great value, by intemational exchanges through M. Vattemare. Among 
them are the following works, presented by the Chamber of Deputies: — 
Collection of Etruscan, Greek, and Roman antiquities, from the cabinet 
of Hon. William Hamilton, Naples, 1766; four large folio volumes, with 
English and French text, and 520 plates. Presented by the Minister of 
the Interior: — Monuments of Nineveh, published by order of the govern- 
ment; descriptions by P. E. Botta — designs by E. Plandin: the first ten 
numbers — to be contitmed. Presented by the Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce : — Statistics of France, comprising territory, population, external 
commerce, etc., from.1837 to 1843; nine large folio volumes. Presented by 
the National Library of France: — The New Theatre of the World, con- 
taining maps, tables, descriptions, etc., of all the regions of the globe; 
1639; 3 large folio volumes. This, considering its date, is a magnificent 
work. The Holy Evangehsts, in Arabic and Latin: printed at Rome, in 
the typographia of Lorenzo de Medici, 1591, large folio; the works of 
Euclid, in Arabic: printed at Rome, in the 16th century, folio; Acta His- 
lorica Ecclesiastica Nostri Temporis: printed at Weimar, 1741 to 1774, 
extremely rare^ 43 volumes. Presented by the King of Sweden: — His- 
tory of the Kingdom of the Moors until their expulsion in 1726, in Arabic 
and Latin: edited by Professor Tornberg^ 2 volumes in one; Ancient 
Sweden, etc., with 3 volumes of plates of its provinces, cities, buildings, 
etc., in oblong quarto. The choicest volumes in the State library to a 
, descendant and adnurer of the Puritans, and indeed to any true son of 
New England, are the ancient General Court Records of Massachusetts. 
They are copies, in manuscript, of original papers in the archives of the 
Secretary of State, and make 34 large folio volumes. The Records com* 
mence with 1629 and extend to October, 1777, and contain the entire 
legislative and much of the religious history of Massachusetts between 
those periods. Each volume hasa copious index at its close, containing 
the names oi persons and places ^ also a list of subjects spoken of, in separate 
columns, which facilitates reference, and greatly increases th6 value of 
these treasures of our colonial history. No books in the library are con- 
sulted more frequently or with more interest. Since the first volume was 
transcribed, several pages have been inserted at the beginning, containing 
records of a still earlier date."* 

The secretary of the board of education is, by a recent law, made ex- 
officio librarian, and is allowed an assistant. Two rooms in the State 
House are appropriated to the library; one of them is 64 feet by 22, and 
the other 36 by 25. The books are arranged in cases with glass doors, 
and generally according to subjects. A catalogue (43 pp. 8vo.) was pub- 
lished in 1831; another in Bvo. was printed in 1839. The last catalogue 
(125 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1846. The library is open every week- 
day from 9 a. m. to about sunset, and, during the session of the 
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*BibUotheca Sacra, January, 1850* 
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legislature, sometimes in the evening. Books are lent to members of the 
legislature and officers of the State. Rev. Barnes Sears, D. D., secretary 
of board of education, and librarian; Rev. Charles T. Jackson, assistant. 

Mercantile Library — ^7,059 vols. — The Mercantile Library Association 
was founded March 11, 1820, and incorporated in 1845. The library con- 
tains 7,059 volumesL. The average annual increase for the last ten years 
has been 400 volumes; the average annual expenditure $375. There is 
a fund of $16,100, yielding six per cent, per annum, for the support of 
the library. The library is in two rooms, each 80 feet by 35. The ar- 
rangement on the shelves is according to the date of purchase. A 
catalogue was printed in 1848, consisting of 135 pages 8vo. The library 
is open every Week-day evening till ten o'clock. Any person engaged 
in mercantile pursuits may acquire the right to use the library by paying 
two dollars per annum. Books are lent out, twenty-eight thousand an- 
nually. John Stetson, president. 

The library is composed of such <vorks in the field of general litera- 
ture as are suited to the tastes and wants of merchants and merchants' 
clerks. In the reading-room are 89 newspapers and 21 reviews and mag- 
azines. 

The number of members of the association is now 1,145. An annual 
course of lectures is delivered by distinguished gendemen. The members 
participate in exercises of debate, declamation and composition. The 
whole number of tickets for the lectures in 1848--'9 was 1,300.* 

lAbrary of the Massachusetts Histoiical Society — ^7,000 vols. — The 
foundation of the Massachusetts Historical Society was originally suggest- 
ed by Rev. Jeremy Belknap and Mr. Thomas Walcutt. It was organized 
in 1791, and incorporated in 1794. The number of members is limited 
by the act of incorporation to sixty. The library contains about 7,000 vol- 
umes, inclusive of bound newspapers; about 2,000 unbound pamphlets, 
300 maps and charts, 450 volumes of manuscripts, a lew coins,' and 70 
portraits. It increases about 100 volumes annually, wholly by donations. 
The society possesses no funds, not even for the support of a librarian. 
The entrance fees and annual assessments go for binding and other 
charges. The library occupies rooms in a stone edifice, erected in 1833. 
These rooms were purchased by the society for $6,500; $5,000 of which 
were collected by subscription at that time. These rooms are 84 feet by 
40 in their whole length and breadth. The books are placed upon the 
shelves according to size, without regard to subjects. Two catalogues 
have been published — the first, 40 pages 8vo., in 1796; the second, com- 
piled by Rev. Timothy Alden, 96 pages 8vo., was printed in 1811. The 
continuation is in manuscript. The libraty is open daily from 9 a. m. to 1 
o'clock p. m., and from 3 to 6 p. m. It is accessible to members and 
others pursuing historical investigations. About 200 volumes a year are 
lent out. About 1,000 persons a year consult the Ubrary without taking 
away books. By permission of the standing committee, books maybe 
lent to persons at a distance. Rev. Joseph B. Felt, librarian. 

'^ Among the most valuable treasures belonging to this society are the 
manuscripts of the historian Hubbard; of the first Governor Winthrop, 11 
volumes; of Governor Hutchinson; of Governor Jonathan Trumbull, of 
Connecticut, 23 volumes; the manuscript of Washington's Farewell Ad- 
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*Bibliotheca Sacra, January, 1850. 
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dress to the officers of the American army. The society has also 98 folio 
volumes of Coimiiercial Statistics of the United States, embracing the 
years from 1816 to J.842 inclusive, drawn up with care, and very com- 
plete. There is a copy of Eliot's Indian Bible in the library. Thirty 
vohimes of Collections have been printed, in three series, of 10 voli\pes 
each. The last volume of each series contains a full index of all the vol- 
umes in the series. The portraits of about seventy persons, mostly New 
England worthies, adorn one of the rooms. Some of these are of special 
value, e, ^, the portraits of Rev. Increase Mather and of Rev. John 
WUson."* 

An interesting ^^ Account of the Massachusetts Historical Society,'' 
prepared by William Jenks, D. D., of Boston, was printed in the Ameri- 
can Quarterly Register for November, 1837, pages 166-177. 

The MecfuLnios* Apprentices Library — 4,000 vols. — This institu-' 
tion claims the distinction of being the first of its kind established in the 
world. t It is due to the wise suggestion and philanthropic energy of 
Mr. Wilham Wood, now living in Canandaigua, New York. Lord 
Brougham remarks, that ^' although the remote origin of these institutions 
may be traced to Franklin, Mr. Wood has the merit of establishing them 
on their present plan, and adapting them pecuUarly to the instruction of 
mechanics and apprentices. -He founded the first in Boston, in 1820." 

Mr. Wood has been actively engaged in the formation of libraries of a 
similar character in most of our large cities, and has even extended his 
benevolent efforts to the cities of the Old World. In his own words, ^^ from 
the estabhshment of this library, in 1820, until now, as opportunity offered, 
the circulation of books, in any shape which might do good, has been the 
hobby of a life now drawing to a close." The name of this gentleman 
deserves to be held in lasting and grateful remembrance as a public ben- 
efactor. 

Mr. Wood's eflforts to collcQt a library for apprentices in Boston were 
warmly seconded by several distinguished citizens, and about 1,500 vol- 
umes were soon collected. The library was a gift from the public to the 
apprentices of Boston. On the 22d of February, 1820, it was formally 
intrusted to the guardianship of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics' 
Association, a society of long standing and established reputation. They 
agreed to take upon themselves the managemenf of the institution on 
condition that they should not be chargeable with its incidental expenses. 
The library was accordingly opened and the apprentices gratuitously 
supplied with books; the expenses being defrayed by public subscrip- 
tions. After a few years these subscriptions ceased, and the doors of the 
library were consequently closed. The apprentices feeling keenly this 
deprivation, held a meeting and agreed to take upon themselves the cares 
and responsibihties of the estabhshment, if the association would appro- 
priate a small amount to aid them in the undertaking. This request met 
with a favorable answer. The present Association of Apprentices was 
formed ^unfc 19, 1828; and the library committed to their entire control 
in 1832, by the Mechanics' Association. 

*BibliothecaS!cra, January, 1S50. * . 

f For a full and interesting history of this institution, see an address delivered before the asso* 
ciation on its 24th anniversary, by Frederick W. Lincoln, jr., Boston, 1844, from which thii 
account ia subsiaDtially taken. * 
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The association consists entirely of apprentices to mechanics and man- 
ufacturers — of course embracing only minors. Any young man who is 
an apprentice to a respectable mechanic, (and learning a mechanical trade,) 
OH producing a certificate that he is worthy of confidence, paying into the 
treasury' the sum of one dollar per year, and signing the constitution, 
shall be a member. The affairs of the- institution have been very ably and 
successfully conducted by its youthfiil members. 

The association occupies two rooms in Phillips Place, opposite the head 
of School street; the one for reading and lecture- room, (say 30 feet by 40,) 
the other (say 30 by 16) for library and conversation room. The library 
is well ^selected to promote the intellectual culture of the class for whom it 
was intended. The reading department contains the principal newspapers 
and periodicals of the city, and many from different parts of the- country, 
and is in a most flourishing condition. A cabinet of minerals and curi- 
ositi^js has been commenced; an annual course of free lectures is sup- 
ported by the institution; an elocution class has been formed, the exer- 
cises of which consist in the reading of original compositions, declama- 
tion, and debate. 

The yearly average increase of the library for the last ten years has been 
175 volumes. A catalogue was printed in 1847,- containing 68 tpages 
12mo. 

The library is open three hours every Tuesday and Saturday evening. 
About 10,600 volumes are lent out annually. Robert H. Howell, jr., is 
the present librarian. 

Library of tfpe American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions-— 3,500 vols. — This library was founded in 1822, and contains, be- 
sides 3,600 volumes, a few manuscripts and valuable maps. The average 
annual increase is about 150 volumes. The library is in the Mission 
House, Pemberton Square. There is a catalogue, but it has not been 
printed. The collection is designed mainly for the use of the officers of 
the board, and is always accessible to them. The books are occasionally 
lent to persons investigating subjects relating to missions. It is designed 
to be a library for reference on subjects connected with the work of foreign 
missions; is in no^ense a circulating library, and nothing is paid for the 
use of the books. Bjoks maybe lent to persons at a distance by consent 
of the prudential committee. Rev. S. L. Pomroy, D. D., Secretary A. B. 
C. P. M. 

Library of the Boston Society of Natural History — 3,600 vofe. — The Bos- 
ton Society of Natural History was founded in the winter of 1830, and in- 
corporated February 24, 1831 . Its great design is to ^^promote a taste and af- 
ford facilities for the pursuit of natural history, by mutual co-operation and 
the collection of a cabinet and library." The society has been conducted 
with much' energy. It holds regular and frequent meetings, issues a 
*^Journal," and has collecteda valuable cabinet and library. "When the 
society originated, the great difficulty in the way of making advances in 
the study of natural histofy was the want of books. When*we'ponsider 
how essential a library is to the study and arrangement of every depart- 
ment of the cabinet, it canjiot but be felt that the society have done wise- 
ly to ccmtribute largely towards it. It is of vital importance that the nat- 
uralist who is engaged in the investigation of any subject, should be able 
to know all that has been written upon his subject. Scientific books are 
expensive, and no man among us can promise himself such a library as 
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he may need."— ^[See notices of Boston Society of Natural History, by 
Dr. A. A. Gould, in the American Quarterly Register, February, 1842, 
pp. 236, seq.] >, 

The library contaiiled (1849) about 1,600 volumes* and a small number 
of maps and engravings. The yearly average increase is about 100 vol- 
umes. The average annual expenditure for books is about $200. The 
society has a permanent fund of about $12,000 — $10,000 of which were 
received from a bequest of Ambrose S. Courtis, esq., $300 from a\rant 
by the State, and $500 from the legacy of Simon E. Greene, esq. — onll 
third of the income of which is, by vote, appropriated to the library. 
This arrangement is liable to alteration. The society owns a brick build- 
ing with iron abutters. This contains the library and cabinet, and cSst 
$30,000. '^he library room is 30 by 26 feet. The centre building is 40 
by 30 feet, with two wings 26 by 30 feet each. The last catalogue was 
printed in 1837, and contains 27 pp. 8vo. The library is open daily from 
9 till 1 o'clock. Individuals not members of the society are freely allow- 
ed to make use of the books on application. About 300 volumes are taken 
out during the year, and about 150 dilferent persons consult the Ubrary 
yearly without taking away books. Books are lent to persons at a dis- 
tance who are known to be engaged in scientific pursuits requiring them. 
The library committee has power tolend them, and so may any member, 
he being responsible for their safe return. Charles K. Dillaway, libra- 
rian. 

*'It is expected that the choice library of Dr. Amos Binney, formerly 
president of the society, will be incorporated with that of the society. 
Both will form a fine' collection of the most important works in natural 
history in the English and French langueiges. "f 

The American Oriental Society — 400 vols. — though yet in its infancy, 
has commenced the collection of a library. It contains only a few hun- 
dred volumes,' 68 Muhammedan coins, 17 Arabic MSS., 1 Syriac MS. of 
a portion of the Old Testament, (600 years old,) and 5 Turkish MSS. 
These are all donations. The books are lent out only to the members of 
the society. The collection is at present deposited in the Boston Athe- 
naeum. Francis Gardner, librarian. 

The Library of the American Statistical Association — ^2,000 vols. — This 
society was formed November 27, 1839, and incorporated January 7, 
1841. Its purposes are to collect, preserve, and diffuse statistical inform- 
ation. — [See a notice of the society in the American Quarterly Register 
for May, 1841, pp. 451, seq.] 

The Library of the New England Genealogical Association — 1,500 
vols. — The New England Historic Genealogical Society was incorporated 
the 17th March, 1845. Its object is ^^to collect and preserve the genealo- 
gy and history of early New England families." Its library is mostly the 
fruit of donations, and comprises most of the local histories* of New Eng- 
land. The New England Historical and Genealogical Register, publish- 
ed quarterly under the auspices of the society, is a valuable repository of 
iacts relating to the early history of the country. 

The Social Law Library — 3,000 vols. — ^This Ubrary occupies a room in 
the court-house. A catalogue containing 32 pp. 8vo. was published in 1824. 



*An the report in 18S0, the number is stated at 3,500 Tolumes. 
t Bibliotheca Sacra, January, 1850. 
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T^e Bowditch Library — ^2,51X1 vofe.— The late illustrious snathemati- 
cian, Dr. N. Bowditch, collected a valuable scientific library of about 
2,5i)0 volumes. Since his death, his family, with a liberality worthy of 
* their name, have allowed to the public the free use of the books. Although, 
therefore, this collection is private property, its public usefulness requires 
that it should find a place in notices of the public libraries of Boston. 
TI^ proprietors have, we believe, expressed a desire, in ca^je the city 
should erect a profier building and actively undertake to establish a pub- 
lic library, to bestow their shares upon such an institution. But no provis- 
ion. ha% yet been made for rendering the library permanently public. The 
proprietors have established the following ^^rules for the Bowditch Libra- 
ry, at 8 Otis Place, Boston: fi 

^^As this library is peculiarly valuable from the circumstance of* its for- 
mer ownership, it is particularly requested that bool^s taken from it be used 
with care and returned punctually, subject to the following rules: 

*^t. No person will be allowed more than four volumes at a time. 

^^2. If any book be lost, it must be replaced^ although^ of course^ the 
loss can never be entirely supplied. 

<'3. No book must be kept from the library more than three months, 
without being renewed, upon the record book, 

^^4. All books must be returned on or before March 1st, of each year, 
for examination. After the 20th of the same month the library will be 
again opened. • • 

'^5. Omission, for the space of one week, to comply with the requisi- 
tions contained either in the third or fourth rule, deprives the party in de- 
fault of the right thereafter to use the library, unless two at least of the 
proprietors are satisfied that .the neglect is excusable, or are willing to pass 
over the omission. 

^^Marchie, 1846." 

About 250 volumes are taken out annually. None have been lost.. 

The Prince Library — 1,800 vols. — ^^The Old South Church (Congre- 
gational) in Boston possesses a valuable, collection of books and MSS., 
beqlieathed to the church by Rev. Thomas Prince, one of its pastors^ (the 
learned author of ^ the Chronological History of New England,' &c.) Mr. 
jPrince, while in college, in 1703, began a. collection of books, and public 
and private papers, relating to the civil and religious history of New Eng- 
land, to which he continued to make valuable additions for more than 
.fifiy years. It is a precious collection, containing many standard works 
in church history and biblical literature and theology, the works of the 
early divines of New England, and valuable pamphlets and MSS." — [Bib- 
liotheca Sacra, January, 1850.] 

Mr Prince's will was proved in 1758. Since that period, or nearly 
one hundred years, this has been the public library of that Church, and 
accessible to any person desirous of using it for literary 4)urposes. 

It appears from Mr. Prince's will, that he had made a separate collec- 
tion (to which he gave the name of the New England Library) of books, 
papers, <fcc., either published in New England or pertaining to its history 
and public affairs. This collection he gave also to the Old South Church, 
on condition that it should be kept in a difierent apartment from the other 
books, and ^^that no person shall borrow any book or paper therefrom, but 
that any person whom the pastors and deacons of said Church shall approve, 
may have access thereto." In 1814, 269 works, as they are numbered 
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on the catalogue/belong^irxg to this library, were deposited in the rooms 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. A '^catalogue of the library of 
Rev. Thomas Prince, former pastor of Old South Church, presented by 
him to the Old South Church and Society," in 112 nages 8vo., was print- 
ed at Boston in 1846. It is to be regretted that a csrealogue so well print- 
•ed should be so badly arranged, or rather so entirely destitute of all use- 
ful arrangement. 

• CAMBRIDGE. 

Harvard College Libraries — 84,200 vols.-^On the 24th of January, 
1764, in a stormy winter's night during the college vacation. Harvard 
Hall, containing the library of more than 5,000 volumes, the philosophi- 
cal apparatus, and all the little collections of objects of interest belonging 
to the college, was destroyed by fire. '^Tkus perished the valuable books 
given by John Harvard, SirKenelmDigby,Sir John Maynard, Dr. Light- 
foot, Dr. Gale, Bishop Berkeley, and other distinguished benefactors; the 
books and pamphlets connected with the early history of New England, 
the precious, though scanty, accumulations of a fcundred and twenty-six 
years — a loss which in those days must have seemed appalling, and 
which the historian, the antiquary, and the bibliographer can never cease 
to deplore." 

" The State legislature was in session. Indeed, at the time^f the calam- 
ity. Harvard Hall was occupied by them in consequence of the alarm ex- 
cited by the existence of the small pox in Boston. At the instigation of 
Governor Bernard, they immediately appropriated <;^2,000 to erect a new 
building in place of that which had been destroyed while occupied by 
them. A general subscriptioa was made for the same purpose among the 
towns and counties of the State, amounting to £^1S 16*. 9d.* A gene- 
rous sympathy was shown by many persons in the parent country. The 
subscription of Thomas HolUs, for the new building, was .^200. The 
friends of the institution manifested not less ^eal and liberality in supply- 
ing the new hall with books. The General Assembly of New Hampshire 
gave books to the value of J'SOO sterling. The Society for propagating 
the Gospel in New England and adjacent parts gave ^"200 sterling,, 
and the Society for propagating the Gospel in foreign parts gave «J'100 for 
tlie library. In 1790 the library had increased to 12,000 volumes; in 1830, 
to 30,000. It is almost entirely the fruit of individual munificence. .First 
among its distinguished benefactors jstands the name of Thomas Hollis, 
whose *^deeds of peace" entitle him to our warmestrespect and gratitude. 
The books which, during "the first ten years of the present library, he 
placed upon its shelves, were very numerous,! admirably chosen, and 
many of them elegantly bound, and containing curious and interesting 
notes in his own handwriting. At his decease, in 1774, he bequeathed 
to the college a sum of money which now constitutes a fund of $3,000, 
the interest of which is laid out in the purchase of books. In a n6te in 
Giggeius' Thesaurus Ling-Arab., he states that he has ^^been particularly 
industrious in collecting grammars and lexicons of the oriental root lan- 
guages, to send to Harvard College, in hopes of forming by that means, 



• See sketch of the history of Harvard College, bv Boston, 1848. 

t The arrivals of 43 "cases" are noted on tbf -'ing this period. 
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assisted bythe energy of the leaders, always beneficent, a few prime 
scholars, honors 1o their country and lights to mankind." 

Thomas Brand Hollis gaye to the library many excellent books, and at 
his decease, in 1806, one hurfdred pounds sterling. Hon. John Hancock, 
in pursuance of theJcnown intention of his uncle, Thomas Hancock, whose 
estate he inherited^resented to the library in 176T five hundred and fifty- 
four pounds sterling. He gave for himself, also, ^^a large collection of 
chosen authors." Thomas Palmer, of Boston, in 1772, presented ^^ the 
Antiquities of Herculanaeum, and Piranesi's Views of Rome, in 20 folio 
vols.;" and at his decease, in 1 820, bequeathed his libreft-y of nearly 1,200 
*^ choice and costly volumes," valued at $2,500. Satnuel Shapleigh, 
librarian of the university, in 1801, gave a piece of land and the residue 
of his estate for the increase of the library. The sum obtained from this 
bequest was $3,000, the interest of which is applied to the purchase of 
books in modern literature. Israel Thorndike, of Boston, purchased and 
presented, in the year 1818, the celebrated library of Professor Ebeling^of 
Hamburgh, containing 3,200 volumes of works mostly relating to America, 
and a collection of 10,000 maps'and charts> *^ probably unrivalled by any 
other collection of the kind in the world.". The whole cost $6,500. 
.In 1823 Samuel A.JEliot, of Boston, purchased and presented the valu-. 
able collection of books relating to America of D. B. Warden, consisting 
of 1,200 volumes, besides maps, prints, and charts,* costing $5,000. 
The ^^ Bpylston Medical Library," of more than 1,100 volumes, was pre- 
sented by Ward Nicholas Boylstori. The sum qf $2,000, given to th6 
university in 1825, by Hon. Peter O. Thacher, "from a fund left him in 
^ trust by the late William Breed , esq. , of Boston," was applied by the cor- 
poration to the purchase of books for the library. The Hon.. Christopher 
Gore, who had previously enriched the law library by firequent and valu- 
able donations, at his death, in 1831, lef^ by will to the college the residua 
of his estate, of which $38,000 are reserved for annuities bequeathed by 
him. The whole ultimately receivable by the college amounts to $94,88o. 
Prom this fund Gore Hall, the present library building, has been erected. 
In 1842 the sum of $21,008 was subscribed by thirty-four gentlemen in 
Boston and vicinity, for the purchase of books; not as a permanent fund, 
but for use when wanted. In 1844 Horace A. Haven bequeathed, for the 
purchase of mathematical and astronomical works for the library, the sum 
of $3,000. In 1845 the Hon. William Prescott bequeathed $3,000, 
which has been expended for books on American history, topography, &c. 
In 1846 Hon. Thom'as Grenville, of London, gave, through President 
Everett, J'lOO for the purchase gf books for the library.f 

The library of the university is at present divided into four departments, 
viz: public, law, theological, and medicaU 

The public library contains 56,000 volumes of printed books and bound 
manuscripts. The volumes in the library were counted July 11, 1849, and 
found to be 55,605. Including the additions since made, the number 
may be put down at 56,000; this includes the bound manuscripts. The 
unbound pamphlets and serial works are estimated, exclusive of duplicates, 

* Mr. Warden subsequently miide a second collection, which was bought by the State library 
©f New York. 

1 1 have been able to notice only the most important donationsto the library. For a full liti 
of them, see the appendix, to Eliot ^s History of Harvard College; compare also the preface to the 
•atalogue, by Benjamin Pierce. 



33 [ 120 ] 

to be 25,000; they probably exceed this number. No enumeration of 
MSS- separate from the foregoing has been made. In 1819, seven Greek 
MSS. were procured in Constantinople, one a jfragment of an Evangelistary, 
probably of the ninth century; there are some Latin MSS., and S43veral 
oriental MSS., in Arabic, Persian, Hindostanee, Japanese, etc. Of K6- 
man coins and medals, tlie library has 671 in copper, 43 in silver, and 1 
in gold; of ancient coins other than Roman, 8; there are about 600 modern 
coins of all sort^, and 35 modern medals. The annual increase of the li- 
brary since 1832 has been as follows: For the years ending — 

Volumes. Pamphlets. Vo'umes. Pamphlets. 
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As the books bought for the last seven years have been procured with 
the money subscribed in 1842, they are to be considered as donatioris; so 
that all the additions since 1842 are strictly gifts. The only permanent 
fund for the increase of the library yields $460 per annum. In 1842, the 
8um of $22,000 was raised by subscription, to be applied to the purchase 
of books, but not as a permanent fund. This sum is now reduced to 
^,883, which will probably be entirely expended in the coiirse of two or 
three years. Among the late additions are works in modern English Ht- 
erature, German literature, with the classical and other departments, sci- 
entific works, etc.* 

The only permanent fund for the increase of the library is the coinbined 
Hollis and Shapleigh fund, which yields about $450 per annum. The 
principal is $6,000. The public library is kept in Gore Hall, the founda- 
tion of which was laid April 25, 1837, and to which the books were re- 
moved July, 1841. The outer walls of the building are of rough stone 
ICluincy granite, or sienite,) laid in regular courses, with hammered stone 
mttresses, towers, pinnacles, drip stones, (fcc. The inner walls, columris, 
and the main floor (which rests on solid brick arches) are! of brick, the 
floor covered with hard pine boards j the other parts finished with plaster. 
The partitions are strengthened with iron columns concealed within them, 
and the roof and galleries rest on iron rafters. The whole cost, including 

'III I ' . . I .■ T 

r/ 

*Bibli6theoa Sacra, January, 1850. 
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the heating apparatus, was httle short of $76,000. It iff iii the form of a 
latin cross, the extreme length of whicii externally is 140 feet, and 
through the transept 81^ feet. The interior contains a hall 112 feet long 
and 35 feet high, with a vaulted ceiling, supported by 20 jibbed columns. 
The spaces between the columns and side walls are divided by, partitions 
into stalls or alcoves for books above and below the gallery, which is 12^ 
feet from the floor. One transept is used for a reading-room, and the other 
is divided into three apartments for books. (See Quincy's History of 
Harvard University, II, page 599.) The books are arranged according to 
subjects. 

A catalogue of the old library in 102 pages 4to. was published in 1723, 
with the title, "CatalogU3 Librorum Bibliothecse Collegii Harvardini quod 
est Cantabrigias in Nova Anglia. Bost. Nov. Angl. typis B. Green. '^ 

After the burning of the library a ^^Selectior Catalogus in usum Aca- 
demiae Alumnorum" was published, but no copy of it exists in the library. 

Another, ^'Catalogus Bibliothecae Harvardianae. Uantabrigise, Nov. 
Anglorum. Bostonias, typis T. and J. Fleet, 1790;" 8vo., 358 pages. 

The last printed catalogue is entitled: *' A Catalogue of the Library 
of Harvard University, in Cambridge, Massachusetts; 3 vols. 8vo. Camb., 
1830." 

This catalogue was prepared by Benjamin Peirce, then librarian. The 
first two volumes (952 pagesY contain an alphabetical catalogue. The 3d 
volume (223 pages) contains a systematic index, in the five classes: theol- 
ogy, jurisprudence, arts and sciences, belles-lettres, history; with a sixth 
division, comprising works relating to America. Each class has numer- 
ous subdivisions. 

As a 4th volume, was published "A catalogue of the maps and charts 
in the library of Harvard University, 8vo. Camb., 1831;" 322 pages; also 
prepared by Mr. Peirce. 

A ^^First Supplement" to the catalogue, prepared by the present libra- 
rian, was published in 1834, (260 pp. 8vo ) conlaining the additions to 
the library up to September 1, 1833. 

All officers and students of the University, officers of the State govern- 
ment and members of the legislature, clergymen of all denominations 
living within ten miles of the library, benefectors to the library to the 
amount of $40 during their residence in Cambridge, and all persons 
temporarily residing in Cambridge, for purposes of study, may bor- 
row books from the library, under certain conditions prescribed in the 
laws. ^^A ready admittance, and the requisite information and facili- 
ties for examining and consulting the works, are affi)rded to all visitors. 
The privileges granted to individuals are not exceeded by those enjoyed at 
any other institution of a similar kind, and are believed to be in all respects 
as great as a due regard to general accommodation and to the preservation 
of the books would permit." — [Preface to catalogue.] ^ 

A small sum is assessed on the student^^ for the use of the library. All 
other persons are allowed to take out books without charge. The library 
is very much used for the purpose of consultation, not only by persons 
who are entitled to borrow books, but by others. The books have not 
suffered much by insects. The injury has been confined mostly to old 
books infested before they came to the library, and to some others which 
were kept in closed cabinets.^ The present officers are: librariau, Thad- 
deus William Harris, M. D.; assistant. Rev. John L. Sibley; temporary 
assistant, Mr. Ezra Abbot; janitor, Mr. Thomas Kiernan. - 
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The snciety libraries connected with the college contain about 12,000 
folumes. 

Such deficiencies in contemporary literature as the students have at any- 
time felt in using the public library, they have attempted to supply in their 
society iibraries. 

The oldest society of students of Harvard College is The InstUute of 
1770. It was formed in that year, as a debating club', with other literary 
purposes. Different clubs have since been joined to this society, and the 
library consists of the collections formed by them for their members from 
the current literature of the periods when they were purchased. Present 
library 2,500 volumes; annual increase about one hundred. 

The Porcellian Clvb is a convivial and literary chib of many years 
standing. Considerable annual additions from the periodical and other 
current literature are made to its library, which is the largest socieiy 
library connected with the university, and contains a large number of 
valuable editions. At present it consists of about 5,000 volumes. 

The Hasty Pudding Clubs, social and literary organization founded 
in 1795— has a library which was established thirteen years afterwards. 
It now contains about 3,500 volumes. The annual increase is now 
about 300 volumes — the additions being made at present solely by the 
donations of the members. The intention of the library is to give to the 
members of the club those facilities for reference and relaxation which are 
ordinarily afforded by a gentleman's private library. It therefore consists 
of a seleciion'fi-om standard Uterature, in collecting which an especial de- 
sign has been to embrace complete sets of the leading reviews, as well as 
the current hterature of the day. 

The Cambridge Alpha of the Phi Beta Kappa society is the oldest 
branch of that institution since the patent at Williams College expired. 
It was founded in 1781. For several years after that lime a library of 
English standard literature was collected, which amounts to about 500 
voluiTjes, No additions have been made to it in recent years. 

The Natural History, Rumford, and Herm<ean societies — associations 
comparatively recently formed — have small, but increasing libraries. The 
Harvard Chapter of the Alpha Delta Phi society has a small library con- 
taining merely the books written by its graduate members, and a collec- 
tioiJ of iteriodicals. These may be set down together at 500 volumes. 

The Law IMtrwy was commenced by the purchase 6f the valuable 
collection of Judge Story, It is in the building erected for the Law 
School. It contains about 14,000 volumes — having cost, excluding 
large donations, more than $35,000. "It includes alt the American re- 
ports, and the statutes of the United States, as well as those of all the 
States, a regular series of all the English reports, including the Year 
Books, and also the English statutes, as well as the principal treatises in 
American and English law, besides a large collection of Scotch, French, 
Qerman, Dutch, Spanish, Italian, and other foreign law, and a very 
flmrie collection of the best editions of the Roman or civil law, togethei 
^vitB-the woikB of the most celebrated commentators upon lliat law." — 

[Annoal Catalogue, I81ft-'50.J • • 

"This library," {say the committee of overseers in their annual report 
ifcr 1849,) "is one of the largest and most valuable relating to law \a be 

inind in the country. As an aid to study it cannot be estimated too 
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highly. Here the student may rajige at will through all the demesnes of 
jurisprudence. Here he may acquir^e a knowledge of the books of his 
profession; learning their true character and value, which will be of in- 
calculable^ service to him in his future labors. Whoso knows how to use 
a library, possesses the very keys of knowledge. Next to kctowing the 
law, is knowing where the law is to be found." 

The library is open for the use of students during the term, and those 
who desire it pursue their studies there, especially in the preparation of 
their moot-court cases. 

Several catalogues of the library have been published; one (not, we be- 
lieve, the first) was in 80 pages 8vo., 1833; a supplement (16 pages Svo.) 
contained the books bequeathed to the library by Hon. Samuel Livermore, 
of Portsmouth, N. H. ' A general catalogue of the library was puWished in 
1834, (228 pages Svo.) This excellent catalogue, prepare^ by Charles 
Sumner, esq., is alphabetical, with a systematic index. The preface con- 
tains an interesting sketch of the history of the library. The fourth edi- 
tion, with the additions, was printed in 1846, in 354 pages 8vo. 

" The Theological librstry is in Divinity Hall. Persons entitled to its 
privileges must be connected with the T)ivinity School. Number of books 
a.bout 3,000. They consist of valuable select works, principally in 
modem theology, with some of the early fathers in the original. Means 
have been recently devised to add to the library valuable modern works 
in theology and morals, as they are published. 

^^•The Medical library is in the Medical College in Boston. • It isp laced 
there for the convenience of students attending the medical lectures* The 
number of books is bibout 1 ,200. It contains all the elementary works which 
are the most important and the most used by students. Besides these, it 
has the writings of the early Greek and tatin medical fethers and the 
works of the later medical classics; and, with the latter, it contains numer- 
ous valuable modern works.'' 

CAMBRIDGEPOjRT. 

Parish lAhrary — 500 vofe. — This library was founded in 1849. *^One 
hundred volumeiS were given by a mem^ber of the society; nearly as many 
more, formerly belonging to the Sunday School Teachers' Library, have 
been transferred to this; the others have been purchased from the proceeds 
o£the contributions a^t church." ^^Every family belonging to the society 
will be entitled to one volume at a time, which may be kept two weeks." 
A catalogue containing 8 pages 12mo. was pri^itedin 1849. 6. L. Whit- 
ney, librarian. 

GROTON. 

Library of Lawrence Academy — 3,660 vols. — In 1827, at the recom- 
mendation of Mr. Elizur Wright, then the preceptor of* the a.cademy, the 
trustees commenced the formation of a library, by the purchase of eighty- 
six books. For ten years these, without any additions, were used by 
the students. Tl^y wejp the only ones ever purchased by the coipora- 
tion. In 1838, Mr. Amos Lawrence, of Boston, made a donation of 180 
Volumes, and, up to the commencement of the year 1850, his si^ccessive 
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gifts comprise 2,400 rolumes — nearly the whole collection. Sixty volumes 
were presented by the American Tract Society; sixty-three were the re- 
lics of the library of a literary society formerly connected with the school; 
four were a gift from the corporation of Harvard College, through the 
kindqess of President Sparks; a few were received fix)m members of Con- 
gress. The hbmry is " well selected, free from all corrupting and trashy 
literature, and adapted to form a taste for useful and solid reading." The 
library is open on Wednesday to the male pupils, and on Saturday to the 
females. A catalogue in 8vo., 206 pages, was printed at Lowell in 1850; 
it is alphabetical, with a classified index; it is in every respect a well ex- 
ecuted work. Prom the preface, signed by James Means, the present 
preceptor, we have gathered the facts stated above. 

LAWRENCE. 



The Franklin Library — 830 vols. — The Franklin Library Association A ' 
us iticorporated April 24, 1847, and possesses 850 volumes. A catalogue " 




LOWELL. 

I 

aty School Library — 7,492 vols. — Founded in 1844. First opened for 
the delivery of books February 11, 1845. It contains 7,492 volumes. 
The first purchase consisted of 3,800 volumes. There have since been 
added from 1,000 to 1,500 volumes annually. The city drew from the 
State its proportion of a fund that had been accumulating for the purpose 
of forming school libraries, amounting to $1,215, and appropriated $2,000 
to purchase this library. The next year the appropriation was $1,000, 
and since then it has been $500 yearly for the purchase of books. The 
library occupies a room 60 feet by 28, on the ground floor of a brick build- 
ing belonging to the city, and centrally located. The books are arranged 
according to size, without regard to subjects, and each volume is num- 
bered. The first catalogue (printed 1844) contains 66 pages- 16mo. 
Four annual supplements have been printed, contairiitig each 21 pages. 
The library is open every day, except Sunday, from 2 to 5 and from 7 
to 9 p. m. Every citizen may take books out of the library, by giving 
satisfactory evidence that they will be carefully used, and by paying fifty 
cents annually. The number of subscribers is about 800, entitled to two 
volumes per week each. Josiah Hubbard, librarian. 

Library of the Middlesex Mechanics^ Association — 5,386 vols. — Incor- 
porated in 1825. Reading-room established 1834. The library contains 
i5,386 volumes- During the last ten years, the annual average expendi- 
ture for the purchase of books has been $314. In 1833-'34 the associa- 
tion erected a large building of brick, at an expense of $20,486 04, for 
all the purposes of the association. The library-room is 40 feet by 26, 
and 1 1 feet high. The reading-room is of the same size. A catalogue 
was printed in 1840, containing 136 pages 8vo. 89 pages are devoted to 
an alphabetical catalogue of the books, and 47 pages to a classified index, 
the large divisions of wfajeh are science, history, literature, government, 
and politico. Tlieology is included under science. Each division has 
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several subdivisions. A supplement of 22 pages was printed in 184R 
All members of 'the, association, and other persons, citizens of Lowell, by 
paying an annual subscription of six dollars,, are admitted to the privileges 
of the library and reading-room. The books are lent out. The librarjr 
is open every day except Sunday from 2 till 5 o'clock p. m.^ sind in the 
evening from 7 to 9. Strangers may be introduced by members to the 
use of library and reading-room. Mr. Crafts, librarian. 

NANTUCKET. 

The Aihenamn Library — 2,552 vols, — The Athenffiinn was founded m 
1836. The library was aestroyed by fire in July, 1846; refurnished and 
opened to the public in February, 1847; containgd, in January, 1849, 
2,532 volumes. It has small conchelogical and geological cabinets, a few 
maps, and several hundred coins of small value. 100 volumes were added 
in 1848. A wooden building was erected for the use of the institution in 
1846- M7^ containing a lecture-room, library-room, and museumtr-the 
cost, about $5,000. The library-room is 49 feet by 24, and 12 feet hig^. 
It iR arranged in alcoves, and capable of holding 10,000 volumes. Opened 
daily from \\ to 5 p. m., and on Saturday eveiiftgs from 6 to 9. Shars* 
holders pay two dollars per annum, others three dollars per annum, for 
the use of the books. During the years 1 847 and 1848, 5,230 books were 
taken out each year. William Mitchell, president. 

NEWTON 

Library of the Theological Seminary — 6,000 i?o&.— Founded in 1825. 
Contains 6,000 volumes. All persons connected with the institution are 
entitled to the use of the library. The librarian has discretionary power 
in regard to lending books to other persons. A catalogue was published 
in 1833, in 12mo. The Seminary belongs to the Baptist denomination. 

PLYMOUTH. 

77«e Old Colony Pilgrim Society was formed 9th of November, 1819, 
for the purpose of commemorating the landing of the pilgrims upon the 
rock of Plymouth, of cherishing the memory of their virtues and suffer- 
ings, and of preserving such well authenticated relics as could then be 
gathered. In 1824 a monumental edifice was erected by the society. It 
is of unwrought split granite, 70 feet in length by 40 in width, and is two 
stories in height. It has a handsome Doric portico. The whole expense 
of the building and appurtenances was about $15,000. In the edifice a 
room is set apart for a library and a cabinet of curiosities. It has as yet 
but a small number of volumes. It has also some manuscripts relative to 
our early history. The cabinet contains a large number of curiosities of 
great interest. [See History of the Pilgrim. Society, by W. Cogswell^ in 
the American Quarterly Register for August, 1838, pp. 82-90.] 

ROkXBURT. 

Athenaum Library — 5,000 vols, — The Roxbury Athenaeum was founded 
May 1, 1848. The library contains about 5^000 bound volumesj and 
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about 4,000 pamphlets, and, say, 40 maps and charts, and 100 engravings. 
Thp first year, $1,500 were expended for the library; the second year, 
^600, There is a permanent i fund of $4,000, yielding about $250 per 
annum. Many books have been received by donation. The library is 
open every day from 8 o'clock to 11 a. m., and from 3 to 5 p. m. The 
price of a share is twenty-five dollars. Annual subscribers pay four dol- 
lars. Three books may be taken out at a time by any proprietor or sub- 
ficriber. Over 4,000 were taken out in 1849. A catalogue, 250 pages 8vo., 
was printed in 1849. Benjamin Kent, librarian. 

SALEM. 

The Athenaeum LAhrary — 1 1 ,000 vols. — '' The Salem Athenaeum, incor- 
porated in 1810, was formed by the union of the Social and Philosophical 
Libraries. 

"In the year 1760, a number of gentlemen signed a covenant for the A 
formation of a library in Salem, to be called the ^Social Library.' The W 
number of shares at the commencement was thirty-two, at five guineas 
per share. This number was afterwards increased by the accession of 
new members. The library was first deposited in the brick school-house 
in School street, and there continued till 1786, when it was removed to 
the new middle school-house, now the centre school-house, in Washing- 
ton street. The brick school-house was taken down to erect on or near 
its site the court-house; and this last building was also taken down in 
1839 for the accommodation of the Eastern Railroad Company. The 
library was afterwards removed to the Central Building, Central street, 
where it continued till the union and tlie formation of the Athenaeum." 

^^Prom the vear 1775 to 1784, no meetings were held; and the interest 
which was before manifested in the success of the library was paralyzed 
by the unsettled state of the country during the Revolution. At the res- 
toration of peace, the attention oiAhe proprietors was again directed to the 
state of the library. All fines, forfeitures, <fcc., that had been incurred 
during the above-mentioned period, were cancelled, and it was determined 
to begin anew. A fresh impulse, thus imparted, rendered its further prog- 
ress successful. In 1797 an act of incorporation was obtained. In 1809 
a catalogue was printed. 

'^ During the revolutionary war, the vessel on board of which a part of 
the library of the celebrated Dr. Richard Kirwan* was shipped for trans^ 
portation across the Irish Channel was captured by an American privateer. 
These books were brought into Beverly and sold. A company of gentle^ 
men, consisting of the Rev. M. Cutler, LL. D., of Hamilton; Rev. J. Wil- 
lard, D. D., LL. D., and Joshua Fisher, M. D., of Beverly; Rev. T. Bar- 
nard, D. D., Rev J. Prince, LL. D., E. A. Holyoke, M. D., LL. D., and 
Dr. J. Orne, of Salem, <kc., became the purchasers; and thus was laid 
the foundation of the 'Philosophical Library.' An offer of remuneration 
was afterwards made to Dr. Kirwau, who generously declined it, express- 
ing his satisfaction that his valuable library had found so useful a destina- 
tion. Rev. Joseph Willard was the librarian from the commencement till 
. 1 

"•Dr. Kirwan, a chemical phl^oonpher, was born in Ireland about the middle of the last r^Jf- 
tory, and die^J in 1812. His prii\cipal wor^B ar«»i *An E-flay on the Constitution of Aci'*"»* 'El. 
ennents of Mineralogy,' in two vols. 8vo.,and a -work on lo^ic, published in X809. — />«*"»y CV* 
elopcRdiay art. Kiiwan,''^ 
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his removal to Cambridge, in December, I78f, to enter npoiiffie duties 
of president of Harvard University. The Rev. Dr. Prince was then aj)- 
pointied his successor, atid continued in office till the union, in 1810. The 
fete N. Bowditch, LL. D;, when a young nfian, was enabled, through the 
kindness of the proprietors, to pursue his studies under very favorable au- 
spices, by having free access to this library, which contained many im- 
portant scientific books. In order to repay the debt of gratitude which he 
felt he had incurred, he left in his will, made fifty years afterwards, the 
sum of one thousand dollars for the use of the Salem Athenaeum. 

^^At the formation of the Athenaeum, the books were dep(J)sited in the 
rooms occupied by the Social Library. In April, 1815, they were removed 
to rooms in EssextPlace. In 1825 they were again removed to the rooms 
over the Salem Bank; and finally, iti the spring of 1841, to the present 
ispacious hall in Lawrence Place, recently fitted for their reception. The 
present number of shares is ninety-seven. Number of volumes in the 
library, 9,000. They have been principally obtained by (he sale of shares, 
and by annual assessments " * 

The library increases at an average rate of 250 volumes per annum. 
About $400 are annually appropriated for the piychase of books. There 
is a peirmalnent fuiid for the increase of the library yielding about $150 a 
year. There have been several Catalogues printed. 

Catalogue of the Social Library,^ 1809 - - - 8vo. 42 pages. 

Do do SMem Athenasum, 1811 - - 8vo. 72 " 

- 8vo. 77 « 

- Svo. 95 " 

- Svo. 171 '' 

- Svo. 13 ^< 

The catalogue of 1842, by Thomas Cole, esq., consists of two parts: 
t^e first, oif 93 pages, contains the titles of the books, systematically ar- 
ranged; the second (pp. 95 — 171) a list of about 1,600 pamphlets, inserted 
alphabetically under the names of their respective authors. A short ac- 
count of each auihor, as far as could be ascertained, is ^jBixed, noticing 
the year of his birth and death, tlie. college or university at which he was 
^aduated, the principal places of residence, occupation, &c. It is skill- 
mlly and accurately prepared. 

The library is ppen every da3f^, except Sundays, from 8 o'clock a. m. 
tiU sunset. Proprietors and their families, also settled clergymen of the 
city and neighboring towns, are entitled to the use of the books. Pro- 
pri^^tors have the liberty to introduce strangers as readers. No record is 
kept of tlie number thus introduced. Charles J. W'hipple, librarian. 

'''') volumes. The i)amphlets, 
table collection, are mostly 
only an excellent library for popular use, 
Ifutit cpiitains an unusually large proportion of works of standard value. 
Early tlieological and scientific works, and the transactions of learned 
jsocieties,* are more fully represented than in most libraries of this kind. 
The later additions have been well selected, and mostly in the depart- 
ments of modern history, biography, voyages and travels, and general 
■^*'nfflish literature. 

JOid^ary of the Essex Ltstitttte— 2^529 *^ols. — This society was incor- 

*See introductorv '^marka to the catalogue, 1842. 
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Dorated in 1848, and formed by the union of the Essex Historical Society 
[incorporated in 1821) and the Essex County Natural History Society, 
^incorporated in 1836.) The library contains 2,522 volumes, 20 MSS., 
J5 maps, 30 paintings or engravings of the former presidents of the His- 
torical Society, and ^ome of the worthies of New England, a few coins, a 
good collection of objects of natural history, in the several departments of 
nature, a few Indian relics, &c. For the last ten years about 250 volumes 
and 350 pamphlets have been added annually, and principally by dona- 
tion. For the same period about $100 per annum have been expended 
in the purchase of books. The room is accessible at all times to members 
of the society who may take out books. A considerable number of per- 
sons visit the library daily for the purpose of consulting the books. Henry 
M. Brooks, librarian. 
LAbrary of the Mechanics^ histitute — 3,000 vols. 

Note. — For the following additional information respecting public 
libraries in Salem we are indebted to Dr. Henry Wheatland, of that city: 

The East India Marine Society has a library containing 300 voiiimes, 
some 20 or 30 of which ^ manuscript journals of ^ea voyages, (fcc. The 
museum belonging to this society is one of the most valuable and inter- 
esting in the country. Charles M. Endicott, president. 

This society, whose membership is confined to those who have doubled 
Cape Horn and the Cape of Good Hope, as masters of vessels, was formed 
in 1799, and incorporated in 1801. A catalogue of the museum, &c., 
was printed in 1831, (178 pp. 8vo.)' 

lite Essex Southern District Medical Society, formed in 1805, consists 
of those "members of the Medical Society residing in.featem and the other 
towns in the southern section of the county. The library contains 1,000 
volumes, and is located in the Lyceum Building. Dr. E. B. Peirson, 
librarian. 

7^he Essex Agrictdtural Society y forriied in 1818 under the auspices of 
the late Hon. T. Pickering, its first president, has within a few months past 
purchased the agricultural library of the late Henry Colman, containing 
525 volumes. These, with a few volumes previously in its possession, 
will make the library contain 650 volumes. It is deposited in a room in 
the City Hall, Salem. John W. Proctor, of Danvers, presideni. 

The Salem Evangelical Library, founded in 1818, contains 1,400 vol- 
umes. Rev. B. Emerson, D. D., librarian. 

Besides these, three religious societies possess libraries containing to- 
gether 2,500 volumes; the public school libraries contain 3,600 Volumes; 
the Sabbalh school libraries 8,000 -volume? — making an aggregate, in- 
cluding the Athenaeum, the IVJechanics' Library, and the library of the 
Essex Institute, of 34,192 volumes in the public libraries of the city. 

WULLIAMSTOWN. 

Williams College Libraries — 10,559 vols. — The college library was 
founded contemporaneously with the college in 1793, and contains at 
present 5,993 volumes, the charts of the UnUed States coast survey, and a 
very few coins. The yearly average increase f»r the last ten years has 
been 188 volumes. Yearly expenditure, f 190. A brick building was 
erected for the accommodation of tlie library, by Hon. Amos Lawrence, of 
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Boston, in 1847, at a cost of $7,000. It is called Lawrence Hall. In 
form it is a regular octagon, each side 19 feet, and is found to be very con- 
venient. A catalogue, 51 pages 8vo., was printed in 1845. The first was 
printed in 1794, others in 1812 and 1828. The library, is opened one 
hour every Wednesday and Saturday during term time. The students of 
the two lower classes pay 40 cents each, per term, for the use of books; 
those of the two upper classes pay 50 cents each. Books are lent out to 
clergymen and other literary gentlemen, even at a distance from the col- 
lege, at the discretion of the librarian. About 800 are taken out annually. 
Prof John Tatlock, librarian. 

Besides the college library, are the libraries of two societies of under- 
graduates of the college: 

The Philologian Society Library ... 2,416 vols. 

Philotechnian Society Library - - - • 2,150 " 

As the building erected for the library of this college is one of the few, 
in the planning of which the internal cmtveniences have been primarily 
consulted, it may not be amiss to give in this place a somewhat minute 
description of it. 

It was required to erect a building for a library of 6,000 volumes, capa- 
ble of «ccom7norfo^ing*'30,000, and of being ejctOTded so as to hold 60,000, 
or more, without interfering with the part first built. The edifice was to 
be of brick, substantial and tasteful, and not to cost more than $7,000. 
These, it must be confessed, are somewhat diflScult conditions to meet. 

The building is in form ^ regular octagon, each side 19 feet, the whole 
height 40 feet. The elevation presents a principal story of the Ionic order, 
with arched windows, one on each side, and plain pilasters. There is a 
rusticated baseuient 13 feet in height. The entrance is by a single door 
in one face of the octagon. This door opens upon a vestibule, from which 
jises a circular staircase conducting to the library story, and intended, 
when the increase of the library may demand it, to be carried up to the 
galleries. Leaving, for the present, the basement, we will notice the prin- 
cipal story. This is occupied as the library. It is lighted from the sides 
and the top; is cheerful, airy, and elegant. In the centre is a circular 
colonade of 8 Ionic pillars, from which springs a dome, surmounted by 
a lantern. The cases for the books are to be placed against the walls, ana 
radiating from the columns to the corners of the octagon, thus dividing 
the room into 8 alcoves and a circular area in the centre. One of these 
alcoves contains a circular staircase. The shelves at first built are only 
7 feet high, and will contain say 10,000 volumes. When more shelves 
are required, a light iron gallery is to be laid upon the top of the cases, 
and another *set of shelves, also 7 feet in height, is to be placed upon the 
first. This gallery is reached by a continuation of the circular staircase, 
one staircase being suflicient for so comjJact a library. The. room will 
admit three such tiers of shelves. Thus the apartment will hold 30,000 
volumes; all of which may be reached without the use of movable lad- 
ders. I'he librarian's desk is in the centre; from it he can see, by simply 
turning round, every person and every book in the room. 

The basement is divided into rooms corresponding in shape to the al- 
coves of the library. One of these divisions and the central area form 
together a lobby communicating with the several rooms. Another of the 
divisions is occupied by the stairs. Two others form a room for the meet- 
ings of the trustees and for a reading-room of periodicals. The division 
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of the octagon directly beliind the stairs, serves as an entrance to the cel- 
lar and as a lumber-room. The first room on the left of the lobby is the 
^'packing-room," into which all boxes of books are to be first brought, to 
be unpacked and examined. All books to be bound, or to be sent away 
for any purpose, should be invoiced and packed here. A dumb-waiter 
conunuuicates* with the- library above. Next to the packing room, and 
opening into it, is the librarian's room; next to that a room for engravings, 
manuscripts, and other articles which require to be kept apart from the 
principal collection and guarded with special care. 

WORCESTER. 

Library of the American Antiquarian Society - 18,0r'0 vnh — The Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society was incorporated October 24, 1812. The present 
number of volumes in the library somewhat exceeds 18,000. Its manu- 
scripts, though of much interest to the student of New England history, 
cannot readily be enumerated. Many maps, charts, engravings, medals, 
&c., belong to the collection. The average annual increase, for the last 
ten years, has been 404 books and 1,048 pamphlets. The accessions to 
the library are chiefly donations. There is no ftind solely for the pur* 
chase of books, and no regular appropriaiion. The general funds of the 
society amount to $30,038 33. About $200 were expended in 1848. A 
brick building was erected in 1820 at a cost of about $10,000. it consists 
of a central edifice 50 by 40 feet, and two stories high, with wings each 
28 by 20 feet, also two stories high. The only catalogue which has been 
published was printed in 1837, and contains 582 pages royal 8vo. The 
regujar .hours for keeping the library open are firom 9 a. m. to 1 p. m., 
and irom 2 to 5 p. m. ; Saturday afternoons excepted. The library is free 
to the public for use on the premises. But books are not^lent out, except 
that,'by a special act of the council in each case, permission may be had to 
take books from the town, a bond being given for their safe return. It is 
impossible lo say how many persons consult the library annually. The 
number is very large. Samuel P. Haven, librarian. 

The preface to the catalogue contains the foUowin^ketch of the histo- 
ry pf this library, which, from its public interest, we insert in full: 

Th^ library of the American Antiquarian Society owes its origin to the 
sound judgment and sagacious foresight, not less* than to the public spirit 
and zeal for the diffusion of knowledge, which marked the character of 
Isaiah Thomas, the venerable founder of the institution. The important 
contributions made by Dr. Thomas, both as an author and a printer, to the 
cause of good learning, need not here be repeated; they already form apart 
of our public history. From his press much of the early literature of the 
country was supplied, and to his pen was it occasionally indebted for sug- 
gestions and illustiations, in the form of notes, prefaces and appendices, 
giving increased value to the publications which issued under his auspices. 
His. " History of Printing," written after his retirement from business, 
was the fruit of his past industry and research, and is a standard work on 
the shelves of our'principal libraries. 

During his activeiperiod of life, while engaged in the publication of 
books, to an extent which kept nearly twenty presses in constant (Operation, 
and at the same time in conducting a magazine and newspaper of wide 
ciicuiatiun, Mr. Thomas necessarily collected many books, pamphlets^ and 
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To this he subsequently made additions with a view to the preparation of 
his History. After the publication of that work, he justly considered tte 
library which he had been gradually gathering, as a treasure of too much 



value to society to be hoarded in private while he lived, and perhaps scat- 
tered to the four winds at his decease. He was led by this consideratimi 
to propose an association for collecting and preserving the materials of his- 
tory, to whose charge he might intrust his Hterary treasures, for the us^oT 
the present and future generations, and with the fond expectation that they 
would be the embryo of a collection hereafter to rival the famous libraries 
of Europe. His design was subrfiitted to his friends, with whose advice 
and assistance he matured a plan of organization for the American Anti- 
quarian Society, and procured an act of incorporation October 24, 1812, 
Ue was elected the first president, and continued in that office till his 
decease, April 4, 1831, at the ago of 82. 

Immediately after the incorporation of the society, Mr. Thomas bestowed 
upon it his library, then composed of about 3,000 bound volumes, a great 
number of pamphlets, and a series of newspapers far more complete than 
any other existing in America. Soon afterwards a donation of 900 volumes 
was received through the hands of Mrs. Hannah Crocker, a descendant 
of the Mather family, (in part a gift from herself, and partly a purchase by 
Mr. Thomas,) being the remains of the library formerly belonging to In- 
crease and Cotton Mather, the most ancient in Massachusetts, if not in 
the United States. A valuable addition was also made to the library and 
cabinet by the legacy of Rev. William Ben tley, D. D., of Salem. The 
books bequeathed by Dr. Bentley amounted to sev^eral hundred volumes, 
principally German editions and in the German tongue, besides a collection 
of oriental manuscripts, including a splendid illuminated copy of the 
Koran, and several conunentaries thereon. ,- 

Our munificent founder continued to cherish the child of his old age * 
with truly parental assiduity. Every year he made liberal donations of 
books and rare curiosities, some of whrch were procured by him at consid- 
erable expense. Th# whole amount of his donations in books was between 
7,000 and 8,000 bound volumes, a large number of unbound tracts, and 
the greater proportion of all the newspapers now belonging to the society. 
He was at the charge of printing the first volume of Transactions, pub- 
lished in 1820. In the same year he erected the edifice now occupied by 
the society, and gave^t for their exclusive use. And to crown his bene- 
factions and place the existen<*e and usefulness of the institution beyond 
the reach of ordinary vicissitude, he endowed it, at his decease, with a 
fund, which, if not equal to all its wants, is ample compared with many 
other institutions, and will probably enable it hereafter to do good service 
in the republic of letters. 

There are many other benefactors of the society entitled to their grati- 
tude, aujong whom it may be permitted to the committee charged with the 
publication of the catalogue to name the Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop,our 
present president, whose solicitude for the interests of ^he institution has 
been unceasing, and who has enriched the library with many volumes of 
gi'eat pricjs and rarity. Mr. Thomas Wallcut, of Boston, has been the do- 
nor of a large collection of old books and pamphlets, especially suited to 
the objects and taste of the antiquary. The names of all donors, even of a 
single volume or tract, or any article of curiosity, are entered on our records, 
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Mid will be transmitted, on the list of our patrons, to those who may come 
Sifter us. 

Soon after the incorporation of the society, the national government 
made provision for supplying us with copies of the public laws and docu- 
ments. The legislatures of several of the States have generously made a 
similar provision. The government of Massachusetts furnishes two sets 
of all the publications ordered by the legislature, inchiding the statutes 
and judicial reports. These documents compose a valuable portion of our 
library; and should the example be imitated by the other States of the 
Union, a collection of public documents would soon be formed, whose 
importance to the statesman and the historian cannot be too highly esti- 
mated. 

The present [1837] number of bound volumes in the library is about 
12,000, including upwards of 1,2^)0 volumes of pamphlets, and more than 
700 bound volumes of newspapers. There are about 500 pamphlets yet un- . 
bound, exclusive of duplicates, and nearly 1,0U0 volumes of unbound 
newspapers. Nearly all the American papers printed before the Revolution 
are in this collection, and of some of them a more complete series is here 
to be found than is anywhere else in existence. 

The manuscripts of the society are of considerable value, especially that 
portion of them which relates to the early ecclesiastical history of New 
England. They embrace many of the papers ef the Mathers — Richnrd, 
Increase, Cotton, and Samuel; those of John Cotton, minister of the first 
church in Boston, and of John Cotton, the second, minister of Plymouth. 
There are many other manuscripts which have already been consulted 
with advantage by authors, and others who have had occasion to investi- 
gate the venerable records of the past. The lapse of years wHladd to their 
importance; and those time-defaced pages, which are now merely glanced 
at as objects of curiosity, will hereg.fter be studied with an intense and 
eager interest. 

The cabinet of the society is not yet of great extent. The articles of 
most interest are those illustrating the manners of our fathers, and the 
weapons of war, articles of apparel, and domestic utensils of the abo- 
rigines of North America. Specimens of this kind, of American origin, 
are more to be desired by an American Society of Antiquaries, than any 
articles, however rare or antique, brought hither from the ransacked do- 
mains of the Old World. The cabinet contains a collection of coins, com- 
paratively small, but amounting to nearly 2,000 pieces, of which, how- 
ever, many are duplicates. Among them is a considerable number of 
coins of the Roman Empire, and a few said to be of still more remote 
antiquity. It is believed there are specimens of nearly all the pieces of 
money ever struck in the present United States. 

The library and cabinet of the institution are deposited in a building, 
in the construction and occupation of which great precaution has been 
taken for the security of the treasures accumulated within its walls. 

The second volume of ^^Archaeologia Americana" has lately issued 
from the press^The long delay which took place between the appearance 
of the fust ancT of the second volume is to be imputed, not to the want of 
materials for the publication, or inclination to spread them before the 
public, but to the want of sufficient funds, which^have but recently come 
into the possession of the society. 

The foregoing sketch of the origin of the society, its objects, history, 
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and present condition, it is hoped by the committee will not oe deemed an 
unsuitable introduction to this volume. 

A catalogue of the library has long been a desideratum, not only to the 
members of the society, but to' all who sought access to their archives. 
Without such an index, a grqat portion of our volumes were no better than 
sealed books to every inquirer who had not time or patience to seek, 
among the undigested mass, for such dates and facts as he desired to as- 
certain. The catalogue now published is almost wholly the work of the 
late lamented librarian, Christopher 0. Baldwin, whose decease the soci- 
ety deplores as an irreparable loss. It was prepared by him withvgreat 
care and labor, and is a monument of his untiring industry. It has been 
completed and brought up to the present date, by the acting librarian, 
Maturin h, Fisher, esq. Its accuracy, as far at least as regards the bound 
books, has been since subjected to the test of a careful comparison of its 
titles with the correspondent volumes on the shelves of the library. It is 
in the alphabetical form, which has been generally adopted by librarians, 
as more simple in its arrangement and more convenient for reference, than 
a systema-tic index. The plan pursued was to give the name of the author 
when known, and where the work is anonymous, briefly to state the sub- 
ject. Each letter of the alphabet has been paged by itself, to facilitate the 
insertion of future additions under the respective letters, and thus render 
a new edition of the whole catalogue unnecessary, at least for several 
years. Our list of books, it will be observed, contains an unusual propor- 
tion of tracts, for which reason it is swollen to a size somewhat dispropor- 
tionate to the solid contents of the library. But we prize this large col- 
lection of pamphlets, as a most important part of those materials ior his- 
tory which it is the great object of the society to preserve; and if the list 
was confined to these alone, we should judg^ it of sufficient consequence 
to warrant a publication. 

A written catalogue of manuscripts, very minute in its titles and details, 
is now in a course of preparation, and will be kept in the library for the 
inspection of all who may have, occasion to consult it. 

By order of the Council: 

JOHN PARK. 

The catalogue of this invaluable collection will ere long be reprinted, 
with the additions since the time of the first printing. Prepared by the 
present learned and able librarian, it will be a very important contribution 
to the means of investigating the early history of New Englaryl^ This 
society has taken measures to commence the project of stereotyping by 
titles, so that each library in the country, while it secures a permanent 
catalogue of its own treasures, will help form the general printed and s'te- 
reotyped catalogue of all the libraries. This plan, proposed some years 
ago at the Smithsonian, Institution, has received a new impulse through 
the favor and support which has been accorded it by the Antiquarian So- 
ciety. 

1 am indebted to Mr. Haven for the following additional particulars 
respecting this library: 

^^ A prominent feature in the.collection is the Mather Libratyy consisting 
of about 1,000 volumes, and containing probably the greater portion of the 
books owned by Increase and Cotton Mather, as well as those of Richard, 
the father of Increase. The first two were emphatically the scholars of 
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their day^ in New England; a'nd the works they collected fairly represent 
the literature and learning of their time, whether historical, theological, or , 
metaphysical, or delating to the natural sciences. This is perhaps the 
oldest private library iu the country that has been transmitted from one 
generation to another. It was obtained from Mrs. Hannah Mather Crock- 
er, grand-daughter of (Jotton Mather, and only remaining representative 
of the family in Boston — partly by gift and partly by purchase. It is call-, 
ed in the records ^The remains of tTie ancient library of the Mathers,' 
and was considered by Isaiah Thomas as ^the oldest library in New Eng- 
land, if not in the United States.' With these books was obtained a large 
collection of tracts and manuscripts belonging to the Mathers: the latter 
consisting of sermons, diaries, correspondence, and common-places. 
Many of the tracts are political, and relate to the period of the Revolution 
and the Commpnwealth in England. Taken together, this Mather col- 
lection is unique, and of great historical value. 

^^ The pamphlets form anotheT prominent and somewhat peculiar fea- 
ture. They undoubtedly contain a greaternumberand variety of fugitive 
publications, such as illustrate the character and spirit of the time, than 
can be found elsewhere in the country. Those of ancient date are nu- 
merous and curious. 

*^ The newspapers begin with the first number of the first papeif printed 
in the United States; and, though the series is not perfect, it is, taking 
the whole period together, the most perfect that has been preserved. The 
collection of flr/mawGfC5 is. also, the most complete and curious that can 
probably be found in the country. The manuscripts are chiefly such as il- 
lustrate New England history. Many are theological; some are treatises 
and commentaries that have not been printed. There are many letters 
written by or addressed to the original settlers and their immediate descend- 
ants. There are a few diaries, and an untold quantity of manuscript ser- 
mons. Besides those of an t)lder period, a mass of military papers relating to 
the American Revolution belong to the society, which, at the request of 
the State government, have been deposited in the State House at Boston. 

"As to paintings and engravings, besides the family portraits of the 
Mathers, five in number, the society possesses an original portrait of Win* 
throp (received from the late William Winthrop, of Cambridge,) together 
with the ^stone pot, tipped and covered* With a silver lydd,' containing the 
genealogy of the direct line in which that heir- loom, the pot, had de- 
scended. This stone pot is referred to in Savage's edition of Winthrop's 
journal. We have also portrait of Endicott, Higginson, John Rogers, the 
martyr; Governors Burnett and Leverett; Hannah Adams; our late presi- 
dents, Isaiah Thomas and Thomas L. Winthrop; Mr. Baldwin, late libra- 
rian; Charles Paxton, by Copley; Judge Chandler, (fcc; and a very con- 
siderable collection of engraved heads in frames, bequeathed <by the late 
Dr. Bentley, of Salem., 

*^ There are also many curious and rare old maps and charts, ^^ 

lAbiary of the College of the Holy Cros^ — 4,220 vols. — Founded in 
1843; contains about 4,000 volumes, besides many rpaps, charts, engra- 
vings and pieces of music, and 650 coins and medals. It is opened every 
day. The professors of the college, and such of the students as have spe- 
cial leave from the president, are entitled to the use of the books. Books 
are occasionally lent out to persons at a distance from the college. J. 
O'Callaghan, librarian. 
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A society of students possesses a library of 220 volumes. 

The Library of ike mechanics'^ Institute contains over 1,000 Volumes, 
nearly all of them choice scientific works recently selected. About $300 
per annum are now applied to the increase of the library. 

The Lyceum Library contains 1 ,300 volumes, selected with care. The 
sum expended for books last year was $100, which is perhaps about the 
average annual .amount. 

The Library of the Manual Labor High School, established by the Bap- 
tists in 1832, contains about 500 volumes. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

From the twelfth report of the secretary of the board of education, pre* 
sented November, 1848, we learn that the number of volumes in the 
school libraries was 91,539, and their estimated ' value $42,707. "It 
would be difficult," adds the secretary, "to mention any way in which 
a million of dollars could be moje beneficially expended than in supplying 
the requisite apparatus and libraries for our common schools." 

There are sixty-seven incorporated academies in the State, many of 
TUfhich possess libraries. Some few of these have already been noticed. 

Most of the religious societies possess also Sunday school libraries. 
The number of vokimes it is difficult to estimate. It must, however, be 
very large. These books exert a powerful influence in literature no less 
than in religion and morals. 

Social libraries exist in about two-thirds of the towns in the State. 
Some of these have been noticed, but only a small part of all that exist. 
It will be a work of time to gather exact information respecting the whole 
oftheYn. 

By chapter 52, statutes of 1848, the State legislatuie authorizes the 
diy of Boston to establish a public library , and to expend $5,000 a year 
for its support. Mr. Bigelow, the present mayor of the city, has presented 
$.1,000. Hon. tidward Everett has given a valuable collection of public 
documents, comprising more than 1,000 volumes. Many books have also 
been received from Mr. Vattemare. Mr. Winthrop, present Senator from 
this State, has also presented the documents of the general government 
for about ten years. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

NEWPORT. 

Redwood Library — 4,000 vols. — A catalogue (95 pages 8vo.) of this 
library wds published in 1843.* The preface contains the following his- 
torical sketch of this venerable institution, which has been thought to 
possess sufficient general interest to warrant its publication, with some 
omissions, in this place: ^ 

^^ The Red woofl Library and Athenasum owes its origin to a literary 
and philosophical society, which was established in Newport in the year 
1730. This society was composed of some of the most respectable men 
of the town of Newport, at that period one of the most remarkable ia the 

* A catalogue had also been printed in 1764, in octaVo. 
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American colonies, for its wealth, learning, and public spirit. Its origin 
is connected with a splendid name i|i literatnre and philosophy. The 
celebrated Bishop Berkeley, who resided at this time on Rhode Island, 
encouraged the formation of this institution, and participated in its dis- 
cussions. He was Ihe intimate friend of souie of its members; and the 
charm of his conversation, undoubtedly, gave a delightful interest to its 
meetings. Berkeley resided on Rhode Island from January, 1729, to 
September, 1731; and from frequent intercourse with these vigorous- 
minded men, derived that knowledge lof American character which 
prompted his muse to utter the prophetic declaration, ^Westward the star 
of empire takes its way.' 

*^ At that period, the advantages of the association depended on a sys- 
tem of weekly debattes and conversations upon questions of utility or in- 
terest. The formation of a library was, subsequently, considered by them 
as one of the most' powerful means of accomplishing their original pur- 
pose, ^ the promotion of knowledge and virtue.' The system of debates 
was gradually laid aside, and the energies of the society were solely di- 
rected to the collation of valuable books. Had the establishment of a li- 
brary constituted, originally, an object of the society, the valuable books 
given by Bishop Berkeley to Yale College and Harvard University, on his 
departure from Newport, in 1731, would undoubtedly have been presented 
by him to this institution, to individual members of which he was strongly 
attached. 

" In the accomplishment of this new object, a great impulse was given 
by Abraham Redwood^ esq., who, in 1747, placed at the disposal of the 
society J^500 sterling, for the purchase of standard books in London. To 
give permanence and usefulness to his donation, Mr. Redwood enjoined 
on the society the duty of erecting an edifice as a depository for such books 
as might be purchased. In pursuance of their object, a charter of incor- 
poration was obtained in 1747, and the society, in honor of their most lib- 
eral benefactor, asumed the name of the Redwood Library Company. 
For the erection of a library building, five thousand pounds were almost 
immediately subscribed by different citizens of the town . Heny Collins,* 
esq., proved a noble coadjutor of Mr. Redwood, and presented, in June, 
1748, to the company, the lot of land then called Bowling Green, on 
which the present library edifice now stands. 

'' The library building, which is a beautiful specimen of the Doric or- 
der, was commenced in 1748 and completed in 1750. The plan was 
furnished by Joseph Harrison,t esq., assistant architect of Blenheim 
House, England. He also superintended the erection of the edifice, 
with tlie committee of the company, consisting of Samuel Wickham, 
Henry Collins, and John Tillinghast. The master-builders were, Wing 
Spooner, Samuel Green, Thomas Melville and Israel Chapman. The 
pnncipal front is ornamented with a portico of four Doric columns, seven- 
teen feet in height, and projecting nine feet from the walls of the building. 



* '* Henry Collins was a merchant of Newport, distin^iatred for his wealth, liberality and taste. 
He employed Smibert, who came out with Dean Berkeley, to take the portraits of Callendcr, 
Clap, Hitchcock, and Berkeley. Smibert wa? an excellent artist, and had been previously 
paironized, while at Florence, by the Grand Duke of Tuscany. The portrait of Henry Collins, 
taken by Smibert, is supposed to be in the possession oAome branch of the Flagg family; but the 
proprietors of the library have not, as yet, been enabled to obtain it.** 

" Harrison was archilect of the beautiful little Episcopal church in Cambridge.^ 

Mis. 
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The edifice consists of a main building, and two small wings* .on eack 
side, ranging in a line parallel with fiie west end of the builaing. The. ^ 
wings furnish two rooms, of about twelve feet square. The principal 11* | ^^ 
brary room, occupying the whole of the main building, is thirty-seven 
feet long, twenty six feet broad, and nineteen feet in height. The edifice 
is lighted by seven whole windows and three attic windows in the eait 

and west ends." 

* # * # « # # • .«■ 

" The library building, on tha outside, is worked in imitation of rustic, 
and is adorned by the ornaments appropriate to the Doric order. The 
whole building is supported by a substantial foundation, raised several 
feet from the ground. 

" The first meeting of the Redwood Library Company, after their in- 
corporation, was held in the Council Chamber, in Newport, on the last 

Wednesday of September, 1747." 

# # # # # # • «.• 

*^ At a meeting of the company in the Council Chamber, on the 4th of 
July, 1748, the directors, presented a catalogue of the books which they 
proposed to purchase in London. The liberal shar^ given in this cata- 
logue to the ancient classics, evinced a disposition to provide for the 
scholar the objects of his favorite study. In these times of customary 
appeal to direct utility, we fear a less liberal expenditure would be al- 
lowed for the gratification of classical taste. This catalogue, with Mr. 
Redwood's bills of exchange, was sent immediately to Mr. John Thom- 
linson, esq., of London j who appears to have satisfactorily executed the 
commission of the society. He was elected an honorary meniiber in '. 
1749." 

^' In 1750 a tax of twelve hundred pounds was assessed on the mem« 
hers of the company, to defray the expense of completing the building. 

" In 1755 the Rev. Ezra Stiles was admitted an honorary member of 
the society. His distinction as a scholar and theologian, connected with . 
his exertions in behalf of the library, justifies some allusion to his char- 
acter, in an historical sketch of the institution. The Redwood library, 
at the time of his settlement in Newport, contained about 1,500 vohimes 
of standard books. The classical and theological departments were the 
most valuable, and constituted the principal attraction, which determined 
Dr. Stiles to fix his residence in Newport. He remained in Newport 
twenty years, and during the greater portion of the time officiated as li- 
brarian of the company. Havmg constant access to this valuable collec- 
tion of books, he drew from it, by assiduous study, his great and various 
learning. He held an extensive correspondence with Eumpean scholars, 
and the principal object of that correspondence was to illustrate and per- 
fect those researches and investigations in philosophy, history, antiquities 
and physical science*, to which his mind had been prompted by the peru- 
sal of books which he found on our shelves. His zeal for the diffusion 
of knowledge led him to solicit for the library valuable works from Eu- 
ropean authors. Many of these works, obtained through his instrument- 
ality, are still preserved in the library. The copy of Montanus' Hebrew 

*Thefie wioga were not in the original design. Th6y deface rather than adom the edifice. 




Rilile aiicl DictioDary, now belonging to the library, enabled hitn to. p 
led his knowledge of the Hebrew language; and a folio copy of Hon 
still bears the marks of his profmmd stiiJy, in the form of Greek annoij^l 
liotis, in his own handwriting. He was one of the most eloquent advnj^ 
(Sates of liberty in the colonies, before the Rovoiution. The late p^« 
Channingsays of him: 'To ihe influence of this distinguished man, 
the circie in which I was brought up, I may owe in part the indignatioi 
wliicli I feel towards every invasion of human rights. In my eariieti 
years I regarded no human being with equal reverence,' His rare I( 
ing, eloquence, and goodness, unifonuly supported by tradition, hav 
ceived, of late, the altealation of great names. The eloquent eulo^ 
pronounced upon this gifted and extraordinary man, by Chaui;ellor Kenv 
will preserve for many generations llie memory of his attainmentSj genim 
and virtue, 

*' In 1770 the proprietors, to evince their graleful sense of Mr. Red|i 
wood's exertions for the advancemenl of ihe inkilution, requested him tt 
sit Cii his picture, the expense of which was to be defrayed from thi 
company's treasury. After repeated solicitations, in 1773 Mr. Redwoo( 
gave his consent, agreeably lo the wishes of the company. David Cheese 
botoHghj Thomas Vernon, and John Boura, esqs., were appointed a coia 
mittce to carry the vote of the society into execution. This painting wfljg 
probably executed, but it is doubtful whether it was ever placed m t' 
library. The beautiful portrait which at the present time adorns t 
walls of the Ubtary room was copied by Charles B. King, esq., from i 
original portrait of Mr. Redwood, and was generously presented by hiiB 
to Ihe society, in 1817. 

" No meetings of the Library Company were held from l"rS to 171 
Ihiring the Revolution, the town of Newport was occupied by various 
armies.. The disastrous stale of the town compelled many of the be» 
citizens* to leave their homes, and to seek shelter for tlieraselves ana] 
families in the more secure retreats of the country. The tumults of waj 
and revolution interrupted the peaceful pursuits of literature, and exertetj 
a chilling influence on the growth of knowledge, and the prosperity ( 
institutions Uke that which forms the subject of our sketch. During th 
war, the library building is said to have been defaced, and many of th« 
books carried off. To the honor of Gen, Prescott, it is said that on be-ji 
ing informed of the exposed stale of the library, lie stationed a militaryl 
guard to protect it from further injury and depredation. 

"At a meeting of the company, held at Mr. Townsend's hotel, 
the 14th of October, 17S5 — it being the first meeting after the conclusionjy 
of the war of the Revolution— the following gentlemen were i ' 
officers of the institution: Hon. Abraham -Redwood, Stephen Ayrauit3 
William Vernon, John Malbone, Jonathan Easton, Nicholas P. Tilling-, 
hast, Jacob Richardson, and Robert Stevens, Directors; William Ohan-^ 
uing, Secretary ; Christopher EUery, Librarian^ Stephen Ayrault,;^, 
lyeasurer. Several important objects engaged the attention of the society:,rl 
tJie principal were the remission of the annual tax from 177S to 1785, thfljj" 
" — u' of the library edifice, the recovery of missing books, and the forma-'* 
jif a catalogue of the library. William Vernon, Henry Marchaut, and' 
fem Channing, esqs., were appointed to apply to the honorable Genors^ 
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Assembly, at their next session, for a renewal of the chatter of the com 
pany, with alterations and amendments. 

^« The society experienced a great misfortune in the death of Mr. Red- 
wood, the founder of the library, March 6, 1788. Beneficent objects 
seemed to have occupied the mind of Mr. Redwood, as will appear from 
the following obituary notice, taken from the Newport Herald, March 13, 
1788: 'Last Saturday morning died the Hon. Abraham Redwood, in the 
79th year of his age. He was blessed with an ample fortune and a liberal 
spirit, which prompted him to encourage useful learning and relieve th^ 
distresses of mankind. He founded the library in this town.' He sub- 
scribed largely to a college to Ije built in this State, on condition that it 
should be established in the county of Newport. He subscribed ^500 
sterling towards a university proposed to be erected in this town ; and 
he offered the same sum to the Society of Friends, of which he was a 
member, to endow a school in this place for the instruction of Friends' 
children. His less publiqpcts of generosity will be gratefully remem* 
bered by those on whom^ey were conferred; and the poor will never 
forget that Abraham Redwood was their constant friend and benefactor.' 
It is understood that Mr. Redwood removed to Newport from AntigiU; 
where he possessed large and valuable estates. 

'* After his death, the public interest in the prosperity of the institution 
seems to have declined. A period of great success in the commerce of 
the town was allowed to pass away without bringing new resources for 
the accomplishment of the objects of the institution. In fact, its very 
existence, at one time, depended on the resolution and eflforts of a few in- 
dividuals. The late Dr. Channing, in a discourse delivered in Newport 
in 1836, alludes to the neglected condition of the library at this peilod, 
during which he pursued his studies in this town. He says; ^I had no 
professor or teacher ta guide me^ but I had two noble places of study. 
One was yonder beautiful edifice, now so frequented and so useful as a 
public library; then so deserted, that 1 spent day after day, and sometimes 
week after week, amidst its dusty volumes, without interruption from a 
single visitor.' 

" The public attention was not directed to the importance of the insti- 
tution tUl the year 1810, when the society received an accession of spirit 
and ability by the admission of a large number of new proprietors. In 
March, 1810, James Ogilvie, esq., visited the town, and delivered several 
lectures on the advantages of public libraries, which contributed essen- 
tially to awaken the public to the claims of the Redwood Library on their 
generosity and support. He made the society a liberal donation of select 
and valuable books. From 1810 to the present time, a very respectable 
interest has been maintained in the institution, and the funds placed at 
the disposal of the society have been judiciously managed in accomplish* 
ing the plans of its founaers." 

^^The exertions of the late Robert Johnston, esq., in behalf of the insti- 
tution, demand honorable mention. By his solicitation, some of the most 
rare and valuable works in the library were obtained from difierent indi- 
viduals in Newport and its neighborhood. In 1834 he made great efforts 
to enrich the library with the public records of England. He succeeded 
in obtaining eighty-four volumes (seventy-two large folios and twelve 
octavos) from the CiOrds Commissioners and liOrd Lyadhurst, in con^e* 
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tquence of his application lo th<:m, Ihiougli llie nieflinm of his friend and 
agent, Thomas Bland, esq., of London. These volumes, containing ibe 
ITMSt vakrable malerialp of English history, were understood to be ob- 
tailied as a present from the King of Gieat Britain, on the application of 
Lord Lyndhiiist. As such they will be perpetually preserved in the Red- 
wood Library. « 

" In 1813 Solomon Southwick, csr[., of Albany, gave to the library one 
hundred and twenty acres of laud, in the State of New York, for the pur- 
pose of advancing llfrinstilutiou, and thereby perpetuating the memory 
of Henry Collins, esq,, one of its principal fbnnders, 

" In 1834 Abraham Redwood, esq., of Dorset Place, Marylebone, Eng- 
land, being desirous of promoling an instiuition founded by his honored 
grandfather, gave to ihe company the homestead estate, situated in New- 
part, which he inherited fmm his father, Jonas Redwood, esq. 

"in 1937, Baron Hottingiier, a distinguished banker of Paris, who was 
connected by marriage with the Redwood femily, presented to the com- 
pany one thon.iand franrs, for Ihe restoration of the building. 

" In 1640, Ihe Hog. Christopher G. Champlin bequeaih«i to the com- 
pa-iy one hundred dollars and sonle valuable books. 

The proprietors are also indebted to Ihe Hon. William C. Gibbs, for his 
liberality in permitting a free access to a valuable collection of books, at 
present deposited by him in the library. 

"The library room is "adorned by several paintings and bustB. The 
beautiful bnst of John Marshall was presented in 1S39, by Angnstus E. 
SiUiman, esq., of New York. The acknowledgments of the company 
are due X6 Charles B. King, esq., of Washington, for his r.umerous and 
valuable donations ; among which are the portrait af Columbus and that 
of Abraham Redwood, the founder of the library." 

Y/ie Mechanics'' Library — 1,100 vol^. — The Newport Association of 
Mechanics and Manufacturers was incorporated in \1^i. The library was 
founded in 1828. The average expenditure for books during the last ten 
years has been about $50 per annum; the average increase of the library 
from 30 lo 60 vohtmes. As the society has rapidly increased of late, the 
library will hereafter be an object of special altenlioh. There is a fund of 
81,200 belonging to tlie association, the incorrie of which is applied to 
various other objects besides the library, which is principally supported 
by a lax on the members. It is contemplated to erect, so soon as circum- 
ices will allow, a building for public lectures and the library. There 
printed catalogue, but it is very incomplete. Another will be published 
le course of the next year. The library is open every Wednesday 
Saturday evening from 6 till 9 o'clock. All members of the associa- 
, and the apprentices of members who have written orders from their 
fcloyer3,are allowed to take out books. About 1,300 volumes are thus 
B each year. W. Nichols, secretary. 

PROVIDENCE. 

frofcw Unihftrsily Lihraries — 31,000 iwh — Brown University was in- 
.„^.t^^ ;.s .p,o ,.,.„, i7fi< j[ ^^,ys originally established in the town of 



[joraled in the year 1764. n ivao migiuany d&iuuhmigi , .^ ., _ 

oTfin, where, in t!ie year iTlJO, the first commencement was celehratei 

,Jlra8 finbsequenily removed to Providence, where the first college 

b (University Hall) was erected, in the year 1770, 
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A t the period of its removal to Providence, the college appears to have 
been destitute of a library, or at least of any collection of books worthy |j 
of the name. To supply, as far as possible, this deficiency, the Providente 
liibrary Company (now merged in the Providence Athenaeum) tendered 
the free use of its books to the officers and students of the college — a 
privilege which was continued several years.* 

The books first obtained for the library were probably procured in 
England, through the agency of the Rev. Morgan Edwards. In the year 
1768 Mr. Edwards, then in England, was authorij^J by the corporation 
^' to purchase such books as he shall think necessary at this time, not 
exceeding 20 pounds value." This is the only appropriation, small as it is, 
xirhich is recorded previously to 1784 ! It is probable, however, that Mr. 
Edwards and the other agents of the college, while soliciting money, re- 
ceived many presents in books; for, in 1776 the college was in possession 
of a library, which, at the commencement of hostilities in that year, waj 
removed to the country for safe keeping. 

The college was disbanded December 6, 1776, immediately after the 
British troops took possession of Newport. From December 7, 1776, to 
June, 1782, the college building (now University Hall) was occupied, first 
as a barrack for the American militia, and afterwards as a hospital for the 
French army, commanded by Count Rochambeau. On the return of 
peace the college edifice was purified and refitted, the library was brought 
back, and the business of instruction resumed.. 

In a letter concerning the early history of the library, the Hon. Asber 
Robbins writes: ^^At the reorganization of the college, in the autumn of 
1782, I was appointed to the ofiice of tutor, and took charge of the library 
as librarian. It was then kept in the east chamber on the second floor of 
the central building; the volumes it contained were quite limited in num- 
ber — these mostly the primary editions of the works in folio and quarto. 
The precise number I am not able to recollect; my impression is that it 
did not exceed two or three hundred. Of the previous history of the 
library I have.no certain knowledge; I believe, however, it was acquired 
by purchase, through the agency of the Rev. Morgan Edwards, and that 
it was imported, after the removal of the college from Warren and the 
erection of the college edifice in Providence. 

^^An addition was made to the library soon after my connexion with it. 
At a meeting of the corporation, it was proposed by Mr. John Brown t& 
raise a fund, by subscription, for the purchase of books. To encourage 
a liberal subscription he told the corporation to subscribe what they would, 
and to procure what they could by subscription elsewhere, and that what- 
ever the amount was, he would subscribe an equal sum. He did so; and, 
besides, made ffood the subscriptions of those who failed to pay up theirs. 
I wa8 employed to make out the invoice of the books to be purchased, un- 
der the advisement of President Manning, and also, I think,, of the 
chancellor. Governor Hopkins, who, by-the-by, was a very competent ad- 
viser on this subject, being deeply versed in English literature, and an 
excellent judge of its various merits. The importation was in the course 
of that year (1783) made by Mr.. Nicholas Brown [brother of Mr. John 
Brown]." 

In the year 1784 a valuable donation, containing the works of several 
of the Fathers of the church, was received from the Bristol Education 
Society in England. 
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In the same year (1784) the corporation appropriated the sum of .#350 
for the purchase of books. ^ 

In the succeeding year, Granville Sharp, esq., presented several of his 
own publications, with a set of the werks of his grandfather, Dr. John 
Sharp, Archbishop of York. He subsequently sent other valuable pres- 
ents to the library. In 1787, the thanks o'f the corporation were present- 
ed to Mr. John Francis (son-in-law of John Brown and fether of J. B. 
Francis, late Governor of Rhode Island) for a valuable donation of books. 

In the year 1792 Nicholas Brown, then a recent graduate of the insti- 
tution, and a young and enterprising merchant, commenced his benefac* 
tions towards the college by the gift of a law library, containing about 
three hundred and fifty volumes of valuable books, which he had im- 
ported from England for that purpose. 

The Rev. Isaac Backus, of Middleborough, Mass. , au thor of the Church 
History of New England, who died in 1806, in the 83d year of his age 
and the 6i)th of his ministry, bequeathed to the college a part of his library. 
The extent or value of this bequest it is now impossible to determine, as 
no record was made of it at the time. Among the books thus presented, 
however,. there is one which deserves particular mention. It is a copy of 
Roger Williams's " Bloody Tenent yet more Bloody," being the copy 
originally presented by Williams to his friend and fellow-laborer. Dr. 
John Clarke. On a blank leaf it contains the following words in Roger 
Williams's handwriting: *^ For his honored and beloved Mr. John Clarke, 
an eminent Witnes of Christ Jesus, ag'st ye bloodie Doctrine of perse- 
cution, etc " ' • 

In 1815 Mr. Nicholas Brown gave five hundred dollars for the pur- 
chase of books, and Mrs. Hope Ives presented a copy of Dobsou's edition 
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. 

The next, and the most valuable of all the donations to the library which 
we have to record, is the legacy of the Rev. William Richards, LL. D., 
of Lynn, England. Mir. Richards was a native of South Wales. He 
was many years pastor of the Baptist church at Lynn, where he died in 
the year 1818, in the 69th year of. his age. 

Mr. Richards seems to have been a man of considerable learning, par- 
ticularly in English and Welsh history, and in the Welsh language and 
literature. His writings are historical, political, and controversial. His 
most important work is the History of Lynn, in 2 vols. 8vo, Dr. Evans 
says of it: "It is not only well written, the style perspicuous and manly, 
but it is replete with information as well as entertainment." His Review 
of Noble's Memoirs of the Protectoral House of Cromwell is character- 
ised by Lowndes as '^severe, but at the same time just." "His diction- 
ary of Welsh and English,'" says Dr. Evans, "a work ^ minute and 
wearisome labor, is in high repute." Mr. Richards was or the General 
Baptist denomination, and a strong advocate of religious liberty. It was 
his love of the liberal character of this institution which induced him to 
bestow upon it his library, as appears from the following passage in his 
Memoirs: "Mr. Richards had corresponded with Dr. James Manning, 
once President of the Baptist College in Rhode Island. From this gentle- 
man he learned the liberal constitution of that respectable seminary, and 
for some years previous to his death meant to bequeath to it his library, t 
He accordingly made inquiry of Dr. Rogers [of Philadelphia] whetlier 
it was still conducted on the same liberal looting, in which case he should 
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cherish the same generous intentions towards it." This inquiry xiras 
answered by Dr. Messer, then President of the college, in a letter from 
which it may be well to extract the following passage: "Though the 
charter requires that'the President shall forever be a Baptist^ it allows 
neither him, in his official character, nor any other officer of instruction, 
to inculcate any sectarian doctrine; it fi>rbids all religious tests; an4 it re- 
quires that all denominations of Christians, behaving alikcy shall be 
treated alike. This charter is congenial with the whole of the civil gov* 
eroment established here by the venerable Roger Williams, who allowed 
no religious tests, and no pre-eminence of one denomination over another; 
and none has ever been allowed unto this day. This charter is also con* 
'genial with the present spirit of this State and of this town." 

Gratified with this letter, Mr. Richards beqeathed his library, consist* 
ing of about thirteen hundred volumes, to Brown University. It is a 
singular fact, that his will was made on the very day on which the honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon him by this college. 
Mr. Richards had received no intimation that the honor was intended &t 
him, nor did he live to hear that it had been bestowed. 

The library which he bequeathed to the college is, in many respects, 
valuable. It contains a considerable number of Welsh books, a laige 
collection of valuable works, illustrating the history and antiquities of 
England and Wales; besides two or three hundred bound volumes of 
pamphlets, some of them very ancient, rare, and curious. 

For the next valuable accession to the library — designated as "the sub» 
scription of 1825 "—the -college is indebted to the efforts of Mr. Horatio 
Gates Bowen, who was librarian of the institution from 1824 to 1841. 
At his request several of the friends of the college subscribed eight hun- 
dred and forty dollars, which sum was expended in the purchase of books. 

Between 1823 — 6, fifly-four volumes of valuable scientific works, in- 
cluding Cloquet's Anatomic, Ijaniarck's and De Candolle's Flore Fran- 
else, Cuvier's Regno Animal and Wilkins's Vitruvius, were presented by 
r. John Carter Brown iand Mr. Robert Hale Ives. Often, since that 
time, the names of these gentlemen and of Mr. Moses B. Ives appear 
among the benefactors of the library. 

About the year 1823, a splendid donation, consisting of one hundred 
and three volumes, comprising the best editions, mostly in quarto, o/ the 
works of the celebrated Firench mathematicians, Euler, Lacroix, Lagrange, 
La Place, etc., besides many valuable theological works, was made by 
the Rev. Thomas Carlile. 

In 1826 Messrs. Brown & Ives presented, through Dr Homer, fifty 
volumes of rare and expensive theological works. In the same year do- 
nations were jeceived from the Hon. William Hunter, LL. D., and from 
Usher Parsons, M. D. t 

On the return of Prof. Elton from Europe, in. 1827, donations were 
received, through him, from several distinguished gentlemen in Europe — 
in all, two hundred and eighty-three volumes; besides eighty five volumes 
of classical and miscellaneous Avorks purchased by him at the order of 
Messrs. Brown & Ives. 

The libraries of the Philophysian and Franklin Societies, composed 
.of undergraduates, when these' societies became extinct, were, by pro- 
visions of their constitutions, incorporated Avith the College Library, 
They together contained three or four hundred volumes. 
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^The government of Great Britain presented, in 1835, one hundred and 
ten volumes of the pubHcations of the Record Commission. ' 

. In 1838 Mrs. Elizabeth H. Bartol, wife of the Rev. Cyrus A. Bartol of 
Boston, and Mrs. Hepsy S. Way land, wife of President Wayland, pre- 
sented three hundred and fifty-six volumes of standard works in French 
Buid Italian literature. 

The Rev. Jonathan Homer, D. D., of Newton, Massachusetts, at 
various times, made valuable donations of rare and costly theological 
books, including some valuable editions of the Bible. Many of these 
lonations contain copious and useful manuscript annotations by the learned 
donor. 

Among the additions to the library, a collectJbn of fifty volumes of 
Ordination Sermons, presented by the Hon. Therori Metcalf, of Boston, 
El graduate of the college in the class of 1805", deserves particular notice. 
These volumes contain more than a thousand discourses preached at ordi- 
natioos, installations, an^ inaugurations in the United States, Bmi mostly 
in New England. This is without doubt the largest collectimi of the 
kind which has ever been made, and is of obvious importance as con- 
nected with the ecclesiastical history of the country. 

The library -fund next claims our attention. "At .a meeting of the 
standing committee of the corporation of Brown University, held Jan* 
nary 10, 1831, it was unanimously resolved — 

*'l. That immediate measures be taken to. raise, by subscription, the 
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars, to be appropriated to the purchase of 
books for the library, and apparatus for the philosophical and chemical 
departments of Brown University. 

" 2. Resohed, That the chairman and Thomas P. Ives be a coramitOse 
to carry the foregoing resolution into effect. 

'^ P. WAYLAND, 

^^ Chairman,^ ^ 

Soon afterwards, a meeting of the fneiTds of the institution was called 
for the purpose of seconding this effort. At. this meeting the wants of 
the library and the importance of supplying them were presented and 
urged. Previously to this, however, the Hon. Nicholas Brown had, 
with his wonted munificence, subscribed ten thousand dollars towards 
the fund. The subscription was opened, with the following conditions: 

1 . " The whole amount shall be invested in a permanent fund, of which 
the interest shall be, from time to time, appropriated exclusively to the 
objects stated in the resolution. 

2. ^^ The selection of books and apparatus shall be made by joint com- 
mittee of the corporation and government of the universit|L^ 

3. ^^ One-third of the amount subscribed shall becom^Ble on the 1st 
day of October, 1832, another third on the 1st day of October, 1833, and 
the remainder on the 1st day of October, 1834. 

4. " A copy of the subscribers' names, and of the sums subscribed by 
each, shall be deposited in the library, and another among the archives of 
the university." 

The sum thus obtained, amounting to $19,437 50, was placed at in- 
terest until it had accumulated to twenty-five thousand dollars, and was 
then invested in a permanent fund, according to the provisions of tk\p 
subscription, as above specified. The first dividend became due in July, 
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1839. Since that thne the proceeds have been regularly appropriated ac- 
cording to the design of the donors. , 

The room appropriated to the library; at the time when the library fund 
was raised, '^was an apartment in University Hall, crowded to excess, 
unsightly and wholly unsuited for the purpose to which, from necessity, 
it was devoted." To remedy this defect, the Hon. Nicholas Brown 
erected, at his own expense, a beautifiil edifice for a library and chapel; 
to which, in testimony of veneration for his former instructor, he gave 
the name of Manning Hall. This building was dedicated in 1835. 

Soon after the removal of the library to the new building it was newly 
arranged, and in 1843 a full catalogue of its contents printed. This cat- 
alogue was favorably noticed in the North American Review, and in 
other leading periodicals, and drew special attention to this important 
departnient of the institution. 

Soon afterwards a chair of "modern languages was established at the 
college; and the professor elect was encouraged to visit Europe, partly for 
the purj^se of professional study, and partly to 'enable the friends of the 
college to carry out more effectually their wishes for the increase of the 
library. This agent was authorized by Mr. John. Carter Brown to select 
and purchase, at .his expense, guch books in l^ie French, Germaii, and 
Italian languages, to the value of about $2,700, as he might think nM>8t 
useful for the college. The selection was made, both of works and of 
editions, withotU regard to cost; but the .books were purchaised with the 
closest reference to economy. For about $2,600 dollars the number of 
volumes of bound books purchased was 2,921 — ^viz: 121 folios, 392 quar- 
tos, 1,627 octavos, and 781 duodecimos, besides 74 valuable maps and en- 
gravings. These books were all well bound, most of them newly and 
Segantly, in half calf, plain gilt. The average price per volume, inclu- 
ding binding and all other expenses, was about 89 cents. This collec- 
tion includes a 5et of French,- German and Italian classics, in the best and 
fullest library editions; the principal philosophical, scientific, and historical 
works of late continental scholars; a complete set of the ^^Moniteur 
Universely^^ from its commencement to 1826 — a clean, beautifiil, well 
bound copy of the original edition, with the introduction, indexes, &c., in 
77 vols, folio; a set of the memoirs of the French Institute since its reoi:- 
ganization,— vols. 4to.; the collection of memoirs relative to tlie history of 
France, by Guizot and Petitot, 162 vols. 8vo.;. a complete set of the 
AUgemeine fjiteratur-Zeitung^ 134 vols. 4to.; and of the AUfienveiM 
Deutshe Bibliotheky 139 vols. 8vo.; 11 VaticanOy 8 vols, folio, elegantly 
illustrated; 11 pampiclogliOy 2 vols, folio; the Mv^eo Bo?^bo?iico, VS vols. 
4to., the original Naples edidon; the works of Canova and Thorwald- 
sen — the Muske Pranpais and AJusee Royals in 6 vols, folio; the De- 
scription defftgypiey (Janina's Achitecture, and many more illustrated 
works of great beauty and value, besides rare and costly maps and prints, 
These books were mostly purchased at auctions in Paris, Rome, Leipsic, 
Frankibrt on the Maine, and Berlin. Many were purchased at provincial 
sales. To supply the deficiencies of the library in standard English 
works, a subscription was opened among the friends of the college, amount- 
ing to about $5,000, and the same agent was appointed to select and 
purchase the bookis. This collection was received in the library in 
1845, and raised the wholei number of volumes to nearly 20,000. 
' The class which graduated in 1821 held a meeting in Providence, 
a quarter of a century from the time of their graduation, at which a con- 
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Kdeiable sum of money was subscribed for the benefit of the library, in 
Elkeli of [heir grateful interest in the iostitution at which they were edu- 
littBd. The money thus obtained was placed in the hands of Dr. 
^^Ipae H. Webb, ofBoston, who purcliased, with excellent judgment, 
Soutfive hundred volumes, mostly from the library of the Hon. John 
'RBkering. 

■- ■ The next year, 1S47, the Rev. Samuel Osgood, then a clergyman in 
^rovidence, and now in New York, proposed to the several religious so- 
ieties of the city a subscription for the purpose of supplying the defi- 
(Xeocies of ihe library in the best editions of the Fathers of the church, and 
h^ standard theological writers of the Rfiforniatiou. ' About S2,000were 
anised, and'a superb collection was purchased of the Benedictine editions 
tf several of the Fathers; the Bibliotheca Maxima Veterum Patrum, 39 
^ols. folio; Harduin's Collectio Oonciliorum, 12 vols, foiio; besides the 
l^oicest and most elegant editions of many uf the Fathers not edited by 
^e Benedictines, and a large collection of works connected with patristic 
literature, an^l the liisiory of the Reformation. 

The library committee had before this issued a circular, soliciting the , 
donation of files of newspapers, important pamphlets, Ac. In answer to 
this call a vast mass of pamphlets and papers were sent to the hbrary. 
From the whole about 5,000 were assorted and arranged, and they form 
now an invaluable collection. Brown University certainly deserves great 
credit for the care with whicti she has garnered and guarded these neg- 
lected but precious memorials of our earlier history. 

In 1793 the library contained 2,173 volumes; in 1S26, 5,818 volumes; 
in 1843, 10,235; in Januaiy, 1S49, 21,520, exclusive of pamphlets and 
of duplicates; in January, 1S50, the number of volumes was about 
23,000. 

It has a large nund>er of maps, charts, engravings, and eleganUy illus- 
trated works. Since January, 1S43, 11,300 volumes have been added to 
llie library. During the last eight years about $2O,0UO, being the pro- * 
ceeds ef the library fund, and donations from individuals, have been ext » 
pended fnt the purchase of books. From the income of the fund about' T| 
jl ,200 per annum is appropriated to the purchase of books. The building ? 
(called Manning Hall) is buiii of nibble stone, and is stuccoed, The' 
hbrary occupies the whole of the ground floor. Its dimensions are 64x38 ,i 
feet, height 13 leet. In the centre is a double row of fluted coluuius, 
from which the shelves extend to the walls, forming twelve alcoves. The 
books are, so far as-convenient, arranged on the shelves according to sub- ,i 
jects. The first catalogue was printed in 1793; the second in lt>26; and ' 
the third and last in 1843, [560 pp 8vo.] This catalogue is alphabetical, • 
according to the authors' names, and has a copious alphabetical and ana- • 
lytical index of subjects. A supplement, nearly as large as the original y! 
volume, and on the same plan, is now in preparation. Tiie library is open,,, 
during term time, daily from 10 a. m, till 2 p. m.; during vacations^) 
veekly, on Saturdays, Irom 12 to 1. The members of the corpora lionj..' 
the president, professors, tutors, and register; all resident graduates; altt 
the donors to the library fund; all donors lo the fiiud for building Rliode/ 
Island Hall; and all donors to the hbrary lo the amount of $J0, residing . 
ia the city of Providence, are entitled to the use of the libraiy wiihout,» 
ciiarge. Undergraduates are entitled to the use of the library, and are U 
charged therefor one dollar per term. During the year I S4S, from January ] 
-^ JP JJeoe^ibei 5,,4,Qij9^,Yi)lu;ues wei;^ ,talteii.-fti^t», Xtfe,_iiUiuJ)^„fi^ 
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books taken out increases every year. The privilege of consulting Ai 
library is extended, with such restrictions as the library committee m«^^ 
from time to tinae prescribe, to all graduates of the University; to all setd»°|^| 
clergymen, of every denomination, residing in the city of Providence ai^p^ 
its vicinity ; and to all other persons on whom, for the purpose of advanddP^'^' 
the arts, science or literature, the corpoiation or library committee inig^ ^ 
confer it. Books are occasionally lent to persons at a distance, by spOTp|'*; 
permission of the library committee or the corporation. I '*, 

The present librarian is Reuben A. Guild, A. M. h^^ 

There are two literary societies of students connected with the Dill^|^j 
versity — the Pl)ilerrrxenian Society, founded in 1794, and, the Uniw|P"' 
Brothers Society, founded in 1806. Each has a library of about 3,88!^^ 
volumes. They have issued elegant and well prepared catalogues. WJ^ 
the beautiful catalogue of the Philermenian Society, published m Januaijjf^, 
1849, is prefixed a history of the society, by Mr. B. F. Thurston. ^' 

T/ie AtlieiKBum LAhrary — 15,204 vols, — The Athenaeum was incorj^P^ 
rated by act of the General Assembly of Rhode Island, January, 1836. lll*^ 
was formed by the union of the Providenc^e Library (founded in 1753) apll 
of the Athenaeum, (founded in 1831.) The library contained, in S^lr' 
tember, 1849, 15,204 volumes. The yearly average increase for the W v"' 
ten years has been 800 volumes; the average annual expenditure faff^ 
books, .$1,200. There is a fund of five thousand dollars for the increase p 
of the library, yielding $331 50 per annum.' This fund will soon bein-M 
crease^ to eleven thousand dollars. 1^ 

A granite building was erected in 1838 for the use of the Athenaeum, at I* 
an expense of nearly $15,000. The following description of the edificlP^ 
is t£ikeQ Irtm the third report of the directors: r 

"Principal story. — The floor of the principal story is about fifteslir 
feet fro'm tne sidewalk in front of the building; this distance is divided by r 
side steps at each end. of the bank in front; steps in the centre of thil; 
front of the building, six feet high, approached over a gravel walk on tbd I' 
top of the bank, conduct to the front entry, which is eight feet wide by 1 
thirteen feet long. There are two rooms on eacli side of the entry, [ 
communicating with it, thirteen by eighteen feet each — one intended for 8 
reading-room tor periodical publications; the other for directors' meetings^ 
committees, &c. 

" The library, or principal room, is entered through the front entry, or 
through either of the rooms just mentioned. It is thirty-two feet long by 
forty-three feet wide on the floor, and about forty- four* long by forty-three 
wide, from within about seven feet below and up to the ceiling; this differ- 
ence in length between the upper and lower parts of the room is caused by 
the space left over the reading and directors' rooms, which is taken off ) 
from the library room. Those two rooms are ten feet high; the library 
room is eighteen feet high. There is also another room eighteen feet high, 
in the rear of the library room, entered through it, the dimensions of 
which are twenty by forty-three feet." 

A catalogue was printed in 1837, of 116 pages 8vo.; and a supplement 
of 108 pages 8vo. in 1839. Another is nearly ready for the press. 

'I'he library is open every day, Sunday excepted, from the first of April 
till the 1st of October, from 9 a. m. till sunset; from October to April, from 
10 a. m. till 9 p. m. 

Persons entided to the use of the books are owners of shares ; the 
price of a share is $15, subject to an annual tax of $5« 
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Every shareholder has the right of taking out two books at a time. 
There are more thaa 500 shares, nearly all of which are used. It is im- 

Eossible to say how many consult the library annually. The number, 
owever, is very large. According to article 10th of the library regulations, 
the board'of directors may authorize persons not connected with the in- 
Btitution to make use of the library. Thomas Hale Williams, librarian. 
" This is a very well selected library, embracing the most important 
works in all those departments of English literature which are adapted to 
the general wants and tastes of an enlightened community." It may 
perhaps be considerejd the best English library of its size in the country. 
The department of periodicals receives particular attention. Fifiy-nine re- 
views, literary and scientific journals, and newspapers, are regularly taken, 
and are read '^with fresh and ever increasing eagerness." With one ex- 
ception, they are all in the English language. Great care has been exer* 
dsed to procure all the back numbers, so that the series are generally 
complete, wiih all the indexes, d&c. 

This instiration Jias been justly pronounced '^a model for all similar es- 
tablishments. ' ' [Bibliotheca Sacra, January, 1850.] We understand that 
Mr. Alexander Duncan has recently presented to the institution the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, in compliance with the wish of his uncle, the 
late Cyrus Butler, whose estate descended to Mr. Duncan. 

Library of the Mechanic^ Association — 3,300 vols. — A catalogue of 
this libra|;y was printed in 1S21, in J2mo. 

The Rhode Island Historical Society — 2,500 vols. — This society was 
founded on th« J9th of April, 1822, and incorporated by the General 
Assembly the June following. The society has published several volumes 
of "Collections." It has been faithful and active in collecting the ma- 
terials for the history of the State, and preserving them for future use. 
**After the decease of the Hon. Theodore Epster, the society purchased 
of his representatives the collections which he had been engaged in 
making during a long life devoted to historical research. They have pro- 
cured copies to be made of all orders and papers in the office of the secre- 
tary of State in Massachusetts, relating to this State. The papers col- 
lected by the Rev. Isaac Backus, author -of the History of the Baptists, 
ai^ deposited in the cabinet, as are als(^ the letter-book and correspondence 
of Ezek Hopkins, the only individual wfio ever received a commission as 
admiral in the navy of the United States." The society has taken great 
poinis to complete its files of newspapers printed in the State. Most of 
them, including the Providence Gazette, are nearly perfect. 

Soon after* its incorporation the State gave the society $500. The 
heirs of the late Nathan Waterman presented a lot of land for a building. 
In 1843 the society had accumulated a fund of $4,000 for an edifice. 
About $2,000 more w^re then raised by subscription, and in 1844 a stone 
building was erected on Waterman street, facing the College square, to 
which the collections of the society were removed, and in which its meet- 
fags have since been held. The library contains about 2,500 volumes, 
ttiostly historical. [See account of the Rhode* Island Historical Society, 
by W. R. Staples. — American Quarterly Register y Afav, 1 8S!^, pp. 36^8.] 

Frietids^ Boarding School LAbraries — 1,500 vols. — The library of this 
^elLendoweid institution consists of three parts, of which the principal 
Contains about 1,000 volumes, irregularly arranged in a room in the cen* 
tral building. It embraces a general collection of English, scientific, and 
bterary wo&s^ (novels excepted,) mostly the bequesta oi \3ftfc\bX^ ^\3SaR«^ 
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Brown and his son Obadiah Brown — ^being their private libraries. No 
special appropriation has been made for a regular increase of the library; 
consequently it is felling behind the modern improvements in science. 
Some small additions of late works are, however, made every year. 

Two other collections of books, of rather a juvenile character, are kept 
in each wing, more particularly for the use of the pupils. These contain 
about 250 volumes each — ^making the aggregate of what are termed the 
library books, about 1,500 volumes. This number does not include the 
books of reading and study used by the pupils in their daily exercises, for 
which purpose about 600 volumes are in use. These are the property of 
the institution J some are furnished gratuitously, and a part are lent to the 
students for a compensation. There is no printed catalogue of the library. 
All the pupils are entitled to the use of the books in the juvenile depart* 
ments, and to those of the central library at the discretion of the librarian. I 

. The officers use the central library at their pleasure. 

The Franklin Society ^ Providence y Rhode Islandy foun|^d in 1823, 

• has a library of 500 volumes, slowly increasing. Every member of the 
society has a key to the library room, and may use the books when he 
pleases. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES— 49,637 VOLS. 

Within the last lour years, under the exertions of Mr. Henry Barnard, 
the enlightened and energetic commissioner of public schools, public li- 
braries have been established in every tbwn in the State^\fith the excep- 
tion of Johnston, Bristol, and East and West Greenwich. These libraries 
are composed of well-selected books, and are accessible to the whole pop- 
ulation. The money for purchasing them was mostly subscribed by 
public-spirited individuals. 

1 am indebted to Mr. Barnard for the following list of these libraries, 
with the number of volumes which they contain. 

" Portsmouth — school district No. 1 — 650 vols. — This was the first libra- 
ry established in the State, as a part of the recent movement to improve 
the means of popular education. It owes its origin mainly to the liberal do- 
nation of $100 by Miss Sarah Gibbs* a resident in the district. 

North Providence— four districts — aggregate, 1,200 vols. 

Cumberland Hill— 500 vols. 

Smithfield — Bernon village,- 

" Lonsdale Athenaeum — 1,000 

" Slatersville— 800 ^3,475 vols. 

'^ Hamlet village, 

« Globe, • 

'^ The library at Lonsdale was purchased by the commissioner, at an ex- 
pense of about $550, which was paid by the Lonsdale Company. The 
books are lent out to the inhabitants, old and young, of the village, at 
a sinall charge of one cent per volume. More than seventy dollars were 
realized the fir§t year from the circulation of the books. 

" The Kbrary at Slatersville was purchased out of an appropriation of 
$500 made by Messrs. Slater, Ijockwood and Carter. 

" 15urrillville — Pascoag Manton Library — 900 vols. — This library and th^ 
libraries in Glocester, Foster, Cranston, Hopkinton, Richmond, Charles- 
ton, Exeter, Little Compton, New Shoreham, Jamestown, and Barrington, 
i^we /i/eir e^ristence mainly to the liberality of Amasa Mantorf, esq., of 



thereof. The Bo wen's Hill library owes it origin to a liberal con« 
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dence. By an aggregate expenditure of about ^1,000, he has been 
mental in raising in these towns double that amount, and has thus 
9d the establishment of ten libraries, with at least five thousand 
books. Who can estimate the blessings, individual and social, 
1 will flow directly and indirectly from the dissemination of these 
;, and which will continue to flow yet more abundantly when the 
1 donor has himself passed from the earth, and another generation 
sen lip to have access to these libraries? 

ster — Manton Library - ' - - - - " 800 vols. 

r — Manton Library ' - - . - - - J , 000 ^^ 

xte — Aborn North School Library - - - 500 " 

jton — School Library - • - - - - 400 " 

letown — School Library. . •- - . 300 '^' 

Compton — Manton Library ... - 600 ^^ 

'^ Social Library - - - - 500 ^^ 

Shoreham - - - - . . 400 *^ 

stown Library ------ 700 ^' 

^ Manton Library ----- 400 " 

itry — Washington village - - - - 400 '^ 

n's Hill Library - - - - - 400 ^^ • 

^he library first named was given to the district by subscribers resi- 
thereof. The Bowen's Hill library owes 
ion from Mr. TuUy Bowen, of Providence. 

^ick — Ladies' Library ----- 500 vols. 
•^ Old Warwick Library - - - - 250 ^^ 

3rly — Pawcatuck Library - - - • - 2, 000 ^^ 

inton and Richmond — Manton Union Library - 800 ^^ 

;r — Manton Library ----- 662 "* 
estown — Manton Library - - - - 500 '^ 

outh Kingston. — Besfdesa small library (260 vols.) atKiugston, there 
itinerating library consisting of about 400 volumes, which are divided 
iiur cases, each case containing about 100 books, and these cases 
n succession through the several villages in the town. 

en Lyceum -----. 500 vols 
ngton— District No. 2 - - - - - 500 '' 

ton — Globe district - - - - - 150 " 

lost of tJbe libraries recently established are open to all persons resident 
J town, who will pay one cent a week for the use of a volume, and 
ly with the regulations which may have been adopted for the pre- 
:ion of the books." 

. Barnard (in the '^ Report and Documents relating to the Puttie 
^Is of Rhode Island for 1848," pages 425 seq.) has given a historic 
id statistical account of the several libraries m the State, with a 
ti of the organization and the history and by-laws of the Pawca- 
Library Association, as a favorable specimen of a public school 
y. He has also published the catalogue of this collection, in 94 
y printed 8vo. pages. This library was selected by Mr. Barnard, 
iie catalogue, with some very judicious explanatory remarks and 
, hints on reading, was prepared by him. We extract the following 
raphs descriptive of the catalogue, remarking, that admirable judg- 
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ment has been shown in the choice of books and in the means adopted &r 
rendering them useful: * ? 

^* The first of the following catalogues is a catalogue of stilyects. IH ftj 
design is not simply to give tfte titles of t/ie books of the library, bat to 
furnish an iridex to the subjects considered in the books. To effect this, 
the various books in the hbrary have been analyzed with considerabk 
care, and the several subjects exhibited by them have been arranged un* 
der their proper heads. The analysis has been confined to distinct treat- 
ises and separate articles on subjects. The design of the analysis, itii; 
thought, has been accomplished — viz: to make the catalogue so fullttnti^ 
no one shall be obliged to remove a book from the shelves in order to IeaiQ;f j 
its contents or subjects, and that those who use the library may makel^eit 
selection of books directly from the catalogue. Thus the convenience of 

Eersons in their selection will be greatly promoted, and the injurious 
andling of the books be prevented. 

^' In addition to the catalogue of subjects, a catalogue of authors ii 
also given, in which the names of all the authors iri the library areplaed \\ 
alphabeticalli/, and under each name all such works oi that author as be- 
long to the library. 

^' By the aid of these two catalogues any person, even those the least 
familiar with books, may very readily refer to any work or any subject 
which they may wish to examine. 

f^ In both catalogues the number of each book, as it stands on the 
library shelves, is carried out on the margin of the page against its title." 

CONNECTICUT. 

EAST WINDSOR. 

Library of the Theological Institute — 3,600 vols. — The books in thia 
library (founded in 1833) are mostly theological^ They are primarily for 
the use of the faculty and students of the institute. The library is open 
twice a week. The institute was fouuded in 1833 by the Congrega- 
tionalists. It was incorporated in 1834. 

HARTFORD. 

The Library of the Young Men^s Institute — 10,000 voh. — This library 
contains about 10,000 volumes, increasing at the rate of about 600 
volumes per annum. # 

An excellent catalogue, prepared on the same plan as that of the library 
of Brown University, was printed in 1844, containing 359 pages 8vo. 
A supplementary catalogue (in 32 p£iges Svo.) was printed in 1847. 

The preface to the catalogue contains the following historical sketch of 
the institute: 

^^The Hartford Young Men's Institute owes its origin mainly to the 
interest awakened on the subject of lyceums and associations for mutual 
improvement by the lectures and discussions before the American Lyceum, 
at its annual meeting held at Hartford, May, 1838. The importance of 
establishing an institution in which all the young men of the city might 
associate for purposes of moral and mental improvement, was discussed, 
among individuals, and notice for a public meeting at Union Hall, on 
Friday evenings May 19^ 1838^ was given in the newspapers of the city. 
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**A ]KiWUc meeting was accordingly held, of which the Hon. Thorhas S. 
Vniiams was made chairman, and William James Hamersley secretary, 
►n motion of Erastus Smith, and after remarks by Rev. T. H. Gal- 
hsKdet, General Johnson, Rev. Mr. Sprague, and Erastus Smith, it was 
fejolv^d, tfiat the young mt-n of Hartford associate together for tlte pur- 
taw of mutual improvemefit. The plan of an association was then dis- 
Lissed, and its further consideration postponed to an adjourned meeting 
i beheld on Monday evening, June 4. On that evening the meeting 
rBs organized by appointing Henry Barnard, 2d, chairman, and Eras- 
;ift Collins secretary. The articles of association, under the name of the 
Bartford Young Men's Institute^' were. then discussed and adopted." 

On the 5th of June the association was organized by the appointment 
f officers. 

' '^Tl'.e officers of the instifiite immediately issued a circular, [setting 
itth tbe importance of such an institution, and appealing to the public 
>r wpport,] and on the evening of the 4th rtf July the president delivered 

piblic address, setting forth the claims of this and similar institutions 
pon the liberal support of the community, and especially upon the young 
jcn. • 

" These appeals were promptly responded to by a large accession of mem- 
ers, and liberal subscriptions in books and money, so as to enable the 
xecutive committee to put the main departments of the institute into 
Uceessful operation. A reading-room was opened, a library of twenty- 
ir hundred volumes was established, a course of twenty lectures secured , 
wo debating classes formed, and eighty-three life members and three 
ivndred and forty-four annual niemb^s subscribed to the constitution of 
th« institute. 

^^efore the dose of the first year an arrangement was effected with the 
Bhare-holders of the Hartford Libraiy Company, by which their valuable 
collection of books, amounting to about three thousand volumes, was 
tnasferred to the institute. 

*'At the firit quarterly meeting of the institute, the executive committee 
iierc directed to take the necessary steps to procure an act of incorpora- 
lion. Application was accordingly made to the General Ass(*mbly, at its 
hext session, in May, 1838, and a special* act of incorporation was ob- 
lained under the name of the * Hartford Young Mcn*s Institute.* 

"At the first annual meeting of the institute this act of incoVporation 
W9S accepted, and the former constitution, with some modification, adopt- 
ed as the by-laws for its future government. During the year 1839- '40, 
the number of annual members was four hundred and five. At the 
slose of the year 1842, there were five hundred and forty members j. of 
Jirhich number, seventy one were life-members, twenty-six were members 
n virtue of being share-holders in the Hartford Library Company, and 
welve were members having the privilege of the library only. 

^'During the year 1843- '44, the library was enriched by a larger 
md more valuable purchase of books than in any former year — eight 
lundred and eighty- two volumes having been purchased by the library 
oaimittee, besides one hundred and sixteen volumes which were ore- 
anted by firiends of the institute. Th<5 interior of the rooms in Wad^- 
wrik AihentBurny appropriated to the institute, have been fitted up under 
be direction of the. executive committee, mostly from subscriptions ob- 
lined for that purpose. 
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'^During the briisf period of its existence^ the success of the ins 
has more than realized the anticipations and promises of its ea 
■friends. More than one thousand young men, from every walk auc 
{doyment of life, have been enrolled among its members; and thr 
them, more than two-thirds of all the families of the city have felt i\\ 
fiuence of the institution in some one or all of its departments of m 
ness. Two classes ior debate have afforded opportunities for acqu 
mental discipline, and the correct, ready, and elegant use of the Ed 
language, in discussions of questions of civil, social, and literary im 
ance, at the weekly or monthly meetings which have been held di 
the whole time. The reading room, embracing the most valuable |i 
cations in the -periodical literature of this country and of England 
been visited at all hours during the day and evening, by niemben, 
strangers introduced by them, who have had any leisure to spend is 
£>rm of relaxation and instruction. The library (which, withit 
months after the first meeting for oi^anization, comprised over five i 
sand valuable works) has every year, since, received large accessia 
whatever of go«»€l, or great, or beautiful, the English or American 
lias produced, till the range of selections embraces about nine thoi 
volumes. It lias scattered the pleasures and advantages of know 
broadly through society — jnore than one hundred thousand books b: 
been drawn from its shelves. The lecture-room, for upwards ol 
hundred evenings in all, in the autumn and winter of each yeai 
attracted crowded audiences of the members and their friends, to 
to addresses by some of tj^e most eminent professional and literary 
of our land, who have thus brought philosophy, science, and litei 
from the office, the study, and cells of scholars, to the worksho| 
daily business, and the firesides of men. And, in entering on the se' 
year of its existence, the institute is in the permanent occupancy of 
third of Wadsworth Atheneeum — a spacious, safe and massive ed 
chaste, beautiful and attractive in its architecture; central in its Iocs 
afibrding ample accommodations for the library and reading-roon: 
classes for debate and mutual instruclion, the weekly meetings o 
executive committee, and the regul^ quarterly and annual mec 
of all the members, under the same roof with the other literarj 
scientific institutions of the city — a structure consecrated to the pu 
of literature, science, and the arts; a monument at once of the m 
cence of the individual whose name it bears, and of the public spi 
the citizens by whose liberality it was erected..* 

''Every member of the institute who shall have paid all sums 
from him to the institute, and made good all damage and loss whi< 
may have occasioned, and any person by paying $3 a year in adi 
to the librarian, shall be entitled to all the privileges of the librar 
reading room. 

*'The library shall be open for the delivery and receipt of 1 
every day (Sundays excepted) from 10 a.m. until 9 p. m.*' 

in the eighth annual report, presented June 6^ 1846, we find tb 

^ *The Wadcworth Atbei.oeuro wm erected for the joint accommodati»n of the Young 
fiwtiiQte and the Connecticut HiMorieal Society. It also coniaii s a gallerj of art. 
Wadsworth gaTe the land, valued at;8il3,000, and the cit zens e^brcribed about |33,U00 
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ving table, exhibitiug the number of volumes in the library at the 
Mse of each year; the number of volumes presented; the number of vol- 
oes purchased { and the amount of money annually expended upon 
is department: 



irstyear 

seond year..,. .. .. 

hird year 

ourth year 

ifth year 

ixth year. • • 

5?enthyear 

eighth year 



No. of yok. 



6,620 
6,336 
6,931 
7,453 
7,819 
8,;701 
8, 871- 
8,989 



DonatioDt. 



Vols. SOO 
« 159 
« 126 
" 176 
" . 76 
<'..n6 
« 181 
« 21 



Purchase*. 



Vols. 1,600 
697 
463 
478 
280 
883 
49 
97 



ii 



Whole amount of money expended 
Avei;^. amoil£(t per annum 



Money ex[>ended. 



$1,261 91 
831 80 
678 57 
443 39 
393 43 
1,078 80 
596 13 
46 21 



5, 330 24 

666 28 



Owing to the time and labor required in making the necessary esti* 
ates, few of the reports announce the number of volumes annually cir- 
ilated bv the institute. 

The following are the estimates that have been made: 
: Circulation, first year - - - • 2, 000 volumes. 

• Circulation, fourth year - - - -25,178 " 

Circulation, fifth year- - - - 23,260 « 

Circulation, eighth year - - - 25, 115 '^ 

The State Library of Connecticut j at Hartford. — Under the care of the- 
icretary of State are some 3,000 volumes of public documents and mi9- 
llaneous books, forming a nuoleitSvfor a. State library. Mo distinct de- 
rtmeut of the kind has as yet beeb^organized. 

TVke Library of the Historical Society of fjonnecticut — 7,000 vols. — 
liis society was incorporated in 1825. Owing, however, to the removal 
several of the more prominent members from the State, its operations 
3re suspended for several years. Its chsurter was revived in 18^. Soon 
ter which time, chiefly through the intervention of Mr. Henry Barnard, 
ow the commissioner of schools in Rhode Island,) the present library 
IS obtained. 

ITiis remarkable collection was made by Rev. Thomas Robbins, D. D., 
clexgymau of Rochester, Massachusetts, formerly of East Windsor, 
mnecticut, one ef the founders of the society. In early life he deter- 
ined to buy about $200 worth of books every year. This he continued 
arly li/otf a century, till be had accumulated about 5,000 volumes. It 

a curious and valuable collection. In. the year it was transferred 

the Historical Society, by an arrangement, which constitutes the vene* 
Me. collector librarian for life, and gives the library to the society. 
J^ifif. GoUege JAbraries 9,000 vols^ — Trinity College^ formerly called 
ifliiiBgton College,* was incorporated by act of the legislature in 1823. 



[ 120 ] m 

''There are 3^000 volames belonging to the college, arranged in dcoi 
and occupying a room ill Seabury HadI, in which are also the portrait 
several officers and benefactors of the college. There are also two '^'^^ 
rics belonging to societies of under graduates^ containing an aggregatetfl^ 
6,000 volumes." — [Colkge Calendar.^ . J. 
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MIDDLETOWN. 

Wesleyan University Libraries — 11,123 vols. — The Wesleyan Uni 
sity was incorporated in 1831; the library was commenced the same 
It contained August 1, 1848^ 5,623 volumes^ a few A}SS., mape, 
coins. About 100 volumes are yearly added^ and about $100 ex 
annually for the purchase of books. An income of about $225 per 
num is derived from a tax upon the undergraduates. A cataloguii 

einted in 1837, containing 50 pages 8vo. The library- is opened eicrf 
onday and Thursday in terrri tfme, at \2m.j for half an hour. The pd^-i. 
sons entitled to the use of the books are: the faculty , president, m^"* 
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uates, and under- graduates. The last pay $2 per annum. Promor 
John W. Lindsay, librarian. ■'"■'■% 

Besides the college library, the Peithologian and Philorhetorian Socierin 
of students, connected with the university, possess 5,500 volumes. Th 
following remarks, prefixed to the catalogue of the college library, giii 
some account of that publication and of the history of the collection:' 

^< The following catalogue hgis been prepared for the convenience 
the librarian and students of the university. As the time which coqHF' 
be devoted to its preparation would not aamit of a detailed account A 
the subjects, edition, and other particulars of each work^ which are ne* 
cessary to a full and complete catalogue, nothing further has been'itp 
tempted tlian an enumeration of the. titles, briefly stated, as ipight be, 
and alphabetically arranged, generally, with iiefeience to the subjects. 

^' The library has been enriched by many valuable donations, orily a few 
of which can be here noticed. The most valuable was made by Thonu0 
Chapman, esq., of Camden, New Jersey^ and is called, as a token of n^ 
spect to the donor, the Chapman LitMrary of the Wesleyan Universityi 
This portion of the library, in number about 2,000 volumes, consisto s( 
all the books in cases D, E, and F, except such as are marked with m t. 
There are among them 177 folios and 121 quartos. Of these^ 1,6M 
volumes were fixed at a low price: one half of the amount was presented 
by Mr. Chapman, and the other half paid by the trustees. The remail^et 
of the 2,000 volumes was given with :fio reserve but the privilege of add* 
ing to the number. Among the latter is a splendid copy of the Antwerp 
tolyglot, in 8 folio volumes. That part of the catalogue distinguished 
by a ^, numbering 375 volumes, was the library of the late John Sum- 
jnerfield, and presented to the university by his brother-in-law^ Jaaiet 
Blackstock, esq., of New York. Those distinguished by a *, are boob 
presented by the British conference, valued at J'lOO. Other valuabk 
presents have been made by authors and other individuals, of which mcM 
specific notice cannot be taken in thi^ place." 

The JFViendfy Association of Upper MtddUtmcn—iSi w&.— The fcl^ 
lowing notice is from a historical sketch furnished by Mr. Horace G. Vl^ 
Itams. it would be difficult to point in this country to a better model jfor 
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ige literary society, or to one which has been for a longer time 
irruptedly prosperous and useful, than the Friendly Association of 

Middletown: 

little more than a year preceding the establishment of the Friendly 
ation in this village, several gentlemen met together and formed 
\l club for mental improvement, under the name of the > Debating 
y.' It appears to have commenced with a very respectable num- 
^members, and was conducted with considerable spirit for a time, 
lumber of members became, after a while, greatly reduced; and it 
isolved by tlie few remaining to make some changes in its man- 
nt, 'preserving whatever of the constitution and by-laws wa« 
It excellent. The new plan being favorably received by several 
duals who were not connected with the ^ Debating Society,' its 
nization under a better system seemed to promise Success. 
i February 20, 1810, the first meeting was held, commencing with 
:d members;. and, their object being the mutual iinprovement of 
other, the name of the ^ Friendly Association' was very appropri- 
^oseti. Afler the adoption of the constitution for the society, the 
idings were regularly organized by the appointment of officers. 
r the early members who were particularly active in establishing and 
ning the associations, the names of Messrs. William C. Redfield, 
Sage, Joseph Williams, and* Martin Ranney, may be mentioned 
tome degree of pride; the former of whom has, by his contributions 
aral science since his residence abroad, secured a very distinguished 
;tion throughout the world. Many valuable features in the man- 
int of the society were suggested by. him; he is still warmly at- 
l to it, and has repeatedly manifested his interest in its prosperity. 
i3undation of a pecmanent library wa& a favorite measure with sev- 
)f the original members of the association, and one of the first rea- 
ns adopted was to appoint a committee for soliciting aid from its 
s in the village. As the result of this effort, the sum of $11 25 in 
ind 53 books, chiefly on biography, travels, and religious subjects, 
received, the most liberal doo^ions being from individuals not con- 
l with the society. About two years later, an additional fund was 

by subscription among the members, amounting to $32 25;. all of 
I wdiS invested in the purchase of books for .the library, 
he expenses of the association have been managed with considerable 
my, its principal resources being the fee of one dollar paid by each 
1 upon signing the constitution. Whenever an applicant for aUmission 
^ted, he receives a suitable address from the president, explaining his 

and privileges. As the society is always very cautious respecting the 
*.ter of such, it has in no instance been forced to expel a member 
)reach of its regulations. Quite a number of young ladies have 
[ the association, and the effect of their frequent presence at the 
tigs has been to stimulate the zeal of the gentlemen, and to render 
performance more interesting. Neither sex ; is exempt from contrib* 

a share of th^ir time and labor for the, mutual benefit; but, if 
re too diffident to exhibit their own productions or prefer to commu- 

anonymously, a ' reader' is appointed for the purpose. The mis- 
eous exercises usually embrace a variety of subjects; they consist 
pally, however, of original compositions, recitations of dialogues 
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and selected pieces^ reading of choice extracts, translations from tbi 
classics and modem languages, and reviews of literary publications. Thi 
meetings occasionally assume a conversational character: interesting w 
ecdotes are related, natural curiosities and relics of * old times' are shown, 
and chemical experiments are performed ; and the members are alw8jf||^ 
free to ask for information or to make critical i-emarks. • Lf 

"The practice of inviting strangers to deliver occasional addresses andlj^] 
lectures before the society originated about twelve years since, a^d hvl^ 
been continued to the present time, with marked benefit to tfaeniembets.L, 

"The return of every anniversary of the association is always an cventlj^ 
of some importance throughout our village, it being celebrated with ft^||j,| 
riety of performances appropriate to the time. Considerable prepaTationil ^ 
made for these exhibitions, which usually include orations, essays^ £» 
logues, and dramas, mostly original, together with songs and glees^oi 
instrumental music. Of late years a small fee has been charged fiirad* 
mittance, and with the funds thus realized additions are regularly muk 
to the library. 

"Until 1834 the meetings of the association were held in an old school- 
house which afforded very inadequate accommodations, the library being 
crowded into the space of a few feet, called the ^ lobby,' in one comer 
of the room. By private subscription among the lAerpbers, and a genoF 
ous arrangement with the proprietors of the < academy' building, tbo 
firee. use of a spacious and convenient hall was secured so long as thi 
society might choose to occupy it. The room is neatly furnished, andi 
as the library can now be displayed to advantage, it presents qnite an 
imposiog appearance. The number of books has increased to 434, ex* 
elusive of several printed essays and documents; and of these about li 
volumes have been received from different members within a few yetii 
past. For a short time a regulation was in force allowing a person to 
join the society for one year on payment of fifty cents, but it has since 
been repealed. The actual number of life members is now 270. Since its 
organization 802 weekly and monthly meetings have been held, their in* 
terest being very uniformly sustained, and only twice have they been 
suspended for a longer period than usual. The young men of the vil- 
lage, either clerks, apprentices, students, or teachers, are generally its ac» 
tive members, the oldest and most capable of them being intrusted widi 
the management of its affairs. Possessing a respectable library aiid a 
surplus in the treasury, the future success of the association alone ^de* 
>pends upon the persevering efforts of its friends. 

"HORACE G. WILLIAMS: 

"Upper Middletown, Co7in., July 11, 1860." 






NEW HAVEN. 



Y(de College Libraries-^50,4Sl vols. — In the year 1700, ten of tht 
principal ministers met at New Haven and formed themselves into t 
society, and agreed to form a college in the colony. At their next me6^ 
ing, which was at Bran ford, the same year, each of 'them brought i 
number of books, and, presenting them to the society, said: '^ I give these 
books, for the founding of a college in this colony. ^^ 

Bishop Berkeley, about 1733, sent to the library from Europe <^the 
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tuest collection of books that ever came together at one time irito 
koierica.'' Sir Isaac Newton, Sir Richai-d Steele, Drs. Burnet, Wood- 
mrd, Halley, Bently, Kenpet, Oalamy, Edwards, the Reverend Mr. 
3enry, and Mr. Whis*on, presented their own works to the library. 
- The growth of the library till 1845 was very gradual. In that year a 
*i*ry lavge and valuable accession, selected and purchased in Europe by 
Professor Kingsley, gave to the library a new and vigorous impulse, and^ 
ilaced it among the best collections of books in this country. 

It contained January 1, 1849, 20,515 Volumes, including duplicates, 
if which there may be 200 to 3(K) volumes. The number of pamphlets 
■ probably 3,000. The libi'ary contains also a few MSS., charts aiid 
tD|^raving8<-^not easy to specify in numbers. The MSS. bequeathed by 
Resident' Stiles are in about 40 volumes. For the last ten years about 
OO to 1.600 volumes have been added annually. During the same 
lerlod the average annual expenditure for the purchase of books has been 
tl,62B. There is a permaneid; fund of $27^000 for the increase of ther 
Lbr£.ry^, yleldfitig annually $1 ,620. In 184g-'6 a building was erected for 
he use of the College Librairy and the three society libraries. The mate- 
ial is red sandstone from Bortland, Connecticut. The total cost, when 
lone steps and pinnacles are added, will be near $40,000. The books 
kce -arranged on the shelves according to subjects, as far as miay be con- 
veniently practicable. The books are not numbered. Catalogues were 
Minted in 1743, 1755, I79I, ISOS; the last (102 pp. 8vo.) in 1823. The 
ibitary is opened every day in the yiear (except Sundays and three or fbiir 
>ubUc days) in ^termi tinie from 10 a. m.. to I p. m., and from 3 to 5 p. m., 
lad ID suinmer commonly an hour' or. two nnore: in vacation, every. day 
Ikom 3 to 5 hours. The persons entitled to the use of the books are, the 

E[>fes8ors, membeis of the professional schools of the college, and mem- 
rs of the senior and junior classes. Sisniors and juniors pay a small 
eharge «od)ers pay nothing. The privileged of the library are granted to 
many literary and scientific persons in town. Books are lent out, but 
«OD8uitatioii in the libvaiy is eneoii raged in preference. The number 
drawn out yearly, not knawn. The number actually out on one day when 
an: Bxaminatipn was made, A^iril 2, 1849, was 541; The term of loan is 
one month, except to the officers of. the college, who frequently retain 
books until the general return in August. The number of visitors from 
oirioiity and study is, in fair weathoTj large. The number of consulters 
aiMj vary from five to ^fifteen daily^ lii jsnswer to the question, Have the 
bobks been injured at any time by insects? Mr. Herrick remaiks: "The 
Lynama $accAarifui is common; brought in, probably, by -old books. I 
cataot discover that it eats much. .In my own horary, at home, two 
books have been injnred by some boring beede or its larva, (probably a 
tpeeies of anobium,) so that I cannot doubt that books in our public 
libraries need examination once a year, at least, with reference to this 
matter.^^ Books are lent to persons at a distance on application to the 
library committee, and without charge. For two or three years past 
bdoks have been constantly out of town under this regulation. Edward 
C; Herrick, librarian. 

See also American Quarterly Register, vol. 8, p. 14: Bostoti, 1836: 8vo. 

Medical Library — 900 vols. 

Law Library— 1,900 Yoli. ; : 
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In the same building with . the College Libfaty, but in «eparate apni: 
meutSy are the libraries of the three literary societies of the college, fie 
the Linonian, Brothers in Unity, and Cailiopean. lit ' 

Statistics January 1, 1849: \%t 

No. ofrols. by ATemge No. of rola. Nck ttfifolMNi| 
actual counl. added per year for drawn Mpvl tft £ 

ten years paat. annDin. Ic^n 

Linonian Society - - 10,646 440 11^630 I ir 

Brothers in Unity Society - 10,500 430 about the.8aoie.l{x- 

Calliopean Society , - - 6,020 170 about S^UOO, j,^ 

The society libraries are opened statedly every day (or nearly) in ten 
time for about 35 minutes, ending at 2 p. m. Kach society Jibrariaa hi 
usually three or four assistants. The librarian is selected from the senior 
class; the assistants are from thal6wer classes. 

. The last catalogue of the library of the Linonian Society^ printed Ib- 
yember^ 1846, contains 274 pages 8vo. It has the. foUowing'prefaeiei: 

** The Linonian Society was founded in September, A. D.- 1753,' ;To 
the members of the society of the class of 1769, and of the classes in- 1 ^ 
mediately following, we are indebted for the foundation c^ the library. Li 
In tlie records of the society at that time is found a vote of thanks' t( 
Timothy Dwight^ Nathan Hale, and James Hillhonse, for the fiist eaor 
(ribution of books. 

^< From the records and catalogues we are enabled to show themunber 
of volumes at different periods. In 1770 there are stated to be nearly 100 
vols.; 1780, 152 vols.; 1790, 330 vols.; 1800, 475 vols.; 1811^ 724 voh:; 
1822, 1,187 vols.; 1831, 3,505 vols.; 1837, 5,581 vols.; 1841, TySOO vob. 
The present catalogue numbers 10,103 volumes. 

^<It has been attempted to adapt the present catalogue to genefalcoft* 
venience. To this end it has been made as accurate and systematic^ as 
possible; each book is inserted under the name of the author^ as fiw:as 
could be ascertained, and again under the most prominent word of Ae Ir 
title. The classified index wilt afford a view of the resources of the li- 
brary in the respective departments therein designated.'* 

The last catalogue of the library i>l the Bothers in Unity, containiBg 
224 pages 8vo., was published in Aparil, 1846. i The following is Ito 
preface: ? .; . . 

^<The library of the society of JSrothers in Unity is.located in the north 
wing of the new College Library-building, and numbers at the present 
time 9,140 volumes. ; 

<< 'I'he oldest catalogue which we have seen, (probably the oldest in 
existence,) is a manuscript originally prepared by Judge Baldwin of this 
city, and by him lately presented to the library. Judge Baldwin was lir 
brarian of the class of 1781, thirteen years subsequent to the formation of 
the society. This valuable relic contains a list oi* only 163 volumes — ^but 
those carefully selected standard works. The library was at that time 
kept in a jn-ivate room, and jealously closed against all exceptwmicrr^. 
A collection of the printed catalogues,! nearly if not quite complete, i» to 
be found in the library of ihe college. It appears from these^ that from 
1808 to 1825. the various societies issued joint catalogues. The num- 
ber of volumes in the Brothers library, at various periods since 1808, is as 
follows: 18n8, 723 vols.; 1811, 756 vols.; 18Ui 86Dvols.; Jaauary, 181 *> 
937 vols.; September, 1822, 1,187 vols.; November, 1825, 1,730 vols.;. 
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April, 1829; 2,650 Yofo^-: September, 1832,3,562 vols.; January, 1835, 
4,665 vols.; June, 1838, 6,078 vols. It will be seen from thi^ table that 
it has increased with much greater rapidity within the last few years than 
at any fornaer period. 

''The present catalogue diJSiers in several respects from those which 
It^ave preceded it. The list of authors has been very much increased — 
completed, so iar as time would allow-^and inserted in the body of the 
work. The whole has been rewritten, and in very many cases the titles of 
books given with greater distinctness. The index has also been render- 
ed more perfect by the addition of t'lreeor four new division^. Books 
fean, therefore, be fmind almost invariably under the name of the author^ 
Usually also under the most prominent word oftfieir own title ^ and finally 
under their appropriate subject in the index.'*' 

The Calliopeam Society publrshed a catalogue (94 pages 8vo.) oi) the 
Blithe general plan as the othrers in February, 1846. 
• All these catalogues are wel^ prepared, and elegaody printed. The fi- 
bfturi^s themselves are of -great value. The societies' are conducted with 
retnifivlralile spirit. To the Bmthers Societ^*^ we are indebted for the pub- 
lication of a very useful work,- prepared by William Frederick Poole, enti- 
tlied **An Alphabetical Index to subjects treated in the Reviews, and other 
periodicals, to- which no indices have been published ; prepared for the 
library of the Brothers- in Unity, Yale College. New York, Putiiam^ 
1848: 154 pages-8vo." 

Librwy of the Yovng Men^s Institute — 3,800 vob, 

NEW YORK. 

ALBANY. 

Slaie Liimry— 23,074 t?o/s.-"Fou»ded in 1818 It is in two depart- 
ments, Me Law- Lnbtary and the Miscellaneous Library y containhig-^ 

Law Library — Law............ 5,825 vols. • 

Statute law. .... V. .......1,253 

' Slate papers^ 2, 792 

— — T 9, 870 ▼ob. 

Miscellaneous library. ' 13, 353 vols. 

Maps, atlases, &c., bound in volumes ^. 51 

Maps .97 

Engravings 299 

jrjBiniinc anu uusts. .................................. 4 

Uedals 25 



Totar 23,699 



• There "IS also a large collection of manuscripts connected with the his« 
tory of the State> most of. which have lately been recdived from the office 
<)f the Secretary of State, from which they were- transferred to the Stbte 
Library in pursuanoe of a joint resolution of the senate and assembfv. 
A separfiite catalogue -of these, forming 5^ pp^ 8vo., was printed in 184H, 
being No. 148 of tlie Assembly- documents. Some of- these manuscripts 
are of great interest and value. Among them are the original charter, or 
gvantj of Charles II to his brother, the Duke of York, of this State, 
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aMmgst others, in Ifl64j sdveril myal 6oninil«Bions, of wWcH W^ oldeA 
is that of Williamand Mary, in 1689, consnt^rtiug- Henry Slonghter cap 
lain general of the province of ^Nev York; oaths'Of alleaiance and office, 
extending from 1698 to 1810; certificates of <-ntry fur land and land patenta; 
loHs" nf laws passed by the legislature of the province, Jtc. 
_ The following appropriations have beep made for the Statfe ybi«ry 
fiiiicd its foundation, in I81S, for the purchase of boolts, inaps/cHarta, dec. : 

Ijl'S Ct3,0"() for hooka and filting-np loonis, &o,) ........ , jtV,.600 00 

181^ (aniiual appropi^tion) .... 500 00 

1820 (annual appropriation) ", ,,.',.„.. 500 00 

1881..,.. ....,:'.,,..... ■ 600 00 

1S22 ..,..,..,.,...,.... 6(Xl,a) 

1823....... .,..■,.. , ...1., .675 Oil 

1824 ..; ...,.,..,.,..,...,„...,■,,,..,.,.„ ,' ,, 50O.« 

1826 .,, .....,...,.,.it...„; . . ,1,^00.00 

1826 .....:...,,.., 1,300 1)0 

182T ., 1,000 ,0« 

1838... , 1,000 00 

1829 ,: i.. 1,300,00 

1830 :. ,...i 801 44 

1831 V ,,.,.... .i. 662 J8 

lS32... :;....... a,M« 14 

18S3 , i .I,3j9 51 

1834 1,13638 

" Globes ..; y.v..../ 60 00 

" 1st vol. Audubon .' 220 00 

1835 ...:., 1,240 93 

" lid vol. Audubon i..., ...... ...... .• 220^,00 

1836...... ,.., ,...,.v... . .1,972 2S 

1837.... 1,219 39 

" 3d vol Atidub0ll.;;;;;;;-.j;;;;:ii.i;iii. ...../. iJOO Oft 

1838 : .1 ..:.■...:.. .^-.^i .^■.■.■.^, .:-:::..:. . 611 51 

1839 .ii .■;......■.■...■.■.■..■...•...■.■... ■.;...•„;;...... 1,309 32 

1840..;..:.. 1,006 43 

" .....:......... ....-.....•....•..•..■........;...... 163 49 

" 4th vol. Atidubon.i. .....-.■.;..;'.'..... '.'.■ ;. 200 00 

1841.. v.. .......■.-..•..•.■.■..■..i-... ..■.•.;.■.......•. 3,14»8Q 

" .,..;.....>...............■..•.■.■.■.■.......•.■..•....... 680 13 

1842;!' !!i"^!!^iiii^^%;iii^i!vvi^i^■i!■^ !!■■!;!!!; 2,560 w 

" 15583 

1843 .:............■..........;.......:;...;.... 1,50« 00 

1844 , 3,972 53 

1845 3,560 37 

" Warden libiary. 4,000 00 

1846 3,3a»S4 

1847 3,684 91 

1848.... 4,347 IS 

1849 .,....,.. .;, 4,800 00 

: ;6!t,9«.»j 



' The value of the donations to the library has beeii estimated by Or. T. 
Romeyn Beck, secretary of the trustees, as follows : 

Previous to 1844 $1,000 

During 1844 • 253 

1845 ; • 1,215 

1846 1,915 

1847 2,068 

1848 800 

1849 , 2,250 



9,501 



* 



" If to these we add the hundreds of volumes of laws, journals, docu- 
ments, and law reports; the copies of ilie Natural History of New York, of 
the Journals of the Provincial Congress, &c., (fee, {)resented by the State 
itself to the library, the total amount will considerably exceed ten thousand 
dollars." 

Respecting the general character of the collection the select committee 
of the assembly on the library say, in their report dated February 3, 1849: 
** We feel constrained to say that we have been surprised and gratified to 
find such completeness in some of the departments, and the whole to be of 
such great value. An examination will convince all that it has become a 
•worthy object of State pride. Already the law department is considered 
the most perfect of any similar collection in the States. It is believed, 
also, that nowhere can be found so many useful works on America and 
American affairs. The most unwearied pains have been taken; Europe 
and this country, have been ransacked to procure everything valuable in 
this department. The value of these books cannot be estimaf^d in money, 
for money could not replace very many of them. There are, also, valua* 
ble scientific, statistical, documentary, and miscellaneous works, other- 
wise inaccessible to Americans generally." 

This library has, at different times, received large and valuable acces- 
sions. through the agency of M. Vattemare Nearly one tho^sand vol- 
umes, mostly in folio and quarto, besides maps, charts, &c., have been 
thus added to the library. 

It is required by law that a catalogue of the State Library be published 
every five years. The trustees present an. annual report to the legislature 
containing the lists of books added to the' library since the previou:$ report. 
The catalogue published January, 1844, contains two huudredand forty- 
five pages 8vo. The regents of the university, having been constituted 
trustees of the State Library by act of the legislature, (passed 4lh May, 
1844,) requested, in their report, (January 10, 1845,) permission to pre- 
pare and print, immediately, a new and improved catalogue. The legis- 
lature acceded to their wishes, suspending the enactment requiring quin- 
quennial catalogues. 

The catalogue published in 1846 is in two parts, paged separately. Part 
1, is the catalogue of the law library, (252 pages 8vo.,) prepared by John 
L. Tillinghast: Part 2, catalogue of the miscellaneous library, (294 pages 
8vo.,) prepared by George Wood. Pages 214-252 contain a minute and 
carefully piepared descriptive catalogue of the publications of the Record 
Gommis>ion of Great Britain. A new edition, dated January 1, 1850, has 
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been printed. It contains 1^058 pages large Svo.^ in parts. The first part, 
(245 pages) is an alphabetical catalogue of the law books^ registered with 
the necessary fulness, under the names of the authors. The second part^ 
in 35 pages, do\ibIe columns, is a catalogue or index of the same books, 
iairranged according to subjects. The titles of subjects are arranged alpha- 
betically. The third part (pages 283-^65) contains statute laws and 
Statei papers. This includes a list of Congressional dbciiments since the 
formation of the government, in a tabular form, exhibiting the number 
find titles of the volumes' published at each session of Congress, with the 
time of the commencement arid termination of each session. The fourth 
part (pages 367-376) is a classification of statute laws and State papers, 
under nineteen heads, as comfnerce and navigation, debates, digests, di- 
plomatic correspondence, &c. The fifth and largest part is a catalogue of 
the miscellaneous works, (pages 377-81 5 ) Part sixth is a classification of 
the miscellaneous works into five leading classes, namely: (I) theology, (2j 
feovernraent and political economy, (3) sciences and the arts, (4) history, 
(5) belles-lettres, with several subdivisions under each class. Part seventh 
contains a catalogue of works of art, globes, ^tl^ses, maps, plans, paint- 
ing, engravings, busts, and medals, (pages 909-9.50.) Appended to these 
are lists of books received while the catalogue was in press, a list of do- 
nations to the State Library from its foundation to January, 1850, and ade* 
scriptive list of rrianuscripts received from the Secretary of State. 

*'The works in the miscellaneous department of the library, when not 
anonymous, are lettered with thie author's name, and a brief title'of the 
work. Each work is arranged on the shelves alphabetically, under the 
initial letter of the surname of its author. Anonymous works are lettered 
agreeably to their subjects, and placed in like manner under their initial 
letters. The octavos and smaller sized volumes are disposed on one set 
of shelves — the quartos and folios separately, on other sets of shelves. 
There are, hdweveir^ some few Exceptions to this order. Periodicsd works, 
such as magazines, registers, and reviews, scientific journals and publi- 
cations of learned societies, together with the dictionaries, encyclopsedias, 
and gazetteers, and other similar works of repeated reference, are with- 
drawn from the general arrangement and placed by theinselves for more 
feonvenient consultation. The Warden collection it was thought advisa- 
ble to lieep, likewise, by itself. The works of this collection had been 
numbered by Mr. Waraen, in his published catalogue, as they followed 
!n his classincarion. These numbers have been cancelled, the works 
new numbered in their order in this catalogue, and indicated by the cap 
ital letters W. C, with the number. The maps, chart?, and atlases have 
been treated in a somewhat similair manner, and artanged in the cata- 
logue among the other maps and charts. The words vide and s^e aria 
Used in the catalogue for two distinct purposes; mde^ when the reference 
is from one pdn of the catalogue to another; see^ when the reference is 
to the book it^-elf, on the shelves." 

The library is open, during the session of the legislature and the courts, 
from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m , Sundays excepted. On Christmas, New Years, 
and other holidays, it is open one hour, from 9 to 10 a. m. 

It is accessible for reading and consultation to every citizen. The fol- 
lowing statutes and regulations of the trusteeis relate to the use of the 
library: 
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Revised Statutes j volume 7, part 1, cluapter IX ^ title 8, sect{on 6.— ''It 
thai I be the duty of the trustees to provide, in their regulations, that any 
member of the senate or assembly, during the session of the legislature, 
or during the sitting of the court for the correction of Errors, or of the 
senate only, jshall be permitted, under proper restrictions, forfeitures and 
penalties, to take to his boarding house, or private room, any book be- 
longing to the library, except such books as the tmstees shall determine 
are necessary always to be kept in the library as books of reference; but 
no member of the legislature shall be permitted to take or detain from the 
library more than two volumes &t any one time. 

/Wflf., sec. 7. — "Bieforethe president of the senate, or the speaker of the 
assembly, shall grant to any member a certificate of the time of his at- 
tendance, he shall be satisfied that such member has returned all books 
taken out of the library by him, and has settled all Accounts for fines for 
injuring such books, or otherwise. 

**The trustees hereby declare, agreeably to the provisions of the revised 
statutes, that the law library, in its most extensive sense, comprehends 
such books of reference as should always be kept in it; but during the 
session of the legislature, of the senate, of the court for the correction of 
errors, and of any court held in the capitol, law books may be taken from 
the library to any room in the capitol, to be returned on the same day. 
The librarian shall previously charge each person so taking with the book 
or books, and a fine of fifty cents shall be imposed for each day's deten- 
tion beyond the above time. The regulations above ordained, as to loss, 
injury, or damage of books, shall apply in the present case. 

'*No books belonging to the law library are to be taken to the miscella- 
neous library to be read; nor are? books, maps, charts, or prints, be 
longing to the miscellaneous library, to be taken to the law library to be 
read or examined." 

The number of persons consulting the library is said to be very large, 
but it cannot be accurately stated. 

The library is at present in the capitol. It is very inconveniently 
lodged . The rooms, too, are completely filled . The trustees and the gover- 
nor of the State recommend the erection of a new building. From the 
spirit, good judgment and taste manifested in the general arrangements of 
the trustees, we are led to hope that they will not add yet another to the 
long and melancholy list of opportunities neglected for giving to the world 
the plan of a building suitable for a public library. The present librarian 
is Alfred B. Street. 

The Assembly Library contains 6,000 to 8,000 volumes. ^^ It is im- 
possibly for the librarian, or* any one else, to tell the exact number, sp 
long as they are kept in the present manner. All that can be crowded^ 
two rows deep, upon the shelves in the clerk's room, are there. The rest 
are in the garret of the capitoL This library is increasing very rapidly." 
The select committee of the assembly on the library (from whose report 
^he above extract is taken) recommend the providing of better accommo- 
dations for this collection. It should be remarked that this collection con^« 
tains several copies of most of the public documents of the State. The 
number of different works is consequently much smaller than the aggre- 
gate number of volumes would seem to indicate. 

Uie Library of thb Young Merits Assoctdtion-^AjBOO vols. — ^The Youug 
Men's Association for Mutual Improvement, in the city of Albany^ was 



founded on the 13th of December, A. D. 1833. '^The plan originally 
contemplated) and which has been hitherto carried into successful opera- 
tion, was to furn}di» at the cheap rate of two dollars per annum, admission 
to a news and pc^dical room, in which all the leading journals and pe- 
riodicals ot the Slate and nation, ^nd such foreign ones as^were deemed 
proper, should be taken; the privilege of talj:ing books from a library, to 
which additions are constantly being mad^e of new and valuable publica- 
tions; atteudance upon popular lectures pn literary and scientific subjects 
^t least once a week during the winter months, and opportunities for de- 
bate during the same period. Such extended ineails of information, of so 
varied and practical a character, it is con^dehtly asserted, were never be- 
fore offered at so cheap a rate." [See introductory remarks to a pamphlet 
containing the charter, \yith the rules, &c,, of the Young Men's Associ- 
ation in Albany, 1847.] 

The association was incorporated by act of legislature, passed March 
12, 1835. 

The library contained (January, 1848) 4,015 volumes, valued at 
$3,726 26. There were added during the previous year, by purchaas 
37Q volumes, by donation 24 volumes,. 

The following summary statement of the affairs of the association, 
taken from the annual reports of its presidents, from the time of its organ- 
ization to 1847, is annexed to the pamphlet, before mentioned^ contain*- 
ing the charter, &c.: , 



Year. 


No. newspa- 


Oihcr periodi- 


Volumes in 


Annual in- 


Number </ 


« 


pers taken; 


cats. 

• 


the library. 


crease. 


members. 


February, 1834 


92 


23 


811 


811 


644 


Do 1835 


87 


20 


917 


106 


378 
64^ 


Do 1836 


84 


16 


1, 169 


253 


Do 1837 


80 


30 


1,369 


200 


608 


Do 1838 


80 


25 


1.711 


343 


736 


Do 1839 


i»l 


29 


2,305 


494 


901 


Do 1H40 


85 


30 


3;344 


39 


1,036 


Do 1841 


81 


35 


3»618 


374 


1,053 


Do 1842 


88 


31 


3,067 


449 


1,004 


Do 1843 


78 


SO 


3,208 


141 


906 


Do ^ 1845 


63 


18 


3,323 


• . • . 


844 


Do 1846 


76 


19 


• 3,616 


393 


933 


Do 1847 

• • 


76 


20 


4, 015 


399 


1,304 



A catalogue of the h'brary, classified wyh an alphabetical index, was 
published in January, 1848. It contains 103 pages 8ro. An earlier cat- 
alogue was printed in 1^43 The librarian is A. F. Lansing. 

LAbrwy of the State Nofmcd Scfwol^ 6, 853 vols. — In the report for 
1846 of the executive committee of the State Normal School of New 
York, established at Albany in 1844, it is stated that "a donation for an 
educational library has been made to the Normal School, by the execu- 
tors of tlie Hon. James Wadsworth, out of certain funds left by that dis- 
tinguished friend of education, to be disbursed in such manner as would 
best promote the interests of the schools of the people." This valuable 
donation has been received, and composes the principal part of the ^<Mi>- 
cellaneous Library." 



■ ''There are at present 746 volumes in the Miscellaneous Library. The 
Text Book Library numbers 6,113 ToUimcs." — [Report January 12, 1849i] 

With reference to the general character of the books, in the "First 
.Quinquennial Register and Circular of the State Normal School^ Septem- 
ber, 1849," it is stated: .'^Besides an abundant supply of text books upon 
, jail the branches of the course of study, a well selected miscellaneous 
library has. been procured^ to which all the piipils may have access free of 
charge. In the selection of this library particular care has been exercised 
ta procure most of the recent works upon education, as well as several 
valuable standard works upon the natureil sciences, history, mathematics^ 
&c. The State Library is..als9 freely accessible to all. The library is 
under the charge of Mr. Webb, one of the teachers of the school, who 
deserves especial commendation for the care taken by him, in arranging 
and preserving the books. The Miscellaneous Library now numbers 1^ 
•volumes, showing an increase of 38 volumes since the last report. In the 
Text Book Library there are 4,338 volumes fit for use." — [Aimual report 
ibrl860.J 

lAhrary of the New York State AgriculturcU Society — 600 vofa. — ^This 
society was organized in February, 1832, and was incorporated the same 
year. It has gradually been collecting a library, composed mostly of agri- 
cultural works, pamphlets and peri^x^icals During the last year (1848) 
about 100 volumes were added by piu^hjEise, and upwards of 100 by dona- 
tion. The library is now niuch used, a;nd the Executive Committee, in 
their report for 1S4S, urge that it should be so increased as to contain all 
the valuable works on agriculture, hQrticidture,d&c., published in thi^and 
other countries, both for the benefit of, the ofiicers of the society, who are 
frequently called upon for informatipn^and for the farmer and others in- 
terested in agriculture. ,, ;.. 
/Library of the Mf^any MerlicQl OoU(Sjger^2 y212 vols. — The books are 
most of them new and in good preservation* Their value is estimated St 
$5,900.— [Regents' report, 1850.] " 

LAhrary of tlie Albany ListitiUe-^^3^^, fH)ls,^^The Albany Institute 
wais e3tablished in 1828. In 1832, the library <^nsisted of 1,592 volumes, 
and the museum of 10,444 specimens in-p^tui*^ history^ The library at 
present (1849; contains 3,323 volumes, .^j: . 

AUBUAN,, . . ; . * 

Theological Seminary Library — 6,000 rofe. — ^This seminary was found- 
ed by the Presbyterians, aiid commenced operations in 1S2L 

BROOKLYN. . 

The Library of the Vitited States Nav<d Lyceum — 2,971 vols, — The 
lyceum was founded in 1833, and posses^^ a library of 2,971 volumes, 
47S maps and charts, 631 coins, 49 medals:, and 75 engravings. It ijs 
open daily from 8 o'clock a. m. to 3 p. m« liflpmbers of the lyceum may 
take books out of the library. Few, however,* are taken out. The officers 
of the station resort: to the library for reading.; Tlife library is at present 
under the charge of Dx. Thomas L. Siuith, surgeon oi the United States 
navy. 

City Library-^fOOO vols. — Founded aiid incorporated in 1839. The 
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books (40Q) of the Hatnilton Association have lately been purchased.. 1^ 
The whole now occupy a part of the Free Library room of the Brooklyn L 
Institute, but are not merged in the library of the institute. It is hojid 
that the City Library will be the nucleus of a large and valuable coUccrion. 
A right in the library costs $26; annual assessment, $3. Persons not 
owning ** rights " may enjoy the privileges of the library on paying $6 per 
annum. An alphabetical catalogue (80 pp. 8vo,) was piublished in 1841. 
The act of incorporation and by-laws are prefixed to the catalogue. The 
library is under the care of the institute, and no separate librarian is em- 
ployed. 

Youths^ Free Library ttf tfie Brookli/n Institute — 3,028 vols. — The in- 
stitute was founded August, 1823; chartered September, 1824, by the 
name of the Apprentices' Library Association of Brooklyn; charter renewed 
April 13, 1843, and name changed to the Brooklyn Institute. The P/ee 
Library dates from 1828, The present rate of increase is from 200 tft 50(| 
volumes a year. The expenditure for books varies from $50 to $2o0 a year. 
Many books are annually worn out by constant use. There is «t present 
no permanent fund for the increase of the library. A part of tlie revfi, of 
the iufititute rooms is devoted to that purpose. The sum of $5,000 is 
about to be invested as a permanent fund for the library. A building of 
granite and brick was erected for a lyceum, at an expense of $30,000. It 
was sold under mortgage, bought by an individual, and presented to the 
trustees expressly for a library. It is eighty feet long, fifty feet wide,- and 
three stories high. Four catalogues have been printed since 1629; the 
last in 1849 (114 ];^. 12mo.) The library is open three times a week, fk 
three hours each time, for taking out books, and every evening for con- 
sultation. About 30,000 books are taken out each year. The librarians 
are volunteers, and frequently change. 

"Minorsof twelve years of age and upwards may have fiee access to the 
Youths' Free Library, Brooklyn Institute, subject to the following rules 
end regulations, viz: 

1. ^^A guarantee will be inquired for the safe return of all books loaned. 

2. ^^Each reader will be required to purchase a catalogue, at twenty-five 
cents. Tlie numbers of the lK)oks wanted must be legibly marked on the 
card supplied for that purpose previous to coming to the library. 

3. "Books may be returned every week, or kept out two weeks; if kept 
longer., they must be renewed, or the reader will be fined as follows: each 
quarto volume 12^ cents, octavo volume 6 cents^ duodecimo volume 3 
cents per week. 

4. **Books lost, defaced, or injured in any way, by being torn, soiled, 
written in, or leaves turned down, such damage to be paid for by the 
reader as the librarian may deem proper. If a volume of a set be lost or 
injured, the whole set to be paid for. 

5. "No conversation allowed among the readers in the room during the 
time of giving out books, and all disorderly conduct \nm near the Hbraiy 
will forfeit them the use of the books, and also the admission to the lec- 
tures. Readers are required to leave the room as soon as they have 
received their books. 

6. "Books marked with an asterisk (*) shall not be takeh from the li- 
brary except by special permission. 

7. "No reader can receive a book from the library until he .shall have 
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paid all fines, and made good all damages he may have occasioned, and 
no book belonging to the library can be lent by the reader to any person 
out of the dwelling of the reader. 

8. "The library will be open for girls every Thursday from 3 to 4 o'clock 
p. m; for boys every Monday and Saturday evenings — from May to 
November, from 7 to 9 o'clock; November to May, from 6 to 8 o'clock. 

9. '^Members of the institute may have the use of the library, subject to 
the above regulations." 

• BUFFALO. 

Library of the Yovn^ Menh Assaciaiion-^G^SOO vols. — ^This society 
was incorporated 3d March, 1837. It has (January, 1849) a library of 
6,500 volumes, which is well selected and arranged, and contains many 
T9xe and valuable works. The collection in English and American his- 
tory and literature is very full and valuable. Many of the editions are 
rare and costly. The library is increasing rapidly — say 400 volumes per 
annum. It is open dailj from 8 a. m. to 9 p. m. There is a separate 
reading-room for newspapers and periodicals. Most of the leading reviews 
of the day are subscribed for. A lot of ground has been purchased in 
the city for the purpose of erecting thereon a suitable building for its pur- 
poses, and the executive committee are now engaged in raising the means 
to erect the same; the estimated cost of the lot and building being about 
$14,0<0. 

The number of volumes drawn from the library during the past year 
(1848) is 14,200; being an increase of 3,600 volumes over the preceding 
year. Of the volumes thus read, 38 per cent, were works of nction; 36 
per cent, history, biography, travels, ifcc; 17 percent, standard literature; 
and 9 per cent, science. 

The number of volumes drawn in each year since the foundation of the 
association is as follows: 1836, 5,500; 1837, 7,500; 1838, 6,300; 1839, 
6,600; 1840, 6,400; 1841, 10,400; 1842, 11,100; 1843, 9,000; 1844, 
8,000; 1845, 8,200; 1846, 9,250; 1841, 10,600; -and in 1848, 14,200, as 
before stated. 

In 1847 a handsome and convenient catalogue was printed, containing 
146 pages 8vo., in two parts. "Part one comprises a complete descriptive 
catalogue of all books in the library at this date, (except novels and works 
in foreign languages,) with the names of the authors arranged alphabetical- 
ly, the arrangement including the first and second letter of each name. All 
works published anonymously will be found under the head of ^anony- 
mau8.* Part two is a catalogue of the titles of the works comprised in part 
one, classified according to subjects, and arranged alphabetically. Ap- 
pended to the catalogue is a list of all works in the library published in 
foieign languages." 

Of the last mentioned class there* are but few books, and those mostly 
medical works in Latin. ' 

Besides the library, the association possesses a cabinet of natural his- 
tory, containing about 250 mineralogical and geological specimens, a cata- 
logue of which is appended to the thirteenth annual report (1849.) The 
association also provides aij annual course of lectures, free to members; 
others are charged 12|^ cents each lecture. The annual reports are gen- 
erally printed. The librarian is Phineas Sargent. 

Mis. — 6 
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The Medical Department of the University of Bvffcdo possesses a library 
of 619 volumes, the estiiiiated value of which is $800. — [Regents' report, 
I860.] • 

CLINTON. 

Hamilton College Libraries— -10,300 vols. — The College Library was 
founded with the college, in 1812, and contains about 3,500 vols. ' The 
average annual expenditure for books the last ten years has not exceeded 
$60. There is no permanent fund, except an income of $50 attabhed to 
the department of classical literature. The library room is .about 75 feet 
by 20 feet, in the same building with the chapel. A catalogue was pub* 
lished soon after the college was organized, but it is now out of print. 
The library is opened on Wednesday and Saturday of each week, between 
the hours of 12 and 1 o'clock. All persons connected with the college— I 
trustees, officers, and students — are allowed the use of the books giEtu- 
itously. Anson J. Upton, librarian. 

. The Union Society, formed in 1834, has a library of 3,400^ vols. The 
triennial catalogue, printed at Utica in 1847, 53 pages 8vo., coiitaips names 
of members, catalogue of the library and of the cabinet. The cabinet 
contains about 4,300 specimens, including minerals, shells, plants, birds, 
and objects of curiosity; about 250 rare and beautiful Chinese birds were 
collected for the purpose, and pi:6sented by Rev. Dr. Parker of China. 

The Phoenix Society, formed , has a library of 3,400 vols. The 

triennial catalogue, published in November, 1847, 61 pages 8vo., contains 
the names of members, catalogue of books, and of articles in the cabinet. 

teAST HAMPTON. 

Library Company — 563 vols, — ^This libraT'y was founded by Dr. Lyman 
Beecher, in the year 1803, and has been a useful institution. It increases 
slowly from the proceeds of assessments. Sylvanus Jones, librarian. 

4 

FLUSEIINO. 

St. PauVs College Library. -^2 ^800 vols. 

FORDHAM. 

St. John^s College Library , and St. Joseph^ s Seminary Library-i-'d^BOO 
vols. — These two libraries (founded in 1840,) though distinct, are under ( 
the same management. St, John's College Library contains 6.,500 vols., • 
St. Joseph 's Seminary Library 4,000. The latter possesses an illuminated 
manuscript of the bible, probably of the fourteenth century; the firat fotlr 
pages missing. About 4,000 volumes of the St. John's College Library 
have been received within the last three years, by donations and the 
transfer of the library of another institution. This library occupies two 
rooms— one circular, (18 feet in diameter,) the other oblong, 18 by 30 feet; 
the books are arranged according to subjects. St. Joseph's Library occu- 
pies a room 15 by 30 feet. It contains only works in divinity and kindr^ 
sciences. The catalogue is well kept in a folio manuscript, but has not 
been printed. The libraries are opened daily from morning till night. 
The faculty and students are allowed the use of the books* gratuitously; 
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books are lent to others on application, when there is prospect of their safe 
return. Rev. L L^ouais, librarian. 

GENEVA. 

Germva College Libraries — 6,429 vols. — The library commenced with 
the college, in 1825, and contains about 2,000 vols, and 1,600 pamphlets; 
and increases at the rate of 70 or SO vols, yearly, most of which are gifts^ 
A very impejrftict catalogue, now out of print, was published some years 
ago.' There is no regular time of opening the library. There is also a 
library, founded ixK 1835, connected with the medical department; it con- 
tains about 600 volumes, valued at $l,50v). A society of under graduates 
of the college (the Hermaean Society) possesses a library of 3,669 volumes, 
to which additions are annually made from the proceeds of a tax upon 
tJbe members. Fiviin this library the students are mostly supplied wiih 
books, though they are allowed to use the College Library without charge. 
The Hermaean Library i^ opened daily for an hour. Joseph M. Clark, 
A, B., tutor and librarian of the College Library. 

HAMLILTON. 

: Ma4is9n University Libraries — 7,000 vols. — This institution was es- 
tablished in May, 1820, by the Baptist Education Society of the State of 
New York. It was called, till within two or three "years, the Hamilton 
L-iterary and Theological Institution. "One principal object aimed at by 
the early conductors of the institution, was to lay the foundation of a 
good library. Many of the first donations were received in books, and 
at the end of the seventh annual reiK>rt we find a ^list of books, &c.' 
from which we learn that the library contained 450 volumes." [See 
His4!ory of the Hamilton Institutisp, by Professor J. H. Raymond, in the 
American Quarterly Register for February, 1843.] Most of the library is 
owned by the Baptist Education Society of the State of New York. A 
SHiall portion is owned by the University board. It was begun in 1822, 
though, for many years, scarcely any additions were made, except by 
occasional donations, and those small. It contains, at present, 4,900 vnls. 
The books are arranged according to subjects, particular portion* of tlie 
room being assigned to a particular class, as classical literature, sacred 
philology, church history, modern languages, &c. Within each section 
the books are arranged according to their size. There is no printed cata- 
logue. The library is opened for consultation every day at 1^ o'clock, 
and is kept open until 4'o 'clock, except Saturday. Books are drawn three 
times a week. The students are entitled to the use of the library by the 
paynSient of 35 cents per term ; the board of trustees, faculty, and 
clergymen of the place, gratuitously. Books are always lent by the libra- 
riaja to gentlemen of responsible character who desire them. Books aire 
thus occasionally lent to persons at a considerable distance. Professor 
A. C. Eendrick, librarian. 

Students' libraries, 2,100 volumes. 

HARTWICK. 

Theological Seminary Ldbrary — 1,000 vols. — This is a Lutleiaa ia$li- 
tution, and was incorporated in 1815. 
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BVDSON. 

The Frofiklin LXbrary — 1,058 vols. — ^The Frankim Library Association 
was incorporated in April, 1838. Its libiarjr contains 1,058 volumes. 
It has also a philosophical apparatus. The library is open every Saturday 
evening from 7 to 9 o'clock. The members pay two dollars a year for 
the use of the library, and for all the privileges of the institution. The 
•executive committee have power to extend the use of the library to others. 
During the summer, about 35 books per week are lent out; during winter, - 
about 70 per week. J. C. Newkirk, corresponding secretary. iT cata- 
logue, with the by-laws, was printed in 1849^ containing 21 pp. 12dqio. 

KEWBURG. 

lAhrary of ike Theologictd Seminary of the Associate Reformed Chareh— 
3,230 vofs. — ^Tbis seminary was incorporated in 1835. The library of 
the Associate Reformed Church was founded in 1802, and contains 3,230 
volumes, and some manuscripts. The only considerable accession during , 
the last ten years was the donation of the Rev. R. Forrest, contain- 
ing 855 volumes. A catalogue, 16 pages 8vo., was printed in 1848. 
The library is open for one hour on Thursday of every week in term time, 
and the use of it is free to all persons connected with the institution. H. 
Connelly, librarian. 

I 

NEW YORK CITY. 

Mercantile Library Association — 31 ,674 vols, — Founded in 1820. The 
library contained January 1, 1860, 31,674 volumes; a respectable caW- 
net of specimens in geology and mineralogy; also a small collection of 
curiosities, belonging to the association. The yearly average nambfsrof 
volumes added to the library, for the last ten years, is 1 ,561. The yiearly 
average expenditure for books, during the same period, is $2,126 58. A 
brick building was erected for the association in 1830, at a cost of S53,000. 
It is 50 feet by 90 feet. The rooms appropriated to the use of the asso- 
ciation are upon the 2d and 3d stories. The library, lecture room, and 
directors' room, are on the 2d floor; the reading-rooms and conversation 
room on the 3d floor. There is no systematic arrangement of the books 
acoording to subjects. The books are placed in alphabetical order, sepa- 
rating languages and fiction^ and dividmg according to size. The alpha- 
betical arrangement has been adopted solely on account of its pftK^ticfJ 
convenience. Catalogues were printed as follows: 1st, in 1825, in t2mo.; 
2d, in 1828, in 12mo.; 3d, in 1830, in 8vo.; 4th, in 1834, in 8vq.; 5th 
in 1837, prepared by Edward Johnston, esq., in 8vo., and supplenient in 
1840; 6th, alphabetical, with a classified index, in 1844, 300 «pp« 8v«.; 
another is in preparation. The library is open every day from 10 o'clock 
a. m. to 10 o'clock p. m., except Sundays and holidays. Merchants' 
clerks are entitled to the use of the library, on subscribing the consti- 
tution and paying an initiation fee of $1, and $1 for the first six months. 
Merchants and others are admitted on the payment of an annual sub- 
scription of $5, but are not eligible to office. More than 75,000 voiunies 
are lent out annually! About 6,000 persons annually consult the library 
without taking away books. S. Hastings Grant; librarian. 
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Frem reports of the directors we gather th-e following additional facts: 

^^ITie first public meeting of merch8Lnts' clerks, for the purpose of consid- 
ering the expediency of establishing a library and reading-room, was held 
on the 9th of November, 1820. A subsequent meeting was held on the 
27th of the same month, at which a constitution was adopted, ajid the 
first officers elected. An appeal was made to the public for money 
and boofo; and clerks were invited to become subscribers. The library 
was opened February 12, 1821, in a room at No. 49 Pulton street, and 
coiit^ned, at that time, 700 volumes. The number was increased be- 
fore the year expired to 1,000 voluines. The number of subscribers 
was 175. 

"The institution, during the early years of its existence, encountered 
a good deal of hostility from a class of short-sighted and narrow-minded 
merchants, who fancied their clerks could not devote their whole souls 
to their business if they were allowed the recreation which the library 
furnished. In 1825 special efforts were made to sustain and increase 
the usefulness of the institution; within six months, more than 200 addi- 
tional members were obtained, and subscriptions of money were raised 
to the amount of $795, besides many valuablo books. During this year 
the first catalogue was issued. The next year, 1826, the library was re- 
moved to more spacious apartments in Cliff street, and a reading-room was 
established, * . « . 

*^In 1827 lectures were established, which have since become one of 
the most popular and useful parts of the plan of the establishment. In 
February, 1828, at ^ meeting of prominent merchants, interested in the 
success of the institution, it was agreed to raise, by subscription, a sum 
isufiictent for the erection of a building for the permanent accommodation 
of the (ibrary . T^e contributors formed themselves into a company call- 
•ed the Clinton Hall Association. The sum of $33,500 was raised during 
the year in sums vaiying from $1,000 to $100. A building was erected 
on the corner of Beekman and Nassau streets, and, under the name of 
Clinton Hall, was dedicated on the 2d of November, 1830, with appro- 
priate ceremonies, to literature, science, and the arts. The entire cost 
of the land and building was about $55,000. This left an indebtedness 
of $21,500, secured by a mortgage which has been gradually reduced to 
$4,000, which the net income of t\i^o years, arising from rents of rooms 
not occupied by the association, will more than cancel. The Clinton 
Hall Association stands in the relation of guardian to the Mercantile Li- 
brary Association; the latter being assured of a full and perpetual owner- 
ship in the building as effectually as if the title were in its own coporate 
name. On the removal of the library to the new building, it numbered 
6,000 volumes. 

■'^In 1830 the trustees of Columbia College conferred upon the institution 
two scholarships, and in 1848 the University of the city of New York 
placed two foundations at the disposal of the directors of the association, 

"The class department originated with the board of 1838, and has beeru 
in active operation ev6ry succeeding year. Up to January, 1850, 1,281 
members have received instructions in the following branches: French 
language, 629; Spanish, 173; German, 93; Italian, 11; bookkeeping, 
125; penmanship, 89; chemistry, 48; music, 48; elocution, 43; drawing, 
1 1 ; mathematics, 1 1 *' * ' 

The twenty-ninth annual leport, presented January, 1850, contains the 
following table; exhibiting — 
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Annual additions nf members and books ^ expenditures for books y Main' 
ceiptSj S^c.y from the ^th of November ^ 1820, to \st January, 1850. 



Years. 


Members ad- 


Volmnea added. 


Expended for 


Expesdei (or 




miued. 




books* 




1820 ) 

1821 \ 


204 


1,066 


$600 oe 


• • • •# • 


JH22 


U ' 


250 


150 00 


1893 


81 


100 


273 00 




]824 


77 


175 


208 00 


•••••• 


18<i5 


257 


675 


619 00 


«73 CO 


1H26 


471 


1,000 


756 72 


190 ^ 


1827 


360 


1,200 


/ 695 12 . 


31 39 


lb28 


295 


1,000 


930 27 


146 25 


1829 


4L4 


600 


562 30 


154 2& 


1830 


486 


600 


567 91 


99 2S 


1831 


507 


750 


1. 177 19 


68 44 


1832 


3^3 


864 


1,107 36 


W7 56 


]b33 


382 


1,397 


1,303 98 


224 90 


3834 


393 


1,090 


l,2f;8 20 


223 29 


1835 


6HU 


1,522 


2, 126 32 


238 51 


1836 


867 


1,845 


2,2^6 74 


25(> 70 


1837 


9:^6 


2,547 


2,806 47 


186 04 


1838 


1,003 


2.471 « 


3, 115 72 


423 &I 


1839 


1,097 


3,583 


4, 278 23 


■Z29 60 


1840 


501 


390 


' 1, 995 19 


615 A^ 


l»4l 


627 


1,136 


1,495 12 


591 75 


1842 


308 


1,252 


2,179-79 


670 77 


1843 


252 


465 


797 90 


Sr36 85 


1844 


387 


745 


708 35 


271 25 


1845 


582 


1,428 


1,628 60 


4«2 65 


18-16 


C09 


1,883 


2,072 59 


500 34 


1847 


687 


2,258 


3,311 95 


549 19 


1848 


681 


2,276 


3,392 71 


445 5» 


1849 


1,013 


2,W7 


3,531 83 


600'35 


. 


14, 616 


37,019 


45,356 5& 


8,4«6 77 



The directors add: *^ This account does not show the fuH value of out 
literary property. The donations of books, in a period of 29 years, aw 
worth several thousands of dollars. There has been, it is true, a loss bj^ 
wear and decay of some 6,000 volumes, but these are mainly of tiifling 
value, consisting chiefly of novels, not deemed worthy the expense of 
rebinding, even in the cheap style necessary lo their presevvation. 
Most of the standard books originally purchased or pvesented, are still 
preserved in good order. ' ^ 

The institution has lately received a legacy of $3/)00 6om Miss 
Elizabeth Demilt, said to have been the first bequest ever made to this 
library. 

The New York Society Library— 35, Q00vol8.—{3A6 and 348 Broadway.) 
' The tmstees oif the New York Society Library were incorporated the 2d 
of April, 1754. The establishment was engrafted upon the ^^Public 
Library of New York," founded in 1700. (See Grahame's United States* 
Minutes of the Common Council of New York,&c.) Grahame says, <'a 
library was founded under the government of Lord Bellamont, in 170(i.'^ 



8X [. 120^ ] 

A, copy of Clarendon's History of the Rebellion, marked "Public Library 
of New York, 1811," is now in the^ Society Library. 

In 1729 the Rev. Dr. Millington, rector of Newington, England, 
bequeathed his library to the society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. By this society the library of Dr. Millington was presented 
to the corporation of the city, for the use of the clergy and gentlemen of 
New York, and the neighboring provinces. The New York Society 
Library was founded in the year 1754, having for its object, as expressed 
in the original articles of association, ^^ the use and ornament«of the city, 
#and the advantage of an intended college." 

Smith's History of New York thus adverts to the subject: " In 1754 a 
set of gentlemen undertook to carry about a subscription towards raising 
a puMic library, and in a few days collected near COO pounds, which 
were laid out in purchasing about 700 volumes of new, well chosen 
books, ^' &c. 

. The library of (he corporation above alluded to, appearing to have been 
mismanaged, and at length entirely disused, the trustees of the New York 
Society Library offered to take charge of it, and to deposite their own 
collection with it in the City Hall. This proposal having been acceded 
to by the corporation, the institution thenceforward received the appella- 
tion of ^^ The City Library " — a name by which it was commonly known 
for a long time. 

On this foundation the library increased and prospered. In 1772 a 
charter was granted to it by the colonial government, and the official 
style of ^^ The New York Society Library " was adopted. The war of 
the Revolution, however, which soon after occurred, interfered with these 
pleasing prospects. The city fell into the possession of the enemy. The 
effect on all our public institutions was more or less disastrous, and to the 
library nearly fatal. An interval of no less than fonrteen years here 
occurs in the history of the society. At length it appears from the minutes, 
that " the accidents of the late war having nearly destroyed the former 
library, no rneeting of the proprietors for the choice of trustees was held 
from the last Tuesday of April, 1774, until Saturday, 21st December, 
17S8, when a meetitig was summoned, and the operations of the society 
were resumed. In 1789 the original charter was revived, and the society 
commeuced almost a new collection of books. In 1793 a building was 
begun for the library in Nassau street. In this year the first catalogue 
of the books, with the charter, names of members of the society, (fcc, 
was printed, in 99 pp. 8vo. The library is said to have contained, at 
this time, 5,000 volumes. In 1813 the second catalogue was published. 
The library then comprised about 13,000 volumes. In lb25 a supplement 
was published. The library then contained about 16,000 volumes. In 
1836 the trustees sold the property in Nassau street, and purchased a lot 
in Broadway, on which they have erected the present edifice. 

In 1838, when the last catalogue was printed, the library contained 
25,000 volumes. 

In the year 1849 the society received a bequest of $5,000 from Miss 
Deniilt. 

The library at present (1850) contains 35,000 .volumes, a few manu- 
scripts of modern date, mans and charts of greut value, a few sheets of an- 
ciput church .music on vellum, numerous collections ot engravings, a small 
but beautiful collection of bronze medals, one set of casts of the Elgin mar- 
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bles, forty eight in number, and one set of Waterloo medals, fifty in number. 
About one thousand volumes are annually added to the library. About 
two thousand dollars per annum are expended for the purchase of books. 
There is no permanent fund. The rents of the building, the annual pay-, 
nients and some minor sources, afford about nine thousand doflars annu- 
ally. The debt, however, is large, and leaves but a limited sum for in-- 
crease. The persons employed in the service of the library are a librarian, 
assistant, room keeper, janitor, and a boy. A building was first erected 
for the library in 1794, previous to which the Hbrary was kept in the old 
City Hall. The present edifice was erected expressly for the library in 
1838-'39, at an expense of forty seven thousand dollars for the land and 
seventy thousand dollars for the building and furniture. The material if 
brick, with fapade and basement, &c., of brown freestone. It fronts on' 
Broadway 60 feet, and extends back 100 feet of uniform width. The 
principal floor is divided into two large and two small rooms. There is a- 
lecture-room below and a picture-gallery above. The arrangement of the 
books upon the shelves is according to subjects, "but with as many anal-' 
ogous subjects united as possible, in order to avoid the necessity of a com* 
plicated distribution in restoring continually the volumes returned, to their 
places." 

Catalogues of the library are known to have existed before the Revolu- 
tion, but the dates of their publication are not ascertained. Besides the 
catalogues of 1793, (99 pages 8vo.) 181 3, and supplement 1S25, ( 1 35 piiges 
Svo.,) a catalogue was printed in 1838, containing 328 pages 8vo., a' 
supplement in 1841 of 72 pages, and another in 1S43 of 24 pages. A new 
catalogue with the following title has just been published: *^ Alphabetical 
and analytical Catalogue of the New York Society Library, with the char- 
ter, by laws, &c.j of the institution, 8vo.: New York, 1850." Prefixed to 
the catalogue are a history of the library; the articles of subscription, 1764; 
the charter, 1772; acts of legislature, by laws, names of tmstees since 
1754, and librarians since 1793; alphabetical catalogue,. 491 pages; cata- 
logue of the Winthrop library. (This ancient and curious collection of 
books was presented by the late Francis B. Winthrop, esq. They were 
the property of his distinguished ancestor John Winthrop, the foutider'of 
Connecticut. It contains about 275 volumes.) An analytical index of 112 
pages follows the catalogue. This laborious and valuable work was pre- 
pared by Mr. P. J. Forbes, the present librarian* It is very handsomely 
printed. 

The library is open daily, Sundays excepted, from 8 a. m. till sunset; 
but thejreading rooms are open till 10 p. m. 

Persons entitled t6 the use of the library are, members who pay $26 for a 
right, and then $6 annually, and temporary subscribers at $10 per annum. 
Stiangers may be introduced, for the use of the books, &c., in the rooms, 
for one month. The number of members in 1793 was nine hundred; 
The present number is eleven hundred. 

Books are lent out, with the exception of very expensive woiks — those 
of refel-ence, as encyclopaedias, dictionaries, bound newspapers, &c. 
About 2,000 volumes (nearly 8;000 works) were charged in eight months. 
About 1 ,500 persons a year consult the library without taking away books. 
The trustees have full power to extend the use^of the library to personsat 
a distance. Philip J. Forbes, librarian. 

Astor Library — 20,000 vols, — One of the noblest gifts to learning, ' 
of which any city can boast, is that for which not only New York, but 
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tijis whole country, owes a debt of lasting gratitude to the memory of 
Kohn Jacob Astor, The munificence of the endowment is only equalled 
tpy the judicious, enlightened, and liberal provisions made for its useful* 
Dess and perpetuity. Mr. Astor died in 1848. 

• The Astor Library was endowed by the third codicil to his will, which 
vas dated August 22, 1839, and is in these words: 

*'I, John Jacob Astor, do make this additional codicil to my last will, 
bearing date the 4th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1836. 

<^ Desiring to render a public benefit to the city of New York, and to con- 
tribute to the advancement of useful knowledge and' the general good of 
society, I do, by this codicil, appropriate ftmr hundred thousand dollars 
out of ray residuary estate to the establishment of a public library in the 
city of New York. 

* * For this purpose, I give to my executors four hundred thousand dollars , 
to be la.ken from my personal estate, or raised by the sale of parts of my 
-real estates, to be made by my executors, with the assent of my son, Wil- 
liam B. Astor, upon condition and to the intent that the said amount be 
settled, applied^ and disposed of as follows, namely: 

*' 1. In the erecting of a suitable building for a public library. 

" 2. Ih furnishing and supplying the same from time to time with 
books, maps, charts, models, drawings, paintings, engravings, casts, 
statues, fiirniture, and other things appertaining to a library for general use, 
upon the most ample scale and liberal character. 

' ^' 3. In maintaining and upholding the buildings and other property, 
and in defraying the necessary expenses of taking care of the property, 
and of the accommodation of persons consulting the library. 

** The said sum shall be payable one third in the year after my de- 
cease; one third in the year following; and the residue in equal sums, in 
the fourth and fifth years after my decease. 

** The said library is to be accessible, at all reasonable hours and times, 
fcr general use, free of expense to persons resorting thereto, subject only 
to such control and regulations as the trustees may from lime to time ex- 
ercise and establish for general convenience. 

*< The affairs of the institution shall be conducted and directed by eleven 
tnistees, to be from time to time selected from the different liberal profes- 
sions and employments in life, and the classes of educated men. The 
mayor of the city of New York, dunng his continuance in office, and the 
chancellor of the State of New York, during his continuance in office, 
shall always be trustees. The vacancies in the number of trustees occur- 
ring by deathj resignation, incapacity, or removal from the State, shall be 
filled by persons appointed by the remaining trustees. The acts of a ma- 
jority of the trustees, at a meeting reasonably notified, shall be valid. 

** All theproperty and effects of the institution shall be vested in the said 
trustees. They shall have power to direct the expenditure of the funds, 
the investment, safe-keeping, and management thereof, and of theproper- 
ty^and effects of the institution; also, to make such ordinances and regula- 
tions, from time to time, as they may think proper, for the good order and 
convenience of those who may resort to the library, or use the same; also, 
to appoint, direct, control, and remove the superintendent of the library 
and all librarians, and others employed about the institution; and, also, 
ttiey shall have and use all powers and authority for promoting the ex- 
pressed objects of this institution, not contrary to what is herein expressed. 
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They shall not receive any compensation for their services, except that 
if any one of their niamber shall at any time be appointed superintendent, 
he may receive compensation as such. 

" The trustees shall be subject to the visitation of the proper courts of 
justice, for the purpose of preventing and redressing all mismanagement, 
waste, or breach of trust. 

[By a subsequent codicil the testator authorized the trustees to select a 
site on the east side of Lafayette Place, to contain 65 feet front and rear, 
and 120 feet deep.] 

^^ I further direct, that a sum not exceeding seventy-five thousand dol- 
lars may be expended in the erection of a building for the library; one 
hundred and twenty thousand dollars may be expended in the purchase of 
books and other objects fqr the establishing of the lij^rary; and the residue 
shall be invested as a fund for the maintaining and gradually increasing of 
the library. 

. ^^ All investment of the funds of the institution shall be made in the pub- 
lic debt of the United States of America, or of the States of the Union, or 
of the city of New York, as long as such subjects of investment may be 
had, giving a preference according to the order in which they are named. 
And in case the income of the fund shall dt any time exceed the amounts 
which the trustees may find useful to expend for the purposes above 
named and particularized, they may expend such surplus in procuring , 
public lectures to be delivered in connexion with the library, upon usefiu 
subjects of literature, philosophy, science, history, and the fine arts, or ia 
promoting in any other mode the objects of the institution, as above ex- • 
pressed. I direct my executors to cause and procure the necessary legal 
assurances to be made for establishing and securing the application of the 
funds and property hereby appropriated for the purposes of these presents, 
and in the mode herein pointed out. And it is my request that the trus- 
tees would apply to the legislature of this State for such acts as may fully 
secure, establish, and perpetuate this institution, and render its manage- 
ment easy, convenient, and safe, both to themselves and the public. And 
as this property is devoted wholly to public purposes, I trust that the 
legislature will so far favor the institution as to exempt its property firom 
taxation. And, as a mark of my respect to the following gentlemen, I 
name them to be the first trustees: that is to say, the mayor of the city of 
New York and the chancellor of the State for the time being, in respect 
to their offices; Washington Irving, W. B, Astor, Daniel Lord, junior,. 
James G. King. Joseph G. Cogswell, Fitz Green Halleck, Henry Brevoort, 
junior, Samuel B. Ruggles, and Samuel Ward, junior. 

[By a further codicil the testator appointed Mr. Charles A. Bristed one 
of the trustees; and also authorized the funds of the library to be invested . 
in bonds, secured by mortgaged improved real estates.] 

^^ In wituess whereof, I have set my hand and seal to this codicil, and 
publish the same as a codicil to my will, this twenty second day of Au- 
gust, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

^^JOHN JACOB ASTOR. [l. s.]" 

The Trustees of the Astor Library were incorporated by the legislature of 
the State, IStli January, 1849. The act of incorporation corresponds in 
all respects with the provisions of Mr. Astor's will, with the following 
additional provisions: 

^^ The property, real and personal, of the said corporation, shall be ex- 



91 C 120 ] 

^Vi from taxation in the same manner as that of the othef incorporated 
piblic libraries of this State; and it shall be the duty of the said trustees 

effect such insurances as can be obtained upon said buildings and 
arary, and other property, against loss by fire or otherwise, and pay the 
cpenses thereof out of the lund described in the fourth subdivision of 
fe<stion second of this act 

^* The said trustees shall, in the month of January in every year, make 
3»port to the legislature for the year ending on the 31st day of December 
■eceding, of the condition of the said library, of the funds and other 
r^perty of the corporation, and of its receipts and expenditures during 
sen year. 

^^ If any debts of the said corporation, lawfully contracted, shall not be 
add out of its funds> when due, the trustees shall be individually liable 
►T such funds, to the creditors in such cases^ and to such extent as they 
"ould be if not incorporated." 

Prom the " Literary World" (September 22, 1849) we take the follow- 
ig description of the building now in progress for the Astor Library. 
^his account was originally published in the New York *^ Journal of 
commerce": 

'• It will be built in the Byzantine style, or rather in the style of the 
Dyal palaces of f^'lorence, and consequently will present a strongly im- 
psing appearance, both in its external and internal structure. Itsdimen- 
idQs will be 120 feet in length by 65 wide, and from the level of the 
Ld^-walk to the upper line ot the parapet its height will be 07 feet; built 
f brown cut stone, and brick; very litde wood will enter into its compo- 
Ltion. We are informed that no building in the United States, of this 
haracter, will be formed to such a large extent of iron. According to 
he estimates, the iron-work will form one of the heaviest expentjitures. 
ts uses, too, will be altogether povel, at least in this country, and inge- 
lious. For instance, the truss beams, supporting the principal weight of 
he roof, will be constructed of cast-iron pipes,^in a parabolic form, on the 
ameplan with the iron bridges in France and otherpartsof Europe, with 
. view to secure lightness and strength. 

'•The library hall, which will occupy the-secdnd floor of the edifice, will 
»e a truly elegant apartment, 100 feet in length by 60 wide in the clear. 
Phe ascent from the front will be by a single line of thirty-eight Italian 
narble steps, decorated on either side at the entrance by a stone sphinx. 
Jpon neariug the summit of these steps the visitor finds himself near the 
«ntre of this immense alcove, surrounded by 14 brick piers, plastered 
ind finished in imitation of Italian marble, and supporting iron galleries 
nidway between the floor and the ceiling. The side walls from 'pit to 
lome' form one continuous shelving of a capacity sufficient for 100,000 
relumes. This is reached by means of the main gallery, in connexion 
vith which are four iron spiral stairways, (one from each corner of the 
iuilding,) and an intervening gallery of a lighter and smaller description, 
ilso connected by its staircases, eight in number, with the main gallery. 
The whole are very ingeniously arranged, and appropriately ornamented 
in a style corresponding with the general architecture of the building. 
At an elevation of 51 feet above the spectator is the principal sky-light — 
54 feet long by 14 broad, and formed of thick glass set in iron. Besides 
this are circular side sky-lights of much smaller dimensions. All need- 
ful ligUt is thus furnished^ in connexion with the windows in the front 
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and rear walls. Free ventilation is a]so had by means of iron tre^ 
inserted in suitable portions of the ceiling. In the extreme rear are 
two librarians' rooms, to which access is had by means of the 
galleries. 

**'rhe first floor will contain the lecture and reading rooms, with 
modations for 500 persons. The latter are located on each side of 
building, and separated from the library' hall stairway at the front 
trance by two corridors leading to the rear vestibule; and from thence to 
lecture room, still further in the xear. The basement contains the 
er's rooms, cellars, coal vaults, hot-air furnaces, &c. The floon 
composed of richly wrought mosaic work, resting on iron beams. 

"'I'he library building in its exterior, especially as seen from the 
will present an appearance at once grand and imposing. The " 
story will be faced with high rustic ashler, projecting six inches, thus i 
parting an extremely bold relief. The window frames are placed neflt ^^ 
the inside line of the wall, forming deep recesses, in order to secure dl^^ 
same effect. These consist primarily of six, occupying the central jm; 
and admitting light to the library hall, placed three above and three ' 
a given point — tne upper connectcjd with the lower by columns supL 
by figures representing the genii of literature. Between these sets of| g 
windows is inscribed *Astor Library, 1849.' The remaining wiada 
are two in number, one on either side of the entrance, and conn 
with the lecture room. 

•. <n'he amount authorized to be expended in the erection of the Imili 
is $75,000, and the contract is made within this sum — of course, exclusi' 
of furniture and shelving. The latter will cost probably $8,000. T 
years it is expected will be required to complete it. The architect is Mti 
Alexander Saeltzer, from Berhn,apupil of the celebrated Schinkel. Tlw 
entire appropriation for the library and building is $400,000, of which 
about one-half is to be funded for the benefit of the library, thus insuriM 
to it a perpetuity such as similar institutions but seldom possess. Thrcw^ 
the efforts of Mr. J. G. Cogswell, in England and on the continent, aboot 
20,000 volumes have been collected, and are now in his keeping at No. |^ 
32 Bond street, where they are accessible to visitors, though the puUio L 
are not generally aware of the fact." r. 

The excellent management of this admirable institution is, we presum^ 
mainly due to the learning, energy, and practical good judgment of the 
librarian, Joseph Green Cogswell, liL. D. At his suggestion an early 
appropriation was made for the purchase of books, at a time when the 
revolutions of Europe offered the best opportunity that has ever occurred 
to buy books cheap. I'he result is seen in the opening, of the library t 
with a superb collection of 20,000 volumes, purchased at probably oi» I 
half, or perhaps one-quarter of the price that they would have commanded ^ 
at other times. 

Library of the New York Historical Society — 17,000 t?o&. — ^This so- 
ciety was founded in 1804: incorporated in lb09. Its library (January 4, 
1849) contained:' 



Printed books and pamphlets 
Bound volumes of newspapers 
MSS., original letters, papers, &c. 
Maps and charts - 
Engravings, several hundred — say 



15,000 
1,395 

15,000 

2,100 

400 
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Medals^ about - - - - - 200 

Coins, about - . . - . 1,400 

Also an extensive collection of Indian relics^ cariosities, &c.; also, a col- 
lection of portraits, busts, &c. 

As nearly all the additions are from donations, it is difficult to ascertain, 
fipom the records-j the yearly average increase. The number added du- 
ring the year 1848, (printed books and pamphlets,) was 1,290. From one 
to two hundred dollars are annually expended for the purchase of books. 
The society has no funds; thelibrsuy is supported by annual subscriptions 
of its members. The society occupies leased rooms in the University of 
the city of New York. A catalogue, prepared by Rev. Timothy Alden, 
and the only one printed, was published in 1813, 139 pp. 8vo, A com- 
^ete catalogue has recently been prepared, and is soon to be put to press. 
The library is open daily from 10 until 2 in the morning, and from 4 to 6 
in the evening, .in summer, and from 7 to 9 in winter. Members 
of the society, and persons introduced by members, are entitled to the 
tee of the books. Books are only to be consulted in the library. The 
Veariy average number of persons consulting the hbrary is estimated at 
five hundred. Jacob B. Moore, Ubrarian. 

Since the above account was written, Mr. J. B. Moore has been appoint- 
ed postmaster in San Francisco, and has left his charge in New York. 
Mis son, George H. Moore, has succeeded him as librarian. The sum of 
^'rty-five thousand dollars has already been obtained for the erection of 
A'suitable building for the meetings of the society, and the preservation of 
Its valuable collections. Of this sum, five thousand dollars were from a 
bequest of Miss Elizabeth Demilt, of New York, received in 1849. Mr. 
James Lenox subscribed five thousand dollars. 

Library of the Union Theological Seminary — 17,000 vols. — The library 
of this institution was founded in 1838. It is sometimes called, by 
courtesy, "The Yan Ess Library," as having been purchased of the Rev. 
Leander Van Ess, of Germany. It contains about 17,000 volumes, mostly 
theological. About 700 volumes were added in 1847 by gift, and others 
occasionally in like manner. The average annual increase cannot be 
stated. The library occupies a hall in the Seminary building, JMo. 9 
Universi^ Place. The room is a parallelogram, about 65 feet in length, 
much broken by windows and badly contrived. The books are arranged 
on the shelves according to size. There is only a MS. catalogue. Th)s 
library is opened each week day, except Saturday, from 10 o'dock a. m. 
to 3 or 4 p. m'. \ closed from the 3d Wediiesday in June to the 3d Wednesday 
in September. Persons entitled to the use of the library are: all connected 
with the seminary, and those who may have permission from a professor. 
The books are lent out. Of the number no estimate can well be made. 
Bev. Edward Robinson, D. D., librarian. 

Columbia CoVese Library — 12,740 vols. — Columbia College received 
its charter in 1754. The library was founded about the year 1757. 
About this time Mr. Joseph Murray ^^bequeathed to the college property 
worth about £8,000, including his library." Rev. Dr. Btistowe, of Lon- 
don, also bequeathed his library of about 1,500 volumes. From these 
sources^ from purchases, from presents by the Earl of Bute and others, 
and from the University of Oxford, the college was in possession of a con- 
siderable library; when, on the 6th of April, 1776^ the treasurer of the 
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college was ordered to prepare it in six days for the reception of 
^*The students were in consequence dispersed, the library and ap 
were deposited in the City Hall or elsewhere, and the college edifice 
converted into a military hospital. Almost all the apparatus, and a i 
proportion of the books belonging to the college, were whoUy.lost tokl 
consequence of this removal; and of the-books recovered, 680 orTOOfj 
so only after about thirty years, when Ihey were found, with as many! 
longing to the New York Society Ubrary, and some belonging to Tub' 
Church, in a room in St. Paul's chapel, where, it seemed, no one buti 
sexton had been aware of their existence, and neither he nor anyl 
else could tell how they had arrived there." [See Moore 'i^ Histoi 
Sketch of Columbia College, page 62.] In 1792 "a large addition tol 
College Library was made by a grant of money obtained from the leg' 
ture. In 1813 the college purchased the library of Professor Kemp. 
18S8 it purchased the library of Professor Moore, who was *empk 
for about a year in making a new arrangement and a catalogue of 
whole library.' " The library contains (1849) 12,740 volumes, ei 
6ive of pamphlets, whicd, if bound, would form about 600 volumes n 
A single Egyptian papyrus, several volumes of engravings, a series of ( 
bronze medals illustrative of the Elgin marbles, end two marbles beaiiii( 
Greek inscriptions, though of litde interest, belong to the library. Ata 
120 volumes have been added annually for the last ten years, and aboi 
$200 expended annually for the purchase of books^. The library rootti 
44 feet by 26; and has, both on its lower floor and gallery, five alcow< 
each side, lighted by as many windows. There is no printed catal(^ 
The library is opened twice a week while the college is in session, ai 
from one to three o'clock p. m. each time. The officers of the colh 
and the students of the three higher classes use the hbrary, and with 
charge. Books are lent out, about six hundred annually. The yea 
average number of persons consulting the library without taking out bo< 
is about one hundred and ten. Lefroy Ravenhill, librarian. 

The Apprentices^ Library — 14,000 vols. — ^The General Society of 1 
chanics and Tradesmen (Nos. 32 and 34 Crosby street) v/as founaedi A. 
1785. The Apprentices' Library, established in 1820 by this socm 
contains about 14,000 volumes, kept for the gratuitous use of the 
prentices of the city. [New York Stale Register, 1845, page 319.] 

Ldbrary of the Theological Institute of the Episcopal Church — 10,' 
vols. — ^The Arnerican Almanac, for 1851), gives tne date of the foundal 
of this institution as 1817, and states the number of volumes in its lil 
ries to be 10,000. 

Library of the New York Hospital^6 flOO vols.— The Societ3r of 
New York Hospital, New York city, was founded m 1770, and incoi 
rated June 13, 1771. The following account of its library is taken fi 
a pamphlet, published in 1846, containing the charter, laws, &c., of 
society, and of the Bloomingdale Asylum, page 68: 

^^Upon the recommendation of the medical feculty of Columbia Colic 
the governors of the hospital, in August, 1796, appropriated the sun 
$500 towards the purchase of a medical library, to which the member 
that faculty contributed books fi:om their private libraries, and part of tl 
fees of public kistruction. A hospital library was thus instituted, wh 
was further augmented by the purchase of the medical library of the 
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r. Romayne, in 1800, and by the accession, in 1805, of the library of a 
•ivate association of physicians, then called ^The Medical Society of New 
ork,' who gave their books on condition that they, and such of their 
>ns as should become practitiohers of medicine in the city of New York, 
lould have free use of the hospital library. In 1805 the governors ap- 
Tipriated the annual sum of $250 for the purchase of books; and other 
rger additions were afterwards made to it, by special purchases and do- 
itions from time to time, amongst which was the valuable botanical li- 
•ary of Dr. Hosack, bought by the hospital. 

*^ For some years past there have been appropriated for the support and 
icrease of this library all the proceeds arising from the sale of tickets to 
udents of medicine, which permit them to see the practice of the hous^, 
► attend the clinical instruction, and to take books from the library. 
*he moneys thus accruing are appropriated to the purchase of medical and 
nentific publications, selected by the library committee, (composed of 
irce governors, one physiciaii, and one surgeon,) to the payment of the 
brarian's salary, binding, and other contingencies. 

" The annual average expenditures and receipts on account of the pur- 
chase of books, are now from $500 to $800. 

'^ The lihrary now consists of more than 5,000 volumes, confined en- 
irely to medicine and surgery, and those collateral branches of science 
[as chemistry, bcTtany, vfcc.) specially connected with the healing art. It 
8 believed to be as useful and complete in this department as a library 
an be made in that number of volumes, and contains many of the most 
plendid and costly works on anatomy and natural history. During the 
1st year the governors have fitted up, in the large hospital building, two 
Micious apartments, one above the other, communicating by a- central 
Mral staircase, and deposited the library in them, the lower room being 
sed as a reading and consultation chamber." 

Books may be lent free of charge to the present or former governors^ 
lysicians, surgeons, apothecaries, and other officers of the hospital; to all 
jnors of books (approved by the library committee,) or money to the 
nount of $25; and to other persons on the payment of $5 a year. 

A catalogue of the books (194 pages 8vo.) was published in 1846. It 

very well prepared. It is alphabetical, with an alphabetical and analyt- 
al index. The present librarian is John L. Vandervoort. 

lAhrai-y of the American Institute — 6,000 t?o&. — **The American Insti- 
ite of the city of New York was organized January, 1828; incorporated 
jiy 2, 1829; for the purpose of encouraging and promoting domestic itl- 
istry. Tlie library contains about 6,000 volumes, mostly works of re- 
rence for the mechanic, the manufacturer, thie farmer, and the statesman. 

is open, free of expense to all strangers and is conducted on more 
>eral principles than any other library in ourcoiintry." [New York State 
egister, 1845, page 320.] 

LAbrary of the New York Law Institute — 4424 vols, — The New York 
aw Institute was incorporated February 22, 1830. Its library, com- 
>sed almost exclusively of law books, contains (1850) 4,424 volumes. 
8 average increase is about 225 volumes a year. Prom the commence* 
ent of the institution to 1850, the sum of $21,894 had been expended 
r books, making a yearly average of $1,094 70. The annual income, 
irying from $1,200 to $l,5iM), is derived from charges for membership, 
;80 for each member.) 
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The corporation of the city at present furnishes two rooms in the CSy l^or 
Hall for the accommodation of the institute. The one used for the lii»il|l 
is 60 feet by 56. The conversation room is 18 by 33. 

A catalogue was published in 1842, containing 120 pages 8to. Thp ^^ 
catalogue, prepared by Lewis H. Sanford, contains also '*a chronoloM|| pty 
list of contemporary English reporters." The library is open daily m vit 
8A o'clock a m. to 6 p. m. Only those members of the New Yoik hk wm 
<rno 



who belong to the institute are entitled to the use of the books; but thoa 
who do not practise law in the city, Kings county, or Jersey City, U)P j*®^ 
strangers generally, are permitted to use the library free of charse. Sth '* ' 
book is allowed to be taken out of the library except to be used ia W^* , 
different courts in the City Hall. The present librarian is H. S, DodgijU^ 
64 Wall street. 1 ^ 

Libraries of the University of the city of New Torifc— 4,000 vols. — TUir.* 
institution was founded in 1831. F? 

In the American Almanac for 1850 the number of volumes is stated vir 
above. In the report of the regents of the New York University, for 1856jl*^ 
the value of the library of the university is stated to be $7,000. I ^ 

The Library of the Mecltanics^ Institute — 3,000 vols. — The Mechaniei* I ^ 
Institute of New York, 105 Bowery, New York city, was founded inthflU 
winter of 1 830~'31 , and incorporated April 24, 1833. The library contaiai I j 
at present about 3,000 volumes. The funds of the institute are derived Ic 
from assessments of members, school-fairs, exhibitions, lectures^ &c. IIk 
catalogue of the library was printed in 1835, containing 26 pages 12iiH^;|i 
and another in 1844, of 64 pages 8vo. The library is open daily, Siu^n 
days excepted. Members only are entitled to the use of it; others may ben 
admitted by courtesy. The books are lent out, with the exception of laigfi K 
and valuable works. Edward Henry, actuary and librarian. Il 

^^ This institution was founded for the purpose of promoting thegenenl 
diffusion of usefiil knowledge among the mechanical classes by means of 
lectures on natural and mechanical philosophy and other scientific sub- 
jects; by founding a library and miU'eum; by forming classes for mutual 
improvement^ holding cofiversationcU 7neetingSy debates, and discussio*^ 
for the benefit of its members; by having from time to time public exU- 
bitions for the promotion of excellence in the mechanical arts; and by es* 
tablishing schools for educating on the most approved principles, as weD 
.^LS on the most reasonable terms, the apprentices and children of its niem- 
bers. During the brief space of time this institution has existed, all and 
even more has been accomplished than its deserving founders could rea- 
sonably have expected. 

" Connected with the library is a reading-room, amply supplied with 
the most popular and scientific American and foreign periodicsus. 

" The terms on which persons may become members, and with theii 
families enjoy all the privileges of the library, reading- room, lecturesj 
meetings, debates, classes, exhibitions, school, &c., are: initiation fee, 
$1, and a yearly payment of $2. Life membership $25." 

Printers* Heading-Room and Library — 2,500 vols. — The New York 
Typographical. Society was instituted in 1809, for the purpose of affording 
relief to mdigent and distressed members and their families, and to other 
proper objects of charity. In 1818 the society was incorporated; re-char- 
tered in 1832 for fifteen years; and in 1847 incorporated under the ^nenJ 
law of the State, enactea in 1648. The members commenced making do- 
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lions of books to establish a library In 1823; contributions have been 
s^e from time to time^ and at present the library mimbers about 2,500 
lumes, comprising m^ny valuable works in nearly every department of 
STature. The increased interest manifested in the society during the 
St year has extended to the library. Many valuable donations of lK)oks 
*ve been received from publishers and others, and the society has beea 
oouraged to procure a suitable room for the library and reading room, as 
^U as for social intercourse. The success of this commendable project 
ems now to be fully assured. [See address of l^ter C. Baker, printed 
' " l^roceedings at the Printers' Banquet^ January 17, 1850:'' ^8vo: 
ew York. The rooms obtained for library and Teading room are at 300 
roadway. Address C. C. Savage, 13 Chambers street.] 
Library of the Dyceumof Natural History — 1 ,653 vols. — The Lyceum 
f Natural History, in the city of New York, was founded in 1818. The 
brary contains 1,653 volumes, consisting chiefly of works on natural 
istory, voyages, travels, &c., containing natural history, and the trans- 
itions of kindred societies. The lyceum has, also, extensive collections 
L mineralogy, geology, fossils, conchology, ichthyology, entomology, 
nphibia, reptiles, radiata, corals, botany, and small collections of birds 
la quadrupeds. Very few books have been purchased. Nearly all are 
^nations from individuals, or have been received from societies in ex- 
lange for the publications of the lyceum. The rooms occupied by the 
ciety consist of three large apartments on the 2d foor of the large fire- 
oof building, No. 659 Broadway, and known as the medical department of 
e University of the city of New York. The premises are^ leased, by the 
ceum, of the Medical Faculty for the term of ten years. A catalogue of 
e books was printed in 1625, 8vo.; another in 1830, 72 pp. 8vo. A 
!W one has been prepared, and will shortly be printed. The library is 
en every Monday evening, during the meeting of the society. Mem- 
X8. have access at any time, on application to the librarian. Book3 are 
3t out to members Persons'of standing in science, residing at adis- 
ace, have, by special vote of the society, been allowed to take out any 
3rk from the library. This is seldom <lon€. Any pei*son not a mem- 
r, wishing to consult the books, can do so on application to the librarian, 
jbert H. Brownne, 39 Crosby street, librarian. 

The American and Forcig^a Bible Society possesses a library, "which, 
cording to the Baptist Almanac for 1850, contains 1,576 volumes. 
The College of P/iysicians and Swgcons in the city rf New York pos- 
sses a library of 1,200 volumes, valued at $1,500. [Regents' report, 
30.] ' 

Tlie American Ethnological Society^ New York city. — The object of 
B society, thus far, Jias been the preparation and 'publication of original 
3moirs on ethnology. A few hundred pamphlets and books have been 
3sented, a list of which is prefixed to the 2d volume of its transactions, 
is intended to form a cabinet at an early day. John Russell Bartlett, 
2retary. 

Free Academy of New York City, — This establishment has but recently 
ramenced operations. Preparations for a library are making, which, it 
hoped, may be realized at no distant day. Horace Webster, president. 

Mis-— 7 
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POUGHKEEPSie. 

Library of the lyyceum of Literoturcy Science^ and Mechanic Arts.-^ 
Pounded April 6, 183S. Contains abont 650 volumes, of which 296 are 
periodicals and pamphlets; a small collection of manuscripts, mapsj 
charts, engravings; large collections of minerals and natural curiosities. 
Increases at the rate of about 100 volumes annually. A catalogue iii 
12mo. was printed in 1845. Open daily from 1 to 8 p. m., Sundays 
excepted. 

Tiie Library of the Lyceum is free to members and their families, to 
whom books are lent out. The lyceum furnishes the public, gratuitously^ 
with a course of weekly lectures, from distinguished men, during the 
winter. This has been kept up for several years. J. J. Underhill, R. C. 
Southwick, Swan, committee. . • 

The Public lAbrary occupies the rooms of the lyceum, and contains 
over 3,000 volumes. 

ROCHESTER. 

Alhenmum Library — 5,050 vols, — Founded in 1832. The library coir- 
tains 5,050 volumes, 18 maps, and a small collection of minerals. A 
public building has been erected, one half of which is occupied by the 
athenasum, and the other by the " Library of the Court of Appeals.'* 
Above is a splendid hall for lectures, fe2 feet by 70, and 27 feet high, 
called ^* Corinthian Hall." The library rooms are 80 feet long, 34 feet 
wide, and 15 feet high. , 

A catalogue was printed in 1847, (40 pages 8vo.;) another is in press. 
The library is open every day (Sundays excepted) from 8 o'clock a. m. 
to 9^ p. m. Any person, by paying one dollar per annum, can become a 
member of the association. Two books can be taken out on one namei 
and they are usually kept out trom two to four days. About 2,000 per 
week are thus lent. L. R. P. Stockton, librarian. 

Library of the Court of Appeals-- Coii\.w\s 3,400 volumes of law an^ 
miscellaneous books, a part of the old Chancellor's Library of the State Cff 
New York. 

This is the proper place to notice a publication of great value to the 
bar of this city, and which deserves to be imitated jn other places. It is 
*^A catalogue of law books in the different libraries in Rochester on the 
3lst August, 1847, with references to the several owners of each, by 
William F. Liddle. 8vo., 6o pages: Rochester, 1847." This catalogue 
contains the law-books in 6/i private libraries, besides those in the public 
library. The catalogue is alphabetical, and under each title all the.^ 
attorneys owning the books an3 referred to by means of numbers. An' 
index of subjects is appended to the catalogue. 

SCHENECTADY. 

Union College Libraries — 1 4,526 27o&. — ^The college library was found- 
ed (with the college) in 1795, and contains 7,776 volumes. The yeftrly 
average number of volumes added to the library for the last ten years is 
468. The annual expediture for books .during the same period is $400 39. 
An imperfect catalogue, intended merely for present use while the librarian 
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is preparing one more perfect, was printed in 1846, (80 pages 12mo.) The 
new catalogue is nearly completed. The library is opened twice a week, 
one hour each time. Officers, students, and resident graduates are enti- 
tled to the use of the library. About 2,110 volumes are lent out annually. 
Jonathan Pearson, librarian. 

The societies of under graduates possess 6,750 volumes. 

JAbrary tf Che Young Men^s Association— -3^200 vols, 

SOMERS' 

JPnblic £riirary— 210 vols. 

TROY. 

Library of the Youn^ Men^s Association — 4,000 vols. — This associa- 
tion was founded in 1835. The Hbrary contains 4,000 volumes, 18 mips,' 
and 40 engravings. The yearly average increase is about ISO volumes; thel 
average expenditure about .$100 per annum. There is a small fund of 
$1,800, raised by the sale of life-membership tickets, the interest of which 
►es into the contingent fund for general expenses. The library room is 
16 feet by 18, newspaper room 40 by ^^0, and one room 36 by 18, contain- 
ing 200 volumes of newspapers bound. A catalogue (32 pages 8vo.) was 
printed in 1845. The library is open for tHe delivery of books from 11 
to 1 o'clock, and from 7 to 9 in the evening, of every week-day. Ail 
members of the association are entitled to free access to the library, at all 
hours of the day, by an annual payment of $2. Clergymen of all denom- 
inations are honorary members, and entitled to all the benefits of the as- 
sociation. Books are lent out to members of the association — about 14,000 
annually. About 3,000 persons consult the library annually without taking 
away books. 

77ic Lyceum oj Natural History possesses a library, besides a valuable 
cabinet. 

UTICA. 

LfArary bf the Young Men^s Association — 2,200 vols. 

WEST POINT. 

- Library of the United States Military Academy — 15,000 vols, — This 
library was founded in 1812, and contains (January 1, 1849) about 16,000 
volumes, exclusive of pamphlets. 
It has, of manuscripts, 4 volumes, 
maps and charts, 100. 
music, 4 volumes. 
' engravings, 55 volumes, 
busts, 4. 
liaintings, (portraits) 10. 
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Additions to the library since 1838: 
In 1838, 250 volumes. In 1843, 171 volumes 



is 



n 






1844, 50 

1845, 130 

1846, 25 

1847, 50 
Average expenditure, for the last 



it 



1839, 602 

1840, 159 

1841, 377 

1842, 108 
Average, 192 volumes per annum. 

ten years, $838 43. There is no permanent fund for the increase of the 
library. There is usually an appropriation made by Congress of $1,000 
annually for the library, but for the years 1846, 1847, and 1848, no such 
appropriation was made. The sum of $1,500, however, was given for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1849. 

The library occupies one wing of a gneiss building, of the Eliza- 
bethan style of Gothic architecture, erected in 1840 and 1841 . The re- * 
maining portion of the building contains four public offices and roonas for 
philosophical apparatus; the east tower bearing a transit iustrumeut, the 
middle one an equatorial telescope, and the west one a mural circle- The 
cost of the entire building was $50,216 86. The library -room is 46 feet 
square, with a gallery and two tiers of cases. Height of room 31 feet. 

The books are arranged upon the shelves according to subjects — alphar " 
helically under subjects. There are two printed catalogues— the first j 
August, 1822, 22 pp. 8vo.; the second, 1S30, 132 pp. Svo.j and one in 
manuscript, nearly complete, will probably be printed soon. ■ The library • 
is open daily, Sundays excepted, between 8 and 12 a. m^, and between 
1 p. m. and sunset. Only members of the institution and officers resi- ; 
ding at the p)st are entitled to the use* of the books. Cadets may draw " 
books on Saturday, to be returned on the ensuing Monday — at other " 
times by special permission, of the superintendent in writing. Officers 
can draw four volumesr- professors, eight volumes — for a period not exceed- 
ing two months. The annual number drawn is on an average l,td70- " 
The yearly average number of persons consulting the library without 
taking out books is between 6,000 and 7,000, exclusive of strangers, of 
whom there are a good many who visit the library during the summer. 

The officers are a librarian, a member of the academic stafi"; and an 
assistant librarian, a private soldier. The office of librarian is at pres- 
ent (January, 1849) vacant. Andre Freis is the assistant librarian. 

ACADEMY LIBRAmES, (157 IN NUMBER) 66,442 V0T,S. 

The annual reports of the Regents of the University of the State of New 
York enable us to give (what we would gladly be able to furnish with 
respect to the other States of the Union) an exact list of the academy 
libraries, with the number of volumes contained in each. 

The volumes in the libraries for the last three vears number as follows: 



No. of academics. 

In 1848, 153 academies reported . . 

In lg49, 154. .. .do. .... .do 

In 1850, 157. . ..do do 




Average number. 



414 
424 
423 
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IfcllowinglisT of academies, with the ntirtiber of volumes in the 
Bjc library, and the value of the library, is taken from the (J3d annual 
pf thefegeuts, made to the legislaliire March 1, 185U: 



y at l<ittle Palls 

Academy 

Academy 

Female Academy 

Female Seminary 

Academy 

'icademy 

Seminary 

cademy 

am FemaJe Seminary 

Academy 

Academy 

Female Seminary 

, Academy 

Academy ■. 

Binary 

Won Academy 

■tt CollegisCe Institute 

^ Aicademy 

n Female Academy 

Ige Washington Academy . 

»igua Academy 

larie Academy 

Academy 

jllegiate Seminary 

Academy 

iin Academy 

Valley Academy 

Academy 

jk Academy 

Academy 

Grammar School 

Liberal Institute 

Itreet Seminary 

i Academy- .' 

iville Academy 

tie Academy 

re Academy 

re Literary Institute 

tar Institute 

County Academy 

'' Aeademy* •■.*-.-••- 



No. of volameB 


Value of lihrary. 


iiilhesMdemic 




library. 




3S4 


S329 (10 


166 


168 00 


797 


1,645 00 


1,066 


958 00 


707 


9(10 00 


36S 


397 00 


451 


398 eo 


1,837 


1,698 OO 


270 


280 00 


397 


390 00 


126 


194 00 


181 


164 00 


112 


133 00 


lo3 


301 00 


615 


566 00 


130 


1,59 00 


687 


650 Ifl 


185 


198 Ot) 


141 


136 00 


1,660 


1,320 00 


306 


498 00 


628 


400 110 


189 


277 00 


125 


180 00 


307 


374 110 


323 


396 00 


237 


272 00 


129 


211 00 


170 


• 217 00 


346 


221 00 


345 


232 00 


340 


250 00 


1,177 


1,000 00 


325 


226 00 


1,080 


1,100 00 


474 


461 00 


313 


1.50 00 


771 


1,026 00 


665 


620 00 


242 


345 00 


276 


190 (10 


361 


- aifi m 



I 

I 

I 
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LIST or ACADEMIES-Continne*. 



Names oracBileinJ 



No. of tolun 
inlbeticadBniic 



Elmira Academy 

Erasmus Hall Academy 

Fairfield Academy 

Falley Seminary 

Farmer's Hall Academy , 

Fayetteville Academy 

Port Covington Academy ■.'...■ 

Franklin Academy, (Malone) '. . 

Franlilin Academy, (PratEsburgli) . . 

Ffedonia Academy 

Friendship Academy . 

Gal way Academy 

Genesee Wesleyan Seminary . .. ... . 

Genesee and Wyoming.Seminary 

Geneseo Academy 

Genoa Academy 

. GilbertsvilleAcademy and Coliegiatelnatitute 

Glens Falls Academy 

Goiiverneur Wesleyan Seminary 

Grammar Sciiool of Columbia College .... 

Grammar School Univ. City of New York. 

Granville Academy 

Greenbush and Schodack Academy.. ..... 

'Greenville Academy 

Gioton Academy 

Hamilton Academy •..-.■.- 

Hartwick Seminary, 

Hobart Hall Institute 

flnbbardsville Academy 

Hudson Academy 

Ithaca Academy 

Jamestown Academy 

Jetferson Academy 

Jefferson County Institute. 

Johnstown Academy 

Jordan Academy 

Keeseviile Academy 

Kinderhook Academy ■. , 

Kingsboro' Academy 

Kingston Academy ; 

Lansinghurgh Academy 

Le Roy Female Seminary 

Liberty Normal Institute 

Lowvitle Academy 



348 
2,1165 
401 
W2 
3T9 
223 
lilO 
173 

iVisa ■ 

l,4ri 

ur 

91)' 
1,677 
418 
■ ■ 777 
133 
320 
258 
376 



165 
29S 
S05 
■ 854 
6S8 
97 
151 
444 
250 
197 
972 
187 
203 
218 
540 
154 
534 
441 
581 
129 



S2S8 no 

496 CO' 

840 otr 

190 (' 

182 i:_ 

235 0* 
161 1* 
213 OU 
419 DO 
620 M 
11)8 M 
317 * 
1, 460(«( 
425 l» 
300(11 
202'l» 
401 00 
263 Oli 
400 00 
302 00 

"'mi» 

(50 DO 
180 00 
334 00 

sen 00 

1,155 00 
469 011 
153 00 
189 00 
434 UO 
203 on 
•166 00 
023 m 
ISO 00 
300 09 
281 0» 
OOO Ot 

211 r 

.m^ 

670 
673 1 
161 C. 
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No. of Tdlunua 
in theacademic 



cadcmy 

:ademy 

cademy 

ideniy , 

' Aratlemy 

:ademy 

adcmy 

■y Acadeaiy 

stittue 

asant Academy 

idemy 

1 Academy 

Academy 

Academy; 

Free Academy .... 

m Academy 

cadcmy 

iiary Institute 

gh Academy 

ufcrcnce Seminary . 

Academy 

male Seminary 

amy 

idemy. 

idemy 

icademy 

ion Seminary 

1 Academy 



lemy-. 



isie Female Academy. . 
Academy 

Union Academy 

Instiliite 

ville Academy 

Academy 

!my 

Collegiate Institute. . . . 

Female Academy 

Icniy 

imalo Institute 

r Institute 

ice Academy 

Academy , . 

Lcademy 



129 
364 
171 
4t« 
736 
193 
144 
398 

an 

1,320 
314 
201 
414 
237 
not stated. 

. 263 
658 
191 
312 

1,381 
604 
659 
428 
219 

i,2l9 



351 
213 
201 
168 
407 
197 
3S6 
141 
2S4 
170 
133 
2,303 

96 
649 
242 

83 



8163 00 

273 00 

162 00 

' 640 00 

7^ 00 

180 01) 
169 OO 
160 00 
409 00 

1,020 00 
308 «) 

176 00 
370 00 
282 00 
369 00 
624 00 
456 00 
192 00 
393 00 

1,328 00 
466 00 
478 00 
330 00 
231 00 
922 08 
207 00 
416 00 
215 00 
374 00 
186 (10 
160 00 
206 00 

1,035 00 

169 00 
292 00 
224 00 
328 00 

170 no 

177 00 
2,141 no 

125 00 
428 00 

181 00 

171 00 
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LIST OP AGADEMIES-iContinued, 



Names of academies. 



Schenectady Lyceum.aud Academy. 

Schoharie Academy 

Schiiylerville Acttdemy 

Seneca Falls Academy 

Sewatd Female Seminary. . ....... 

Sherburne Union Academy 

Spencertown Academy 

Springville Academy 

S. S. Seward Institute 

Starkey Seminary. 

Stillwater Seminary 

Troy Academy... 

Ttoy Female Seminary 

Union Hall Academy. .. .......... 

Union Literary Society 

Union Village Academy .•. 

Utica Academy 

Utioa Female Academy 

Vernon Academy -. . 

Wallkill Academy .-. . . 

Walworth Academy 

Washington Academy 

Westfield Academy. 

Whitehall Academy. .............. 

Whitesboro' Academy ,:. . . 

Whitestown Seminary... »^ 

Wilson Collegiate Institute ... .•..•.•. 

Windsor Academy 

Yates Academy ►.. ....... 



No. of Tolnmi s 
in the academic 
library. 



Totals 



32.T 
219 
16(» 
345 
358 
514 
213 
127 

82 
860 
304 
338 
909 
464 
132 
432 
185 

76 
374 
318 
114 
359 
■424 
•180 
163 
821 
671 
181 
329 



66,442 



Value of library. 



$590 00 
273(10 
173 «) 
438 00 
401 00 
52100 
159 CD 
ISDdO 
150 00 
^9 00 
361 00 
SCO 00 

1,379 00 
6&4 06 
f2t 00 
33!r 00 

i^od 

164' 00 
320 Cd 
330(0 
16410 
960M 
478 09 
16100 
100 00 

880 €ii 

627 01) 
189 M 
324 06 



69,861 



SCHOOL DISTRICT UBRARIES, (8>070 tN liVU^^R) — ^1,338,848 VOVOktB, 



" The number of volumes in the school district librslries was, in 1844, 
1,145,250; in 1845, 1,203,139; in 1846, 1,310>986; and in 184T, 1,338, 

" Selections for the district libraries afe made from the whole ranpe ol 
literature and science, with the exception of controversial books, political! 
or religious. History, biography, poetry; philosophy, mental, moial and 
natural; fiction — ^indeed every department of human knowledge contri- 
butes its share to the district school library.. The object lOf this RTiMtj 
charity was not merely to furnish books for. children, but to establicth iH | 
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all the school districts a miscellaneous library suited to the tasted and 
diaraeters of every age." 

" By means of this diffusive benevolence, the light of knowledge pene- 

.trates every portion of the State, and the sons of our farmers, merchants^ 

mechanics, and laborers have daily access to many well-selected books^ 

of which, but for this sagacious policy of our State, a majority of them 

would have never heard. If knowledge is power, who can calculate the 

energy imparted to the people of this State by the district school and dis- 

"Irict library?" [See Annual Report of the Superintendent of Common 

'Schools, January 2, 1849.] \ » 

' <* In 1835 the districts were, by act of legislature, authorized to tax 

'themselves $20 each the first year, and $10 each year afterwards, for the 

.establishment of a library. But few districts availed themselves of this 

'privilege. In 1838 it ijiras made imperative upon each district, the State 

'iMiying half of the sum." These libraries are "not so much for the 

Deuefit of children attending school as for those who have completed their 

common-school education. Its main design was to throw into school 

districts, and to place within the reach of all their inhabitants^ a collection 

p/good works on subjects calculated to enlarge their understandings, and 

ktore their minds with useful knowledge." [Report, 1836.] 

NEW JERSEY. 

BURLINGTOW. 

t 

College Library — 1,000 va&.— Founded A. D. 1846; contains about 
.1,000 volumes, 3 MSS., 2^ maps and charts, a good collection of sacred 
tnusic,,and several hundred coins. No catalogue has been printed. The 
library is open daily from 3 to 4 p. m. Books are freely lent, mostly to 
students, to be returned in a week. The college is yet in its infancy, 
Jmd of course no annual average of expenditure or use can be stated. 
Rev. A. Frost, librarian. 

NEWARK. 

lAbrary of the Neio Jersef/ Historical Society — 826 vols.— The society 
was instituted in 1845. The library was definitely located in Newark in ' 
Ihe year 1846. It contains 826 volumes, 410 pamphlets, 760 manu- 
•cripts, 20 maps, 2 portraits, and several engravmgs. The larger por- 
tion of the collection has been presented. About $160 per annum have 
been appropriated to the purchase of books and MSS, The society occu- 
pies'aroomin a building erected by the Newark Library Association. 
The room is 48 feet by 18, and 12J high. No catalogue of its collections 
has been printed. There is no specified time for the opening of the 
library. Members have access on application to the librarian. The books 
.'are not lent out. Samuel H. Pennington, librarian. 

The Library In^titutioji — 3,000 vols, — This institution was chartered 
by the State in 184-. The hbrary contained in 1849 3,000 volumes, 
open to the public on the most liberal terms. A handsome building has 
been erected expressly for the institution. W. A. Whitehead, secretary^ 
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NEW BRUNSWICK. n 



« , 



Rutgers College Library — 8,000 vols. — ^Rutgers College was founded 
in 177Q. The library was commenced about the year 1807, and ccntaiiuj 
(January, 1849) not far from 8,000 volumes. It iuereases at the rateo^] 
about 150 volumes per annum. 

Persons entitled to use the library are: officers of the institution,'! 
gratuitously; students of the collegjB, and of the theological school, by,' 
paying one dollar per annum. None except professors and students are 
allowed to take books from the library. The number that consult the 
library without taking bocks is very limited. Professor C. K. Van 
Bemondt, librarian. 

ORANGE. 

. Lyceum Library — 1,000 vols, 

« 

PRINCETON. 

Libraries of ilie College of New Jersey — ^16,000 vols. — The College of 
New Jersey was founded in 1746. The college library was commenced 
as early as 1755, but was entirely consumed in 1801 by the fire which 
destroyed the college building. The present library (August, 1849) con- 
tains 9,000 volumes, and upwards. It has a collection of maps, and also 
a small one of medals and coins, and has lately received more than 8,000, 
sulphurets — fac-suniles of ancient Roman and other coins. For some 
years past about $400 per annum have been expended for 'the pur- 
chase of books. The library is kept in a room 66 feet by 33, and is ar- 
ranged according to subjects. There is no printed catalogue, except 
one printed in 1760, in 12mo. The library is open twice a week — one 
hour each time. Persons entitled to the use of the library are, the in- 
structors and students of the college and theological seminary, and resi- 
dent graduates. Books are lent out, and occasionally to persons at a dis- 
tance. Professor G. M. Giger, librarian. 

. Inhere are connected with the college two literary societies possessing 
libraries — namely: the American Whig Society has 3,500 volumes; the 
Cliosophic Society 3,500 volumes. Each of these societies has a hand- 
some building, erected exclusively for its purposes by its members. Both 
are conducted with much spirit. 

Library df the Theologval Seminary — 9,000 vols. — This institution 
went into operation in the year 1812, with a small number of books* 
The present number of volumes may be from 8,000 to 10,000, mostly 
theological, including all the Polyglots and most of the Fathers, besides 
a very valuable collection of about 1,000 volumes of bound pamphlets, 
collected mostly by one individual. It is a very choice and valuable 
library. Most of the books have been presented; there is, therefore, no 
uniformity in the number of books added yearly. No certain sum is de- 
voted annually to the purchase of books. The average annual expendi- 
ture would not exceed $200. On one occasion a private library was pur- 
chased for about one thousand dollars. 

A beautiful Gothic building, SO feet by 50, of brown stone, has been 
erected by the liberality of a single individual. The floors are of marble. 
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"Ihe roof is slated. The whole, except the vestibule, .is in pne room, 
Esrith a gallery. There are alcoves on the two sides of the room, 
r- The arrangement of the books is partly by subjects, but not uniformly. 
^he library is open twice a week for taking out books; and every day, 
Sunday excepted, for consultation. The professors and students of the 

r«minary and of New Jersey College are entitled to the use of the 
ibrary. The institution is connected with the Presbyterian denomina- 
tton. Rev. A. Alexander, S. T. D., librarian. 

TRENTON. 

, SicUe Library — 5,000 270&.— This library was ^organized in 1824, and 
contains 5,000 volumes. Ii has one volume, of about 600 pages, of letters 
in manuscript, most of them from men who served their country in 
the Revolution — a number of General Washington's. 

There is an annual appropriation of $250 for the purchase of books. 
The library occupies an apartment in the Stale House. Two cat- 
alogues have been printed — the first in 1838, 36 pages 8vo.; the second 
in 1847, 37 pages 8vo. The library is open daily during the ses- 
sions of the legislature and the State courts, and also of the United States 
courts which sit at Trenton. The persons entitled to the use of the 
books are, officers of the executive department, members of the legisla- 
ture, and iiHibers of the New Jersey bar. William D. Hart, State 
librarian. 

.' Philomathean LibrarySOO vols, — The Philomathean Society of Tren- 
ton Academy has begun to collect a library, by the voluntary contribu- 
tions of its members and others. About 300 volumes have already been 
received. 

* PENNSYLVANIA. 

ALLEGHATS'Y CITY. 

• 

lAbrary of the Western Theological Seminary of the Presbyterian 
Church — 5,00(1 vols. — The library was founded in 1827, when the insti- 
tution commenced its operations, and contains (January, 1849)6,000 vol- 
umes. The increase during the last ten years has been small. A legacy 
has been left, to be permanently invested and applied to the increase of 
the library. It will probably yield about $90 or $100 per annum, audi 
"wrill soon be available. 

The library is in one of the wings of the seminary edifice, on the third 
atory." The base of the library is a floor projecting some six f(^t from the 
wall, with a railing on its margin. The centre is open from the floor of 
tlio second story. It was designed, in the construction of the building, 
for a library-room. Its material is brick, and its dimensions are 50 by 
30 feet; height, 1 1 feet from the floor, and 23 or 24 feet from the floor of 
the second story in the centre. * 

The books are arranged upon the shelves according to size. Afound the 
ceiling, above the shelves, is a broad border, on which the letters of the 
alphabet are printed — one above each tier of shelves. On the margin of 
each shelf, small lettersare placed in alphabetical order. On the back of 
each book is inscribed its Bumi>er on its appropriate shelf. On the inside 
of the cover is this same number, together with the large and small letters^ 
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and the whole iw'mher as it advances, idth the namB of the instita' 
In the catalogue the books are arranged according to subjects; each 
under its appropriate division, having the number and letters re&rring 
its tier and shelf. Thus, by a reference from the catalogue, every ' 
may readily be found, and, by the marks on the book, may quickly 
returned to its place. The whole number is of no further use iu the " 
tlian to indicate the number of books in the library There is asyet 
printed catalogue, but a good one in manuscript. 

The library is opened, statedly, on«e a week, and kept open one boi 
each time. The professors, and students only are entitled to it^ use. 
courtesy the use may be allowed to others. The faculty have the su 
vision of the library: they appoint one of the students annually to atten 
the duties of librarian. Rev. David Elliott, D. D., senior professor. 

CANONSBUKG. 

Jefferson College Libraries — 10,000 vols. — The catalogue of the coll^ 
for 1848 contains the following statement with reference to the libraritt: 

" The college library is not large, but contains a considerable number 
of rare and valuable books. Important additions have recently been madt 
to it, and efficient measures taken for its enlargement. 

'* The literary societies are in a flourishingcoridition, igd are proba- 
bly unsurpassed by any similar associations. They are oriBnents to tin 
college, and valuable auxiliaries in the mental training of the students; 
Their halls are commodious and handsomely furnished, and their librariei 
extensive and well selected.*' 

This college was founded in 1802, and* the number of volumes in the 
three libraries is given in the American Almanac for 1850 as 10,000. 

7%e Theological Seminary at Canonshurg — 2,000 vols — This seminary 
went into operation in 1831, and was incorporated in 1833. It is under 
the direction of the associated Presbyterian church. .The library is said | 
to contain 2,000 volumes. 

1 

CARLISLE. j 

Dickinson College Libraries — 14^650 vols. — ^The college library was 
founded with the college in 1782, tad contains 5,050 volumes. For Ih8 , 
last ten years the average ' increase has been 120 volumes per annum; . 
the expenditure for books, $100 per annum. 

The books ^are arranged according to subjects, following the system of 
Brunet. The library is open once a week for an hour, and is free to all 
connected with the college. There is no printed c&talogue, J. U. Mar* 
8hall, librarian. 

There are two societies of students possessing valuable libraries, namely: 
. the Belles-Lettres Society, 6,000 volumes ; the Union Philosophical So- 
ciety, 4,600 voluijies. 

OHEBTBR. 

Athenaum lAbrary-, — 1;000 vols* 
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w/elle College Libranes — 5,402 W«.^Tho college library, begun 
B3, coDlains (Junuary, 1849) only about, 4U2 volume,s. The libra- 

' B literary societies (the Franklin and ) are larger and val- 

Icontaintng together about 5,000 voltimcs. The college was founded 
TS. Professor J. N. Coffin, librarian. ' 

tEaattm Library — 3,751 voU. — ^This library was founded in 1811. 
" IB, (1850,) besides .3,751 volumes of printed books, a small num- 
rmanuscripts, maps, engravings, and coina. It increases slowly 
Bie proceeds of a semi annual tax upon the proprielors, amounting * 
nt 75 dollars a year. A brick building, 611 feet by 35, forming one _ 
B7 feet high, was erected for the library in 1811. The Hbrary is 'J 
PTuesdays and Saturdays from 3 to 5 o'clock. About 1,5U0 books 
Bt out each year, <'eier Baldy, librarian. 



\^Trvui2: LUarary Ins'ititle w^s- formed July 4, 1S39, and incor- 
i in 1W47. The hbrary coutaius 1,015 vohimes. The funds are \ 
ty a. semi annual assessmeut of members and ihe loan of boolts. ^ 
ponnt will average $50 per annum. VoUllilary subscriptions are 
jnally rq(^ for the library. The institute occupies Iwo rooms in \ 
mrt houaiB— a large hall for weekly meetings, and a private room for -i 
'ply. A catalogue (10 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 184g. The library j 
|., every Saturday, from 6 to 9 o'clook p, m. The members of the I 
fe, and subscribers at $2 per annum, have free access to ihe books. 
Bistttute maintains a course of free lectures every winter. They | 
leen well attended. Lucian Rusti secretary. 

FALUSIMGTOff, BUCKS COUNTV. 

'Hie Falbingtmi TAbrary Company was founded and incorporated in ' 
i. The 1st article of ils constitution provides, tlial "no book or 
;s shall ever be introduced into this library which shall have been, J 
'•--II wiili an intention to discredit the Christian religion, or bring into j 
pute any society or deuomijialion thereofi" Each meiflher pays ihe 
I 'f $5 entrance fee,, and an annual assessment of SI- The pre.>^ent J 
.'jHr of sharelmlders is 45. Number of volumes in the library, l.fiSO./J 
expended for books annually, Si25. fSea constitniion of the F. I.. 
"' 'no., Doylestown, 1S36; ana c 
I pp. 13mo., Newtown, 1841.] 



\2 pp.Mtimo., Doylestown, 1S36; anacatalogue of bpoks belonging \ 
: F.L.,3I t -^ "■ -"■■- ■ 



Ik 



GETTY SnURCl. 



OilLege Libra/ ies — (i,3T3 vols. — The college library -' 
leiiced with the college in 1832, and contains (in. ISiO) l,7T3vql. 1 
, about 50 medals, and 101) or 500 coins. About 100 volunies. aje ] 
I annually. About SO to 100 dollars are expended yearly for books, 
library occupies a room iu the college edifice 42 feet by 22. It is j 
■ d once a week for about an hour. Professors, tutors, residents 
laics, aitd students, are entitled le uss the boak^; others can boiro'^T' | 
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books through an officer of the institution. There are two literary 
' ties (the Phrenakosmian and Philomathasan,) having libraries of 
2,000 volumes each; a scientific society,, with 200 volumes; and 
man society, with 400 volumes in the German language: making 
gregate of 6,373 volumes connected with the college. Professor 
Stoever, librarian. 

Library of the Theological Seminarj/ of thB General Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United States. — The libra 
begun in 1825, and contains about 8,500 volumes, and a few MSS 
additions during the last ten jrears amount to about 800 volumes. 
is no printed catalogue. The library is opened for the use of the st 
every Saturday, one hour. The constitution limits its use to the 
and students of the institution. By courtesy the professors of Pc 
vania College, located in the same town, are allowed the use 
books. The use is in all cases gratuitous. S. o. Schinucker, oh 
of the faculty, 

HARRISBURO. 

Pennsylvania Stafe Library — 10,'000 vols. — ^This library was fi 
28th February, 1816, and contains, at present, about 10,000 volua 
eccupies two rooms in the capitol, each about 40 feet long by 30 wi 
20 high. A catalogue was printed in 1839, containing 168 pag 
The library is open during the session of the legislattite and si 
couri, daily from 9 a. m to 1 p. m., and from 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 
are lent out to officers of the State government and members of th( 
lature. Strangers can read in the library, but are not by law perm 
take out books* James Johnston, librarian. 

HATBOROUGH. 

Union Library — 3,430 vols. — The Union Library Company ( 
borough, Montgomery county, was founded in the year 1755, and 
porated in 1787. The library contains (1850) 3,430 volumes, 
creases at the rate of about 100 volumes annually. There has l 
permanent fund till quite recendy. Nathan Holt left by will a d( 
of ^5,000, of which he directed $3,000 to the purchase of a lot of j 
and the erection of a suitable building thereon. The remaining $)i 
to be placed out on landed security, and the interest devoted to t 
chase of books. In 1849 a stone building was erected, for the aboii 
tioned $3,000. It is 33 feet by 40, and finished after ^lie ] 
the Mercantile Library of Philadelphia, in one room 16 feet high. 
is a printed catalogue, (64 pp. 8vo.) of which five editions hav 
issued. It includes a historical account of the institution, its c( 
tion, by-laws, &c. The library is statedly open two days in the 
Any person, by consent of the directors, may become a mem 
the payment of $10 and an annual tax of one dollar. Strangers ar 
subscribers are allowed to use the books in the building, at the dis 
of the librarian. Joseph Morton, librarian. 

' JONESTOWN* 

The Swatara Literary Association has lately been formed at 
town, the object of which, as stated in the second article of the a 
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ion, is " to establish a library and museum, and to encourage such exer- 
;ises as will tend to spread general and useful information." 

LANCASTER. 

« 

Franklin College Library » — Thif college has a small library of 750 
volumes, inchiding pamphlets. P. A. Muhlenberg, jr., librarian. [See 
Marshall College, Mercersburg.] 

The Library of the Mechanics^ Institute in this place contains 2,000 
irolumes. [See Rupp's History of Lancaster County.] 

Juliana Library. — A library was established here in 1770 by Thomas 
Penn, and named, from his wife, the Juliana Library. [Ludewig, in the 
Seraj)etmi.] , 

LEWISBURG. 

Lf^visburg University Library — 600 vols. — This library was commenced 
in 1849. A subscription of about $10,000 has been made for the in- 
crease of the library; and it will become available, by instalments, within 
the next three years. Professdr George R. Bliss, librarian. 

IVfEADVILLE. 

■# 

Alleghajiy College Libraries — 8,000 vols. — The college was founded in 
1815. It possesses in its, libraries about 8,000 volumes. The college 
library is composed almost entirely of three bequests — the first in point of 
size by Hon. James Winthrop, LL. D., of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
who died in 1821; the second, by the Rev. William Bentley, D. D., of 
Salem, Massachusetts; the third, by Isaiah Thomas, esq., LL. D., of 
Worcester, Massachusetts. A catalogue of the library (130 pp. 8vo.) was 
prepared and printed in 1828 by the Rev. Timothy Alden, who also com- 

ged the catalogues of the libraries of the Massachusetts and New York 
storical Societies. In the Alleghany Library catalogue each bequest is 
separately registered, under the name of its giver. 

" In the catalogue, the intelligent will perceive that there is an exten- 
sive range of the best editions of the Greek and Roman Classics, and of 
the ancient Fathers of the Christian Church; th?it there are books in thirty 
different languages, ancient and modern, with lexicons and grammars, 
and elementary books for studying most of therii; and that in history, 
ancient and mqdem, in belles-lettres, and other branches of literature and 
■science, there is a most excellent collection." [See Remarks of Mr. 
Alden, Catalogue, p. 136.] 

TAe Library of the Meadville Theological School — 5,300i;o&. — This in- 
kstinition is under the direction of the Unitarian Congregationalists. The 
^library was founded simultaneously with the school, in 1844, and con- 
Ittiins 5,300 volumes. For the five years since the library was established, 
pearly 900 volumes per annum on an average have been added to it. 
[Somewhat more than $250 from the funds of the school Uave annually 
[been appropriated Tor the purchase of books. 

The library is open twice a week — one hour each time. Students and 

[officers of the institution are entitled to the use of the books. A discre- 

tbnary power of lending to any literary gentleman is vested in the fac- 
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ulty, and lias nlwajrs bopn excm'set! when applied for. 

ihade for the use of ilie library. Bulwoen 2,000 and3j0ilO boolis^MTIf 

out anmiuliy. The number is increasing with the growth of the libtsiw 

The private libraries of the nfHccrs nf the school areas largely riompa 
of works of reference, and as Ireaty open to students, as the public lik 
TIrey contain about 3,700 valuuaeH. Profesacir P. Huidekopcr, lihrjl 

MERCERSBUnS. 

Library of the Theoloekal Seminnnj oj the German .Riiformed 8. 
of North Atnerica — 0,000 viils. — The library was TOiiiiiieiii;ed ■nHlh'ti 
seminary, in lSi5. Ii contains ai present (ISSO) ahmit fi,000 volnirf 
mostly in German. The increase has been sniiill — not more than H*w 
umes per annum. No catalogue has been prJntod. The library is (q 
one hour each week. A fee is charged to the smdcnts for the use of itl 
library. John W. Nevin, D. D., senior professor. 

Marshall College Libraries — 7,000 1"»/». — The college library cont 
about 1,006 vohimcs. The Diagnnlhian Society has a library of 3 
volumes, and the Goelhean Society also has about 3,000 voliiinoa. ' 
of these libraries is in a separate hall. ■ 

Tne college library is distribuled among iho professnrs — ea^h proiii 
having charge of those books perLiiiiing lo liis own dpp:ir 
is at present no room appropriated to the books. The 
changed ill 1H35. 

Measures have bi^ea taken for uniting this crillege wit!, 
lege, IiBucasier. Tlie corporate name will be Franklin 
Colji^ge. The success of this plau will depend upon thR raisii|^ 
635,000 for the erection of buildings in I^anraster, and $1.^.000 & " 
endowm**!!! of a profe'i'JArship in I'citiisyl vania '■■*1l'\'?''. iJfiru Jmro, 

NOBUfSTOWH. 

The LWrurij iJompanij — 2,^\5 vo's. — The N'lrristmvn l.ihrary 
pany was founded in May, 179li, and (in 1?<50) possesses '2,TA6 Tolm 
(to wit: 4 folios, 30 quartos, 872 octavos, and t ,ti09 duodecin 
phamphlels.) There is no perinauent I'uud. Tliere is an annual infifl 
of about eighty dollars arising from an assessment of one dollar upon B _ 
shareholder. The sum thus obiaiued is mostly devoted to ilie puntliai 
of books. In 1835 a small wooden building was erected expr^ ' " 
the library; it is 15 feet si.t inches squarp. A catalogue (40 \j 
was primed in 1S36. The hbmry is open every day. ShsrenI 
■JiS for a share, and ,^l annual tux. Books are lent, for a smalijj 
other persons. About 200 ate thus lent annually. It. AJa; 



"Tl'il Library Ciimpiii'j a)i.il.t!iC Ln^'ud'tn LiMmi ij^-ijO .ii^ 
foUowing lai'.Jy of gi3ner;il interest, res-jieclm^' tho history of tt'is i 
and useful institmion, are exiracteil fVnm an arliidc -.vriltfn for'flj 
I'ortfolio, by John J. Siniili, esr],. ihi- librariarr 
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*' The first entry in the records of the Library Company, is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

" * The minutes of me, Joseph Breintnall, secretary to the directors' of the 
liibrary Company of Philadelphia, with such of the minutes of the 
same directors as they order me to make, begun on the 8th day of 
November, 1731. By virtue of the deed or instrument of the said coiu- 
pany, dated the first day of July last. 

'^ The said instrument being completed by fifty subscriptions, I sub- 
scribed my name to the following summons or notice which Benjamin 
I Franklin sent by a messenger, viz: 

I *^ • To Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Hopkinson, William Parsons, Philip 
I Syng, jr., Thomas Godfrey, Anthony Nicholas, Thomas Cadwalader, 
I • John Jones, jr., Robert Grace, and Isaac Penington. 

" ' Gextlemen: The subscription to the library being completed, yon, the 
lirectors appointed in the instrument, are desired to meet this evening at 
5 o'clock, at the house of Nicholas Scull, to take bond of the treasurer for 
die faithful performance of his trust, and to consider of and appoint a 
proper time for the payment of the money subscribed, and other matters 
relating to the said library. 

'^ ^ JOS. BREINTNALL, Secretary. 
" ' Philadelphia, November 8, 1831.' 

" At this meeting a treasurer, William Coleman, diily executed a bond 
with sureties, and Benjamin Prankhn proposed that the said Coleman at- 
tend at suitable places to receive the subscription moneys; which j says 
our secretary, * it was the getieral opinion should not be delayed, lest the 
directors be disappointed in sending it to England this fall to ]»urchase 
books, or that other disappointments, prejudicial to the library design, 
should happen by delays or negligence on any hand.' 

"The price of a share was fixed at forty shillings, and on the first even* 
ing of attendance for that purpose ten persons appeare^d and paid the 
amount of their subscriptions. Several individuals, however, were dila- 
tory in meeing their engagements, and B. Franklin printed and sent 
them notice either to pay on a certain evening,- or signify their determina- 
tion to relinquish the copartnership. Much difficulty and no little for- 
bearance appears to have been the lot of the directors and treasurer, in • 
collecting from some of the original subscribers; but, -satisfied of the utility 
of the project, at a meeting on the 29ih of March, 1732, the sum in hand: 
being * above halP the amount originally intended to be raised, it was con- 
cluded to be the interest of all concerned to send for some of the boolca- 
immediately. Thomas Godfiey, at this meeting, informed the directors. 
that Mr. James liOgan had hoard of the plan, and would willinglygivo 
his advice in the choice of books; the minute on the subject is in these- 
words: ' Upon this information, 'Thomas Godfrey was requested to returri' 
the thanks of the committee to Mr. Logan for his generous oflTer; amd 
the committee esteeming Mr. Logan to be a gentleman of universal learn- 
ing, and the best judge of books in these parts, ordered that Thomas 
Godfrey should wait on him ahd request him to fevor them with a f5ala- 
logue of suitable books against to morrow evening, '^rhich T. G. r«dilf> 
i agreed to do.' 
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<^ With the advice of Mr. Logan the list was mode ont, and Robert 
Grace, *to expedite the affair/ agreed to draw on Peter CoUinson, mercer, 
in Gracious street, London, for ^ jSiS sterling at 65 per cent advance the 
current rate,' in favor of and to be remitted by Thomas Hopkinson, then 
about sailing for England, with directions to purchase as many rolumes 
as he could for the money. The catalogue of this first effort evinces con- 
siderable judgment, and was very carefully prepared with a view to facili- 
tate the acquisition of knowledge in the various departments required by 
the w^ants of a yoting community. 

"In October, 1732, the first importation of books was received by Captain 
Carnock in good order. T. Hopkinson informed the directors that he had 
received advice from T. Cadwalader and P. Collinson in adding and 
omitting various books; and that 'Peter Collinson, who had given great 
assistance, had moreover made, the company a present of two valuable 
books.' His claim is thus established of having been the first denorta 
the yet infant library. 

"The importance of the step thus taken, although it was on a smal 
scale, can be justly appreciated only by A knowledge of the fact, 
which is stated in the reply to Peter Collinson, that there was no manner 
of provision made by the government for public education, either in this 
or the neighboring provinces, * nor so much as a good bookseller's shop 
nearer than Boston.' , . 

*' The books were taken to * Robert Grace's chamber, at his house ia 
Jones's alley,' and there placed on the shelves, a catalogue made <mtj aod 
Dr. Franklin undertook to print the blank promissory notes for the libra* 
riaa to fill up, and get subscribed by those to whom he lent books. The 
rules and regulations adopted were few and simple. The first librariao, 
Louis Timothee, gave atter^dance from 2 to 3 on Wednesdays; and 
on Saturdays from 10 till 4, He was allowed to permit * any civil 
gentleman to peruse the books of the library in the library-room, but not 
to kfid or to suffer to be taken out of the library, by any person who is 
not a subscribing member, any of the said books, Mr. James I^gan only 
excepted.' Timothee, it appears, occupied Grace's house, and he was lo 
receive at the expiration of three months ^ three pounds lawful money cer- 
tain,' and a further ^reasonable reward,' as should be agreed on in con- 
sideration of services and rent. 

"In December, 1732, several new applicants presented themselves, and 
were admitted. Dr. Franklin produced the printed catalogue^ which he 
presented without chaige. 

" The original number of fifty subscribers was rwt completed till the 
22d February, 1733, when Joseph Growden signed the constitution, be- 
ing the fiftieth member. 

" William Rawle appears to hav^been the first American donor, having; 
on the 12th of March, 1733, presented ^six volumes or books of the 
workiB of Mr. Edmund Spenser.' 

" On the 15th of May, of the same year, it was agreed by a committee 
•of directors to draw up an address to Thomas Penn, proprietor, * in order 
for his countenance and protectionju an affair so useful and well intended 
; as the library, and which the proprietor signified through his secretaryt 
.Mr. George, that he approved and designed to encourage.' 

'^ Mr. Penn replied that he took the address ^kindly,' with the aaturance 
j^at he should be always ready to promote any undertaking 30 useful* 
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He presented several articles to the institution, and it is to the honor of 
the proprietary family that they promoted the design as long as they con< 
tinued to preserve any influence in the province. 

*' Mr. Timothee having vacated his ofiice> Benjamin Franklin, one of 
his sureties, offered to take his situation fot the current year, in considera- 
tion of Timothee's having been serviceable to him; he occupied (he sta- 
tion of librarian for three months and a day, and was succeeded by Wil- 
liam Parsous. During the period of Fraukliu's service as librarian, the 
room was agreed to be open but once a week, on Saturdays from four to 
eight — it having beeu observed that borrowers rarely came on Wednes- 
days, and four hours were found amply sufficient to supply all applicants. 
The librarian's salary was then reduced to jff6. 

** The increase of books was supposed to raise the value of a share an- 
nually ten shillings, and I find the price gradually increased. 

** On the I2th of December, 1737, the directors were informed by the 
secretary that the proprietor was pleased to say that nothing remained to 
delay his grant of a lot of ground he intended to bestow on the company 
for their library. In May, 1738, a letter was received from John Penn, 
with a present of an air-pump. The first paragraph conveys information 
highly honorable to the company. It is dated liondon, 3lst of January^ 
1738, and begins: 

*' ' Gentlemen: It always gives me pleasure when I think of the Library 
Company of Philadelphia, as they were the first that encouraged knowl- 
edge and learning in the province of Pennsylvania.' 

^'A suitable lepiy and a vote of thanks for the lot and the air-piimp were 
ordered io be returned to the generous donor. The pump excited con- 
siderable curiosity among the citizens — frequent notices of application to 
borrow ii being minuted ; a commitee was appointed to provide a case and 
frame .for it, with glass lights in the door, ^to look ornamental in the library- 
room.' 

" The first, and, I regret to add, one of the very few presents of money 
made to the institution, was from Dr. Walter Sydserfe, of Antigua, in 
1738, who, having the sum of ^58 6*. 8rf. due him in this country, gen- 
erously presented it to the company. In June, 1739, the number of mem- 
bers had been increased to 74. 

•* On the 7th of April, 1740, the books were removed to Hhe upper room 
of the westernmost office of the State-house' — the use of which had been 
lately granted to the company by the assembly. 

*^ In a catalogue printed in 1741, in my possession, there is a short ac- 
count of the state of the institution. Shares were then granted at the 
price of JJ^6 lOa. In this year, John Penn, esq., presented a microscope 
and camera obscura, still in the company's possession. 

'* In 1746, Samuel Norris bequeathed the company c#20. 

'* From 1748 to 1752, many of the minutes are missing, and I have 
only to note the reception of a telescope and a number of valuable books 
from Thomas Penn, esq. 

" In 1752, * a noble present** of ancient medals' was received through 
Mr. Peters from Mr. Gray, member of Parliament for Colchester. 

"In 1762 Charles Thomson, who afterwards became Secretary to 
GoDgress, was elected it director, and in April the long expected patent 
fiODd the Penns for a lot of ground in Chestnut street^ near Ninth, was re- 
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feeived. ' The lot.\l^ ernc^sed with » post-and-ittft fence, ^lid'ctmrfwieil 
for many years to yield a stnall revenue. On l>r. Prtinklin's reiiini from 
Europe he was unanimously re-elected a director by the boatd^ tot suppijr 
the place of- Samuel Shoetnaker/ resigned. 

" On the 14th of February, 1763, the celebrated John Dickinson was 
elected a director. In an address to John Penn, November 21, 1763, oc- 
curs the f^llowir^g paragraph: * The encouragements the library met wiih 
in its in&ncy have bad good effects. Many other libraries, after ohr -ex- 
ample and on our plan, have been erected in this and the neighboring prov- 
inces, whereby useful knowledge has been more generally diifased in 
these remoie corners of the earth* 

" Some dissatisfaction is noted at thiis period at the new regulations, by 
which members xirere prevented frorti coming into the library and takitig 
down books; in consideration of which it was ^ Resol'oed, That the libra- 
rian should prepare a bond, which should be tendered to eVery trtember 
who should desire the privilege of (Bntering the library and examinfing the 
books there, at the hou(rsof attendance on Saturdays, by which he should 
bind himself to be Answerable for his proportionable part of the loss that 
may arise from any books being lost or i^tole put of the library.' 

"This appears to have had the desired effect; as, liowever anxious 
members might have been to consult the books, they could not be sup- 
posed willing to joiif in the librs^rian's responsibility for losses. 

</ 1767. Mr.'Hobkinsdn yisiung Englaud^^ the. directors, in prjer ixox to 
Yoik hfs serVltes 5n t?is Vefurii, w^rie allowed to appojiit a jprpxjr* He 
brought home with hi'iift' 'a leW rare books, purchased by br. F^ranktin, 
with the company's money, and k:present from 'Benjamin Weist, « for- 
merly,^ sajps thei flii»t(te, 'of this dty, but now; of London, historical 
painter: a woman's hand, taken from an Egyptian mumifiy, in good pres- 
ervation.' . This hand^ which has sometimes been called Cleopairti^^ is 
still in the building, and, notwithstanding the length of time which it 
has been* exposed to the action of the air, is in perfect preservation. 

"1768. On the 20th of Febmary, 1768, a law was enlactifed ibir ad- 
mitting new members for the sum of j?10. 

"1769; At a meeting of the directors, February 13rh,1769, ifee;f»l- 
lowing gentlemen, viz: TGeorge Roberts, Jonathan Shoemaker, jSames 
Pearson, Charles Jervis, David Evans, Anthony Morris,»jr., arid Moses 
Bartram, being a committee of the Union Libtary Company of Philadel- 
phia, waited on..the board, to signify their approbation of the plan which 
had been some time in agitation, of uniting the two institutions. The 
directors replied, ^that they thought such a scheme might better answer 
the intention of public libraries, than if they were to continue in SepliraTe 
bodies;' and on the 13th of March a law was enactedy giving th^'dilnectors 
< full power and authority to admit the members of the Union Library 
Company,' &c. '> 

?^ Of the value of this accession of books I have no datia to feirha 
judgment. The Union Company owned the house in Third street ti^here 
4heir books had been kept, and it was for a considerable peiiod a soiitce of 
revenue, until sold. Benjamin Franklin, at this time iu London^ hanided 
the orders for books to William Sn^lian fdr shipment; 

^^ The institution having now acquired additional cdnse(|ubhct byt the 
aj^cessipn of new* members, and an increase of 'bdokst, the board/ petitioiied 
the assembly of the province for pe^mi Aion tq drecc'on sdme pdirt of the 
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State-house lot such a buUding as would prove an ornament to tlie city^ 
aiid continue to accommodate their rapidly increasing library. This ajy- 
plication was refused; and at a general meeting of the company /con- 
vened by advertisement, on the 6th of October, 1771, itVas deemed in- 
expedient to biiild elsewhere, and the project was for the present suffered 
to rest, , it was not till the 25th of September, 1769, that the room was 
opened three days in the week; these days were Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, for four hours each, and two librarians were then appoint- 
ed, viz: John de Maurengault and Ludowick Sprogeli, at an annual sal- 
ary of ^-20 each. 

*^ 1771. Another junction was formed in 1771, with the Association 
Library Company, but there are no data by which to judge of the extent 
of this institution. The Amicable Company, also admitted about this 
time, is only casually mentioned, and the two collections were probably 
of no great value. 

" 1773- Early in the year 1773, the second floor of Carpenters' Hall 
was rented, and the books removed from the room in the State-house, 
which was now too small for their accommodation; the library was then 
first opened daily, from two o'clock till seven, under the chaise of 
Gharies Cist, at an annual salary of jSW. The books were here first 
placed behiiid Che protection of latticed doors. The increase of the cab* 
ineC of coins seems to have been a favorite project: a great -number are 
noted as having been presented from time to time. In October, 1773, 
several specimens of minerals, and 58 curious coins, were presented hy 
Edward Pole. Unfortunately, the secretary, in reporting the gifl, was 
obliged to. add the following memorandum: < but the library being entered 
by some thief (as suppo^^ed) last night, he carri^ off all the coins and 
tokens, together with some change which was left in the drawer.' Mr. 
Pole, however^ received the thanks of the directors, and the articles were 
advertised, but never recovered. 

'* 1774. On the 3lst of August, 1774, it was, ^ upon motion, ordered 
that the librarian furnish the gentlemen who are to meet in congress in 
this city, with such books as they may have occasion for during theit 
sitting) taking a receipt for them.' Congress enjoyed this privilege during 
the whole period of its sittings in Philadelphia, and the members expe* 
rieaced much inconvenience from the want of a similar institution for re& 
erence after removing to Washington, before a good library had been col- 
lected in the capitol. The members of the legislature of Pennsylvania 
likewise enjoyed the use of the books for a long period, free of charge. 

" 1776. In May, 1776, an advertisement appeared in the Pennsylvania 
€iazette,* and other journals, requesting a general meeting of the com- 
pany, in order to consider of the propriety oi empowering the directoifs to 
remove the books and efiects of the company in case any event of the 
war should make tliat measure necessary. Two attempts to get together 
enough members to pass such a law failing, the books remained, and 
were unmolested. 

" The British army had possession of Philadelphia from September 26^ 
1777, to June 18, 1778, but it does not appear that the company sus- 
tained any loss from those who composed it. The officers, without ex- 
ception, left deposites, and paid hire for the books borrowed by them. 

"1777. In 1777 the library room was occupied by the sick soldiery, 
and Messrs. Alisoii; Jones, and Hughes were < appointed a committee, on 
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(lie 11th of March, to wail on General Gales, commanding officer in thii 
city, in order to procnre, if po-tsible, an order for their removal.' During 
the whole progics of the war, the importalion of books was of TOunie 
suspended. The funds llins accumuialed were expended, on the con- 
clusion of peace, in a Urge importation of the standard works which hiil 
appeared in the internal By the will of the Honorable William l^n^an, 
tlieiiistiliUlcin received this year a very handsome bequest of books of 
ancient atiihnrs, being a more extensive and valuable gift than any here 
tofore received. They may all be traced in the catalogue by the L 
attached lo each. 

" 1779. Jno. Todd, librarian, received J^lOO per annum and a share. 

" 1781. On [he 4tti of May, 1781, ihe directors agreed to receive 30 
shillings stale money in lieu of a bushel of wheat, by which the annual 
payments were the previous year directed lo be made. 

" 17S3. The committge on importaiions remitted ^200 sterling to 
London on the lOih of June, ]7S3i nine years having elapsed since iheir 
last order. Jos. Woods and William IJillwyn were sjelected as proper 
agents, from their well-known attachment to literature, and knowledge 
of books; they acled during the remainder of their lives to the satisfaction 
of Ihe directors, and Jos. Woods's son is now the agent. In their letter 
the committee of correspondence stale, ' we shall confide entirely in your 
judgment to procure us such books of modern publication as will be proper 
for a public library, and though we would wish lo mix the utile with the 
dnlce, we should not think it expedient to add to our present stock any- 
thing in the nootl way.' This has been the uniform plan pursued, with 
Ihe exception of a few of the best class of novels and n.>mances; the con ' 
sequence has been that, with the very great increase of the number of 
volumes, the shelves are snpptiod with books of real merit in most other 
departments, and are not lumbered with the temporary trash so greedify 
devoured by the sickly taste which procures its mental supplies from cir- 
cnlating libraries. 

" 17t(3. November, 1783, Dr. Franklin presented six volumes of the 
natural history of the south of France.'! 

The erection of a building for the accommodation of the library having 
been long a matter of discussion, " at a general meeting, held Jtine 1, 
I7S9, a large number of members appeared, either in persi>n or by proxy, 
and a law was passed giving the directors power to proceed, as soon as 
one hundred new members should be added to the list, to appropriate the 
money sn hand, reserving snffirient for the current expenses, and in sell 
the ground rents and reai estate owned by the company. Bishop White 
was nominated by the directors chairman of this meeting, at which ha 
presided. 

"All the shares requisite, except nineteen, were soon subscribed , many 
of which were to be paid for in labor. The directors and troasairer and 
Secretary assuming to themselves lo pivcure the remaining uineieeu, the 
purchase of the hu and erection of the building was proceeded in with all 
convenient speed, The present site waa purchased of Mary Norris and 
Dr. Logan. A number of plans were subraiiied for approval,' and tli« 
one prepared by Dr. William 'I'hornton, with some slight alierations, was 
adopted, ibr which he received a share. It may be supposed that Ihis 
undertaking was not without its difficulties, and I find that, owing Irt the 
low state 01 the iunds, the direciorsj trsasurer, and secretary, individually, 
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advanced sams amounting to two hundred and fifty pounds., of which 
Josiah Hewes advanced fifty pounds, and the others from ten to tweiitf- 
five pounds. 

" 1789. The first stone of the edifice was laid on the 31st of August, 
1789; the minutes state, Mhat, upon the suggestion of Dr. Benjaniin 
Franklin, a large stone was prepared, and laid at the southwest corner of 
the building, with the following inscription, composed by the Doctor, 
•except so far as relates to himself, which the committee have taken tl.e 
liberty of adding to it: 

* Be it remembered, 

in honor of the Philadelphia youth, 

(then chiefly arrificerp.) 

KhatinMDCCXXXl, 

they cheerfulljr, 

at the instance of Benjamin Franklin, 

one of their number, 

institute'l the Philadelphia Library, 

which, thou((h small at first, 

is become highly valuable and extensively ueefal, 

and which the walls of (his edifice 

I are now destined to contain aiid preserre ; 

the first stone of whose foundation 

was here placed 
the thirty-first day of Aug:a8t, 17S9.* • ' 

" 1 790. By the 30th of December, 1790, the books were all removed 
and ready for delivery, when it was. resolved to have the room, open daily, 
from one o'clock to sunset, and Zachariah Poulson was continued librariaiiy 
at one hundred pounds salary. During the progress of the building,. more 
than the stipulated one hundred names were added to the* list of stock- 
holders — ^many apprentices having been allowed by their employers to 
give sufficient labor to purchase the privilege of admission. Their nances 
are faithfully recorded; and it may^ in future, be interesting to their 
descendants to discover that they are reaping the benefits of Uterary in; 
struction from the honest labor and the sweat of the brows of their pro- 
gen itors* 

^^ Among the benefactors of the library occur the names of Rol^ert Bar* 
clay, of London, and of Abrahanci Claypoole, of Pennsylvania. The 
former repeatedly sent presents of rare or curious bookS| and till his death 
continued to correspond with his American friends, and to mention the 
institutiou with interest. The latter left the company, by will, one hun* 
dred pounds. 

" 1791. In January, 1791, the directors again tendered to the President 
and Congress the free use of the books in the library", in as full and ample 
manner as if they were members of tixe company. President Washings 
ton, through his secretary, Tobias Lear, returned thanks fpr the attention 
in a very handsome note. 

« 1782. On the 18th of February, 1782, Doctor Parke informed the 
board that the heirs of James Logan had made a proposition to transfer, to 
the Library Company of Philadelphia the Loganian Library, and also to 
convey to them, under certain conditions, a lot of ground in Philadelpbiay 
and certain rents charge, together with the arrearages thereof, now due 
from estates in Bucks county. On this subject a committee was appointed 
to inquire into the condition of the property, and the terms intencled to b^ 
auuejKed to the transfer. 



.' ^'1792. An additional five- foot lot having been purchased of Samnel 
"Mi Fox^ on Library street, a building was erected for the accommodatioii 
of the Loganian books by the Library Company of Philadelphia, for which 
the Loganian trustees pay an annual rent. 

''On the 4th of Octoher^ John Fitch's manuscripts, respecting the 
steam engine, were deposited in the library, under seal, with a request 
that they might be kept unopened till the year 1S23. This was done, 
and as they have undergone an exaniinatiou, I sliall not hero attempt 
their ai;alyzation. 

" 1793. On the 'Wth of August, 1793, at a general meeting of the 
members, the price of shares was raised to forty dollars, at which sum 
they still remain. 

'< 1799. In April, 1799, Henry Cor, of the kingdom of Ireland, pre- 
sented a large number of manuscript volumes relating to the history of his 
native country. They consist of the original correspondence of James 
the First with the Privy Council of Ireland, from 16<'3 to 1615, inclusive, 
and a great variety of historical data, the value of which remains un- 
known. In one of the volumes is an original letter from Queen Eliza- 
beth, 4ated in 1568. Several valuable printed books are also in this col- 
lection. 

'4804. In this year the institution was greatly enriched by John Bleakly 
and the Rev. Samuel Preston. The fohner left, by will, one thousand 
pounds to the library, and the latter bequeathed a most valuable collection 
of rare and curious books, selected with great taste and judgment, togetfier 
with two shares of United States Bank stock. Dr. Preston was influenced, 
in seleclingthis library fw the reception of his own, by our countryman, 
Benjamin West, who painted the portrait of the donor, which was, in the 
succeeding, year, presented by Mrs. West, as an appropriate ornament for 
the library rooms. To appreciate the value of Preston's library, it mast 
be examined in detail. There are in the collection many rare books of 
plates-, &o.y of the most costfy description, which the funds of the instito* 
tion would forever have forbidden being purchased. 

"George Campbell was now elected librarian — an oflSce he filled lor 
twenty three years, during which long period he was never once preveDt- 
ed by sickness from attending to his daily duties — a circumstance almost 
unprecedented in the annals of a salary oflScer. Under his charge, the 
institution continued to flotirish, and was again enriched, at the period of 
his resignation, by the bequest from William Mackenzie of 500 rare vol- 
umes, and the purchase from his executors of the additional number of 
1,466. 

" Since this period, about 5;000 volumes were purchased, on very fi- ' 
'vorabie terms, from James Cox, an artist, since deceased, consisting of 
many expensive volumes on the fine art*?, and miscellaneous books. They 
supplied a prominent deficiency, and many rarities are among them.'* 

From the preface to the last catalogue we take the following: 
'' '' Besides the books, the personal property consists in some available 
funds yielding interest, the sale of shares, the price of each of which since 
1793 has been fixed at fbrty dollars, and the annual payments of four 
dollars from each member. The real estate of the company consists of 
the lot and buildings where the Philadelphia and Loganian libraries are 
kept. 

*'The members dispose of their shares by transfer or will; but the as- 



sent of the directors, as well in. such cases as in. case of an origixifiil; purr 
chase, is previously necessary — a restriction ^?wply a^jlopted, i^i order a^ 
much as possible to prevent iiQ.pcoper persons: frocn having access to. a colt* 
lection of a nature peculiarly liable to inj*iry." 

The preface to the catalogue of the? L^umatk Library contain^i the 
following account of that estabUshmeut: 

•« This collection of rare and valuable books, principally in the learned 
and existing iangiijRges of the continent of Europe i owes its ori^n to the 
Honorable Jarxies Logan, the confidential friend: and counsellor of William 
Penn, and for some time president of the coiinpil of the.piwvinceof !Renn- 
sylvaiiia. Its- frniidatiou cpn$ists of a portion of his own private library, 
which, having collected at considerable expense^ he.was; anxious should 
descend to posterity, and. continue usefully to extend to others the meaOi^ 
of prosecuting those pursuits he had himself so successfully cultivated. 
With this view, ho erected a suitable .buildii>g in »Sixth street, near Wal- 
nut, for the reception of a library, and, by deed, vested it (with the books 
and certain rents, for the purpose of increasing their nvimber^ and paying- 
« librarian) in trustees, for the use of the public^ forever. 

"This deed he afterwards cancelled, and propped, but did not live tQ 
execute, another, in which some alteration was made in the funds and 
wgulations. After his death, his children and residuary legate^^j with 
commendable liberality, carried into effect the intentions of Mr. Logan, 
and convoyed the building, books^ and. ren^ charge to trustees, M'^ho 
caused, the library, consisting of npore tbaa: two thousand vpluqies> to.b9 
arranged, and a catalogue to be priikted. 

"About. one thousand thvee hundred volumes^ collected. by Doctoi Wil- 
liam Lngian, oi Bri^pl, Elngland,,^^ youQgerbiother of James Logan, and 
by William Logan^of Phiindelphia, son of the, founder, were afteriW^jrds 
bequeathed to the institution by the latter giQnjLleman? who acted for some 
time as librarian. After his death, in 1T76, the libra^^y reniained unopen^ 
during several years. 

' " To insure its. perpetuity, the legislature of Pennsylvania, in X793, a| 
the request of James Logan, the only Siurviving trustee, passed an ac4 
annexing the Loganiau library to that: belonging. tQ the Library Company 
of Philadelphia, undjor certain restriction^. This act constitutes the: di« 
rectors of that prosperous company lor the titne being trustees, together 
with the eldest male descendant of the founder,, and two other gentlemen 
to be by him appointed. 

"Since the two libraries were thus connected, the books of the Loga<« 
nian institution have been kept in a room appropriated to the purpose, 
owned by the Library Company of Philadelphia, in which they were first 
opened for the benefit of the citizen&i in 1794, in accordance with the oci- 
ginal intentions of James Logan and the act of assembly. 

" Very considerable additions have continued to be made to the coUec* 
lion by means of the fiinds arising out of the sale of thelot and building 
in Sixth street, and firom the. rents of the lands in Bucks county, Penn* 
sylvania, settled originally on the institution by the I.i0gans, and by dona- 
tions — particularly of that firom the late William Mackenzie,. esq.,, a native 
of Philadelphia, who bequeathed by his last will, in L828, ^all his books 
printed before the beginning of the eighteenth century, and eight hundred 
volumes more, to be chosen by the trustees,, from his French books and; 
Latin books printed since tlie. bf g^ning. of the. eighteenth century. ' This 
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valaable bequest consists of 1^519 Tolumes of great rarity and val»e; and 
subsequently 3,566 volumes were purchased from his executors. • They 
had been accumulated by Mr. Mackenzie during a hfe extended beyond 
seventy years, which had been almost exclusively devoted tcf literary pur- 
suits. During this period, one of his few intimate friends says ^he be- 
lieves he never had an enemy: at least, from the purity of his principles 
and the correctness of his conduct, I am sure he never deserved one.* " 

The Philadelphia Library contained in February, 1785, 2,764 works, 
in 5,487 volumes; in Jtily, 1807, 8,074 works, in 14,457 volumes; in 
August, 1835, 18,762 works, in 35,221 volumes. 

The Loganian Library contained, when it was annexed to the Library 
Company of Philadelphia, in August, 1792, 3,064 works, in 3,953 vol- 
umes; in August, 1835, 6,922 works, in 8,663 volumes. • 

The Philadelphia and Loganian Libraries contained in August, 1835, 
25,684 works, in 43,884 volumes; in August, 1849, 60,000 volumes. 

From S3,000 to $4,000 per year are expended in the purchase of books. 

The income of the institution is — 
From annual payments of members - - - - $3,800 

From other sources, real estate, &c. - - - - 2,500 



Total - .... - . 5,300 



The books are arranged as they are received, according to size. The 
first catalogue was gratuitously printed by Benjamin Franklin in 1732; 
the second by Franklin in 1741, (56 pp. 12mo;) the third by Franklin 
and Hall in 1757, (132 pp. 8vo.;> others in 1764, (150 pp. 8vo. ;) in 1770, 
(8vo.;) in 1789, (406 pp. 8vo.,) with supplements, 1793, (38 pp.;) 1794, 
(34 pp.;) 1796, (38 pp.;) 1798, (48 pp.;) 1799, (32 pp.;) and 1801, 
(23 pp.;) in 1S07, (616 pp. 8vo.) The last printed catalogue was pub- 
Wished in 1835, in two volumes 8 vo., making 1,050' pages. This cata- 
logue is classed on the system of Brunet, somewhat altered. The index 
is alphabetical. Under each sub-class, the titles are arranged alphabeti- 
cally under the names of authors. Anonymous works are recorded after 
the others. In the supplements the division of belles lettres is included 
under that of science and arts. A supplement was published in 1844, 
and a second supplement in 1849. A catalogue of the Loganian Library 
was published in 1837, (450 pp. 8vo.) The first catalogue of this collec- 
tion was printed in 1760, (1 16 pp. 8vo.) The library is open every week- 
day from 10 a. m. till sunset. 

Persons entitled to the use of the library are, stockholders who pay $4 
yearly; others on deposite and hire. The books are lent out in great 
numbers, but how many per annum is not ascertained. The number 
of persons who consult library without taking away books is very, 
considerable — the exact number cannot be stated. A deposite of double 
the value of the books taken, will obtain most of the books of the institu- 
tion, if applied for by proper persons. John Jay Smith, librarian. 

Library of the American Philosophical Society — 20,000 vols, — The 
American Philosophical Society, the oldest of the scientific associations in 



"*The whole number of voiumea receiveil by the LogaJiian Library from Mr Mttckenz-e*! 
library wan 5,085, and by the Philadelphia Library l,966^being a total of 7,051 volumes. The 
books of Mr. Logan*3 original collection, and those bequeathed by William Lo^an, are deiiig- 
nateU in the catalogue by an L.{ those bequeathed by Mr. Mackenrie, by an M.** 
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the United States, was formed in 1742. Tlie American Society for Pro- 
moting and Propagating Useful Knowledge in Philadelphia was estab- 
lished in 1766. These two societies were united in 1769, and incorporated 
March 15, 1780, as the ^< American Philosophical Society held at Phila- 
delphia for Promoting Useful Knowledge.'* The library contains about 
20jlHK) vohimes. The society has also an "extensive collection of man- 
uscripts, maps, charts, and engravings, and, in its cabinet, medals, coins, 
d6c." The precise number ** cannot readily be given.'* T-he annua) 
increase is about 200 volumes. Pew books are purchased except scien- 
tific periodicals, &c. , by subscription. The chief accessions to the liblary 
are by donations from learned societies and individuals abroad and in this 
country. The library is in the hall of the society, a brick building 50 by 
70 feel, erected in 1786, on a part of the ** State House Square," in the 
city of Philadelphia, granted to the society for that purpose by the 
State legislature, in 1784. The books are arranged on the shelves in 
numerical order, each volume having its number attached. Folios, 
quartos, and orrtavos have their respective systems of numbers. No cata* 
logue has been printed since one in 1824. It is an 8vo. of 290 pages. 
The library has since that time greatly increased. A new catalogue is 
in preparation. The laws of the society require the library to be opened 
every Friday evening from 7 to 9 o'clock, and at such other times as the 
librarian may think proper. ' All- members of the socii^ty are entitled to 
the use of the library; and facilities are afforded, at the discretion of the 
librarian, to welj known visiters of respectable character. Books are lent 
out to members. A considerable number of persons consult the library at 
the room. Charles B. Trego, secretary and librarian. 

Mercantile Library -^12, 232 vols. The Mercantile Library Company 
of Philadelphia was founded in 1823* The library contained, January^ 
1849, 12,232 volumes, "principally of works, of permanent value." 
<* The directors have been careful to exclude from the shelves books of a 
frivolous character, or of demoriilizing tendencies." The annual increase 
IS about GOO volumes. 

The building of the company is on the southeast corner of Delaware, 
Fifth, and Library streetm^ It was erected in 1845, at a cost, including 
furniture, &c., of $23,199 42. The interior of the building is divided 
into nineteen apartments. The entire second story is occupied as the 
library and reading-roem, and the intermediate story of the east wing is 
used by the directors: all the other rooms are rented. The present libra* 
rian is James Cox. 

T/te Atddemyof Natural Sd&ncesi — 12,000 fiols. — ^The American Acad- 
emy of Natural Sciences originated on the 25th of Januarys 1812. It 
was incorporated in 1817. The library contains about 12,000 volumes. 
It had 435 separate maps and charts in 1836, when the caialoeue of the 
library was printed; since which date the additions have been few. For 
the last three years the annual increase has been about 700 volumes. 
This is exclusive of periodicals, serialsy and pamphlets. There is no 
permanent library fund. The increase is mostly from donations, de- 
posites, and occasional purchases. The library occupies an apartment on 
the ground floor of the hall of the society. It is about 45 feet by 28, and 
14 feet high, with a gallery on all its sides. The books are arranged 
according to subjects. A catalogue was printed in 1836, containing 300 
pages 8vo. At that time the library contained 6^890 volumes. An ap- 
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ppn(!iK will soon beprepered. Tlie librtiry is open daily. SiJndayie* 
copied, from 11 a. m. till sunset. The meaibers aione are eiitiiled to iha 
use of ihe books. The friends of members, however, are by courtesy 
allowed access lo the library. William S. Zantziiiger, M. D., libfarian. 

'I'be cabinet is the best iti the United Stales. Tbe collection of birds 
is said to be the largest in the world, containing about 25,UU0 specimens, 
iiiaiiy (uonnted in shins. The collection, of e^gs and nests of birds tg 
also the most extejisivs ever made. The collections of mammalia, fishes, 
repiilea, Cf\is(acea, ineects, aad plfinis, are superior to any others in tbis 
, ceumry.i 

The library is licb and valusdjle in all departments of natural hisloiy. 
Ju cniitiiology it is ciuite complete. 

For (hpse magnificent colleeiions the academy is mainly indebted 10 
the mniiificeiice of three gentlemen — William Maclure, esq., Dr. R. Eg- 
glesfi^eld Grifliths, and Dr, Thoinaa B, Wilson. Mr. Maciure preseiUM 
6,233 vohimes. Among them iis a curious and imporrant collection of 
pamphlets and books published in Franceduring the first Revolution. Tba 
donations of t)r. Wilson, if less in number, are not inferior in value to 
those of Mr. Maciure. His valuable gifts are still continned. They aiB 
preBonted: with tiie wise conditiou thai they shall never be taken from tlis 
building.. 

Tho new buildjog was commenced in 1839, on a vacant lot, corner of 
Broad and George streets. The edifice is entirely fiie-proof. It is well 
adapted to its purposes; but, although ten years ago it was considered 
large enough to accommodate the collections for half a century, it is now 
crowded to excess. 

TliB Apprentices' iiArory- 1 1,700 uo/*.— The Apprentices' Library Com- 
pany was incorporated April 2, 1S21. Ilii 1841 aiseparaledepartnieniwas 
eslablislied for girls. The boys' library contains about 9,tK)0 volumes; 
the girls' library about 2,700. For the last three years the average en- 
niial, increase of both libraries has been 900 volumes; the expeuditurs 
about 400 dollars per annum. The annual income of the institution isi; 
from members, ft550; from investments, lg450. There is a catalogue; for 
each library. For the boys' library the last catalogue (143 pages X'iraoj^ 
was, printed in 1847 >. for the girls' library in 1S49, (52 pages 12mo.) 

The library is opened, for boys, on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday evenings, about 2^ hours each; for girls, on Thursday aftra- 
ijoon from 3 to 7, and oaSaturday afternoon from 3 to 6. 

Apprentices and others under 21 years of age are allowed the use of the 
books gratis. About 24,000 books are annually lent to boys, and 7,000 
lo girls. The library is used regularly by about 800 boys and 250 girls. 

Members pay S8 per annum, or $25 forJife. The library is situated at 
the souiiiwesl corner of Fifth and Arch streets. 

From the annual report of the managers, presented March, 1S48, we 
gather the following additional statenieuis: 

"Mr. Thomas W. Goldtrap has bequeathed to the company one thou- 
sand dollars for the increase of the library. 

"U is not the object of ibis company to swell the number of volumes iq 
its hbraries, for effect either at home or abroad. The sale, a year oc two 
since, of about 2,000 volumes, will probably be followed by another whdn 
the present catalogue is disposed of. It is desirable that the libraries 
be kept fresh and attraoiive. Books as Uiey are now prepareC have a 
charm for youth, which the more ancient tomes do not possess; but ithaa 
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been the care of your board to fejtBCtthat spurious liti^mtdfe -vriih which 
the market has been inundated by persons whose object appears to have 
been to make a book» regardless of historical accuracy. No work of a 
known immoral tendency is ever admitted.". 

About 600 copies of a work published by the ddmpany, were, in 1847, 
distributed amonjg the apprentices ufting the library. 

The AthehtBum jLt6mry— 10,000 i;o&.— We are indebted to ian address, 
delivered lat the opening of the new hall of the Athenaeum, October 18, 
1847, .by Thomas J. Wharton, esq., for the following facts respB<iting this 
institution: It was founded in I8f3 by -a few yoling men, "who, feeling 
the want of a convenient place of common resort in which their leisui'e 
hours could be passed without danger to niotals or tastes, came together 
and arranged a plan for the establishment df r<?ading rooms." On the 
9th of February, 1814, when the articles of assdctation were adopted, the 
number of subscribers amounted to 200 ; and on the < th of M'arch following 
the institution was first opened to the ptibiic, in the room over the book- 
store of Mr. Matthew Carey, at the southeast corner of Chestnut txnd 
Fourth streets. Chief Justice Tilghifnan and Mr: Du Ponceau each be- 
queathed to th« Atheuffium $20(K 

Dr. William Lehman, ^ho died in 1829, bequeathed to the Athert»um 
the sum of *1O,O0O for the erection of ft kiicable birilding. This legaiiy, 
by the prudent management of the treasUrets, amounted, c^n the ist of 
January, 1847, to $34,845 45^ f i is now invested in the tyeautiftil build- 
ing occupied by the Atherieeiihi, the Historical Society, tmd the controllers 
of the public schools. The society derived "ft permanent inehtne of $2,000 
from the rent of the rooms. The- entire cost, ittclildrng fitting up, d:c., 
will'he less than $60,000, leeltinga debt, to be seciited by mortgage, of 
less than ^14,000. 

"The whole structore is 50 feet front on Sixth stWet, 125 feet on Atfelphi 
street, and 58 feet hi jh. It is an excellent specimen of the Italiah style of 
architecture, treated with spirit anfd taste. The •flrs^t stairy is dlWded into 
offibes, and a large room of 37 by 60 fbet, id feet high, f6r the Comptrollers 
of the public schools. The second story is anfeinged for the Uses of the 
Athenasmli, and is dividfesd ihto a news-toom, h^brafy, tfftd chtess room; 
The news-room is on the Sil*th ifetrectfipont,andii8 37by47feet, and 24 feet 
high; it will be finished in : pilasters, with an enriched cofnice and cone 
to the ceilijpg. The library is 37 feet wide, 65 feet long, and 24 feet high, 
and will be finished with a 'coltfrnnAr ordinancie of ■ the Goririthiain order, 
advanced from the sides of the room, forining a centre cell of nave and 
aisfes; the latter will be fitted ill p Wiih bookcases^, iiet laterally from the 
pillars to the wall, and is designed at some futtu'etimeto be finished with 
a gallery, as the library extends j the cornifce will be enriched with fflo- 
dillions and ornetment, thBcexlin^ behig in patjel. The fchess iroom is 18 
fbet square, and is ^an ante reom between the ttr6= tei|^ rodtnis'; aE rodm of 
the same size over this is intended for the directors' room. The third 
story is divided into 8 tooms (three of laige size;) one of tJhem, to Jieoncu- 
pied by the Historical Society, is 26 feet by 37 feet, and 14 feet high." 

** A feature (says Mr. WhartofH)'Of this institution, to which I WdoW fed- 
vert with coi!»()lacen<Jy, but ceriainly without boassting, is the 'free admis- 
sion winch it htealivays -afforded to teirkiiigfeTS; meaning by this t^rm, per- 
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than 30,000 strangers have visiled t!ie roomF, and availed ihemselves of 
the facilities aud oonveniences which they afford. During certain years 
[he oumher has exceeded 1,000 annually, including representatives (rf 
every civilized country and community. 

"VVhatever may be the deficiencies of onr calalosiie, in respect to the 
standard works of English Uteralnre, 1 believe it will not be enay to find, 
in this ooiinlry, a more coniplete or various collection of periodical liiera- 
tnrc, from the daily journal, through the various monthlies aud quarterliei 
to the annual registers. Onr library consists now, (October, 1 847) I am 
informed, of nearly 10,000 volunies. We receive 24 foreign journals, sci- 
entific and literary; and 3-5 American. We take 5 foreign newspapefs, 
and tj2 American; one at least, I believe, from every State. 

"Among the cnriositiea of literature in our rooms is alarge collectioBof 
pamphlets, bound into 148 volumes, which belonged to l>r. Franklin, 
some of lh*m containing, his manuscript notes and marginal remarks; amd 
aregnlar series of the Journal de Paris, hound in volumes, and continued 
during the whole evenllul period of the French revo'uiion." 

The Library of the Pennsylvania Hospital — 10,000 vols. — The hospital 
was established in 1750. The first medical book possessed by this insli- 
Uiiion appears to have been a present, in 17(52, from IJr. John Fothergill. 
It was Lewis's History of the Materia Medica. The next year it was 
determined to demand a fee from students attending the wards at tha 
time of the physicians, visiting the patients, and to appropriate the money 
arising from thence to the founding of a medical library. 

Prior to the Revolution about loB volumes had been presented, and two 
cjrders for books had been sent to London. Only 11 volumes were added 
In the library from 1774 to 17»7. One of these was a pamphlet; auotheri 
'•CuUeh's First Lines of the Practice of Physic, 2 vols. 8vo." "cost the 
apparently enormoos sum of JJ^ISS 5a. This, however, when subjected 
to the talismanic operation of Richard Wells's scale of depreciation, 
shrinks to the comparative trifle of =fl 16s. specie!" 

lo the years 1787-'9 the amount paid for books was ^2(56 S.r, \\d. 
The total expenditure for books previous to 1790, \vas equal lo .1686 4S. 
The firat catalogue, published in the year 1790, contains of folios 21, 
quartos 77, octavos 341, duodecimos 89; total, 528 volumes. 

The increasing number of students from this time has afforded a fund 
for the steady increase of the library. For several years thf. books were 
selected and purchased by the celebrated Dr. Lettsom, who enriched the 
collection with many valuable donations. 

In the year 1800 Sarah Lane presented 142 volumes of medical books, 
some of them very rare and valuable. A supplementary catalogue was 
printed in 1793, and a new catalogue in 1806, containing 127 pages 8vo. 

On the decease of Dr. Benjamin S. Barton, his extensive and rare col- 
lection of works on natural history was purchased of his widow for 
®2,270. 

A supplement to tiie second catalogue was printed in 1818. 

Another, and the .last catalogue of the library, was printed in 1)^29, 
containing 324 pages 8vo. At this time the library contained 5,823 
volumes. A supplement, paged continuously with the catalogue, from 
page 325 to page 426, was printed in 1837, at which time the library con- 
tained 7,300 volumes. 

The catalogue is thus divived: Alphabetical catalogue of authors, pages 
1-202; alphabetical catalogue of editors and translators, 203-211; inaugu- 
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ral theses, in t\ro parts — Ist, an index to the universities^ and names of 
graduates; 2d9 a general catalogue in the order of subjects, 213-241 — 
periodical literature, memoirs of societies, under the names of places 
vrhere printed, 243-257; anonymous publications, arranged under classes, 
259-268; index to subjects -«part I, medical, surgiral, and chemical, (alpha- 
betically arranged) 2d9-306; part 2, natural history and miscellaneous^ 
&c., 309-322. 

The library at present contains about 10,000 volumes, and occupies a 
large and elegant room in the hospital. The books, are mostly medical, 
and pertaining to kindred sciences. In these departments, it is probably 
the most extensive and valuable collection in this country. 

Libran/ of the Law AssocicUion of Philadelphia — 5,100 vols. — ^^In the 
year 1802 a few gentlemen of the bar associated themselves for the pur- 
pose of forming a law library, for the use of the profession in this city; 
and, pa^Mlly b/ donations which they made, and partially by payments 
froiQ members of the company, succeeded, by degrees, in forming a col« 
lection, which, with the small number of books formerly known, was all 
that was needed. With the increasing number of reports in modern 
times, the library, as originally organized, fell very far behind the profes- 
sional requirements of the day; and in September, 1841, an effort was 
made bv a number of gentlemen to enlarge the collection, and to place it, 
generally, upon such a basis as should make it more worthy of the bar to 
which it belonged. Between the 15th of Ociobor, 1841, and the 1st 
March, 1S50, there has been laid out by the association, in the purchase 
of new books, the sum of $9,583 72, exclusive of *865 87, in which 
last sum is embraced the cost of binding such of tl^em as were bought in 
sheets." 

^'The collection, we are happy to believe, is now complete in all those 
departments usually required in the practice of the law. There exists in it a. 
series of all the English, Irish, and American reports — a department in 
which we believe that no other library, either in Great Britain or the 
United States, is equally perfect. The department of text books is also 
reasonably good; and, in addition to complete collections of the British 
statutes at large, and of the acts both ot our State and federal legisla- 
tures, in their authoritative, unabridged condition, there will be found 
upon the shelves of this library such digests and works of general juris- 
prudence a9 have obtained, with the profession, any title to authority. As 
a means of professional culture, and of extending among the bar a knowl- 
edge of the Judicial decisions of England and of the United States, the 
collection afibrds all that as yet is practicable, and much of all that can at 
any time be desired. 

"In the course of nearly fifty years which has passed since this library 
was founded, neither the State, the county, nor the city, have contributed 
a dollar to its increase; and while, even in its present condition, the pay- 
ment of a sum merely nominal makes the least opulent practitioner among 
us the possessor of a library larger than any which the most wealthy 
owns, it is yet certain, that as a public library, answering all the demands 
of a numerous and intellectual profession, stimulated by the keen spirit of 
ambition and reward, ant] pushing its investigations through every 
avenue of knowledge, the collection is yet fer in arrear of what it might 
be. There are some deparU;nents in which it is entirely wanting, and 
others where it is very imperfect. The civil law has no place in it at all, 



and (he canon and ecclesfefetical law have much too smiall ah one. There 
is also a large class of books Mrhich do not come exactly "within the title 
of law books, that yet belong to the law, considered as a phi1orsoj>hic 
science, or as a sysftem of lofty morals. They are sometimes citea in 
courts, and would form, ataiiy rafe, a graceful addition to a library which 
represents in its corporate dignity an intellectual and elevated profession." 
[See circular letter of a committee ot the Law Association.] 

About 2,000 dollars a year are expended in the purchase of books. 
There is no vested fund. The income i« derived from assessments of 
members and occasional contributions. 

The library occupies a room 50 feM square, in the county court-house. 
The last catalogue, containing 64 pages 8vo., Was printed in 1849. 

The following are the most important rules of the library: 

" The library is open from 10 o'clock a. m. till 3 p. m., and from 4i 
till sunset, daily throughout the year, excepting during the months or 
July and August, on ChYfstinas and New Year's day, the 22d of Febru- 
ary, and on Saturday afternoons aiid Suridays; at which times it is 
dlosed. 

" The following persons are allowed to use the library: 

^' 1, rneoibers of the association and subscribers to the library; 2, judges 
of the c(*)urt sitting within the city; 3, members of the bar from the cmiti- 
tiy, attending the sessions in this city of the supreme court of Pennsylva- 
nia, rir bf the circuit cotirt of the United States. 

*' t^ersons desirous of using this library cafn have the use of it for life, 
free of any annital charge, by paying the sum of $100. Or thc^y may be- 
come membiEjrs of the* association by paying 830 in the 'first instance, aiid 
afterwards an assessment of $10 a year.. 

" Gentl^mien of the bftt ^Srho are not xiiembers of the associatirSn, nor 
sfubscrrbers for life to its library, may bec<»me subsiriribers to it anmrally 
by pAyiftg, during the first two years afi^r iheir admission to the bar, #6 
a year; fltfrlug the ensuing tivo years, $8 ayeat; and aflerx^rards, ^12 a 
year. 

" No book Can be taken ffom the Itbrafry-room by any perison whomso- 
ever, except for the purpose bt being used in the court tooriis. The pres- 
ent librarJan is John Williarri Wallace, esq." 

TheJLdbriiryoftheFidinklinfnstif.utey of the State of Pennsylvania, 
for the promotion of the riiechanic arts^Was founded about the year is^-<t), 
and Contains 4,S0O voluniies, not including yrtimphlets. The apartment 
occupied as the library and readfiig-room of the society is 45 feet by 44. 
A catalf)glie was printed in 1847, containing 117 pp. Svo. The library 
is open every day, except Sunday, from 9 o'clock a. m. till 10 p. m. It 
is Intended primarily f>r the use of the members of the iristitute. *rhe 
books are lent out. Not less tMn 1 ,000 anhnally consult the Fibrftty 
without taking awfty books. The library is' but an atlxiliary nieanis of 
pYodticirig the effects desired by the iristitdte— the improvettferfit of "its 
mehibers— and is not tirade or considered a separate branch or department. 
It is intended, like the collection? of models, machines, &c., to be opeR 
t(hr constant refeiHincie to 'the members and thei^'friends, WilKam ifaiiiil- 
ton, ^tnary and ea? rj^^lfefo librarian. 

lAbraty of tht Gehjidn Sd(ft'c/y— 7,341 tf)h, — This library conlains 
both Geritfrtin and Briglish bbdks. A cat^gue (218 pp. 12mo.) was 



129 [ 120 ] 

printed in 1839. [Ludewig.] It is now said to contain nearly 18,000 
volumes, (January, 1851.) 

The IJbrary of the four monthly mccthigs of Friejids, of Philadelphia, 
"was founded in 1741, by a bequest of Thomas Checkley. A catalogue 
^150 pp. Svo.) was printed in 1831. [Ludewig.] 

College of S£, Thomas of Villanova^ near Philadelphia. — This is a new 
institution, chartered in 1847. It has no regularly organized library, but 
possesses about 2,000 books of all kinds. J. P. O. Luzen, O. S. A., 
president. 

Libraj-y of tke University of Pennsylvania — 5,000 vols. — The Univer- 
sity was founded in 1750. The library at present contains about 5,000 
volumes. A catalogue (103 pp. 8vo.) was prepared and printed in 1829, 
by Judah Dobson. The following facts are stated in the preface: 

^^This library was begun by private donations of the friends of the 
institution; among whom the Rev. William Smith, the first pjrovosjt of 
the college and academy, and Dr. McDowell, one of his successors, de- 
serve to be particularly noticed. During the revolutionary war our little 
collection was enriched by a donation in books from his Majesty Louis 
the Sixteenth. Those books, printed at the royal printing office, consist 
chiefly of mathematical works; of works on natural history, among which 
is a collection of M. Buffon's; and some of the Byzantine historians. 
They have been all carefully preserved, and will, it is hoped, long remain^ 
a memorial of the liberality of that great and unfortunate monarch." 

The Philomathean Society pf undergradus^tes, founded in 1819, pos- 
sesses a library of about 3^000 volumes. The Zelosophic Society, founds 
ed in 1829, has a librai'y of 1,250 volumes. 

lAl^rary of the American Baptist Publication Society — 1,032 vols. 

The Library of the Historical Society — 1 ,728 vols, — The Historioal 
Society of Pennsylvania was founded in 1825. The library contains 1,728 
.volumes, including 47 volumes of bound manuscripts. The society also 
has collections of medals ^nd coins. Most of the books have been re- 
ceived within the last five yegirs, and principally by donation. The li- 
brary is kept in the hall of the society, a room in the third story of the 
Athenasum, about 29 by 42 feet in size. The books are arranged accord- 
ing to subjects. The shelves ?ire distinguished by letters, A, B, C, &c., 
and each shelf has a distinct series of numbers, commencing with No. 1. 
The first part of the catalogue was printed in 1849. It contains 36 (Viges 
Svo., and comprises the departments of history, biography, and, manu- 
scripts. The library is open on the evenings of the meetings of the so- 
ciety, namely, the second Monday of (?ach month, and is accessible to the 
members of the society, and only by courtesy to others. No record has 
until lately been kept of the use of the hbrary. WilUam Duane, librarian. 

The following notice prefi:3«:ed to the published catalogue gives; same 
additional fkcts respecting the library : 

^^ The Historical Society of Pennsylvania was founded in 1825. It 
met for nineteen years in one of the rooms of the American Philosophical 
Society, and had the use of a small closet in this roool to contain jts 
books. In the year 1844 the society removed to a room rented by j^elf 
for its exclusive adbommodation. Its collection of books then amounted 
to about sixty volumes, in addition to some boxes of public documents 
.from Washington, which had not been opened, as the society had no place 
in which to- place the books. Immediately after the removal, the library 
Mil.— 9 
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increased rapidly, and a still further increase has followed its removal to 
their present location in the Athenaeum building, south Sixth street. 
The hbrary now amounts to about 1,750 volumes, divided into ten classes: 
history, biography, manuscripts, pamphlets, periodicals, voyages and 
travels, newspapers, public documents of Pennsylvania, public documents 
of the United Slates, and miscellaneous. These observations have been 
considered necessary to explain why a society twenty four years in exist- 
ence has not a larger collection of books. Had it not been for the- 
cramped position it was cotnpelled to occupy before it had a room of its 
own, it would doubtless have long since reached its present size. — Janu- 
ary JO, 1849." 

An address before the society, delivered by William B. Reed, on the 
occasion of opening the hall in the Athena3um, January 28, 1848, has 
been printed, and contains some interesting facts concerning the society, 
besides valuable remarks and suggestions respecting the objects of siich 
an institution. 

PITTSBURG. . • 

The Youvg Men^s Mercantile Library and Mechanics^ Institute — l,l8fr 
vols, — Founded Septemljer, 1847; incorporated March, 1849. The library 
contains (January l, 1850) 1,168 volumes, a small collection of engra- 
vings, and about 353 mineralogical specimens. A reading-room of A'^alu- 
able journals is connected with the library. Since the establishment of the 
institution, about 500 volumes have, each year, been added to the library^ 
and about 450 dollars been expended in the purchase of books. The 
association occupies two rooms, each 29 by 55 feet, forming the 2d and 3d 
stories of a well-built brick building. A catalogue is in preparation. 

The library is open daily from 8 a. m. till 10 p. m. 

The persons entitled to the use of the library are: members by the- pay- 
ment of $4 per annum ; life members by the payment of $35 at one 
time; and honorary members elected by the directors. 

About 2,200 books were lent out during the last year. J. Finney, jr., 
president. 

Theological Seminary lAbrary — 1,500 vols. — This seminary was in- 
corporated in 1828. it is under the direction of the Associate Reformed 
Church. 

W<ishington College Libraries — 3,300 vols. 

WESTCHESTER. 

The Chester County Cabinet of Natural Sciences j at Westchester, Penn- 
sylvania, was founded in March, 1826, and incorporated in 1831. Its 
library contains 450 volumes, of which 150 are works on the natural 
sciences, chiefly botany, zoology, and geologfy'; and 300 miscellaneous, 
general science, languages, and literature, it has a collection of original 
letters, from the principal general officers of the Atoerican army ot th^ 
Rei>olution ; and also the autograph signatures of 103 distinguished patriots 
of the Revolution, military and civil, cut from their letters to Gen. Anthony 
Wayne — all presented by his son, the Hon. Isaac Wayne. It also has 
several charts of the coast survey from Professor Bachej a verj^^ few en- 
gravings and medals^ and aboiit 400 coins^ (300 copper and 100 silver,) 
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among which are 86 silver and 59 copper coins from 21 diflFerent govern- 
ments, collected during the circumnavigating cruise of the United States 
ship Peacock, in 1835-'37, by the late Lieutenant Darlington, Unit^ 
States navy, and presented by him. The additions to the library have 
been made very irregularly, and probably do not average more than 15 or 
20 volumes annually. There is no regular expenditure for books. The 
greater portion of the books l)as been obtained by donation. A three- 
story brick hall, roofed witli tin, was erected in 1836 for the use of the 
"Cabinet," and to contain its library and museum. The cost of the 
building was upwards of $5,000. The hall of the " Cabinet' ' is 49 feet 
front by 50 feet deep; the lower story is fitted for a lecture room, with a 
larboratory in the rear. The second story is a large room calculated for 
an athenaeum, or reading-room; and the third story contains the museiua 
and library of the ^^ Cabinet." There is no printed catalogue. TheB- 
brary is accessible to all the members at each meeting of the ^^Cabinet.'* 
The books are lent out to members, when applied for. 

The Chester County Cabinet of Natural Science, in addition to the 
library, &c., possesses one of the best and most extensive dollections of 
minerals in Pennsylvania; a splendid collection of shells ^ and of English 
and American birds; a herbarium of seven thxmsand species of plants y duly 
arranged, labelled, and catalogued; with various curiosities in nature and 
art. William Darlington, M. D., president. 

The Chester County Athen(Bum was founded February 9, 1827, and 
incorporated in 1828. •l^he library contains 1,431 voh^mes, consisting of 
works on history, biography, natural science, travels, and the usual as- 
sortment of books proper for a village library. Until within the last six. 
years the institution was neglected; within that time, by the exertion of 
some public-spirited individuals, it has been resuscitated, and the annnal 
increase is now from 130 to 160 volumes, and the annual expenditure for 
books from 1 10 to 140 dollars. There is a written, but not a printed cAta- 
logne. The library is open every day, at all hours till 8 o'clock in the 
evening. The members and subscribers are entitled to the use of the 
library on the following tierms: — stockholders pay each $8 per year; SBb^ 
scribers$2 per year; minors $1; transient subscribers 6 cents per week 
for duodecimos, 8 cents for 8vos. The number of books taken out for the 
last three years has ran^d from 1 ,300 to 1,600 annually, and is increasing 
each year. Any respectable person can have the opportunity of consvdt- 
ing the library, or taking home the books. William Darlington, librarian^ 

DELAWARE. 

DOVER. 

The State Library, and the Law Library , contain, together, about 
4,000 volumes. Since 1837 a room in the capitol has been devoted ex- 
elusively to the use of the library. Occasional appropriations are made 
by the legislature for the increase of the collection. About 100 volnmes 
have been added annually for the last ten years. Books may be freely 
used by any citizen who subscribes thejrules. "Samuel 0. Letherbmry^. 
librarian. 



NEWARK. 

Delaware College Libraries — 8,700 vols. — The college ,was founded in 
iS33. The college library contains 2,500 volumes. There are two so- 
"cieties of undergraduates, with libraries of 1,600 volumes each. Tiie 
^vate library of the president contains 2,000 volumes; and the private 
'Collections of two other members of the faculty contain 1,200 volumes. 
These are all in the college building, and form an aggregate of 8,700 
volumes, accessible to all persons connected with the college; and indeed 
lo pthers who may wish to use them for literary purposes. An effort is 
inaking to enlarge the college library. Rev. James P. Wilson, president. 

NEWCASTLE. 

Public Library — 4,000 vols.— ^The Newcastle Library Company was 

founded in 1812. The library contains about 4,000 volumes. It is sus- 

' tained by an annual assessment of $2 on each share. The price of a share 

is $20. The library at present occupies a room in the town academy.. 

Samuel Guthrie, librarian. 

MARYLAND. 

ANNAPOUS. 

I 

The State Library — 15,000 vols. — ^The State Library of Maryland was 
.^founded in 1827, and contains 15,000 volumes, besides 69 voluihes of 
•manuscripts, 108 maps, 19 charts. The yearly average number of volumes 
added to the library for the last ten years is 580. There has been an 
«onual appropriation by the legislature of $500. There is also in opera- 
lion a system of exchanges with other States. The library occupies a 
:ioom in the State-house. A catalogue (132 pages 8vo.) prepared by David 
PUdgely, then librarian, was published in December, 1837, at Annapolis. 
The titles are classified under 37 chapters . The arrangement of the books 
upon the shelves corresponds with the divisions of the catalogue. The 
library is opened daily (Sundays excepted) during the sessions of the legis- 
_ lature, from 9 o'clock a. m. to the time of the daily adjournment of both 
..liottsesi and from 5 to 9 p. m., except during night sessions, when it is 
. Jtopt open till the adjournment. The governor, chancellor, judges, State 
officers, members and ex-members of the legislature, lawyers practising in 
Ihe court of appeals, and officers of the army and navy stationed at An- 
napolis, can take out books. Any person may consult the library in the 
iroom. No record has been kept of loans or of visitors. Richard Swann, 
librarian. 

, ' St. John's College iiArory— 3,292 *o&.— The library dates/- wkh the 
^college, from 1784, and contains 3,29@ volumes. Occasional appropiia- 
tioas are made by the board for the increase of the library. ■ The collec- 
tion is in a room of the new brick college, 36 feet by 15, in 7 alcoves. 
The books are arranged according to subjects; only one catalogue has 
been printed — date 1M7, pp. 38. The library is opened one hour every 
Saturday. All persons connected with the college are entitled to use the 
books; and they are occasionally lent, by courtesy, to others. About 800 
volumes are lent in a year. William D. Greetham, librarian. 
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BALTIMORE. 



T/fe Baltimore Library — 15,000 vols, — The Library Company of Balti- 
more was founded in 1796, and possesses 15,000 volumes of printed books 
and five volumes of manuscripts: among them "Aristotelis Physica," 13)3, 
and *^Nic. de Lyra, Matth.^^ of the middle of the 14th century, witli beaoti- 
ful illuminations; 20 collections of maps and charts; 100 volumes of engra-^ • 
vings. The income of the institution is derived from the annual paymente 
of stockholders (about 265) and annual subscribers, and amounts to abotit 
$1,1 00 per annum. The building was erected inconjunction with the Marj-* ' 
land Historical Society and the Mercantile Library Associjition, and was a 
gift from the citizens of Baltimore. (See Maryland Historical Society. ) The 
rooms of the Library Company are upon the second story of the edificey 
and consist of a library 47 by 53 feet, height 20 feet, with a gallery. 
Adjoining, atone end, is a directors' room, 14 by 16 feet; at the other 
end is a reading-room, 26 by 47 feet; and beyond that another, 14 ly 
32 feet. A catalogue was printed in 1798; a second in 1802; and a third 
in 1809. The last meationed contains 196 pages 8vo., and has been con- 
tinued by supplements— the first in 1816, of 36 pages; the second in 1823,, 
of 40 pages; the third in 1831, of 21 pages; the fourth in 1841, of 28 pages,. ' 
The library is open daily, except Sundays and certain holidays, in s»m- 
nier fi-om 8 a. nj. to 6 p. m., in winter from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m. Persons 
entitled to the use of the library are: stockholders paying $100 for a ^^free'* 
share, or $30 for a share and $5 per annum, and subscribers at the rate- 
of $8 per annum, or $1 per month. About 5,000 books are lent out each 
year. Perhaps 100 persons, each year, consult the library without taking 
away books. About 400 visitors each year. John S. Sumner, librarian. 

St, Mary^s CoUege^ Library — 12,000 vols, — The library was commenced- 
with the institution in the year 1809, and contains about 12,000 volumes; 
a few manuscripts, among them a modern 4to. MS. entitled ^^Tableaitt 
present des Etats Unis par George Novion," in 369 elegantly written 
pages, with statistical tables: date, about 1791-2; sortie valuable maps^: 
charts, and engravings. The annual increase is about 500 volumes. ITie' 
library occupies two large rooms in the college edifice. The librarian is. 
engaged in classifying the books according, to subjects. There is no 
printed catalogue. A complete MS. catalogue is in preparation. Tliere- 
is no stated time for opening the library, but it is accessible at all times on 
application to the librarian. All persons connected with the institution, 
are entided to the use of the books, and others are allowed the use on ap- 
plication. Books are sometimes lent out to read, but the practice is diah- 
countenanced at present on account of former abuse of the privilege-. 
With the permission of the superior, books may be lent to persons at a 
distance. Kev. M. Feller, librarian. 

This is a very excellent library, composed for the most part of theo^ 
logical and classical books, but not deficient in other departments. 

There is a small library of some 600 volumes belonging to a society of' 
students. 

TAe Mercantile Ldbrartj—9f, 000 vols, -^The Mercantile Library AssociatioQ 
of Baltimore was established November, 1839, and incorporated January^- 
1842. The library contains (June, 1850)9,000 volumes of books, I volunif^ 
of autographs, 20 maps, 15 framed engravings, 9s of engravingjr*:' 

The yearly average increase is about TOO v^ nnual cxpendi- 
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tore for books $700. The library occupies the ground floor of the Balti- 
more Athenaeum. (See Maryland Historical Society.) Itis rooms cor- 
respond with those of the Library Compapy. A short catalogue, alpha- 
betical^ was printed in 1842, and a supplement in 1844. Another cata- 
logue (118 pages 12mo.) was printed in July, 1848. The library is 
opened «very day from 11 a. m. to 2 p. m., and from 3 to 10 p. m. Ac- 
tive members (who must be clerks by profession) pay for the privileges of 
the library $5 for the first year, and $3 for each succeeding year. Hon- 
orary members (all persons other than clerks) pay $5 per annum- James 
Crreen, librarian. 

Thft following table, compiled from the first six annual reports of the 
association (all that have been printed,,) exhibits the early progress of the 
institution. The last line shows its present condition: 



« 


No. of volumef) 
in library. 


Dollars expend- 
ed during year 
for books. 


Honorary 
members. 


Active mem- 
berak^ 


Use of libra- 


JfoTeiYibcr^ 1840... 
Do. ...1841... 
Do.... 1842^.. 


1,400 
2, 100 
2,839 
3,610 
4,393 
5,221 
9,000 


1,400 
800 
890 
640 
854 
544 
700 


141 
150 
122 


125 
262 
312 
303 
361 
571 
450 


Volumes. 
2,314 

4,204 


Do.... 1843... 


5,805 
7,800' 
8,500- 


Do. ...1844... 
Do.... 1845... 


112 


June, 1850 


250 


10,000- 



The Maryland Histcricdl Society was founded in 1843, and rmcorporated 
jiburch, 1844. The Jibrary contains 1,500 volumed, principaBy historical, 
and 270 volumies of newspapers, published mostly in Mary tend. The- 
set of the Maryland Gazette commences in 1728, and. though lihia is im- 
perfect, a complete series of papers printed in Maryland from that time to- 
the present, exists in the library. The collection of manuscripts, though 
nQt targe, embraces many of value and interest,, especially those placed 
under the care of the society by the State legislature, as the- journals of 
, the old council, smd letters to and from the governors and the proprietors. 
Among the MSS. are also several unpublished orders of General Wash- 
ington, and some valuable letters from officers of the Maryland; line, with 
regard to the southern campaign. A large and commodious building 
has been erected for the joint accommodation of fhe Maryland Historical 
Society, the ^Library Company of Baltimore, and the Mercaatile Library 
Association. The Maryland Historical Society.holds in fee the third floor 
of the Atheneeum building; and this floor is divided into foiw inter-com- 
municating apartments: a room for the use of the oflS.cers of the society,. 
which is 14 feet by 23; a meeting-room and library, 26 feet by 47 s^^d 23^ 
feet high; a gallery of fine arts, 47 feet by -53, with a ceiling^ 23 feet high, 
at the apex and sloping to 20 feet at4he walls, lighted by a skylight in t&e 
roof, affording 400 superficial feet of glazed surface; and a gallery for 
sculpture and casts frop the antiqpe, 14 by 23 feet. The rooms of the 
society are furnished in an elegant manner, with solid oak eases,, tables,. 
and chairs. The whole cost of the building was $28,182. The fkixnir- 
ixue '19. valued at $8>000. 
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As yet no regular catalogue of the library has been prepared for print- 
iing. The library is open daily from 10 in the morning until 6 o'clock in 
«^the afternoon TBJie regular meetings of the society are held upon the 
first Thursday evening of every month. The members of the society 
are, of course, entitled to the use of the library; but as the object of the 
institution is not only to collect valuable material, but to make it as gen- 
erally useful as possible, the books, original papers, &c., are at all times 
open to the examination and perusal of all who may wish to refer to them, 
subject only to the observance of such rules as are essential to their pre- 
servation. The books are not allowed to be taken from the rooms, except 
under circumstances, which appear to justify a departure from, the rule; 
because, the library being chiefly valuable for purposes of reference, it is 
thought desirable that investigations should be conducted in the rooms as 
much as possible; and much inconvenience would result to the many from 
this partial accommodation of the few. The number consulting the 
library is large, though it cannot be exactly stated. 

One of the prominent features in the plan of the society was the estab- 
lishment of chapters in the diflTerent counties of the State. It is hoped 
that this novel but admirable project may, ere long, be realized. Fran- 
cis B. Mayer is the acting librarian. 

From a letter of J. Morrison Harris, esq., corresponding secretary of the 
Historical Society, besides the foregoing statements, we quote the follow- 
ing passage, explanatory of the views of this energetic association, in the 
establishment of the gallery of art: 

*^ The gallery of fine arts is intrusted to a committee who are elected to 
serve for one year, and who make all the arrangements connected with 
exhibitions, &c. As this feature is not exactly connected with the pur- 
poses and legitimate plan of an historical society, it may be well to say 
something in explanation of its connexion with our^society. The idea 
■was first suggested by an effort which the society made, some years since, 
and stili continues, to procure the originals or copies of the portraits of dis- 
tinguished men connected with the founding of the colony, the events of 
its early history, and eminent in their associations with its annals down 
to the present time. Our plan is to raise, by yearly exhibitions of good 
pictures, a fund which will, by degtees, enable us to build up a gallery of 
our own, consisting of good copies of the best pictures of the old masters, 
and original pictures of merit by native artists; and we cherish the confi- 
dent hope that, while ihe pro'lsecution of this scheme will in no way inter- 
fere with our historical labors, it will enable us to throw open, hereafter, to 
the man of taste and to the student, a well-selected collection of paintings, 
which will produce upon the community those good effects inseparable 
from an elevated appreciation of art." 

The following is from the annual report mjide in February 1, 1849, by 
J. Spear Smith, esq., president of the society: 

'^ In the original project of the Athenajum, it was deemed^not only 
proper, but essential, to embrace within it a gallery of fine arts. Vftrious 
attempts had previously, and at different epochs, been made, to form and 
sustain societies connected with the subject, and in the hope of introducing 
the desirable accompaniment of a permanent gallery; but, notwithstand- 
ing the zeal and talent with which the^se meritorious essays were made, 
they failed of being attended with commensurate success.- If^ therefore, 
such an opportunity as. was now offered were permitted to escape, the 
day iieemed distant when.. Baltimore would be in the enjoyment of 
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SO attractive an addition to her public institutions. Tliere existed also a 
confident belief that, under the strong protection of the society, it could 
be alone instituted and successfully maintained. Tt was, consequently, 
no accidental circJfimstance which led to 'the union of a gallery with 
the society, nor did it arise from any difficulty in the disposition of the 
space allotted to it. Being thus an element m the primary scheme, the 
architect was instructed to incorporate in the plan an apartment adapted 
in its proportions, and in the proper admission of light, to this object. 
This was successfully accomplished', and with so much judgment as to 
have elicited the decided approbation of connoisseurs, and others versed 
in such matters. In accordance with the original design, the gallery fell 
under the administration of this society. This disposition of it seemed 
appropriate for many reasons, not the least of which was the connexion, 
for the most part, of the productions of the painter and sculptor with his- 
torical persons or events. It was intended, also, to increase the attractions 
and popularity of the society, by affording an agreeable and' tasteful re- 
laxation to its rhembers." 

The Odd FMows' Library-^ ,54.1 vols.— The Odd Fellows' Librarj 
was established in 1849, though some books had been collected for the- 
purpose several years before. Last year, upwards of a thousand dollars 
were expended for books. An appropriation is regularly made from the 
funds of the different lodges, but no member is taxed additionally for the 
support of the library; yet every one has the full use of it. The Grand 
Lodge has appropriated a large room — about 60 feet by 20— on the first 
floor of the hall, for its use; but it is hardly large enough to accommodate 
the numerous visitors. The hall is soon to be enlarged, and then, it is 
supposed, a fine suite of rooms will be assigned. to the library. The only 
catalogue published ^as yet, is one of the German books, (812 in' number.) 
The library is open every evening, except Saturday, from half-past 7 to 
11 in summer, and from half past 6 to 10 in winter. All the members of 
tbe Order in Baltimore (about 8,000 in number) are allowed the use of the 
books without charge. The circulation for one quarter ending July, 1S50, 
has been 2,331 volumes. John Shotton is librarian. 

Bcdtimnre Female College. — This institution was incorporated in 1850y 
with power to confer degrees; it is located in St. Paul's street. It possess- 
es a well'Selected library of 2,800 volumes, to which the older pupils 
have access. There is also a valuable collection of minerals, and a cabi- 
net of ancient and modem coins. Of ancient coins there are more'thaft 
500. [See catalogue of the B. F. C. for 1S50.] 

Library of the Mt^dicoChirvrgircU Society— 2 fiOQ vols. 

Library of the MediceU Depart hrtent. University of Maryland — 1 ,000 vo^s^ 

Law Library — 1 ,000 vols. 

Several of the Fire Comp<i?nesm Baltimore possess valuable collections 
of books. The libraries of the Mechanical Fire Company and of the 
Patapsco Fire Company number about 1,000 volumes each. 

Mechanics^ Institute Library — 1,000 vols. — ^'The Maryland Institute 
for the Promotion of the Mechanic Arts" was founded in 184-, and in- 
corporated in 1849. It receives an annual grant of .$500 from the State. 
It has held three annual exhibitions of American manufactures. It sup- 
ports a course of lectures during the winter months, and has established 
a school of design, which promises to be an important and highly useful 
branch .of the institute. Ampng the objects of the association is the cols- 
lection of a library. About 1^000 volumes have already been obtained^ 
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d vigorous efforts are making to increase the number. The institute is 
ntemplating the immediate erection of a building for its purposes. 

CHESTERTOWN. 

WasFdngton OoUege Libraries — 1,100 vois. — ^The College Library was' . 
unded .in 1783. In 1827 the college was burned down, and only 170 
)Iumes rescued from the flames. In 1844 the college was revived, a 
3w building erected, and 380 new volumes added. These, together 
ith the valuable present of State papers, and other documents, by Hon. 

A. Pearce, form an aggregate of 1,000 volumes, with some good col- • 
ctions of maps, &c. No yearly appropriation of money for the increase 
f the library has, as yet, been made, in consequence of the dietermina- 
on of the board to erect new buildings. After these are finished, a libe- 
il sum will be set apart for the purchase of books. There is a manu-' 
iript, but no printed, catalogue. Persons connected with the college are ' 
liowed the use of the books without fee. Strangers are sometimes, by 
curtesy, permitted to use the library. 8. S. Rogers, librarian. 

The Mount Vernon Society of Students, founded in 1847, has about ' 
00 volumes. ^ 

EMMETSBURG. 

Mount Si, Mary^s College Library — 4,000 vols. 

HAGERSTOWN. 

Si, Jamejs College Libraries — 3,500 vols. 

The College Library contains ... 8,500 volumes. 

The Library of the Belles Lettres Society contains 500 ^^ 

The Irving Society Library contains - - 500 '^ 

ROCKVILLE. 

The Montgomery County Library Association j founded in 1849, has a 
)nimencenient of a library (115 volumes.) The money received by- 
inual subscriptions will be devoted to the increase of the collection, 
rrangements have been made for fitting up a room in the building 
rmerly occupied as the county clerk's office for a library and reading . 
om. The library is open daily from 9 to 3 o'clock. Persons become 
Bmbers of the association by subscribing to the constitution, and paying, 
small initiation fee. O. W. Treadwell, librarian. 
The Academy at Rockville has a small library, containing about 
volumes, for the use of the students. 

SANDY SPRING. 

Sandy Spring Lbrary Company. — This library, founded in 1841, con-, 
ins about 500 volumes. About 70 volumes are added each year, and 
lOUt 40 dollars expended for books. A catalogue was printed some sir 
tars ago, containing 12 pages 12mo. The library is open daily from 6- 
m. to 10 p. m. It is restricted to members of the company, who pay 
"^e dollars for a share, and $1 50 annual subscription. Joseph Gilpinj ■ 
»rarian. 
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DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA. 

GEORGEtaWN. 

College Libraries — 26,100 vols — The library of Georgetown College 
dates from the foundation of ihe college, in 1792, and contains at 
present 25,000 volumes. Many duplicates have been given to kindred 
institutions, and a valuable collection of asitronomical works has beeu 
taken from the library and placed in the obsei-vatory attached to the col- 
lege. About $350 a year are expended for books. The library is kept in 
a room 33^ by 26 feet, most tastefully arranged with shelves of Brazilian 
wood, birds'-eye maple, curled maple, &c., the work of one of the mem- 
bers of the institution. There is alsp an octagonal room for state papers, 
journals, &c. No catalogue has been published, but one will soon be 

Jmt to press. The books are arranged according to subjects. Only the 
acuity and students of the higher branches are entitled to take books from 
the library, and the person borrowing the book is strictly prohibited from 
l^ending it to any person, even in the college. Books are very seldom lent 
out of the college; owing to the loss of several works, great caution is ex- 
ercised in lending. Rev. J. M. Finotti, hbrarian. 

The Philodeniic and Philonomosian Debating Societies have libraries of 
books in general literature, in all upwards of 1,100 volumes, purchased 
with the subscriptions of members, or presented by members on their ad- 
mission to the societies. 

The college library is one of the most valuable in the country, partic- 
ularly in theology and the classics. It contains a complete set of the 
Acta Sanctorum, tlie Church Fathers in the Benedictine .editions, and 
many works of great value and rarity, at least in this country. . 

WASHINGTON. 

The lAbrary of Congress — 50^000 vols. — The first Library of Congress 
was founded April 24, 1800. It was collecfed under the direction of Dr. 
Mitchell, Mr. Gallatin, and others, and consisted of about three thousand 
volumes, when it was destroyed by the British army on the 24th of 
August, 1814. It was a valuable collection, and was much resorted to in 
the early days of the city. The total loss of the library induced Mr. Jef- 
ferson to offer his collection to Congress. It was purchased in 1815. It 
consisted of about 7 000 volumes, for which Mr. Jefferson received 
$23,000. It fonned the nucleus of the present library, which contains 
(January 1, 1850) about 50,000 volumes, a few manuscripts, a series 
of medals designed by Denon and executed by order of the French 
government, commemorative of events during the reign of Napoleon; 
some valuable maps and charts, and busts of several of the Presidents, 
with a few paintings of interest. The yearly average increase is about 
1,800 volumes. $5,000 per annum are appropriated by Congress for the 
purchase of miscellaneous books, and $lj(»00 for law books. 

The library occupies three rooms in the Capitol, only one of which 
was originally designed for the purpose. ,The principal library-room is 
92 feet in length, 34 feet in width, and 36 feet in height. It contains 12 
alcoves — 6 on eaph side — divided by a gallery. The books are arranged 
according to subjects, on the system of Bacon ^ Catalogues have been 
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published as follows: In 1802 (10 pp. 8vo.;) supplement, 1803 (3 pp.) 
and 1808 (41 pp.;) in 1812 (101 pp. 8vo.;) in 1815 (170 pp. 4to., 
containing Jefferson's library;) supplement^ 1820 (28 pp.;) ana in 1830 
and '31 (362pp.8vo.) 

The last catalogue was printed in 1840 (747 pp. 8vo.) Th^ additions 
^nce that time are in annual supplements. A new catalogue is in press . 

The library is open every day during the sessions of Congress. During 

-^e recess it is opened on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday of each 

"week, six hours each day. Members of , Congress, the President and Vice 

President of the United States, Heads of Departments, Judges of the Su- 

Eeme Court, Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of the House, agents of the 
. ibrary Committee, and Foreign Ministers, are entitled to the use of the 
library^ and are allowed to take out books. The number of books annu- 
ally lent out is not known, nor can the number of persons consulting the 
library be stated. It is very great during the sessions of Congress. John 
IS. Meehan, librarian; E. B. Stelle and C. H. W. Meehan, assistants; 
' Robert Kearon, messenger. 

In the catalogue the wprks are classed according to the system of Lord 
Bacon. This| system was introduced by Mr. Jefferson, and, unfortu- 
nately, has been continued here, after its abandonment in most other 
libraries. It was not intended by its author as a bibliographical sys- 
tem, nor has any improvement which it has received rendered it cpnve- 
nient or useful for that purpose. 

The Library of Congress is one of great value. It is worthy of a mi- 
nute and accurate catsdogue. It would be comparatively useless with- 
out one, were it not for the catalogue of its contents written upon 
the memory of the librarians^ In a catalogue of the Library of Congress 
every book, pamphlet, map, handbill, speech, and important article in a 
review or magazine, should be entered carefully and accurately under the 
name of its author, and alphabetical and analytical indexes of subjects 
should l»e made. The catalogue should be a model performance. Such 
an one sliould not, of course, be required from the present force employed 
in the Ijbrary, which is not suflScient for the regular work of the estab- 
lishment. The making of a catalogue should be a separate affair. 

The librarian is appointed by the President of the United States, and is 
governed by rules adopted by the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of tie House of Representatives. A joint committee of the two houses 
i^ charged with the purchase of the books. 

Ubrary of tlie House of Represeniaiwes — 12,000 vols, — ^Besides the 
Library of Congress, there is in the Capitol a libmry for the use of the 
members of the House, consisting mostly of public documents, and con- 
taining several sets, nearly complete, from the first coimnencement of the 
government. The aggregate number of volumes is at present upwards 
of 12,000. The annual increase is about 400 volumes. The library oc- 
cupies a series of closets, triangular rooms, and attics, near the hall t)f the 
House, it is open daily while the House \b in session, and is tl!e con- 
stant resort of members, who alone are entitled to the use of it. There 
is no printed catalogue, but one in manuscript. Pjiilip Williams, librarian. 

Library of the SteUe Department — 7,000 vols, — Tlie library commenced 
with the <' Department of Foreign Affairs," in 1781. It contains at 
present about 7,000 volumes and 600 pamphlets. The number of maps 
and charts unbound is about 1,500. The annual increase is about 50 
volumes. About $100 are expended for books. The library is in the 
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building of the department, and occupies two rooms. The lai^risSS: 
feet long, 15 feet 9 inches wide, and 14 high, divided on one side inM'* 
seven alcoves. The smaller room is 17 feet by 15 feet 9 inches. A catt 
logue was printed in 1825, (small 8vo. 67 pp.,) and another in 1830 
(small 8vo., 150 pages.) 

Besides the public library of the State Department, there is a large col- 
lection of manuscripts relating to the history of the country, in the ar- 
chives of the department. The number cantiot now be accurately stated.' 

Copyright books— State Department, — Since May 31, 1790, when the 
first copyright act was passed, books and other articles have been accumu- 
lating in the State Department, deposited there in accordance with thel 
provisions of the law. They number at present about 10,000 velumea, 
besides maps and charts; over 3,000 pieces of music, and more than 809 
lithographic prints and engravings. 

The average annual increase of books for the last ten years has been 
about 4( »0 volumes. These articles are kept in two rooms in the State De- , 
partment, each about 18 by 21 feet and 12 feet high. They are arranged 
in close presses, according to their subject-matter. There is no complete 
catalogue. The rooms are open from 9 o'clock a. m. to 3 p. m. on office 
days. The books are not lent out. But few persons consult the library— 
probably not more than 50 a year. Charles E. Weaver, librarian. 

The Library of the War Department ^ Washington^ was organized about 
the year 1832, when Lewis Cass was Secretary of War. It contains 
about 7,000 or 8,000 volumes, all the government medals, (50 or 60 iu 
number,) and is well supplied with maps and charts. About $2,000 has 
for the last ten years been the average annual expenditure for the pur- 
chase of books. The library occupies a room in the War Depa.rtment 50 
by 18 feet, handsomely furnished. It is open every day, excepting 
Sunday, from 9 to 3 o'clock. The heads ojf departments and bureaus, 
officers of the army and navy, foreign ministers, and the clerks of the 
War Department, are entitled to the use of the books, and are allowed to 
take them from the library. Charles Lanman, librarian. 

Columbian College Libraries — 6,200 vols, — The library of the Colum- 
bian College was founded in 1821. It contains (January, 1850) about 
4,500 volurnes, and some maps, charts, and engravings. The yearly 
average increase is about 50 volumes. The collection of a fund for the 
library has been commenced. The librarian is now preparing a catalogue 
for the press. The library is opened once a week, arid kept open several 
hours. Officers, students, trustees, and such other persons as they may 
recommend, may use the books. 

There are two societies of students connected with the college, pos- 
sessing in their libraries about 1,700 volumes. 

Library of the Navy Department. — The Navy Department has no reg- 
ularly organized library. There are, however, valuable collections of 
books ip the office of the chief clerk, in the Bureau of Ordnance and Hy- 
drography, in the Bureau of Yardp and Docks, and in the Bureau of Con- 
struction. In all there are not less than 3,0OiO volumes, including Con- 
gressional documents. 

The Library of the Patent Office contains about 6,000 volumes. A cata- 
logue was printed in 1847, (34 pages 8vo.) The library has greatly in- 
creased since that time. It contains a valuable collection of works on 
chemistry, agriculture, technology, engineering, <fec. ; complete series of 
many valuable scientific periodicals; the best encyclopedias^ English^ 
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French, German, &c. It is in a room in the Patent Office, and under 
the care of a librarian appointed by the Commissioner of Patents. • 

- ' Tretisyry Department — ^2,000 vols. — Books have, from time to time, 
-"been procured by occasional appropriations by iDongress, ibr a library of 

- the Treasury Department. Until the present year, however, no such in- 
stitution has been regularly organized. Very recently Mr. John Taliaferro, 

of Virginia, has been appointed librarian; a room in the Treasury build- 
ing, 60 feet by 20, has been appropriated and fitted up for the collection; 
and measures have been taken for establishing a library upon a perma- 
nent foundation, and procuring for it books important to the officers of the 
department, for whose use the library is principally designed. 

The lAbrary of the Eiigiiie^r Department contains about 1,700 vol- 
umes, including Congressional documents, of which the sets are nearly 
complete since 1805, many manuscript official reports, and a largp num- 
ber of maps and charts relating to the defences of the country. The yearly 
avei*age increase is about 50 volumes. Books are purchased out of the 
contingent fund of the department, annually granted by Congress. The 
library is in the office of the Chief Engineer, Winder's building, and is 
open every day from 9 to 3 o'clock. Books are lent to the officers of the 
department^ the clerks, and to other plersons by courtesy. The assistant 
to the Chief Engineer is ex officio librarian. The present officer is Cap- 
tain Frederick A. Smith, United Slates engineers. 

Washington Library — 5,000 vols, — The *^ Directors of the Washington 
Library Company" were incorporated by act of Congress, approved April 
18, 1814. The library contains about 5,000 volumes, and increases at the 
rate of about 50 volumes per annum. The price of a share is $12, sub- 
ject to an annual assessment of $3. The library is open daily from 3 
o'clock till 6 p. m. A catalogue was printed in 1835, containing 75 pages 
12mo. 

The Library of the Smithsonian Institution — 6,000 vols.-^The Smithso- 
nian Institution was established by act of Congress, 10th August, 1846, 
upon a fund bequeathed by James Smithson, esq., of England. The act 
of Congress provides that the Board of Regents, to whom is intrusted the 
management of the institution, shall make an annual appropriation, not 
fexceeding $25,000 a year^ for the collection of a library. By a resolution 
of the Regents the whole mcome of the institution is to be perpetually di- 
vided into two equal parts; one-half to be devoted to the publication of 
memoirs, reports, &c., the instituting of researches, and the support of 
lectures, (fcc; the other part to collections in -science, literature and art. 
Common expenses are to be divided equally between the two departments. 
As the museum and cabinet =will require but small annual appropriations, 
the greater part of the half of the income devoted to collections will be ex- 
pended for a Ubrary. From this provision, and from gifts, exchanges, 
and bequests, we may iustly hope to see, ere long, upon this foundation 
a library worthy of the United States of America — one which shall release 
U9 from a provincial dependance in literary matters upon the libraries of 
Europe. As a full account of the collection at present belonging to the 
institution will be found in the librarian's report (to which this is an ap- 
pendix,) it is unnecessary to give further details in this place. The fibrary 
is open daily, during business hours. The books are accessible to ail who 
wish to use them in the room. The use of the library is already consid- 
^able. The number of visitors is very great. C. C. Jewett, hbraiian. 
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The National Institute for the Promotion of Science was foundetf 
Washfngton ia May, 1840, and incorporated by act of Congress, appwr^ 
27th July, 1842. The library contains 3;173 volumes and pamphjets. tr 
has three mamiscripts, vh: two Arabic, and one illuminated Latin. Thef<* 
are, also, considerable collections of maps, charts, and engravings. Inthl^'j 
cabinet are many medals, coins, &c. The library has been received en- 
tirely by donation and exchange. It is of course quite miscellaneous^ 
but it contains many valuable scientific and historical works, and transac- 
tions of learned societies. Many useful and costly books have been ob- 
tained for the institute by Mr. Alexandre Vattemare, the well known ad- 
vocate of the system of international exchanges. • The library occupes^ 
temporarily, a room, 22 feet square, in the Patent Office of the United 
States. There is no printed catalogue, but one in manuscript. The li- 
brary is always opened when calls are made especially for books; but 
there arc no stated times for opening it. No rules have been adopted re- 
specting the use of the library. Members of the institute are entitled to 
visit the library, and there consult books as they wish; but they cannot 
take them away. Dr. -James H. Causten, jr., librarian. 

Jefferson Apprentices^ Library — 2,000 vols. 

Library of the Obseroatory — 500 vo&. — The observatory (depot of charts 
and instruments) was established in 1842, under the Navy Department. 
Its library is composed mostly of mathematical works. 

VIRGINIA. 

BERRYVILLE. 

The Academy Library — l,060t7ofe. — The president and trustees of this 
institution, in their report to the president of the literary fund, in 1835, state: 
*^ About 25 years since a lot of ground, containing about two acres, was 
procured in the town of Berry ville, and a building erected thereon by pri- 
vate contribution, at an expense of about $3,000, which has since been 
constantly occupied as an English and classical academy. A few years 
since further subscriptions were entered into for the gradual purchase x)f a 
library of about 1,000 volumes, to be attached to the academy; which 
library is also in successful operation, and promises to be extensively use- 
ful, both to the students of the academy and to the residents In its imme- 
diate neighborhood." 

BETHANY. 

College Libraries — 2,280 fo&. — The library of B^ethany College was 
founded in 1840, and contains 1,224 volumes, 12 maps and charts, and 
21 engravings. One-half of the matriculation fees received from students 
is devoted to the library. The fund consequently fluctuates with the 
number of new students each successive session. The library is opened 
one hour each week. All persons connected with the institution •are 
entitled to the use of the library. Books are not lent to other persons. 
There are two literary societies connected with the college. The Neotro- 
phian Society, founded in November, 184fl, has a library of S62 volunies. 
The American Literary Institute, founded in December, 1841, has a 
library of 494 volumes. J. D. Pickett, librarian. 
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BOYDTOWN, MECKLENBURG COUNTY. 



^9 * Library of Randolph Macon OoUes^e, 7iear Boydtown — 6,000 vqls, — 

^* This institution was incorporated in 183*2. Its library and mineralogical 

cabinet are valued, in the report to the president of the literary fund, in 

183.5, at §2,500. The number of volumes in its libraries is stated in the 

--American Almanac, for 1850, at 6,000. 



BRUNSVflCK COUNTY. 

Ebenezer Academy y incorporated in 1795, reports to the president of 
the literary fund, in 1835, ^^a small library."' 

CAROLINE COUxVTY. 

I 

RappaJuinrwck Acadftmy. — Incorporated 1809-'10. The trustees in 
their report to the president of the literary fund, in 1835, say: ^^Conne^ted 
with the institution is a library, selected, for the most part, by the late 
Colonel John Taylor, who may be regarded as the ftither of the institu- 
tion, and purchased with funds obtained by the sale of the organ belong- 
ing to Mount Church. The library contains works on law, medicine, 
theology, history, biography, science, geography, political economy, <fcc., 
d&c. It is, however, very inadequate to the wants of the academy; but 
such additions are made to it, from time to time, as its feeble means will 
allow." 

CHARLOTTESVILLE. 

Library of the University of Virginia — 18,378 vols. — The library was 
founded in 1825, and contains 18,378 volumes, 24 maps and charts, and 
2,000 engravings. The yearly average increase for the latt ten years has 
been 413 volumes. The yearly average expenditure, prior to 1848, $500; 
for 1848, $1,000. The regular annual appropriation, out of the revenues 
of the university, is $500. The Madison legacy of $1,500 yields $90 
per annum, for the increase of the collection. The library occupies the 
third story and dome of the rotundo — a circular bricfi: building, 75 feet in 
diameter, erected in 1825, expressly for a library, for $70,0U0. The twa 
lower stories are used for lecture-rooms, laboratory > museum, <fcc. A 
catalogue was printed in 1828 containing 116 pages 8vo. The library is 
Dpen daily for an hour and a half. The rector, visitors, professors, and 
students of the university, and no others, are entitled to the use of the 
tibrary. To these persons books are lent out under certain prescribed 
limitations. About 3,000 are taken out annually. About 275 persons, in 
i year, consult the library without taking away books. William Westen- 
baker, librarian. 

"Thjs library was originally selected and arranged by Mr. Jefferson. It 
lias since been augmented by several valuable donations, among which 
ire the legacy of Mr. Madison, amounting to 587 volumes; that of the 
ate Christian Bohn, esq., a generous and enlightened citizen of Rich- 
aiond, amounting to 3,380 volumes; and a donc^tion of 234 works by an 
unknown and benevolent lady, through the Rev. Dr. Alexander, of 
Princeton. It contains an unusually large proportion of standard literary 
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and scientific works in the principal European languages, together withi 
rich and extensive collection of engravings." [Annual catalogue, 18'I8-*9» 

EMORY, WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

^ Emory and Hciirij College Libraries-^S, 001 vols.j— The .college lib! 
was founded in 1839, and contains 2,591 volumes, 51 maps and char 
and 63 coins. The yearly average increase, for the last ten years, 
been 250 volumes. The average annual expenditure about $75, rais 
by a tax of $1 a year on each person using the library. A catalogue (5 
pages 12mo.) was printed in 1846. The library is open one hour and 
half each week. Any person paying the fee, and conforming to the rules,] 
may borrow the books. E. Longley, librarian. 

There are two societies of students possessing libraries: the Herme-I 
sian Society, 2,693 volumes; and the Calliopean Societyj^ 2,717 volumes. 

» FAIRB'AX COUNTY. 

The Episcopal Theological Semhiary of Virginia— A: ^^^^ vols, — ^Thel^ 

library, founded , contains 4,995 volumes, besides a considerable 1^ 

number of unbound periodicals and pamphlets. There is no permanent |^ 
fund for the library. About $50 a year aie appropriated by the trustees 
. for the purchase of books. The library -room is about 30 feet by 16. The 
library is opened twice a week. Those connected with the institution, 
and a few gentlemen in the neighborhood, are entitled to the use of the |_ 
books. About 650 books are lent out in a year. There is a small library 
(200 volumes) belonging to the Rhetorical Society. Professor Packard, 
D. D., librarian. 

LEXINGTON. 

• 

Washington College Libraries — 4,997 vols, — ^The college libiary was 
founded in the spring of 1776. On October 13, 1774, a resolution was 
passed by the Hanover presbytery, appointing a committee to raise sub- 
scriptions for this purpose. In 1837 the library, though mor^ than 60 
years old, scarcely contained 700 volumes, and those were in a very shat- 
, tered condition. It had no fund or other means of increase. A small 
fee has, for several years, been imposed upon every matriculate, which is 
devoted to the library, and yields from $125^ to $150 per annum. Since 
: 1837, about 230 volumes of public documents have been received from 
Congress, and about 420 volumes, "of a solid and substantial chafacter," 
•have been added by purchase. The library now contains 1 1397 volumes. 
The college l^ws provide only for its use by students and professorsj who / 
can have access, any day for consultation, and can take out books on the I 
regular days twice a week. Other persons would doubtless be sdlowed I 
the use of the books on applying for permission. I 

There are, besides, two literary societies connected with the college, 
possessing libraries of 1,800 volumes each. Rev. P. Calhoun, librarian. 

Virg'Uia Military InsHluie. —The library, founded in 1841 , contains 
2,5C0 volumes. The average annual increase has been 250 volumes. 
For the last five years, the State legislature has appropriated $500 per ao- 
num for the library. This is the only permanent resource. A rpofu, 
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&0 by 20 feet, id Ae public building, is appropriated to the use of the 
library. The library is open half an hour each week. The use of it to 
tjfficers and cadets is gratuitous. About 1,500 volumes a year are lent 
oat. Any person of respectability can always procure a book on applica- 
Uon« Uol. Francis H. Smith, librarian. 

MADISON COURT-HOUSE. 

Library Assnciaiian-^Si vols, — Founded January 1, 1842. The library 
^contains 3S3 volumes, 2 manuscripts, 35 maps, 6 charts. It is opened 
once a week, and kept open two hours. A person may become a mem- 
ber bY paying $1 per annum. T. J. Humphreys, librarian. • 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY. 

Ax^ademy lAbrary-^lBQ vols. — Founded in 1819. The trustees in their 
report to the president of the litprary fund, in 1835, state: ^*- The trustees 
have commenced a library, and have procured about 150 volumes of 
books, a set of globes and surveying instruments, and some maps; and 
for the want of funds, are unable to proceed further in this way." 

i 

« PARKERSBURG. 

lAterary Association — 360 vols. — Incorporated January 11, 1844. The 
library was commenced in the autumn of that year, and contains 360 vol- 
umes. About $40 a year are expended for books. The library is open 
•every week-day during business hours. Persons entitled to the use of 
the books are: 1. Members of the association, who pay three dollars per 
annam^ 2. Subscribers, who pay $2 per aniium; 3. Apprentices, wards, 
and children of members or subscribers (they being responsible,) at$l per 
annum. The average annual issue of books is about 225. Non subscri- 
bers may obtain the use of books by depositing their value. S. 0. Shaw, 
librarian* 

PKINCK EDWARD COUNTY. 

JJidon Theological Seminary — 4,306 vols — This institution is under 
the direction of the Presbyterians. It was founded in 1812. The library 
was founded in 1828, and contains 4,306 volumes and some manuscripts. 
The increase is slow; less than 100 volumes a jrear. Efforts are in pro- 
gress to raise a fund for enlarging the library. The books are kept at 
present in the gallery of the seminary chapel. There is a catalogue, 
printed in 1833, of 107 pages 8vo. The library is open on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, one hour. All persons connected with the seminary and the 
faculty of Hampden Sidney College are entitled to the use of the books. 
The collection is a very valuable one, and is often consulted; but books 
are not lent out to others besides those mentioned, except on the personal 
responsibility of the librarian. The Society of Inquiry on Missions has 
200 bound volumes and a multitude of papers and pamphlets. Rev. Sam- 
uel S. Graham, librarian. ^ 

Hampden Sidney College Libraries — 8,000 vols. — This college was 
chartered in 1783. In 18J5; the president and trustees; in their report to 
Mis.— 10 
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the president of the literary fund, say: '* The coHegte hias a few bdoto Jl 
scarcely deserving the name of a library. The two societies have eadir 
a respectable library." **By the censua of 1840, this institution had 651 
students, and 8,000. relumes in its library." [Howe^s Hist. CoB'.} Thtflj^ 
number probably includes the books in the sodety librarits, ^ 

PRUNTYTOWN, TATLOH COtTNTT. 

I T 

Eecior College Library — 2,000 vob. — This college was chanered bjr 
the legislature in 1838. It was opened for the reception of students in 1839, 
The library was fopnded in 1840. It is a *'' valuable collection of more 
than 2,i00 volumes, containing the Latin and Greek classics, a choice se- 
lection of works of modern authors, English, French, Gferman, Spanish, 
(fee. In the departments of theology, anatomy, mathematics, history, and 
moral science and law, are many standard authors.'' The whole Bbrary 
was collected in contributions from a great number of clergymen ^officew 
of colleges and seminaries,, and individuals in the New EngJaYid States, 
but mostly in Massachusetts. The room occupied by the Hbrary is 8S^ 
leet square, in the third story of the brick building erected for the col- 
lege in 1838- '39. The library is open one hour a week, AH the officers 
and students are entitled to the use of the library; the latter pay fifty cents 
a year for the privilege. Books are also lent to persons living in the town 
and vicinity. Besides the college library, the principal has a private 
library of 1,000 volumes, acessible to all the students. Charles Wheeler, 
principal. 

RICHMOND. 

Siate Library of Virginia — 14,000 vols. — Pounded in 1825, and con- 
tains about 14,000 volumes. There is a permanent fund derived from 
sales of books and maps published by the State, devoted to the -increase 
of the library. It will yield about $2,000 per annum. The library occu- 
pies two rooms in the capitol; the larger 35 feet square, with' a gallery 
containing an upper range of shelves; the smaller room is about 30 feet by 
15. Several catalogues have been printed. The last is ^^A Catalogue of 
the Library of the State of Virginia, arranged alphabetically, under dif- 
ferent heads, with the number and size of the volumes of each work speci- 
fied; to which are prefixed the rules and regulations provided for its gov- 
emment"-— 157 pages 8vo.: Richmond, 1849; it is a handsomely printed 
catalogue, in which the books are arranged under twelve divisions. The 
departments best supplied are those of law, politics, and history^ The 

, general collection is very good. About 200 volumes have been received / 
through M. Vatternare's system of exchanges. The library is open daily, 
Sundays and holidays excepted, from 9 a. m. to 3 p.m. Officens of gov- 

.ernment, judges of the courts, and members of the legislature are entitled 
to the use of the library. The customary courtesies are extended to visit- 
ors and to persons engaged in literary or scientific research. A note pay- 
able to the governor for double the value of the book, o rset to which it 
belongs, must be given by any person taking a book from the library, 
conditioned upon its prompt and safe return. The note is to contain a 
further forfeiture for every day's detention of the book beyond the specified 
limev W4 £[« KichardsOB;*Ubrarian;^ea: o|^^.^ 
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JVte VirgiMa Historical and Philoaophical Sodety — 1,200 vols. — This 

jmxiety was formed 29th December, 1831. The General Assembly, by 

An act of the 10th March, 1834, incorporated the society, and by resolu- 

•tion of the 6th February, 1835, directed to be presented to it a copy of the 

lai^ map of Virginia, and such books and papers belonging to the library 

fiind as the joint committee on the library may designate. A leading 

object of the society was to collect and preserve books and papers, both in 

print and manuscript, relating to the history of America, and especially of 

Virginia^ to make its library a repository of everything of the kind, as {blx 

as practicable. [Scfe preface to C. Robinson's "Voyages to North America, 

1620 to 1673," 8vo.: Richmond, 1848. Prepared for the society.] 

The library of the society now contains about 200 volumes, and. about 
£0 manuscripts, relating chiefly to the history of Virginia, and a few 
medals, coins, and relics. But few purchases have been made. The 
litoury is kept in a large room in the law building, in which the meetings 
of the society are also held. It is open for consultation daily at all hours. 
'Members of the society can iutreduce others. No books are allowed to 
be taken from the room. Perhaps 100 different persons consult the col- 
lectioa in a year. William Maxwell, corresponding secretary and 
librarian. 

The private library of Mr. Maxwell, lent to the society and deposited 
in their rooms, contains about 1,000 volumes. 

Richmond College lAhrcBry — 1,200 1»&. — This library, founded in 1843, 
.contains 1,200 volumes, a few maps, and about 40 diagrams for illustrating 
natural philosophy. The library oceupies a room (12 by 18 feet) in the 
college building. It is opened once a week for half an hour, and fre- 
quently at other times, by request. Students who have the gospel min- 
istry in view, pay nothing; other students pay $1 per annum for the use of 
the books. The Mu-Sigma*Rho Society has 60 volumes of books and a 
reading-room, with 6 periodicals, accessible by paying 6^ cents per month. 
Robert Ryland, president. 

The Library Association — 1,600 vols. — This association published, in 
1841 a catalogue of its library, in 22 pp. Svo. 

ROMNET. 

lAbrary of the Literary Socieiy — 1,000 w)&.-r*The '^Literary Society 
of Romney" Avas founded on the 4th of P^ebruary, 1819, and incorporated 
by an act of the General Assembly of Virginia, passed January 3, 1823. 
A leading object of its institution was the purchase of a library of valuable 
standard authors, by the annual subscription of its members-— an object 
which has been since steadily pursued, its present library of 1,000 vols, 
having been acquired solely by this means. By the liberality of the 
legislature (acts of the 6th of January, 1832, and of 16th of February, 
1844,) the society, having then become possessed of considerable means, 
procured an act to be passed on the 12th of December, 1 846, conferring 
Upon it authority " to establish at or near the town of Romney a seminary 
ot learning, for the instruction of youth in the various branches of science 
aad literature. ' ' Immediately after tlie passage of this last act the <^ Rom- 
ney Classical Institute" was founded under the auspices of the society, 
aud is in a very prosperous condition. After 1853 the society will have 
received an endowment of ^^000 \ ai^ will possess f^ p > t fund of 
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$1 2,000, yielding $720 per annum; one half of which is devoted to the 
support of the Romney Classical Institute, and the remainder to the par- 
poses of the Literary Society— the purchase of books, philosophical ap^ 
ratus, <fcc. In 1845 a handsome brick building (two stories high, main 
building 54 feet by 40, with a wing forming a convenient residence for 
the principal of the institute) was built by the Literary Society, for its 
own use, and for an academy. The building and grounds coi§t about 
$8,000. The upper story of the main building is devoted to the use of 
the society, and is divided into two rooms — a hall for meetings, and a 
library. The meetings of the society are held in public, semi-monthly, 
for the discussicm of questions literary, moral, <fcc.;and lectures on various 
subjects are occasionally delivered before it, by its own members or others, 
on the invitation of the society. By resolutions of the society, the use 
of its library is extended to ministers of the gospel of all denominatkms 
gratis, and to citizens generally on the same terms as those on which it is 
enjoyed by its own members. A " catalogue of the members and library" 
was printed at Romney, June I, 1849: 16 pages l6mo. There are at 
present twenty regular members, who pay $3 each per annum to the 
library fund; and eight library members, admitted under certain regula- 
tions of the society, and paying the same fees. Persons having the use 
of the library are furnis-hed with keys, and may enter at any time. Cler- 
gymen of the village, or vicinity, and the principal of the institute, ars 
the only persons to whom the privileges of the library have been gratu- 
itously extended. The librarian is A. P. White, of Romney. The prin- 
cipal of the institute is E. J. Meany. 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

William and Mary College Library — 6,000 vols, — This collie, next 
to Harvard the oldest in the country, was founded in 1692. It is not 
known with certainty when the library was commenced. It now num- 
bers about 5,000 volumes. It is supported by* a matriculation fee, or tax, 
of $5 a year from each student, amounting to about $400 a year. The 
library is opened one hour a week. There is no printed catalogue. Pro- 
fessor M. J. Smead, librarian. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

CHAPEL HILL. 

Libraries of the University of North Carolina — 11,847 vols. — ^The Uni- 
versity of North Carolina was incorporated December 11, 1789. The 
business of education was commenced early in the year 1795. At that 
time the library was begun. (See History of the University of North 
Carolina, American Quarterly Register, November, 1842.) It now con- 
tains 343 folios, 357 quartos, 2,536 octavos, and 265 duodecimos; in all, 
3,501 volumes, besides a collection of manuscripts, principally relating to 
the history of North Carolina. The shelves of the room occupied as a 
library have been for some time more than full; and for this, among other 
reasons, little effort has been made to increase the library. A separate 
building is in contemplation, and will probably be erected during the eiv- 
suingyearj and^ when this is completed, it is expected that systematio 
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anangements will be made for the increase of the library. The library 
is open five times a week, an hour at a time. The faculty and the stu- 
dents use the library without fees. Ashbel G. Brown, A. M., librarian. 
There are two literary societies conne(Hed with the college which have 
valuable libraries. The Dialectic Society has 26 folios, 93 quartos, 2,478 
octavos, and 1,938 duodecimos; in all, 4,535 volumes. A catalogue was 
printed in 1821, (21 pp. 12mo.,) containing 1,673 volumes; another in 
1^^^ (26 pp. 8vo.,) containing 3,060 volumes. The PhiiarUkropic Society 
has 26 folios, 167 quartos, 3,§14 octavos, 804 duodecimos, et inf.; in alli 
4^311 volumes. A catalogue was published in 1S22, (IS pp. Svo.,) con- 
taining 1,473 volumes. These libraries are in buildings apparently con- 
nected with the wings of the other college buildings; separated, however, 
by a wall and copings of some four feet high. They were erected in 
1d47, of brick, at an expense of $10,000. The rooms are fitted up with 
alcoves 8 by 8 feet on each side. The central aisle is 20 feet wide; the 
length of the room 37 feet. All residents on the Hill who seem to be 
TOoper persons to have books, are allowed to use them without charge. 
The libraries are opened twice a week for an hour. The books in both 
aie well selected, and in fine condition: they are much used. 

MECKLENBITRG COUNTY. 

Damdson College Libraries — 1,200 vols* 

BALEIGH. 

State Library^SfiOO vols. 

. SALfiM* 

T%c Fayette Academy possesses a library, founded in 1804, containing 
about 1,500 volumes. The library is for the use of the teachers and 
pupils of the academy, which is an unincorporated institution of the Mo- 
ravian Church. E. A. de Schweinitz, principal. 

VALLE CRUCI8, WATAUGA COUNTY. 

Mission School Library — 1,500 vols* 

WAKE FOREST. 

Wake Forest College Libraries-— 4:,700 vols. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

* 

CHARLESTON. 

TTie Library Society— ^^000 vols.— The library was founded in 1748. 
On the 15th of January, 1778, it was nearly destroyed by fire; only 185 
volumes of 5,000 or 6,000 being saved. It now contains 20,000 volumes. 
Its average annual increase for the- last ten years has been 180 volumes, be- 
eides pamphlets. Average annual expenditure for the same period, about 
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$} ,000. 'f he income of* the insHttiticrti is derived from an aimnal assietth 
meiit upon the members of $10 ^ch ; from rents of rooips and bufldin 
belonging to the society, and frbti^ admission fees of new members, $ 
each. It of course varies with the ri»e- or fell of re;it, and the n^tunb^er 
of new members admitted. It is at present about $2j500, A bride 
building, erected and long occupied by the Bank of South CaroKttir' 
was purchased about ten yesats ag:d by the society, and the upper stpjy, 
consisting of one room 40 feet by S5y and ti«^6 others, each 20 fwl 
square, was fitted up at an expense of $2,€ti6 for the Khmry. Tbe roplpi 
on the firist story are rented as offices. A three-story brick b$|^dilQg.bi^ 
longing to the estate is rented W a dwelhng-hovrse. I 

<'A catalogue of th^- bobks belonging to tl^ Ghs^rle^ton Library Society, 1 
published by order oi" the society,^' containing 375 pages 8vo-, wa? 
printed at Charleston in 18^6. This is a classed catalogue, with an alpha- 
betical index of authors apd the titles of anonymous wotks. The piiisfikce 
contains a minute ki^tory of the society, wiih i^me excellent remavksdn 
the arrangement and cataloguing of a library. 

Volume two of the catalogriie^ containing books purchased since 1886^ 
in 144 pp. 8vo., was printed at Oharlfeston in 1845. • ITiis volume, il 
classified, but the classification is different from that of the first volume. 
It has no index. 

"A list of books obtained by the Charleston Library Society si^ce |he 
publication of the second volume o^ the catalogue of books, beings the 
first supplement to the same, prepared by the librarian, and printed by 
order of the society," was published in 1847, at Charleston. It i» alpha- 
betical, and contains 23 pages 8vo. Several cat^ogues were printed 
before the destruction of the first library: in 1790, in 1 802, in 1806, an- 
other in 1811, Avhen the library contaiiiefl 7,000 volumes. Some supple^ 
mentary pages were printed in 1816 ai^td 1818. 

The library is open every day, Sundays and holidays excepted^ firoro 
10 o'clock a. m. to 3 o'ciack p. ml. About 5,000 volumes are lent out 
annually to members of* the society or to their orders. The bookxunn- 
mittee may extend the privileges of the library occasionidly to others* 
William Logan, secretary, and iibrarian. 

The following interesting sketch of the history of this important insti- 
tution is taken from the preface to the catalogue 6f 1826: 

"The Charleston Library Society owes its origin to seventeen young 
gentlemen, who, in the year 1748, associated for the purpose of raising a 
small fund to ^collect such new pamphlets* and magazines as should 
occasionally be published in Great Britain. They advanced and remitted 
to London ten pounds sterling as a fund to purchase such pamphlets as 
had appeared during the current year, acting at first undfer a mere verbal 
agreement and without a name. Before the close of the year their views 
became more extensive/ and oh the 28th December, rules lor the organiza- 
tion of the society were ratified and signed, when they assumed the name 
of a Library Society , and made arrangements for the acquisition of books 
as well as of pamphlets. 

"Officers were first elected on the 1st of April, 1749, and a few m^oabers 
were added during the spring and summer of that year. But as soon ds 
the benefits of such an association were distinctly understood, the society 
became popular, and before the ck)8e oi the year 1750 numbered more 
than 160 members. 



^'Efforts were made al at> early period to obtain an act of incorporation. 
the spring of 1751, through the influence of some of its members, a 

ft-for incorporating the society was passed through both houses of As- 

nbly>, but was defeated hy the governor, who refused his assent and 
lature. In the spring of 1752 another bill was passed through the 
stature, which shared the same fate; and in 1753 the agent of the 

bny in London was requested to .make every exertion in bis power lo 
1 from the Privy Council in Grant Britain a charier for the society, 
ismictions to the governor to ratify ths act which botli houses of the 
Colonial Assembly had passed. Upon an application to the Board of 
IVade by the agent, and somB gentlemen who interested themselves in 
belialf of the society, they were informed that the measure was not con- 
sidered as contrary to his Majesty's instructions, but that it was unprece- 
dented (o ratily in England a bill to which the governor of a province 
had refused his assent. 

"It is difficult now to ascertain the causes which created these obstruc- 
tions to the incorporation of a literary society. But the etfect was injurious, 
and had nearly produced a dissolution of the association. The members 
finally resolved to place their funds at interest, and make no further pur- 
chases until a charter csuld beobiained._ Aliiird hi!!, however, was passed 
in 1754, to which U ivernorGlen finally' gave his assent, and on the 24tii 
June, 1755, it was confirmed by the Crown. 

"From this time the progress of ihe society was rapid and satisfactory. 
The members continued lo invest a portion of their income in bonds, and 
soon began to embrace in their views the establishment of an institution 
fi>r education in connexion with their library. 

"Such was the increase of their funds, that in January, 1775, the 
amount in bonds was ..^1^,1)00, and between two and three thousand 
pounds were added to this sum between this period and the 1st of January, 
1778. 

"'I'he library of the society, at the same time, was receiving regular ad- 
ditions from annual purchases and the donations of individuals, which 
were then frequent. Great atieniion appears, from the minutes of the 
society, to have been paid at this period to classical literature, and many 
discussions took place as to the portion of the funds which should be 
inntially applied to this department of literature. The collection of clas- 
sical authors and of commeutators on the classics was not only respecta- 
ble from its number, but valuable for the selection; for some excellent 
scholars then superintended this portion of its labors. 

"It was in all probability this steady adherence of the society to thts 
future establishment of an academy or college, (for the prolisssors indicated 
in the rep^jrt of the committee were adapted to a crllegiale course of 
studies,) and the complexion of the library, that induced Mr. John 
M'Kfiiizie, a lawyer of eminence in Oharlesion, who died in t^je summer 
of 1771, to bequeath a valuable library to the society for the use of a 
college when erected in this province. These books were received, dis- 
tinctly marked, and always kept apart from the books of the society. 

" The commencement of our revolutionary struggle suspended all 
schemes of improvement. It soon became dilRcult for the society to col- 
lect its funds — it became more dilRcnlt to invest them; a large 
placed in the treasury of the State, and the certificates of this debt were 
for a long time unproductive memorandums. 

" But a heavier calamity awaited the society. The fire of the 15th 
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January, 1778, which destroyed nearly one half of Charleston; broke out 
a litde after midnight in the immediate vicinity of the library. Prom the 
hour, the violence of a north wind which unfortunately blew, and the cohi- 
bustible materials with which our houses were usually buitt^ the neigh- 
borhood was enveloped in flames before any eflisctual assistance could be 
rendered. The library, which then contained, according to the state- 
ment of Dr. Ramsay, who was a member at the time, between five and 
six thousand volumes, almost totally perished. A melancholy recoid on 
the journals states that only 185 Volumes were saved, and many of tbese 
were volumes of mutilated sets. 

^' M'Kenzie's library, from some circumstance, probabJy accidental, 
fared better than that of the society: about two-thirds of the books were 
saved, though many of the sets were broken. 

^' This loss could not at that time be repaired. The war closed ourcom- 
munication with England, and the British maritime force intercepted our 
intercourse with Europe. A few books were procured in the city, biit 
Charleston itself fell into the possession of the British in the spring of 1780. 

" Prom a report made to the society ir* October, 1786, it appears that 
Pr. J. Fariau, who had been elected librarian in January, 1780, remained 
in Charleston during the time that this city was occupied by the 'British 
troops; that he took charge of the library, removing it with him from place 
to place as circumstances compelled him to change his habitation, and that 
it was owing to his Assiduous care that the remnants of these libraries were 
saved from entire destruction. 

" Immediately after the peace the society was reorganized, oflScers were 
appointed, and its meetings regularly resumed. But its ftmds were in a 
I'uinous condition. Its members had been widely scattered by the acci- 
dents of war. Some had perished, many left the country, and those thai 
remained could render but little effectual aid to its treasury. The coun^ 
try had been rendered desolate. The fortunes of individuals were pros- 
trated, and where the bonds remaining to the society were eventually 
good, it was diflicult to collect either the principal or the interest. For 
several years, although some few purchases of books were made, the so- 
ciety seemed to exist rather as a social club than as a literary association. 

" If a catalogue entered on the books on the 3d November, 1790, i» 
faithful — and there seems no reason to doubt its correctness — the library of 
the society then contained only 342 volumes, and M'Kenzie's books were 
reduced to 403 volumes. The librarian's minutes corroborate this state- 
ment, for they show that, in 1790 and ^91 , it was uncommon for more 
than three persons to take out books in the course of a month, and in 
some months none were borrowed. 

'^ At length, m 1790, some debts due the society were put in a train for 
payment, and the indents which had been received for the money de- 
posited at ^e commencenjent of the war in the treasury of the State, 
amounting to about $11,000, which, though frequently urged, it had 
wisely declined to sell, were funded and rendered valuable, it was then 
ordered that this stock should be sold ; that $^6,400 should be subscribed 
to the Bank of the United States, and that the remainder, with whatever 
sum should be received from their bonds or notes, should be applied 
to the purchase of books. The resolutions for the establishment of 
an academy were at this time finally repealed. The books which 
were imported in consequence of these orders, and which, from many 
circumstances^ were delayed until the close of the year lT93j niay 
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I considered as the foundation of our present collection. From this 
pae the increase of the library has been regular though moderate, and 
pearly misfortunes of the society witi account for its deficiency in an- 
Int literature, and even in the political writing which preceded our 
tolutionary contest. In 1808, the books in the library amounted to 
loo volumes; by the catalogue of 1811, to 7,000; and the number now 
bbabty exceeds 12,000. 

l"If this library should be found small, it must he remembered that it 
"B been formed.wilhin a few years, from tiie very moderate coniribution 
of its members. It has no patron to boast of — no act of public munifi- 
cence to record. If we except a few donations of single volumes or sets 
oi books," and one legacy from Benjamin Smith, in 1770,of about $600, 
(^1,000 currency,) we find no memorial of other assistance. 

" Previous to 1765, the library was kepi at the houses of the respective 
librarians. 

" Gabriel Maniganlt, esq., who had been president or vice president of 
the society for many years, then presented the society with a lease for 
twenty-one years of a convenient buildingj in or near Kinloch court, 
aad prepared it for the library at his own expense; and the library was 
removed there in the beginning of 1765, and continued until the fire of 
177S. Mr. Carwithen died in the summer of 1770, and Will. Hon was 
appointed librarian; he resigned in a few months, and Thomas Powell 
was elected on the 4th February, 1771; after holding the office four- 
teen months he resigned, and Samuel Price succeeded ill April, 1772; he 
continued in oflice until the end of 1778, and Fr. J, Fariau was elected 
in 1779, and again in 1780, and continued librarian until the summer 
of 1783. After the fire of 1778, tenaporary accommodations were pro- 
cured for the library. In Jannary, 1780, VVill. H. Gibbes, esq., nifered. 
a part of his office; the remnants of the library, however, appear to have 
been cased up afier this time, for, in April, 1783, a committee was ap- 

Kinled ' W inquire for a proper room, that the books may be opened.' 
r. Dan, Cannon loaned the society a room in (Jueen street for a short 
time; but when Mr. John M'CnIi was elected librarian on the 1st" July, 
1783, he removed the books to his oflice. In April, 1784, the intHiidant 
and wardens of the city ofl'ered the society a room in ihe Exchange, 
vhitber the books were removed. In October, 1787, the council required 
their room, and the Ubrary was placed at the corner of Broad street and 
the bay. In January, 1788, it was removed to the corner of Tradd street 
and the bay. In January, 1791, it was again removed to the corner of 
Broad and Church streets, and in November, 1792, finally placed in the 
room it now occupies in the upper story of the court-house. 

" When the conrt-house was rebuilt by subscription, after having been 
burnt in 17S8, the members of the Library Society subscribed very 
liberally, and promoted the subscription with their influence, with an un- 
dersianding that their books would be permitted to occupy some portion 

•" li JcaerireB to be noticed lliat the iinliviilual lo whom this aiicicly has been most fcpqiiPtiiljr 
ttDd ptrhans mail exicnfively i'lilelied, ii an irihalifiiint n( Parts. Pussin; iiiiiic timn in Cata- 
Unft Willi ilia Taiiier, mu'iy yeata ixin,\ttty reiicivnd Trum Bnmc oritsiiiliaUlaiiU th'isp liwfiiiulile 
sttenliona whieli ihe ciiizena of litis country Ijke so niiicli pltBsure in payiiig lo flr.in^To.un j 
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of the buildii)gr-«Qd in this a^angemeattheie has been bithefto a liberal 
acquiescence." 

Apprentices^ Library^Sy500.vob, — The. society xras incorporated 18th 
JTecember, 1824, and rechart^ed in December, 1840. The library wai 
first opened June 1, 1824. It now contains about 8,500 volumes; about 
50 maps and charts, and six portraits of gentlemen distinguished in the 
Revolution; also a philosophical apparatus, worth about 500 doUars, and 
a pair of globes of three feet diameter, and new. The average annual in- 
crease is about 600 volumes. The average armualexpej^diture for books 
is about $160. A brick building wj^th a tin roof was.erccted for the in- 
stitution in 1840, at a cost of 814,600. It is 78 feet long, 34 feet, wide, 
and two stories high. The upper story iis occupied solely as a lecture- 
room. The lower story contains a library 57 feet by 29, aad two reading-, 
rooms, each 23 >feet:.by 12. A catalogue . (336 pages . $mall 8vo.) was 
printed in 1840. 

The library is open every df^y (except Sundays) from 4 o'clock p. m. 
till 9 in winter, and 10 in summer. Bopks are lent to members af the so* 
ciety, their familips, and apprentices, and to other young persons recom- 
mended by members as beneficiacies. Each member pays one dollar lor 
admission, and t;wo dollars and fifty cents per amaum in advance. About 
800 or 900 boolos, and set^ of books, are taken out annually; or, on a 
daily average, about 2.2 books to about 18 applicants. All strangers are 
welcomed to the use of the books. at the library. Besides these, eight or 
ten residents resort to it daily as a reading room. ^^The old books, 
and those not often consulted, unless bound with Russia leather, are 
apt to be injured by insects. They may be saved by taking them out 
every week or two and striking the backs together, also by clippings of 
Russia leather scattered about on the. shelves." William Estell, secre- 
tary, treasurer, and librarian. 

The lAbrary of the CoVege cf Charleston — 2,000 vols. — In the year 
1785, three colleges — one at Charleston, another at Winnsborough, and a 
third at Cambridge — ^received a conimon charter from the legislature of 
South Carolina. In 1791 a separate charter was granted to the College of 
Charleston. This institution was reorganized on the 20th of December, 
1837, at which time an act of the legislature was passed. authorizing the 
transfer of all the college property to the city council of Charleston. The 
city council is bound to :maintain (he college. 

The library was commenced about 40 years ago. In the year 1828, a 
considerable dca:iation of. valuable books ^as made by the citizens of 
Charleston. The library contains at present about 2,000 voluines. "A 
Catalogue of the books in the Library of the Chacleston College,'' con- 
taining 36 pages 12mo., was printed at Charleston in 1849. William Pe- 
ronneau Finley, president of Charleston College. 

The Medical College of the State of South Carolina — 2,450 vols. — The 
library of the Medical Society contains 2,450 volumes. About 120 dol- 
lars are yearly expended for books. The library occupies a room, say 22 
by 18 feet, in the Medical College. A catalogue was printed in 1S34, and 
another, containing 40 pages 8vo., in 1842. The hbrary is open four 
times a week for two hours, and is freely accessible to members of the 
Medical Society, and all others to whom they may grant permits. About 
350 volumes are annually lent out; and about 250 persons each year con- 
sult the library without taking away books. Dr. S. L. Lockwood, 
librarian. 



C9Lt7MBiA. 

South Carolina College Libraries — 1 8^400 t?o&. — In 1802, there was an 
act of the legislature to purchase books for the college library. The collec- 
tion at presentcontains above 17,000 volumes, including an unusually large 
proportion of elegantly illustrated works. Its annual increase is about '500 
Yciumes. There is an annual appropriation by the legislature of $2,000 
for the library. A brick building was erected in 1838, for the use of the 
library, at a cost of $22,000. There are two rooms on the sides of the 
passage in the lower story*. The library room is 100 feet by 40, and is 
modelled after the Congress Library. An architect was sent to Washing- 
ton to copy the plan. A catalogue was printed in 1836, of 112 pp. Svo., 
prepared by Edward W. Johnston. Another, 151 pp. 8vo., was published 
m 1849. It is intended merely for temporary use, whilst a more perfect 
one is in preparation. 

The library is open every day in the week, except Sunday, from 9 
o'clock till one. 

Peisons entitled to the use of the books are the trustees, faculty, jtnd 
students; all who present $100 worth of books, and others who have a 
special permission from th« trustees. Any gentleman can get a book' by 
u&ing the name of a trustee or professor. F. W. McMaster, Ubrarian. 

Students' societies — 

Clasiosophic Society Library - - • 700 volumes. 

Euphradian Society Library - - - 700 " 

The college library is one ^f thfe best selected in the country. The 
learned aid of Professor Liebcr has been bestowed upon it. The collec- 
tion is far more valuable than many of twice its size. The legislature of 
South Carolina has abundant reason to be proud of its liberality, and sat- 
isfied with the manner in which it has been seconded by tlie officers of 
the college. 

Theological Seminary of the Sijnod of South Garoliria and Georgia — 
4,764 vols. — ^This institution was established by the Presbyterians in 
1828, went into operation in 1831, was incorporated in 1832. The library 
was commenced in 1830, and contains 4,554 volumes. Most of the books 
have been presented by individuals; yet, for the whole time since the 
library was commenced, the average annual expenditure for books has 
been $243. The library is temporarily placed in a lofty room, 25 feet 
by 20, in one of the buildings of the seminary, and is open four or 
five times a week, one hour each time. There is no printed catalogue. 
The officers and students of the seminary, and, by courtesy, clergy- 
men of the town, are allowed the use of the books. About 1,300 
volumes a year are lent ouL In answer to the question, "Have the 
books been injured at any time by insects?*' the librarian writes: ^^Much 
injured by a small shiny moth, which eats off the pasted titles of cloth- 
bound books, and sometimes by a blackish worm of the caterpillar 
kind, the product of a brawn miller or moth, which eats leather bind-^ 
ing. It is also found that, in this climate, except in the driest situa- 
tions, and occasionally even in these, leather-bound books suffer much 
from mould — English leather-bound books less than American, and French 
perhaps less than English. One gendeman amongst us has suffered so 
much from this cause, that he will only have books bound in cloth; and 
these, if the letters are stamped on the back, without being on a title 
which is pasted; are injured less by mould and insects than 8 ^^'^x.*^ 
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The "Society of Inquiry," composed of students of the seminary, pos- 
sesses about 200 volumes. It maintains also a reading-room, in which 
the principal newspapers and reviews of this country are taken, as well as 
the reviews of Great Britain, and one or two German publications. This 
room is accessible at all hours. There is also under the control of thit 
society a museum, containing articles illustrative of the natural history 
and superstitious usages of heathen nations. Rev. George Howe^ D. D., 
librarian of the seminary. 

FAIRFIELD DISTRICT. 

Furman TheolofficcU Seminary Library — 1,600 vols. — This is a Baptist 
institution^ established in 1826. 

GREENWOOD, ABBEVILLE DISTRICT. 

Hodges Institute — 500 vols. — The Sopronean Society of this institution 
possesses about 300 volumes. There is, besides, a reference library of 
200 volumes. The institute was incorporated in 1848. It is the design 
of the trustees to make the institution one of the first order. Issachar 
Howard, librarian. 

LEXINGTON COURT-HOUSE. 

Theological Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church — 1,560 
vols. — The library, founded in 1833, contains 1,560 volumes, besides 
many pamphlets. The library is kept at present in the house where the 
lectures are given, and occupies a room 26 feet long and 10 feet wide. It 
is hoped that better accommodations will soon. be. obtained. There is a 
written catalogue, somewhat in arrears. The library is open for taking 
out and returning books every Wednesday from 8 to 12 o'clock. The 
Library is intended for the use of the students of the seminary and the 
ministers of the Lutheran church. Others may be admitted to its privi- 
leges on application to the professor of theology, who ha3 the superintend- 
ence of the library — Professor Ernest W. Hazelius, U. D., Librarian. 

GEORGIA. 

ATHENS. 

Franklin College Libraries — 10,267 vols. — The present college library 
was commenced in 183L, the former one having been destroyed by fire in 
October, 1830. It contiains 7,267 volumes, 59 maps and charts, a medal 
struck in commemoration of the victory at Saratoga, 3 gold, 94 silver, and 
249 copper coifis, ancient and modern. The yearly average increase for 
the last ten years has been about 132 volumes. The annual expenditux9 
for books, during the same period, about $600. The ineome of the library 
is derived from appropriations by the trustees of the college. In 1835, a 
brick building w^s erected for the accommodation of the library and misir 
eralogical cabinet, at a cost of $3,000. It is 50 feet long and 40 feet wide, 
measuring from the outside of the walls. It is two stories high, with two 
rooms on each floor.' The books are arranged according to subjects, k 
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catalogue was published about twelve years ago. Another was printed in 
1847, entitled <* Catalogue of Books in the Library of the University of 
Gteorgia, by Professor James Jackson, librarian; published by order of the 
board of trustees: Athens, 1847;" small l2mo., 69 pages. The titles are 
distributed under twenty-eight classes, corresponding with the arrange- 
ment of the books upon the shelves. The library is opened four times a 
week — ^Monday to Thursday, inclusive — and is kept open from half an 
hour to an hour each time. The trustees, faculty, resident and under- 
graduates are allowed the free use of the books. Under-graduates are re- 
quired to return or renew them every two weeks. Literary gentlemen 
and ministers of the gospel in the place are, on the responsibility of the 
faculty,^admitted to the privileges of the library. The trustees and faculty 
alone are allowed to take books out of the town. Professor James Jack- 
son, librarian. 

The Libraries of the Franklin Society and of the Phi Gamma Society 
contain 3,000 volumes. 

AUGUSTA. 

lAbrwry of the Medical CoUes^e of Georgia — 4,000 vok. — This library, 
founded in 1833, contains 4,000 volumes. The average yearly increase 
is about 150 volumes. The expenditure for books, $200* The library 
occupies a room in the college building 25 feet by 35, and is opened daily 
during the forenoon. The faculty are allowed tlie use of the books by 
having the work taken out charged to the borrower; the students, by de- 
positing $10 as security for the return of each volume. L. A. Dugas, 
M. D., librarian. 

The Young Merits Library — 1,510 vols. — The Young Men's Library 
Association was founded 27th January, 1848. It expends about $200 a 
year in the purchase of books. The society rents two rooms, each 40 
feet by 20, in a brick building — one for the library, and the other for a 
reading-room. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 8 to 
10 a. m., and from 3 to 10 p. ra. Persons became hfe members by pay- 
ing $50. Regular members pay $4 a year. Members are allowed to in- 
troduce strangers to the use of the library for two weeks. The library at 
present contains about 1,510 volumes. Thomas Courtney, librarian. 

MAOON. 

Wesleyan Female College Library — 350 vols. — The college was incor- 
porated in November, 1837, and opened for students in January, 1839. 
The library was commenced with the college, and now (January, 1850) 
contains about 350 volumes, a few valuable ancient coins, a respectable 
cabinet of minerals, and a few antiquities, mostly the fruit of private do- 
nations. The library occupies a room in the college edifice, and is acces- 
sible at all hours of every day. The use of the books is free to the officers 
and pupils of the school. 

MILLEDGEVILLE. 

Oglethorpe University Libraries — 4,000 w&. — ^The college library was 
fimnded with the college, in 1838. It contains ah^ * "olumes, 
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mostly donations, and occupies a large and airy room in the college edi- 
fice. It is opened twice a week — one hour each time. The laws allow 
of the books being lent, within a mile of the college, at the discretion of 
the president. Persons connected with the college may use them without 
fee. The two Uterary societies (the Thalian and the Phi Delta) have well- 
selected libraries of 1,000 volumes each. 

OXFORD. 

It 

Emory CoUege — ^2,700 vols. — ^The college library, founded in 1839, 
contains 1 ,020 volumes, increasing by donations alone. It occupies a room 
20 feet square in the college building. There is no printed catalogue. 
The library is opened four days each week, half an hour at a tirrie. Pro- 
fessors and students are allowed to use the books without charge. About 
.250 volumes are taken out each year. There are two societies of students 
having libraries. The PeW Society has 725 volumes; the Phi Gamuia 
Society, 960 volumes. Rev. J. M. Bonnell, librarian. 

PENNFIELD. 

Mercer Unwersity^^^,000 vols. — The library was commenced when 
the college was chartered in 1838, and now contains 3,000 volumes. The 
available fund's of the college have hitherto been devoted mainly to th« 
purchase of apparatus and the erection of buildings, whilst the library has 
remained nearly stationary. It is, however, expected soon to receive 
more attention. Theire are two other small but annually-increasing 
^libraries coimected with the college. S. P. Sanford, libtarian. The 
Baptist Theological Seminary is connected with the university. 

ff 

SAVANNAH, 

Historiccd Society Library and Savannah Society Library — 7^000 wis. — 
The Georgia Historical Society was founded in June, 1839, and incor- 
porated the 19th of December of the same year„: It has published several 
volumes of Collections. The legislature confided to the care of the society 
the invaluable documents obtained in Bngland by the Rev. Charles W. 
Howard, at a large expense to the Statci. "These are comprised in 22 
volumes folio. Fifteen are from the records of the Board of Trade, six 
from the State Paper ofiice, and one from the King's Library; forming a 
body of historical information full of the most interesting statements, let- 
ters^ and reports relating to the colonial period of Georgia." 

The Savannah Society Library has been lately united with that of the 
Historical Society. They, together contain about 7,000 volumes. — [See 
Account of the Georgia Historical Sodety, by W. B. Stevens, M. D. 
American Quarterly Register, May, 1840, p. 344.] 

^^ This province [Georgia] was scarce thirty, years settled before it had 
three fine libraries in the city of Savannah, the fourth at Ebenezer, and a 
fifth 96f miles from the sea, upon the stream of Savannah, In these libra- 
ries could be had books written in the Chaldaic, Hebrew, Arabic, Siriac, 
Coptic, Malabar, Greek, Latin, French, German, Dutch, and Spanish, 
besides the English, viz: in thirteen languages."— [DeBrahm's Georgia, 
privately ^printed by G. W. Jones, of Georgia^ in 1849, from ah old US. 
in Harvaiu University Library.] 
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ALABAMA. 



LA GRANGE. 

OoQege lAbrary — 3,000 vola. 

MARION. 



HoiDord College, — The libi^rv, founded in 1842, contains 1,600 vols. 
It is opened once a week for half an hour. S. S. Sherman, president. 
This is a literary and theological institution, and the library is conse- 
queiuly designed to be literary and theological. 



MOBILE. 



The Franklin Society y founded 17th January, 1835. The library con- 
tains 1,454 volumes, with a few coins and maps. Of late years but few 
additionis have been made to the library, the attention of the society hav- 
ing been mostly turned to maintaining a reading room. The Franklin 
Society and the societies of Free Masons have erected a brick building 
for their joint accommodation. The room of the Franklin Society is a 
parallelogram, 62 feet by 32. The library and reading-room are open 
daily for the use of members of the society and subscribers to the reading- 
room. The books are used in the room. P. Haiirilton, president. 

SPRfNO HILL. 

College Library ^AfiQQ vols. 

TXJSCUMBIA. 

The IMerary and Scientific Club, formed in 1849, meet weekly to dis- 
cuss questions and submit essays, some of which have already been pub- 
lished. A fund is accumulating gradually for the purchase of books. 
The secretary is ®. M. Wharton. 

TUSCALOOaA. 

The University of Alabama — 7,123 vols, — The library was founded in 
1831, and contains 4,500 volumes. The vearly average increase, for the 
last ten years, has been 159 volumes. Inhere is a stated annual appro- 
priation of $200 lor the library. Within the last five years the trustees 
have made two extra appropriations of ^500 each. The library is in the 
" Rotundo," which is occupied, besides, as a chapel, and for public ex- 
hibitions. Tlie library room is a large circular apartment, 85 feet in 
diameter. The whole building cost $75,000. The foundation, to about 
four feet above the surface, is of sandstone; the residue of brick. The 
first printed catalogue — a pamphlet— was published in 183S. The last — a 
volume of 257 pages 8vo.— was printed in 1848. 

The library is opened twice a week, and kept open about an hour each 
time. The trustees, faculty, resident graduates, students^ and donors to 
the amount of $100 to tJi9 library; are entitled to the use of it; and may 
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take out books. About 800 volumes are lent annually. Robert S. Gtould; 
librarian. The two students' libraries contain 2,6^3 volumes. 

The first catalogue of the library was prepared by Mr. Richard Fuqiian. 
It was classified. The second was prepared by Mr. Wilson Q. Ricbard- 
8on, M. A.,* now professor in the university. It is on the plan of the 
catalogue of Brown University Library. This elegant catalogue is highly 
reditable to the institution, and honorable to the industry, taste, and 
earning of the gentleman who prepared it. A few such publications will 
establish a high standard of excellence for the catalogues of even small 
libraries, and will demonstrate their value. "A catalogue," says Mr. Van 
der Weyer, ^^ is like the eye of a library." Let the eye, therefore, be 
perfect; that the whole body may be full of light. 

FLORIDA. 

PEXSACOLA. 

The Naval Hospital. — ^The library of the Naval Hospital was founded 
January 16, 1847, and contains at present 1,337 volumes, besides pam- 
phlets. The library has been raised by voluntary subscriptions of Ae 
inmates of the hospital, and of benevolent individual^ officers of ibe 
navy, (fee. Mr. Secretary Mason directed $150 to be given from the 
Naval Hospiral fund. A considerable number of donations have been 
received. The library room is in the hospital, and measures 27 feetb^ 
24, and 17 feet high. It is open from morning to evening every day. Any 
inmate of the hospital may take out one book at a time. The library is 
the property of the hospital, and is under the direction of the surgeon in 
charge. The present incumbent is Isaac Hulse, M. D., U. S. Navy. 
The steward of the hospital; Mr. G. L. Brown, is acting librarian. 

ST. AUGUSTINE. 

Judicial £«iirary— 2;000 vols. 

TALLAHASSEE. 

State Library, — The State Library was founded in 1845, and contains 
2,000 volumes. The use of the library in the room is free to all persons. 
The library is under the care of the Secretary of State, Charles* W. 
Downing. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

JACKSON. 

State Library — 5,000 vols. — Pounded by act of legislature, passed 
February 15, 1838, appropriating $3,000 for the purchase of suitable 
books. Previous to 1842 there was an annual appropriation of $1,000 
for the purchase of books; since then the appropriation has been $600-*- 
one fifth of which is for law books. The library is on the third floor 
of the State capitol. "A -Catalogue of the Library of the State of Missii- 
sippi, arranged alphabetically, under different heads, with the uumber. 
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mVp. «ni corf -trf the volumes of each work specified, to which are pre* ' 

■d the riiltis and regulations provided for its government," 27 pages I 

11,, was printed at Jai;kson in 1839; the same, with additions, 34 pages I 

ovu., 1S41; same, 1845, 43 pages Svo,; same, 61 pages Svo., 1847^1 

game, 51 pages Svo., 1849. The price of each book is givea in every I 

catalogue, and forms a novel but inlerestiug feature. The hbrary iil| 

npetied every day during the session of the legislature, Sundays ex- I 

prod, from 9 a. m. to 3 p. m. All persons are allowed lo use the I 

iiy when open, but no one is allowed to take out books but the I 

. lees. Stale treasurer, adjutant general, judges of the United States I 

nit court, and members of the legislature while in session. Peieoiis I 

■■-> have filled the office of governor of the State, chancellor, judge of I 

high court of errors and appeals, ITniied Ststes senator from the! 

i'=, whilst they may be in the city of Jackson, are allowed to borroitff 

!:s. For fl|ery book issued, a receipt or note of twice its value, or« 

p the v.Tl^of the set to which it may belong, must be given, condUl 

1 on its s^fe return, and the payment of all forfeitures and penaliieal 

lenlion beyond the time limited by the laws. John W. Pattoayl 

CLAIBORNR COVNTY. || 

■land O)ae^(«^6,atl6wo^*.— The college !i!)rary, founded in ISSllI 
i^ims 3,589 volumes, 20U maps and charts, SOO engravijigs, and wF 
bis and coins. In 1841, §3,000 were anpcopriated for boolts, but thw 
[iiy has hecn increased principijly by donations. An apartment i* 
wllegc chapel, (a brick building,) 26 feel by 22, and 14 feel high, *, 
■J for the library. The books are arranged accoriding to donors. Thj 
■■^ry is opened once a week for an hour, and frequently at other liraeK 
ii{s are lent to all who apply for them: few, however, are taken ont efl^ 
I by the officers and students of the college. Professor John ChaiaS 

<in, librarian. 

he students' libraries contain 2,411 volumes. 

OXFORD, LAFAYETTE COUNTY. ' 

' Uiivrrsify of Mississippi, near Oxford, went into operation in 
bber, 18-18. Its library contains about 1,600 volumes. The Slaw 
wle an appropriation of .*3,OU0 a year for books and apparatus 
J&llege lias an income of $16,000 p?r year; seven professt 
r stadenis. 






WASH1^"CtTQS. 



^eg6 JJ,hnmj~\ ,000 to/ 



LOUISIANA. 



BATON BOrOE. 



» iUArory— 7,0()1i i'o/«. — The Stale Library was founded l?»e I2lh on 

K, 1838, and contains about 7,000 volumes, some MSS., mapa, eiq 

■, ings, &c. The library has lately been removed lo Baton Rogue and 

-•:A in a room in tite capilol. A correct descritflBHHd.uivGnLary of Iri 
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will soon be prepared. As yet, there is no printed catalogue. The aver* 
age annual Increase is about 300 volumes. An annual appropriation of 
$1,000 is made by the State legislature for the increase of the coUectioDr 
The library is open daily from 10 a. m. to 3 p. m. Admittance is free to 
all persons, but no book is to be taken away except by members of the 
legislature during their sessions. Paul Caire; librarian. 
College Libraries — 1,000 volwnes. 

BRINGIERS. 

Jefferson College Libraries — 6,000 vols^ 

JACKSON. 

Louisiana College Libraries — ^2^000 vols* 

NEW ORLEANS. W 

PubHe School Library— 10,000 vols.—'' The Public School Librarr 
and Lyceum Society of Municipality No. 2*' was -founded December o, 
1844. The library contains [1850] 1 0,000 well-selected volumes. It has 
also two books of paintings, and five books of sketcl\es. It is supported j 
by subscriptions, donations, and voluntary contributions of the pupils of" ; 
the public schools, and is fast increasmg. An elegant room, 75 feet by '' 
35, and 20 feet high, has been recently provided for the permanent ac- 
commodation of the library, in the new 2d Municipal Hall. The exact 
cost of this room is not perhaps known; the cost of the entire building is 
estimated at $300,000. There have been two printed catalogues: the 
first, numbering 29 pages, was published in 1846; the second, 155 pageS; 
in iS48. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 2 to 8 
o'clock p. m. Subscribers pay $5 per annum. Pupils of the public 
schools may become life members by paying $9. The teachers of the 
public schools are entitled to the privileges of the library without chaise. 
The librarian is Samuel H. McConnell. 

TEXAS. 

AUSTIN. 

7%e State Library. — The collection of books usually styled the State 
Library was commenced in 1837, and has been derived from donations. 
It numbers at present 1,001 volumes. The average annual increase is 
about 80 volumes. The books are kept in the building of the State de- 
partment, and are accessible to the public, without charge, during busi- 
ness hours, every day. About 300 are annually taken out, and perhaps 
300 or 400 persons annually consult the collection without borrowing 
books. The library is in charge of the secretary of state, who is con* 
sidered ex officio librarian. 

HtrNTSVlLLE. 

Austin College i incorporated in 1850, is in vigorous progress^ and ed- 
lecting a library. 
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INDEPBNDlBNOE. 

Bmyhr University Ubrary — 300 wds. 

ARKANSAS. 

LITTLE ROCK. • 

Lyceum Library — 1,000 vols. 

TJENNESSEE. 

COLUMBIA. 

Jackson College Libraries — ^2,590 vols. — ^The college library was be- 
tan in 1834, and contains about 2,000 volumes. About 4^ volumes 
have been added during the last ten years. There is a manuscript cata- 
logue. The library is opened once a week for an hour. Students pay 
68 cents per session for the use of the books. Rev. Joseph Sherman, 
VAa. 1)., librarian. 

Sta4^nts^ libraries^ 500 vols. 

The Fhmale Institute Library — 3,600 vols. — Established February, 
1839 — contains 3.60f) volumes, and the richest collection of engravings in 
Ibe State. About 350 volumes per year are added to the library. About 
|L60 are annually expended for the purchase of books There is a manu- 
icript catalogue. The library is opened one hour each day. Members of 
the institute pay $1 per annum for the use of the books. . Books are not 
token from tne institute except by day pupils. P. G. Smith> rector. 

GREENVILLE. 

OoUege Libraries — 3,000 vols. 

JACKSON. 

We^ Tennessee College was incorporated in 1843, and reorganized in 
1849. It has four teachers and ninety-two students. It has begun to 
toUect a library. 

KNOXVILLB. 

East Tennessee Univ€rsity--^,500 vols. — The college library, found- 
^A in 1819, contains 2,300 volumes. It is supported by fees for the use of 
the books, with occasional appropriations from the funds of the university. 
It occupies a room 20 feet square and 14 feet high, in the main building 
of the university, which is of brick. The library is open regularly once 
t week, and, on application, at other times. Officers of the university 
ire allowed to use the books without charge; students pay $1 a year for 
fte [nivilege. About 160 books are lent out in a year; and about 240 
persons consult the library without taking away books. There are two 
ulerary societies connected with the college, (the Chi-Delta and the Philo- 
mathesian,) which have each about 1^100 volumes, in rooms belonging to 
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the university, connected with the society halls. These libraries lurti ™ 
been founded but a few years, are rapidly increasing and much luefi 
Albert Miller Lea, librarian E. T. University. 

LEBANOir. 

I 

Oumberland University Library — 4,060 vols. — The library, commeucel: 
in 1S44, the date of the charter of the university, contains some 4,0(llr 7 
volumes. William Mariner, librarian- 

MARYVILLE. 

College Libraries — 3,700 vols, — This institution was founded in 1821, 
and was called the ^' Southern and Western Theological Seminary.'' A 
charter was obtained from the legislature in 1 842, and the name .of the 
institution changed to ^^ Mary ville College." The library, commenced 
in 1821, contains 3,200 bound volumes, and about 500 pamphlets. The 
increase has been very slow, not more than 65 volumes per year. The 
library is in a room 20 feet by 12, in the second story of a brick building 
belonging to the college. It is opened whenever application is made foi 
books. Students of the college, and persons in and near the town, pay 
$1 a year for the use of the books. Clergymen educated at the college, 
and residing within one hundred miles, are allowed the use of the books 
without charge. .The " Beth-Hacma Society" of students has 1^5 vols. 
The ^^ Bcth-Hacma-ve Berith" Society hats 375 vols. John S. Craig, 
librarian of the college. 

* 

MURFREES&OROUGH. 

Union University Library .-^50^ vols. 

NASHVILLE. 

State Libraiy — SfiOQvols, — The State Library has no legal existence 
or distinct name, but is merely the depository, under the ,care of the secre- 
tary of state, of books and charts which have been accumulating ever 
since the foundation of the State. It contains now about 8,06U voiumesj 
mostly reports, public documents, and books presented. There. is do ap- 
propriation for its increase. A large and elegant room, 36 feet square and 
about the same in height, in the new capitol, will be assigned to the i 
library. The library is now opened daily from morning to evening, (Sun- ^ 
days excepted.) It is accessible to all persons, and books are freely tentj 
to all who apply for them. W. B. A. Ramsey, secretary of state." 

Nashville University Libraries — 9,466 vols. — " Davidson Academy" 
was incorporated by the General Assembly of North Carolina 29(h Decem- 
ber, 1785. Its name, property, and rights were merged in ^^Cnmberlaod 
College," incorporated by the legislature of Tennessee, 11th September, 
1806. The legal style and title of this college was changed to '* Tit 
University of Naskvitle^^ by an act of the legislature, 27th NovemlMT, 
1626. Tiie library was founded in 1824, and contains (1849) 3,141 
volumes^ and a few MSS. During the last four years the sum of $1^216 75 
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' - jhas been paid for books. There is a, catalogue in manuscript, but none 

: .'^nted. Professor N. Cross is librarian. 

There are two society libraries, namely: the Agatheridan, with 3,576 
'Volumes, and the Erosophian, with 2,736 volumes; making with the col- 
lege library a total of 9,456 volumes deposited iii the college building, and 
Xvhich may be consulted or borrowed by any member of the university; 

:^ ^•Iso by others on certain easy conditions. The president, Philip 

; Xindsley, D.D., and Professor Troost, have private libraries, containing 

7,060 or 8,000 volumes. The three pubUc libraries are said to contain 

''^many rare books in various languages, and very few that are not useful." 

Franklin College^ (near Nashville,) — 2,100 vols.^—ThQ college library, 

commenced in 1844, contains 1,200 volumes, and increases about 100 a 

yeafl The expenditure for books and collections in natural history is 

about $200 per annum. The library is opened twice a week for one hour. 

The members of the faculty have free use of the library, and the students 

my $2 per annum. Perhaps 1,000 persons visit the library in a year. 

There are two societies of students, the Euphronian and the Apollonian, 

with libraries containing together about 900 volumes. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Washington College Library — 1,000 vols. 

KENTUCKY. 

AUGUSTA. 

College Libraries — ^2,500 vols. 

BARDSTOWN. 

St. Joseph^s College — 3,000 vols. The college library was founded 
in 1824, when the college was incorporated by the legislature of Ken- 
tucky. Before August, 1848, the library contained about 6,000 volumes. 
At that time the board of trustees, divided the library between this and 
several other institutions whieh they directed, leaving to St. Joseph's Col- 
lege-about 500 volumes of theological, historical, and literary works, with 
a set of congressional documents. A new board of trustees, at present, 
controls the affairs of the institution, and they are determined to form a 
permanent and valuable library. It already numbers about 2,000 volumes. 
It has also about 400 medals of the 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries, 
and about 200 modern coins. The expenditure for books from the gen- 
eral funds of the college is about $250 a year. The principal reliance for 
the increase of the collection is upon donations. The library occupies a 
room 24 feet by 15, and 13 feet high, in the college building. The books 
are arranged according to subjects — each subject having one or more pan- 
^ els. There is no printed catalogue. The library is opened every day 
twice, to allow the professors opportunity for consultation — three-quarters 
of an hour in the morning and one hour in tiie afternoon. Books are 
freely lent to persons connected with the college, and, by permission of 
the superintendent, to others residing in the immediate vicinity. 

There are two societies of students possessing useful libraries; the 
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Eurodelphian (or English) Society has a c6l]ection of works in IBngiish 
literature^ and the Eucerophradic (French) Society possesses a library of 
French books. Rev. John Ro§s. S. J., hbrarian. 

COVINGTON. 

Library of the Western Betptist Theological Institute — ^2,000 vsZt.— 
The library was founded in 1845, and contains about 2,0i)0 volumes. 
One thousand dollars a year is hereafter to be appropriated from the gen- 
era] funds of the institution for the increase of the collection. The library 
is opened on Tuesday and Friday of each week from 8 to 9 o'clock' 
a. m. All members of the institute and ministers of the gospel in the city 
are entitled to the use of the library. Rev. Prof. A. Drury^ libiarian\ 

DANVILLE. 

Centre College — 5,030 nels, — The college library, begun in 1K4, 
contains 1,850 volumes. The endowment of the college is nearly com- 
pleted to $UK),00O. After it reaches that point, systematic eflorts will be 
made for raising a large library fund. There are two libraries belonging 
to societies of students — the Deinologian (1,600 volumes) and the Cham- 
berlain (1;600 volumes.) John G. Young, president Centre College. 

FRANKFORT. 

State Lihrary — 9.000 vols, — Founded in 1834, and contains about 
8,000 or 9,000 volumes, mostly law books and public documents. There 
are not more than 200 volumes of miscellaneous works. In 1840, the 
legislature appropriated $'3,000 for law books for the courts and the legis- 
lature. The library is kept in a room, 50 feet by 20, in the State-house. 
A catalogue is in preparation and will soon be published. The library is 
opened daily during the sessions of the courts and legislature. Officers 
of the State government, members of the legislature, and lawyers attend- 
ing the courts in Frankfort, are allowed the use of the books. The books 
are not lent out to others. R. D. Harlan, librarian. 

GEORGETOWN. 

Georgetown College IAhraries^7 ,2S0 vols, — The library was founded 
in 1837, and contains 6,500 volumes, comprising many costly works in 
philology and theology, but chiefly scientific and historical books, a few 
manuscript journals of early settlers of Kentucky, and many maps aHd 
charts. It has also 64 medals and 676 coins, comprising those of Bur- 
mah, Siam, Hindostan, the East India Company, South America, Dutdi 
East Indies, &c. The average annual increase is about 500 vohimes. 
The late additions of 800 volumes have been obtained by the president 
as donations, as have also all the coins, medals, and other articles, as 
idols, statues, (fee. There is a charge of«$l per annum on each student 
for keeping the books in^repair. The library is in a room of the main 
building of the college, 45 feet by 32, with lofty ceiling. The coint| 
medals, pictures, &c., are kept in a room devoted to the purpose, on the 
same floor as the library. The books are arranged on the shelves accord- 
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uig to subjectSi under twenty divisions. A catalogue raisonne was print- 
ed in , Containing 76 pages J 2mo. The library is open twice a week, 

half an hour each time. All persons connected with the college are al- 
lowed the use of the books; undergraduates are taxed $1 each per annum 
for the privilege. By permission of the president, books may be taken 
out by citizens. No application has ever been refused. Prof. Danford 
Thomas/ 1 ibrarian . ^ 

Two voluntary societies of students are attached to the college — each 
having a convenient hall and a library. The two libraries contain 780 
volumes. 

The Female Collegiate InstiCtUe — organized lS38--i-^^ has a select libra- 
ry of 600 volumes. ' ' 

HARRODSBURG. 

Bncon CoVege, — The college possesses about 1,800 volumes, accessible 
to all persons, but no regularly organized library. 

LEXINGTON. 

Transylvania Oniifereiiy — 14,000 vols. The college library, found* 
^iu 1798, contains about 12,000 volumes, in three library rooms in the 
three departments of the university, under the control of the faculties of 
arts, law, and medicine. Several catalogues have been published, hut 
none of recent date. H. B. Bascom, president T. U. 

The students' libraries contain 2,000 volun^es. 

LOUISVILLE. 

The LotUsville Library — 3,600 wds, — ^was chartered as the ^^Mercan- 
tile Library Association." Two years ago it was reorganized and re- 
ceived the name of the Louisville Library. The library contains 3,600 
volumes. The stockholders of the library are about to erect, on the court- 
house square, a handsome building of stone and brick, 60 feet by 30, to 
cost $5,000, for the joint accommodation of this library, that of the Ken- 
tucky Historical Society, and that of the Louisville Law School; which, 
united, will form about 6,000 volumes. The room for the Louisville li- 
brary will be 60 feet by 30, and 25 feet high, fitted up with alcoves and 
galleries. A catalogue was printed about 10 years ago, and reprinted in 
1848. The library will be open every day and. evening till 10 o'clock. 
Stockholders and subscribers alone are entitled to take out books. Wil- 
liam Johnston, librarian. 

Kenlvfikf/ Historical Society — 1 ,000 vols, — This society was organized 
Jdlarch, 1638, and has a library of 1,500 volumes. . [See Louisville Li- 
brary.] 

Louisville Law School has a library of about 1,000 volumes. [See 
Louisville Library.] 

^ Medical Department of the University of Louisville — 1 ,000 vols, — ' ^ The 
library is enlarged from year to year by the purchase, not only of new 
medical works, but of costly books pertaining to the allied sciences. 
Handsome additions have lately been made to it, and other purchaser 
will be made in the course of the coming vacation. "-n-FAnnual catalogue. 
1849-'50.] 
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HARION COUNTY* 

jS^. Mcuy^s College Library — 5,000 vols, 

PRINCETON, CALIXWELL COUNTY. 

Cumberland College (near Princfion) — 1,810 vols. — The college libra- 
ry was founded in 1825-'6. It contains about 1,000 volumes. Ex- 
ertions are now making for its enlargement. A new room, 30 feet by 18^ 
has lately been fitted up for its accommodation. There are in connexion 
with the college two literary societies: the •'Erodelphian,"' organized in 
1^'42, reorganized in 1847. It has a large hail, 30 feet by IS, well car- 
peted and furnished, and a library of 160 volumes. Number of members 
22. The other is the '^'Amicitias Societas," constituted April 28, 1849," 
with 8 members. It has a large hall well fitted up, and about 150 volumes. 
Richard Beard; president of Cumberland College. 

8HELBYV1LLB. 

Shelby College Libraries — 4,000 vols. — "An extensive theoI(^caI and 
classical library is attached to the college /which will be accessible to such 
students as may choose to enjoy its advantages. The number of roluraes 
amounts to about 4^000. A reading-room is connected with the library, 
which is furnished with the leading American and English reviews and 
other periodical publications." "Two literary societies exist among the 
students: one — chartered in 1848, under the name of Phi-Mu — has some 
25 members, a small but well-selected library, and receives regularly the 
pricipal reviews, English and American, as soon as published. The other, 
auxiliary to this, is for the benefit of the younger portion of the students. 
Both are making strenuous exertions to increase their libraries and other 
means of intellectual improvement. Any aid the public may see fit ta 
aflford will be thankfully acknowledged. Convenient rooms will be pro* 
vided, and handsomely fitted up^ during the coming session' of 1849-'60y 
in the new builditig." [College catalogue, 1849.] 

OHIO. 

ATHENS. 

■ 

Hie University of Ohio — 2,750 vols, — The college library was founded 
in 1804, and contains 1,250 volumes. A catalogue was printed in 
1828, containing 12 pages. The library is opened once a week for an 
hour. All connected with the university may use it without charge. 
The institution has, lately been reorganized, after a suspension of three 
years on account of debt. Professor William J. Hoge, librarian. 

Students' libraries, 1,500 volumes. 

BLENDON, FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

Central College Library^^50 vols, — The library was commenced in 
1843, and contains 550 volumes. It is open one afternoon in two weeks. 
The faculty and trustees are entitled to use the books without charge. 
The students pay a small fee. J. S. Henderson^ librarian. 
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CINCINNATI. 

The Yowig Men^s Mercantile Library Association — 10,000 vols, — The 
association was formed in 1835, and incorporated January 5, 1836. It 
possesses a library of 9,767 volumes, a few maps, globes, portraits, engra- 
vings, &c., <fcc. In July, 1846, at which time the library was. removed to 
its present location, it numbered 4,000 volumes. The rate of increase, 
for several years, had been about 700 volumes per year. For the last two 
years 2,00l!) volumes a year have been added. The annual appropriation 
for books, for the last two years, has been 2,500 dollars a year. Pre- 
vious to that, it had been about $800 per annum. The funds for the 
increase of the library are derived from the annual subscriptions, which 
amount to say §5,000, from whicli*current expenses are to be deducted and 
a reading-room sustained. In 1846 a building was erected at the joint 
ezpeutie of the Cincinnati College and the Library Association. It cost 
$36,000, of which the Association owns ^10,000. The style of the 
edifice is Grecian. Dimensions — front, 140 feet; depth, 100 feet; height^ 
(four stories) 58 feet. The construction is of the most permanent char- 
acter, of Dayton limestone, the roof covered with ^iron. The rooms of 
the Library Association form the entire front of the second story. Library 
29 feet by 45; reading-room, 29 by 45; dhrectors' room, 16 by 14, with 
a room for stowing away newspapers, > &c.; and a room now occupied as 
the Merchants' Exchange, 59 feet by 45, intended hereafter for the library. 
The "Catalogue of the Young Men's Library Association in Cincinnati," 
printed at Cincinnati in ] 846, contains 145 pages 8vo. The "Supple- 
mentary Catalogue," &c., was printed in 1848, and paged continuously 
vith the catalogue, the two forming 260 pages 8vo. The catalogue is 
alphabetical, with a classified index; is very well prepared, and hand- 
lomely printed. An earlier catalogue was printed in 1844, 62 pages 8vo. 
The library is open dfeiily (Sundays and holidays excepted) from 9 a. m. 
till 10 p. m. The library is for the \ise of the members of the associa- 
tion and Others, at the discretion of the board of directors. Members pay 
$1 initiation fee, and the further sum of $3 as an annual subscription. 
About 15,000 books are lent out each year; and about 2,000 books are 
Consulted, by about 100 different persons, in a year, without taking them 
away from the library. The present librarian is Thomas Gales Foster. 
Besides the library, this institution maintains an annual bourse of lectures. 
The printed annual reports of the board of directors show that the estab* 
lishment is conducted with great energy and intelligence, and that it is 
eminently and increasingly useful. 

Lane Sendnan/y at WcUnut Hillsy near Cincinnati. — This institution 
was incorporated in 1829, and commenced full operations in 1832. It is 
under the direction of the Presbyterians. The library, founded in 1837, 
contains 10,000 volumes, 4 ancient manuscripts, and 33 volumes of 
engravings. It is intended to appropriate $500 a year, from the funds of 
the seminary, for the increase of the library. There is a manuscript cata- 
logue. The library is open twice a week, regularly. It is for the free use 
of the faculty and students. Other persons wishing to consult the library 
ire always acconmiodated by the librarian. Professor C. E. Stowe, 
ibiarian. 

St. Xavier College Libraries — 5,600 vols. — The library was founded 
in November^ 1841^ and contains something over 5,000 volumes. It 
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increases at the rate of about .400 volumes a year. The college having 
no endowment, nor any established fund, there is no permanent appropii- 
ation for the library, but only such as occasion justifies. The library is 
in a hall of the college building, 40 feet by 25. There is a manuscript 
catalogue. The library is open daily from 7 to 8 a. m., and from 4^ to 
6 p. m.; on Thursdays from 9 to 12. The use of the books is confined 
to those belonging to the college; but by courtesy any literary, or other 
respectable person, may have access upon application. There are two 
societies of students possessing libraries: the Philopedian has 300 well- 
selected books; and the Philhennenian, nearly the same number. Rey. 
J. De Bleeck, president. 

The Ohio Mechanics^ Institute — 3,265 tx>ls. — The library was founded 
and incorporated in 1829, and contains 3,265 volumes. The institute 
possesses also a philosophical apparatus, said to be the best in the State. 
For the last ten years the annual average increase has been about 200 
volumes, and the expenditure for books about $100. The library is sup- 
plied principally by donations and occasional special subscriptions. The 
institute is erecting, by subscription, a building on the corner of Vine 
and 6th streets. It is of brick and iron. Estimated ejipense, $32,000. 
It will be finished in 1850. The outside dimensions are 90 feet on Yiue 
street, 75 feet on 6th street. It has four stories, attic and basement. It 
is intended to lease about three-fourths •f the building to others.* 

A catalogue, 48 pages l2mo., was printed in 1841. The library is 
open six days in the week from sunrise till 10 o'clock p. m.; Sundays, 
from sunrise to sunset. Members pay $3 per annum, ladies and minon 
50 cents per annum, for the use of the books. The total number of vol* 
umes lent out from September 1^ 1848, to September 1, IK49, was 5^069. 
Samuel Warner, acting librarian. ^ 

The Historical andPkilosophieal Society of Ohio. — Founded Februaiy 
11,1831. The library contains about 1,000 volumes, and about 2,500 

Eagcs of historical manuscripts, in English and French. All the books 
ave been procured by donation. The library is opened daity tor four 
hours, and accessible to all who wish to consult it. Perhaps one hun* 
dred and fifty different persons a yeat avail themselves of its privileges. 
G. Williams Kendall, librarian. 

Apprentices^ lAbrary — 2,200 vols. 

The Medical Chlleffe of Ohio. — The library, founded in 1826, contains 
2,129 volumes, 50 volumes of engravings, and the manuscript theses on 
medical subjects by the graduates. It occupies two rooms in the college 
edifice. The books are arranged in 9 chapters, viz: 1, anatomy; 2, 
chemistry; 3, surgery; 4, materia medica; 5, obstetrics; 6, theory and 
practice of medicine; 7, periodicals; 8, miscellaneous works; 9, engra- 
vings. A catalogue was printed in 1832, but the library has been con* 
siderabiy enlarged since that time. The library is open Mondays, Wed- 
nesdays, and Fridays, from 1^ to 5 o'clock p. m. It is for the use of thd 
trustees, professors and students of the college. Alexander DenuistoU) 
librarian. 

Orphan Asylum.^— Founded 1840: has 400 volumes. Miss Wood, 
librarian. 

Woodward College Libraries — 1,400 vols. 
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CLEYELAND. 

■ 

ThjH Western Reserve Medical CoUegre^lfim vols. 

/Cleveland University, — ^A tract of@7o acres of land has been purchased 
ibr $34,000. It is expected that, after some 50 or 75 acres shall have been 
reserved for thb college, the remainder will yield a handsome fund for the 
purposes of the college. It is proposed to erect one large edifice for public 
looms. The students will lodge in private houses. Active measures are 
in operation to open the institution for students by 1st March, 1850. 
[Letter of A. Mahan, president, in New York IMbune, November 28, 
I850i] 

OOLUMBUS. 

Si€Ue Librcury — 12,500 vols. — ^The State Library of Ohio was founded 
in 18L7, and contains (1850) 12,500 volumes. It increases at the rate of 
mbout 500 volumes a year. The State publishes its own reports, the 
jffofits of which, amounting to about $800 per annum, are appropriated 
to the purchase of books for the library. The library is under the control 
of commissioners, consisting of the governor, secretary of state, and State 
librarian. The room occupied by the library is 118 feet by 22. A cata« 
logue is published every three years. The last, printed in 1848, contains 
92 pages 8vo. The Ubrary is open daily, (Sundays excepted,) from 7 
o'clock a. m. to 6 p. m. in summer, and irom 7 a. m. till 9 p. m. in 
winter. The library is free to members of the legislature and officers of 
State, and it mayj[)e used by others by consent of the library commission- 
era. The number of volumes lent annually is about 1 ,80(^. About 3,000 
persons annually consult the library. John Greiner, State librarian. 

DELAWARE. 

Ohio' Wesleyan University — 2,780 vols. — The college library was 
founded in 1845, and contains 2,000 volumes. It is open once a week 
for an hour. I'he students pay 50 cents a term for the use of the books. 
The faculty use them without fee. Professor McCabe, librarian. The 
Letagothian Society of Students, instituted 1845, has a library of 335 vol- 
umes, increasing about 100 vols, each year. •It has also about 250 min- 
eralogical specimens and curious cqjns. The Chrestomathian Society^ 
instituted 1846, has 450 volumes; annual increase, 60 volumes. 

GAMBIER. 

Kenyon CoUeffe Libraries — 7,550 i^ofe.— The library of this college is 
called the Library of the Theological Seminary of the Diocese of Ohio. 
It was founded in J 824, and contains about 4,550 volumes. The library 
is kept in the building of the Theological Seminary, and occupies a room 
40 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 12 feet high. A catalogue was printed in 
1837, cotjtaining 76 pages 8vo. The library is open one hour each week, 
and is free to the members of the college and seminary. Rev. M. T. C. 
Wing, librarian. 

The students' libraries contain 3,000 volumes. 
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GRANVILLE. 



College Ldbraries-^fiOO vols. — The library, founded in 1836, contains 
.1,000 volumes. Open every Saturday for the use of the officers aad sfu- 
dents.. Rev. Silas Bailey, president. ^ 

Students' libraries, 2,000 volumes. 



HILLSBOROUGH. 



T/ie Library and Museum Association of Oakland Female Seminary, — 
The association is composed of the pupils of the seminary and ladies in 
Hillsborough. It was formed in 1840. The library contains about 400 
volumes, besides a collection of shells and minerals. About 40 volumes 
a year are added to the library. A catalogue (8 pages) was printed in 
January, 1848. Another will be published soon. The library is open 
every school -day, whenever the pupils or others wish to exchange books. 
Pupils pay $1 for membership; other ladies, $2. About 3,000 volumes 
were taken out the last year, which is a greater number than ever befoie. 
Nancy F. Parker, librarian. / 

HUDSON. 

Western Reserve College — 7,634 vols, — The college library was founded 
in 1826, and contains 4,568 volumes, exclusive of periodicals and 
pamphlets, unbound, which amount to about 200 volumes. The average 
annual increase for the last ten years has been 133 volumes, mosdy 
donations. About $50 a year have been appropriated for books. A 
brick building 62 feet by 42 was erected for chapel and library. 'The 
library -room is 40 feet square. A catalogue (18 pp. 12mo.) was pnnted 

in . The library is open each Saturday afternoon. The faculty ilse 

the books without charge. The students pay f 1 50 per annum. About 
1,000 books are lent out each year. There are two societies of students 
connected with the college possessing libraries^ containing together 3,066 
volumes. Professor Henry N. Day, librarian. 

MARIRTTA. 

Marietta College Libraries — 6^^400 vols. — The college library, was 
founded in 1835, when the present college charter was obtained. It now 
(1850) contains 4,300 volumes. Its average rate of increase has been of 
late about 120 volumes annually. The library is open for one and a half 
hours every Saturday.. The use of the books is free of charge to the 
trustees and faculty: the students pay $1 per ye&r. A subscription has 
lately been opened for $10,000, and is nearly filled up, for the benefit of 
the library. It is proposed to expend about half of this sum immediafely 
in the purchase of books, ajid to fund the other half. A brick building, 65 
feet by 53, and three stories high, has just been completed. On the first 
floor are the laboratory, room for philosophical apparatus, arid recitatioa- 
room for the senior class. On the second floor, the library, the cabinet, the 
Hildreth cabinet, and a rhetorical-room, used at present as a chapel. In 
Jhe third story are two large rooms for the societies, with recesses for the 
libraries. The whole cost of the building was between $7,000 and 
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^8,000. The library-room is, say 63 by 25 feet, and 14 feet high. A 
catalogue of the library (42 pp. 8vo.) was printed in 1840. 

^^ The college library embraces, in addition to works of general litera- ^ 
ture, a valuable collection of philological works, procured in Europe. 

*' It also contains a large collection of text-booKs, \i^hich furnishes, at 
a trifling percentage, nearly all the text-books used in the preparatory 
and college courses; and a considerable portion of these are the best Ger- 
man editions of entire works. 

" In addition to these, there are three libraries belonging to the college 
societies, carefully selected, and placing within the reach of students a 
considerable amount of useful reading. 

" The present number of volumes in the several libraries is as follows: 

College Library, general literature - - - . 2,650 

'' : '' philology - - - - ^ - ^1,000 

" <^ jext-books - - - - ' - 650 

Psi Ganima Society Library - - - ... 850 

Alpha Kappa " <' 750 

Society of Inquiry ^^ . - . - . 600 



Total . - - - . , . 6,400'' 

Dr. S. P. Hildreth has lately presented his valuable cabinet to the col- 
lege. Tins cabinet contains '^ more than 4,000 specimens in the various 
departments of natural history, arranged in cases and drawers, labelled, 
numbered, and entered in a catalogue under their respective heads." 

TVte Marietta Lihrary issociati(fn — 1,000 vols. — This association has 
been in existence* many years. A brick building, two stories iiigh, was 
erected by it some twenty years ago for a library and lecture room. A 
thousand dollars have lately been raised for the purchase of books. The 
librarian is Thomas Vinton. 

'^rhere is ali>o at Marietta a library collected from the proceeds of a part 
of the township reservation for religious purposers. It is now under ^the 
c^are of the Universalist Church. . , 

NEW ATHENS. 

Fmnldin College Libraries — 2/X)0 vols. 

'm 

. OBERLIN. 

Lislitute Lihraries^A, 000 vols.^ — This institution was chartered with 
university privileges in 1833-'4. It embraces a theological, college, 
teachers', ladies', and preparatory department. There are about 4,000 
volumes in the libraries, as stated in tlie American Almanac for 1850. , 

OXFORD. 

Miami University Libraries^ 6, 76& vols. — Miami University was founded 
in 1809. A grammar school was established in 1818. The university 
began its i>perations in 1824. The library of the uaiversity was founded 
in 1812, and contains 3,486 volumes. It increases at the rate of about 
200 volumes a year. Some appropriation is generally ma ie for each year 
to purchase books: for five years previous to August, 1847, it was about 
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$250 a year. Now, it is |150. The university library and the two socie* 
ty libraries occupy three separate rooms, each j2.feet in length^^ 18 feet in 
• breadth, and 18 feet high. The university library is open every Satur- 
day morning for half an hour, and generalljr for two or three hours every 
afternoon. Persons entitled to the use of the books are — the feculty, freej 
students, who pay fifty cents a session; also the inhabitants of Oxford, off 
the same terms as the students. The number of volumes lent out of thtf 
library during the year ending October 1, 1848, is 489. This is perhapir 
about the average. 

There- are, in connexion with the institution, two students' libraries: 
the Erodelphian, containing 1,500 volumes, and the Miami Union, con^ 
taining 1,800 volumes. James C. Moffat, librarian. 

SPRINGFIELD. 

WUienburg College Libraries — 5,265 vols. — ^The library was founded 
May 4, 1846, and contains 1,406 volumes. About 100 dollars per year 
are expended for books. The library is opened once a week, and kept 
open one hour each time. * H. K. Geiger, librarian. 

The Excelsior and Philosophian Societies, composed of students of the 
college, possess valuable libraries. The Excelsior library contains 2,094 
volumes and increases about 600 volumes per annum. About 150 dollars 
are each year expended for books. The Philosophian library contains 
1,805 volumes and increases about 522 volumes per annum. About 135 
dollars are annually expended for books. 

Lyceum Library. — The Springfield Lyceum was formed November 19, 
1832, but till 1849 it had but few memberi^. Its library numbered but 
about 300 volumes. Lately a new impulse has been given to the instita- 
tion: a reading-room has been opened and supplied with 33 of the best re- 
views and newspapers, dnd public lectures have been coipamencad The 
- number of members has increased to 150, paying annually three dollars 
each. The room is open daily. Edward M. Doty, libratrian. . 

STEXJBENVILLE. 

Oity Library. — ^The Stepbenville City Library was founded in 1847, 
and contains 550 volumes. A catalogue is in press. The libraiy is open 
evftry Saturday evening from 6 to 8 o'clock. Members pay 10 cents a 
month for the use of the books — others 20 cents. David P. Cobb, libra- 
rian. 

ZANESVILLE. 

AthencBum Library — 3,680 vols. — The Zanesville Athenaeum was in- 
corporated in 1828. The library contains 3,580 volumes, and increases 
at the rate of about 100 volumes a year. Two catalogues have been 
printed: one, 20 pp. 12mo., 1831; the other, 72 pp. 8vo., 1843. The library 
IS open daily. The librarian is in attendance Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings. Stockholders pay five dollars per annum: subscribers thve^ 
dollars. 
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INDIANA. 

BLOOMINGTON. 

Indiana State University ^Libraries — 6,000 vols. — This institution was 
inioded in 1816. In the catalogue for 1848 are the following notices of 
Ae libraries connected with the university: "The college library is open 
to all of the students on paying a subscription of 50 cents per session. 
Each subscriber is permitted to take out a volume every Saturday. 

**This library has recently been augmented by a purchase of about 
2,000 dollars worth of books, some of them rare and valuable. It em- 
braces a choice collection of Greek, Latin, French, and English classics, 
the best standard works on history, biography, and the sciences, together 
with a selected variety of miscellaneous literature." 

*f There are two literary societies connected with the university — the 
Philomathean and Athenian Societies. Each has a well selected library 
of several hundred volumes." 

In the Law School, a good law library is provided for the use of the 
students. 

The aggregate number of volumes in the libraries may be stated at 
5,000. A catalogue was printed in 1840, containing 50 pages 8vo., pre- 
pared on the plan proposed by Professor Park in his "Pantology." 

Monroe Comvty Ubrcary — 4,000 vols. 

CRAWFORJDS VILLE . 

Waba^ ChUege Libranes — 6,100 vols. — Wabash College was estab- 
lished in 1833. The library was commenced in 1835, and burnt in 1838. 
tt was a choice collection of about 2,000 volumes, exclusive of the text- 
book library. A new collection was begun in 1839. It contains 4,300 
rolumes. There is a small fund slowly accumulating for the purchase of 
books. It is proposed soon to erect a new building for the library and 
other purposes. The library is open once a week, and is accessible to all 
persons coi>nected with the institution. Students pay 25 cents a term fer 
the use of the books. There are two societies of students — the Lyceum 
and the Calliopean. Each has 900 volumes. Professor Caleb Mills^ 
librarian. 

S VANS VILLE. 

Vanderburg County Library — 2,000 vols. — The sum of $1,000 has been 
placed in the hands of the treasurer, and about an equal sum is due from 
the county, for the purpose of founding a county library. An agent will 
purchase the books in the spring. The library will be open to all inhab- 
itants of the county on the payment of $ — per year. John Ingle, jr., 
treasurer; J. A. Corbet, secretary. 

FRANKLIN. 

College Libraries — 600 vols. 
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GREENCAaTLE. 

Indiana Astiuri/ Uriimrsity Lihrary — 2,700 vols. 

SOITTH HANOVEH. 

ffiniaver College Libraries — 4,700 vnh. — ThiaansiUiUion was fnUnded 
ill 1829. In the triennial calalogiie for 1849, it is slated: " By the lib^ 
ality of friends in the East and elsewhere, a very valnable library, and 
an exieusire and exeehein cabinet of minerals, have been recently ob- 
tained." The nninber of volumes at present (January, lS-50) is 1,700. 
There are two societies of stndeuts possessing libraries— tlie Union XJA' 
orary Sociaty, 1,500 volumes; Philalethian Society, 1,500 volumes. 

rXDIANArOLIS. 

The Slate Lifertrn/— 7,000 mb. — Founded ty act of lejJtslatiiTey P6h- 
mary 11, 1825, and couiains about 7,000 volumes, exclusive of dupiicBtte 
and surplus legislative acts and journals. It has also many valuable m^ 
and charts; snrno ciu'inus Mexicau armor and arms; a portrait of *' Bealo 
Simon de Cassii," painted in 1751; a painting of the " Tippecarwfi 
baltle-gmnnd," loO square feet; and a small colleciion of minerals and 
fossils. The average increase is about 250 volumes per annum, including 
congressional documents. The average expenditure is about 9i!0(l'a( 
year. Tho legislature makes, annually, a specific apprnpriarion for tfl* 
increase of tiie State library. It is usually ^300 — part of whicii goe* lo 
pay for newspapers, perioiilicals, and binding. The library occiipws Jbnf 
rooms on the first floor of the State-house — together, 80 feet long, 24 feOj 
wide. The last printed catalogue was published in 184], and contaiiii.' 
36 pages 8i'o. The library is open daily (Sundays excepted) from 9 a,W) 
It) ti p. m., during the sittings of the legislature, the supreme conr(<^ 
Indiana, and the district court of the United States — at othrr times, evsty 
Saturday from 8 a. m. to 4 p. ra. Persons entitled to the use ol 1^ 
library are: members of the legislature, ministers of the gospel, editors'^ 
newspapers, physicians, engiiiecTs on the public works, judgss ofthtt 
Uoited StJiies and State courts, attorneys of the supreme court, ofli'iCTSfll 
State benevolent institutions, secretaries and clerks of the legislature, and 
all persons elected lo office by the legislature. To such pi-rNons, the 
books may be lent out for a period not exceeding 30 days^thu hooks iH>t 
to be talten from the seat of government. About- I,lj00 ;vre talcen out an- 
nually. John B. Dillon, hbrarian. 



Indiaiui Medical CoBcgc — the medical department of Laporte university. 
The catalogue for 1845-"'S states: "During the past winter, a inedictdand, 
scientific library association, connected with the inslituiioii, was formed. 
Students can have access to the library by complying with necessury n^ 
ulatioas." .-i 

LOGAN SPORT. 



2'A« Sigottrneg lAbrary;— 3 fiOO w*^. 
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NORTH BEND. 

Si. Man/^s Library— 2 yOOO vols. — The University of Notre Dame du 
Lac, at North Bend, established 1842, possesses a library of the above 
name, containing 2,000 volumes. It is kept in a fine room, 21 feet by 
14, in the college, and is open daily from 1 to 5 o'clock for the use of the 
professors, students, and neighbors. About 1 ,000 books are lent out an- 
Bually. JS. A. Dussaulx, librarian. 

VINCENNES. 

Public tAbrary — 1,700 vols. — The Vincennes library was established 
July 20, 1886, and contains (1850) 1,700 volumes. It is kept in a room, 
15 feet square, in the City Hall. The first catalogue was printed in 1813; 
the next and last in 1838, of 17 pages 8vo. The library is opened once 
a week for three hours. Any individual may have the use of the books 
by paying $2 annually. Willis M. Hitt, librarian. 

COUNTY LIBRARIES. 

I 

The State of Indiana provided, in the law laying out the Stale into 
counties, for the appropriation of a piece of land in each county to the 
establishment of a public library. The income of the money arising 
from the sale of certain reserved lots was to be appropriated to the pur- 
chase of books. Monroe county has already procured a valuable library 
of 4,000 volumes: it is located at Bloomington. Vandenburgh county, 
as already stated, is about to establish one. Other counties, it is believed, 
have already commenced their collections, but we have not as yet been able 
to procure exact statistics concerning them. In some cases, the attempt 
to establish these libraries has failed, and the books collected have been 
sold at auction. The difficulty arose from the want of a librarian. No 
salary having been provided for such an officer, the books were neglected, 
and the library finally abandoned. 

Historical S'/ciety of the County of Vigo. — ^Prom the anniversary lecture 
delivered before this society in March, 1844, by Rev. Robert B. Croes, 
we learn that one principal object of the society is to collect a library. 

ILLINOIS. 

CHICAGO. 

Mechanics* Library ^lyOOO vols. — ^The Chicago Mechanics' Instimte 
was founded in 1842, and possesses 1,000 volumes, 40 maps and charts, 
aad 600 minerals. It expends for books about $150 a year. The insti- 
tute has a bequest of real estate^ situated in the city, valued at $5,000, as 
a permanent fund, but at present unavailable. The library is at present 
kept in a brick building adjoining the Mechanics' Hall. Two catalogues 
have been published — one printed in 1843; the second, (30 pages 12mo.,) 
in 1847. The library is open for consultation every evening, and for the 
deUvery of books once a week. The library is free to all persons for spe* 
cial reference. Members of the institute, their fiamiUes and apprentices^ 

Mi8.*-12 
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may use it without charge. Other citizens pay $3 per annum; appren- 
tices, $1. About 2,000 vohimes a year are lent out. A. D. Taylor; 
librarian. - 

Knoa; Manual Labet'GoUtge^ LiJrary-^l,40Q i^ft/if.— The library /was 
founded in 1844, 8(nd contains 1,400 vplucoiesj besides ^0 text hooks and 
500 volumes belonging to the preparatory depfi^tijaQnt. About '$40 a yew= 
are expended for books. The library is open ance every two weeks for an 
hour. College students pay $1. a y«ar.lqr, the use of the Ubrary. About 
300 volumes a year are lent to the faculty and students. The Adelphi 
Society of Students has asmall liibrary, puxcb?is(8d. afev mpnths ago for 
$100. TliQ ?' (Jnothautic Soqijety", Jias ft5 subscribed for. Ihie puiGhase 
.of books. J. S. Kuhji, librarian. '^: 

... ''■ ) • • ■ ;■ ■ ,. 

. *■ .■■■. ■ 

Monticello Female Seminary^ 4 miles from Alton, Illinois, founded 
18b8. — '^ The library consists ^f mqj^ tl^an 1^000 vols. It is accessible 
to all pupils." [See 11th anhualcatalogue.] 

jACK9q]?^yii4^jE, 

Jllinois Cqllegje Librajy^fiOOvpk- — *|!he library .was founded, in 
1830, and contains 4,090 volumes. |tls op^n twice' a week; one hour 
.each time- William Coffin, librarian. * . , 

• • , • . . . ■ . 

LEBANON- 

McKendr^^ Qllege Librariqs— 1,825 vols.~The college library was 
founded in 1(820-, and contains USOO volvi][ieav.;*The.avera^^ increase is 
:ab6ut loo volumes a year, mostly donatipns.. A catalogue will soon be 
printed The library is free to all persws^cj[^np^cii^c^^^^ 
Abqut 400 vplunies are tak^?ou t anB^ually . TC^ie iibfan'js 6p«ii oneie a week 
for one haiu. The Philosoph'ian Society of .Students, loinidcid in 1^846, has 
a library of 465 volumes. Tte Platoni.an. Sqciety> fprptied 1849, has 160 
volumes. Professor A. W. Cunimings, librarian, McKendree College. 
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State Library of Illinois — 4,000 w&,— ^This library contains 4,000 vol- 
imies or more, exchisive of duplicates. From the last annual report of the ( 
librarian, presented to the legislature 9th January, 1849j ft appears that the 
sum of $191 29 was expended the preceding yedt' for .miscellaneous 
bboks. This sum was the proceeds of the sate of* tiie State lawsj which 
are by kw ^appropriated to the library if The secretary of state is ext^kio 
librarian; but, in the report referred toy'he sugffBSts '^whiBther this depart* 
/nent, consisting of tbis peculiar description: orproperty, belonging to; t^Nr 
State, df thousands of dollars in value, does ttot meritlihe personal soJo 
attention of a competent person, selected for ttie exclusive purpose/' Ac- 
^*A catalogue of the' boolcs beiottging^ to the Illinois 'State Library, pre* 
pared by H. S. Cooley, secretary of slate and ex officio librarian, January., 
1848/' was printed at Springfield in 1848, containi44i[47 l*ige» 8vo. The 
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talogue is divided into seven partst 1, jnriispmdence; 2, miscellaneous 
3rks; 3, laws aindjudicia! reports of the State; 4, legislative journals and 
ports of the State; o, laws of the several States; 6, laws, documents,' 
c, of the United States; 7, pamphlets, maps, dkc 
The library is req[«ired to be open every day, (Sundays excepted,) du- 
\g the session ol the legislature, from 8 a. m. till 6 p. m. Books may be 
ii^n out by members and officers of the General Assembly during its ses- 
>n, and at any time by the governor, officers of the executive depart- 
irits, justices of the supreme conrt, and attorney general. The librarian . 
ySy at the close of his last report: "The undersigned jvould respectfully 
11 the attention of the legislature to the fact that oiir library probably em- ' 
aces a less number and a less valuable and useful collection of miscel- 
leous books than is found in any of the libraries bf our sister" States, 
lich suggests the importance of providing, by law, for a small sum to be. 
propriated yearf^, from the public treasury, for the purchase of scientific' 
A other vrorks for this department of the librtiry. *' 



ST. GLAIR COUNTY. 



The German Library of St. Clair county-rA ,821 vok, — We are in- 
ibted to Mr. Anthony Schott for the following interesting account of' 
e librairy founded arid sustained by the intelligent and educated' German 
ttlers in St. Clair court ty: 

"About the year 1830 the wave of immigration from Germany reached 
e Mississippi river, and but shortly afterwards it was swelled to an 
iprecedented height by political causes on the old continent. The con- ' 
quences and reactions of the French revolution of that year, in and oft 
n'many, caused a great number of persons to despond of any meliora- 
)nB in th0 State affairs of Germany, and to seek for an iasylum from the. 
newed and increased oppressions in their fetherland. Tliose who. 
eitided th^ir way to Arrierica were in great numbers frorii the profession- 
classes, and mostly men in the prime of their lives, who, with youth- 
1 ardor, had entered into the political arena, and many of whom had ' 
ien more or less implicated in the efforts fruitlessly made to obtain the 
t)erty of the press and more liberal constitutions. Upon them the fol- 
wing book exerted an immense influence: ^ Duden's Account of aResi- 
mce'in the Western States of North Aiiierica;' (first edition: Ebber- 
etd, 1B29.) It wai^ written in an earnest! and philosophical manner, iu, 
style, ad it werej expressly- adapted' to the Well educated classes. To . 
i«t book, it may safely be ascribed', that between 1830 and 1840 so large 
number of German emigrants settled in the counties of St. Louis, St', 
haries, Washington, Franklin, in Missouri; and of Se. Clair, irllllihois. 
'hus, in 1836 we found some 6-,000 to 6,000 volumes of books'iii the 
)ssession of new settlers in St. Clair county^ 111., who lived not very far 
>art and mostly ipi social intercourse. It was, therefore, practicable to 
ovide for a common centre, in which these books, if not immediately, 
it in the future, might be collected, instead of being scattered and lost, 
he impulse was given by Sparks's Writings of Washington, offered. by 
trading agent and desired by many, but too expensive for any one glloh6. 
his book was fitly made the corner-stone of a common library, to be 
lilt up by a very small annual contribution, ($2) by donations, (and 
course they were very often books discarded from the shelves of the 
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donors for their worthlessness ta them ; though I have had the satisfactioff 
of seeing many of them used to good purpose^ which 1 never had eX" 
pected to take down again,) and eventually by legacies. Our small 
means have been since 1840 still more limited, by a deduction of 2\) per 
cent, of the yearly income for a reserved fund, designed to purchase at 
the county seat a building for the library, when onr books shall have be- 
come too numerous to be contained in a room of the librarian's ferm-house^ 
(not in a log-house built for that purpose^ as Dr. Ludewig says in his 
article on the libraries of the tinited States, in Naumann^s Serapeum, No. 
9, Leipzig, 1846, where he also errs in giving another library to the Ger- 
mans at Belleville,') and to buy, by firee lodgings therein^ the services of a 
young professions^ man as a librarian^ when they would no more be 
rendered gratuitously. 

^^ Under these circumstances; vie feel some satis&ction that the Gtenpan 
Library Society of Sl Clair county, Illinois, incorporated by act of our 
legislature in 1839, now cgntains 886 works, in 1^821 volumes; that there 
are among them some collections of comparative value,' (the works of the 
great men of our Revolution j) Congressional documents, due to the favor 
of our senators and representatives; continued files of several German 
and American, newspapers and periodicals; puhlications in reference to 
the liberal movements in Germany since 1830; on emigration; on ancient 
German literature; on agriculture > on mathematics^ fcc; and that we 
have reason to hope that our library, whenever it will be proper to transfer 
it to Belleville^ will be firmly enou^ established to pass through the in- 
crease of expenses coincident with the expected increase of means and 
usefulness, which has frequently prostrated similar institutions^-e. g., the 
St. Louis Library, in 1839. ' 

^^ In the catalogue, as far as it has been printed, the books are numbered 
according to the time they came into the possession of the society; but 
we have an alphabetical catalogue^ containing: the full titles on detached 
leaves; and thirdly^ (not a so-called scientific catalogue^ for which our 
library is too small, but) a QeUalogvs maieriarum, where^ under proper 
heads; all our books treating on the same subject are named/^ 

UPPER AXTOK. 

Shurtleff C^Ueg^ Library—l fi2Q vols.— The Kbrary contains IfiW 
books, and 700 pamphlets and magazines. About 60 or 70 books are 
added each year. The library is open one hour each week. Trustees/ 
the faculty and students of the institution^ and such literary gentlemen 
in the ^vicinity as the committee may designate^ are entitled to the use of 
the library. The Alpha Zeta Society of Students, recently estaUished/ 
possesses a small library. Washington Leverett^ librafian# 

MISSOURI. 

CAPE GIRARDEAU. 

/Sf. Mary's (Mege £Abrari^2,4O0 vols. 
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COLUBiBIA. 

Missoitri University Libraries — 1,200 vols, — The college library was 
founded in 1842, and contains 675 volumes. One appropriation, which 
was of $1,200, has been made for books. It is not wholly expended. 
The endowment of the university is $100,000, invested in bank stock. 
The library-room in the university building is 36 feet by 24. It is open 
one hour every two weeks. The use of the books is without charge to 
officers and students.' The Athenian Society of Students has 200 vol- 
umes; the Union Literary Society, 325 volumes. R. S. Holmes, col- 
lege librarian. 

PAYETTE. 

Howard High School Library — 500 vols. — This flourishing institution 
occupies the buildings designed for Fayette College, which, though char- 
tered^ never went into operation. It has a library of 500 volumes, com- 
menced in 1849. There is a fund yielding $100 annual income to be 
continued for the increase of the library till it reaches 2,000 volumes. It 
will probably be continued longer. W. T. Lucky^ principal. 

JEFFERSON CITY. 

State Lbrary of Missouri — 4,637 vols. — The library was established by 
law in 1829. In 1831 the sum of $150 a year was appropriated for the 
purchase of books. In 1833 the annual appropriation was raised to $450. 
On the 15th November, 1837, the library was destroyed by fire, and every- 
thing valuable lost. The library at present contains 4,6S7 volumes, and 
32 maps and charts. It derives a small income from the sale of the 
State reports, laws, <fcc. The library-room is in the State House. It 
is one half of a circle,- 56 feet in diameter, 16 feet high. During the ses- 
sion of the General Assembly it is kept open from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. 
daily. During the recess it is opened occasionally, as the librarian may 
direct. State officers and members of the legislature may take out books, 
by giving receipts to the librarian. All other persons who desire it may 
consult the books in the room. The clerk of the supreme court is made, 
by law, ex officio librarian. Present officer, William E. Dunscomb. 

The Historical and Philosophical Society of Missouri, 300 vols,-. — 
From the first number of the "Annals" of the society, (29 pp. 8vo., 1848,) 
we take the following account of the society and its collections: 

^* In the year 1844 a few individuals made an effort to establish a His- 
torical and Philosophical Society for the State of Missouri, similar to in- 
stitutions successfully established in other States. On the 18th of Decem- 
ber, in that year, a meeting was held in the Senate chamber, in the city of 
JejSTerson, at which measures were taken to organize the society, addresses 
were delivered explaining its object and utility, a constitution adopted 
for its government, fourteen gentlemen enrolled their names as members, 
and a committee was appointed to apply to tjie General Assembly for an 
act of incorporation. The Rev. Dr. Goodrich presented to the society a 
volume of ancient travels in America, and a fac-simile engraving of hiero- 
glyphics, found in an Indian mound in Illinois, and these constituted the 
|)eginning of a library and cabinet which will probably become extensive 
and valuable. The constitution declared the objects of the society to be 
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to collect and preserve all papers, m^raofiars and docnments connected 
with the early history of Missouri, and all statistics in any way pertaining 
,Xo the population, mineral, navigable and agricultural resources of the 
jState, and to make publication thereof from time tp time. In conformity 
to the request of the society, an act of incorporation was passed and ap- 
j)roved by the governor on the 27th day of Febmary, 1845. Since that 
time an act has been passed grafting to the sopiety the use o/ajropm in 
th6 capitol, well adapted to its purposes. The society is located at the 
.city ot Jefferson, but biranches or auxili^tiy sjQoieties may be ei^^lished 
in any other part of the State. 

*' The first annual meeting of the society wais held on the g|Odi 0:f Jan- 
uary, 1845, at which officers were chosen for the ensuing year, new mem- 
bers admitted, several distinguished citizens of other States were elected 
as honorary members; the presentation of sonje. books, mineral specimens, 
^ntd other articles, was announced, and resoliitidns werepassted requesting 
the co-operation of the citizens of the State. 

^* The second annual rneeting of the society was held ori (he 19th of 
January, 1846, at ^x^hich addresses were delivered, tire presentetion of ad- 
iiitions to the library, cabinet, and inuseum, announced, resohitions 
passed, and officers chosen ^r the Succeeding year. * 

^^ The third annual meeting occurred on the 19th of January, 1847, at 
which reports of officers were heatd, resolutions adopted, officers for the 
yea^r selected, and addresses delivered. 

"On the ITth of January, 1848^ the fourth annual . meeting of the so- 
ciety was held, at which the reports of the officers were made and ap- 
proved, some appropriate speeches were delivered, and officers for the 
present year selected. 

"A room has been fitted up for the reception of books, pamphlets, pa- 

tiers, manuscripts, ciuiosities, and other articles, and the foundation for a 
.ibrary, cabinet and museum has been laid; and ];iopes are entertained that 
the liberality and public spirit of the QUizens of Missouri will cause the 
9ame to be rapidly increased by many valuable additions. 

" All editors and publishers of weekly newspapers and periodicals are 
solicited to present to the society regular files thereof, in order that they may 
be bound in volumes and carefplly presprved. The authors of all books, 
pamphlets, and pulpUcations of every kind, axe requested to donate a copy of 
the ^am^ for tl^e use of the librq.i^y. 'l^he society invites the contribution 
pf all old inters and manuscripts, illustrating, the l^istory of the discovery 
and early settlement of Missouri and. of the : wester^ country. Files of aU 
jaewspapers and periodicals that have been heretofore published in the 
State, witl be very acceptable. Ancient and curious books and pamphlets 
are desired as additions to the library, particularly all such as relate to the 
western country. A copy of every book and pamphlet that was ever pub- 
lished in the State is desired^ no publication should be considered too unim- 
portant to enter into such a collection. One object of the society is to 
collect s^nd preserve the fleeting and ephepxeral publications that otherwise 
would be buried in oblivion. . Citizens throughout the State may make 
inanycif)ntributio|ns.to the society without mv^ch trouble pr inconvenience.*^ 

' . . . ■ 
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• BALJIiarRA. 

. J^fasonic Colkge Lii^xiry— 2,500 vols, ' 

Saint Charles College Library— Z^O vols. 
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University lAbnirie^ — 13,580 t>o&.— The college librarjr, fotinded in 
1829, contains 13,500 vdlumes, increasing at the rate of 200 volumos a 
year, h occupies a room 40.feet by 20 in the < college building^; opened 
once a day. > Ail persons connected with the university are entitled to the 
use of the books. Others are permitted to consult the library at any time. 
There are three libraries belonging to societies of students: The Phila- 
lethian, with 630 volumesi the Orthological, 300 Ydlumes;: and' tile Phileu- 
phradic, 250 volumes. Caspar Girsch, librarian. 

Mercanttie JAbrary jl«$acta^it--*4,299 tfoh, — -This association was 
founded in 1846^ Prom the* fourth' report of the directors (January, 
1850) we gather the fbllewiug facts: The present number of members is 
589. During the year 1849 $1^888 40 were expended for 1^060 volumes; 
and 470 volumes werepresQntedi F^om the origin of the library $4,901 40 
have been expended for books. Those .presented during. the same time 
were valued at $1>?66. Whole number of volumes in the library, 4,299. 
An alphabetical catalpgue, 'with a classified index', forming about SOU 
pages 8vo., is now* in press.' Use of the books during the year, 4,748 
volumes. . 38: periodi<^aIs are taken. ■ Of 20 of these' the sets are complete. 
The libraria^i is Willia^iP. Curtis. Great pains ^eeih to -have been taken 
in the selection of books; andaU the affairs of the institt^tiMH: appear X6 be 
conducted with much energy and good judgment. 

Law Library — 1,500 vols, — The Law Library was established in 1840, 
by members of the bar, and is kept in. a room of the court- house. 

MIGHIGA.N. 

Ai;-BION. , ' 

Wesleyan Qotlege Library— r70Orofe.^^The WesleyaU' CpU^ge, fmhdeel 
in 1848, is making arrangements for the gathering of a library. Th(5 
preparatory department, which. has been longer in operation, has a library 
<)f about 700 volumes. C. T.'Hinman, president. 

ANN ARBOR. 

. . • . . \ 

f • • . 

Michigan University — 5,000 .wfo. — ^Founded in 1837. ^^The library 
of this institution was purchased a few years since in Europe, and consists 
of between 4,000 and 5,000 volumes of well-selected, standard works, in 
the various departments of literature and science. There are two literary 
societies connected with the college, which 'hold weekly meetings during 
term time, and possess valuable libraries of selecj and miscellaneous 
books." [Catalogue, 1848-'9.] Professor Abram Seager, libirarian. 

< ■ . » ■ ■ 

JDBTROIT* 

^. Philips CoUe}B^€Librayy-^3,00{!^vob. 

Young Men^s Society Libraay — 1,816 votsi-^^The 'Detroit Ytwin^.'M'^n^A 
Society was formed in 183E. Its library at present contalES 1,81© 
volumes. The annual increase has been about lOO'^olumes^ but bf late 
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a new and vigorous impulse has been given to the society. The number 
of paying members is 103^ including many of the first citizens of the 
place. A new brick building has been erected by the society, and will 
be ready for occupation in October, 1850. The building is 95 feet by 24. 
The lower story will be rented for stores. The second story contains* 
besides two.offices, a large hail for lectures, TO feet by 40. I^ie thira 
story is divided into two rooms: one for a hbrary, and the other for a 
committee^ room, &c. This edifice, when completed, will have cost about 
$8,000. The lot on which it is built (valued at $5,(i00) was given to the 
society by the land board of th6 then district. It is eligibly situated on 
Jefierson avenue-— -the principal commercial street of the city, it is 
expected that the rent of those parts of the building not occupied by the 
society will, in the course of a few years, pay for the building, and yield 
a considerable revenue for the support and enlargement of the institution. 
The library, when removed, will be placed in permanent glass cases, and 
arranged according to subjects. The rooms will be open at all times of 
the day, for membeis of the society, and their fijends not citizi^ns. Mem- 
bers are elected by the board of managers. They pay $2 each as initia- 
tion fee, and an annual assessment of $2. The society is nqt solely a 
library association, but it embraces also another department^— that of lec- 
tures and debates. A catalogue of the library (43 pages 8vo.) was printed 
in 1842. John S. Yan Alstyne, librarian. 

' • • • ' 

. liANSINO, 

State Library— 4 yiOO vols — The library was founded A. D. 1836, and 
contains 4,400 volumes. From' 1839 to 1848 there were no additions by 
purchase. In 1848, 395 volumes were purchased for $620, and 226 volumes 
were presented. In 1849, about 400 volumes were added to the collection. 
The library is kept in a room of the capitol. A catalogue was printed 
April 1^ 1846. The libraiy is open ev^ry day from 9 a. m. to 12 m., and 
from 2 to 4 p. m. State officers and meinbers of the legislature are enti- 
tled to take out the books. Thie secretary of state is ex officio State libra- 
rian. A clerk in his office has charge of tjie library, under bis direction^ 

Public L brary — 1,600 vols. 

SPRING ARBOR. 

Central College IMrasry — 1,600 vols. 

^00 TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES, — 43,926 VOLS. 

^*The law 'has for several years ipade it the .duty of the supervisor to 
.assess a half mill fax upon each dollar of the taxable property of his town- 
ship for the purchase of a township library, a portion of which tax may, 
when certain conditions are complied with., be applied to the support of 
schools. 

"The constitution of the State provides that -^tHe -dear proceeds of all 
J&nes assessed in the several counties for any breach of the penal laws, 
shall be exclusively applied to the support of said libraries.' 

'^Although, according lo the xeturns, xhece.are but 300 township libraries 
in the 425 townships of the State from wbich reports have been received^ 
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LI, there isB vtry gratifying increase in the number of these libraries^ 
3 number of Tolumes they contain^ and the extent of their circulatioli. 
lere are thirty more township libraries reported this year than iast^ con- 
ning in ail 43,926 volumes, which is .6^938 more than they contained, 
cording to' the reports received, for the year 1846. These libraries cir- 
ilate through 1,349 districts, which shows an increase of 268 over any 
rm^r year. Communications received from several counties affoM very 
atifying evidence of their increased usefulness." [Mr. Mayhew's re- 
^rt, 1847.] 

The amount of mill tax for township libraries in 1847 was $7,368 75. 
he amount of fines, fee, collected, ^07 15. 

74 SCHOOL DISTRICT UBRARIBS — 3^294 VOLS. 

The statutes formerly provided for these libraries. Now, however, the 
oney formerty applied to them is devoted to township libraries. There 
e, however, still left seventy-four of these district libraries, with an ag- 
regate of 3,294 volumes. 

IOWA. 

BURLINGTON. 

''The ^loioa Historical and Geological Institute^ was organized Decem- 
ir 18, 1843, but ten years after the departure of the *red men,' by four 
tizens of this city, and now [December, 1849] numbers over thirty 
lumbers. The object of the association cannot be better communicated 
lan by transcribing a portion of the preamble of the constitution: * We, 
le undersigned, agree to organize an institution, to be located perma- 
sntly at Burlington, Iowa, the object of which shall be the establishment 
* a cabinet of curiosities, of a library, and of a depository of records 
id papers relating to the primitive settlement, early history, and geologi- 
il features of Iowa.' 

'<l^he objects of the association have been steadily kept in view, and 
>nstant additions are being made to the geological and historical depart- 
Lents, as well as to the library. The geological and mineralogical 
)ecimens amount to about two thousand, and some of (hem are exceed- 
Lgly rare and valuable. The collection of historical papers, records, and 
4^ts relative to the early settleniient and history of this State has demanded 
le special attention of some of the members; and thus haus many an 
Qportant historical fact, that otherwise, by the death or removal of the 
nors, would have been lost, been collected and preserved among the 
chives of the institute." [Letter from David Korer, corresponding sec* 
tary.] 

DA.VENP0RT. 

The college at Davenport, Iowa, is in active operation. It has com- 
enced the lormation of a library. 

IOWA CITY. 

State lAbrary of Iowa — 1,600 w&. — The State Library was founded in 
)39^ and contains about 1^6(X) ^oteunes. The yearly additions have been 
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.very fittfeiH, derived from. *n eiciphaRge o^fjtiw books iJwrf public doedtnetits 
.!i»etweqn the States^ 9ad donatidns byiOoiagresa^ probably not exceeding 
4«tt YO^lumes a year. . The lih3?ary*roam is iti the capitol, and measures ^ 
.feet by 21,-aud 14 feet high. A <5£ttalegue wtis printed in 1839, and 
another in 1846, containing 18 pp. 8vo. The library is open eyery day 
during the sessions of the legislature and the supreme court, from 9 o'clock 
^, m- to 9.p. m^; at othef times it is open on Wednesday and Saturday 
ai;iernoo^9. St^ta ofBqer$> iigaembers of the legislature, and members of 
the supreme court bar, are entitled to the use of the books. Lemuel B. 
JPejttetsqii> Staj^ librarian, „ 

This infant State has aliieady made kgidatinre pro,T4sion foraState uni- 
versity, with several branches; a system of district schools, with normal 
schools, and district lil^rarfes. A superinteadeilt has been elected — Mr. 
Thomas H. Bentpn, jr. H^ has lately published, in a handspme pamphlot 
bl 14|0 pttges,'*^ Statutes of the State of ibwa tel^.ting tb Cprjiihdh Schools, 
including foriiife, Regulations, and instrtwtions, respecting pro^ 
under those Statutes," 8vo: Iowa City, 1849. "This confgiihs jplans of 
school houses, selections of books for district libraries, &c. 

There is a Presbyterian College at West) Point, Lee county. 

WISCONSIN.. 

•■■ BBLOIT. 
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B^lmt College lAbretties — 1,0Q0 vols, — The catalogue of Beloit CoHege 
aiid Seminary for 1849-'50 states that ^^ the libraries connected with t^ 
college now amotunt to over 1,000 volumes, and axrangements ave made 
which will insure their progressive incretise/' . 

.. JfAmSON. ....'.. 

'/ State Library~4iyQ00 iw&. — ^Founded in 1836; contains about 4,000 
volumes, including pamphlets and magazines^ The sum of '$6,000 was 
bppco]l)r)ated by iJonigress in 1830 jfbr the purchase of books.- 'Since then 
no additions of importance have been made, except the Jaws and reports 
tecelved &om the different States.. The library is placed in. a room of the 
capitol^.measUring 18. feet by 421. There has beexl no printed catalogue^ 
but one will be published hy January 1, 1850. Books are lent out to ths 
members.ot the legislatuie, judges of the supreme cauity and the Statt^ 
officers,' to be returned in Six days. About 6,000 persons consult the( 
library yearly. It is opened during: the sessions of tdae legislature and' 
supreme court, from 9 a. m. to 8 p. m. Privileged persons can always 
have access to the books. George P. Delaplaine, State librarian.^ 

University of the IState of Wisconsiny cU College Hilly near Madison*-- 
This institution was incorporated in 1849. 

*. A State Histm^al Society has been formed, and hai commenced flie 
gathering of a library. The jirst annual, meeting ofihe Society was heU 
at Madison, January 15, 1860% 

MILWAUKIE. I 

I-. . ■■ . ; •. ; •..■■•.• V 

ijjS]i».¥fung:iJ^n^^A89poifUion.9/iiM 4SUf 4^ Mibumkie lMB^.9k]x\Met^' 
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of mom thwL 1 A)W weH^setecttdiVolum^t Jn Aa ?e«idingiW)Ba. 5ff«;to be 
■fouad many of the valuable pferiodicalfi of thje day. Th^ librajy w-. ^P^P 
'for the.delivery of booksieytrjr- Wednesday from 2 toSo'cloob, andSatui- 
,day eveuings. The readihg^rooto is open eveny. evening. A catalogue of 
the library (18 pp. ISmo.) was iprinted. in 184& 

•' MlMESiOTil. • 
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^ A1mnesotaJSstoriped8oeietf..'^T\iis soeiety was iaoo;*porated by thf 
legislative assembly of the T^Bdtory on the lOdaof Octo^, 1849..; It bw 
already issued ^^Anhab -of this Minnesota^HistOTiQal So^ii^y/'. Sm-y^S 
pages : St Paul. The officers, of i ithe GOoieJUy invito exdhtogiss and coii^ 
tributioDs towards *the formaflkm of a library. Ale-icander Riimsjey, presir 
dent. 

Territorial lAbraty-rr'S fiOO tw&.t— The act of Congress establishing 
the Territory of Minnesota, approved March 3, 1849, contains an.appro?- 
priadon of $5,000 for a library, to be kept at the seat of government, for 
the use of the officers of the Territory, and other persons, under suitable 
regulations. The library (December, 1850) has been organized: 3,000 
volumes of good books (law and miscellaneous) have been purchased, 
and a catalogue (30 pages 8vo.) published. Charles Cavileer, librarian. 



ST. ANTHONY FALL. 



The St. Anthony Library Association was incorporated November 1, 
1849. During the winter of 1849^ a series of lectures was delivered be- 
fore the association. Just after the incorporation of the society, a purchase 
of books was made, as a nucleus of the proposed library. There are 
now, perhaps, 200 volumes upon the shelves. 

CALIFORNIA. 

MONTEREY. 

'^A good beginning for a public library has been made by the formation 
of the Monterey Library Association, and a subscription of $1,400. The 

Slan meets with decided public favor, and an order has been forwarded to 
Tew York for books." — New York Observer j May 18, 1850. 

TERRITORIES OF OREGON, NEW MEXICO, UTAH. 

The acts of Congress establishing these Territories contain appropria- 
tions of $5,000 to each for the purchase of Territorial libraries. The 
library of Oregon has already (January, 1851) been purchased. Dr. Bern- 
hisel, an energetic and inteUigent agent, has been appointed to collect the 
library for Utah, and has made good progress in the work. 

MILITARY LIBRARIES. 

We are indebted to a distinguished officer for the following accoup 
the military libraries connected with the United States army: 
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'< Under aiithority 0f the 'General Regulations for the Army/ libraries^ 
consisting of newspapers, pamphlets^ and bound books, are formed at 
most, if not all, the military posts occu|Hed by our army. The fund for 
the purchase of these is accumulated by savings in the bake-houses on 
soldiers' bread, and taxes on the sutlersof the posts. 

*^The number of volumes is generally but a few hundred, and not 
more than a thousand, probably, at cutiy on^ of the largest posts; and the 
number is constantly varying, by the wear and tear of the books in the 
hands of soldiers, and by the interruptions occasioned very frequently of 
late by the removal of the troops or division of the companies comprising 
the garrison, a^, in all such cases, the detached troops are- entitled to take 
with them their proportionate shares of the library. 

^^The formalion of these libraries, and the instituting of schools for in- 
struction of soldiers and children at the military posts, have had a very 
beneficial effect, in the education of those who, without these advantages) 
would never be able to read, and inducing an application of time to hocto 
which otherwise would be spent in idleness and indulgence in evil 
habits." 
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In the following Table are exhibited, in aeven daases, the numbec (tf ISniuipip.ia each State 
vith Ae number of Yolunoiee which Ihe}^ conftain— leathered from the. Ibregoing. "notices. Theet 
several classes of Ubrariee may be characterized, in general terifti; as, fbin^w^ 

1. iSriste lttMIH49, indnding those of the general governin^t and of ih»«cecBtiTe departments, 
and those of the St^te' eourtsC - Almost all the Stdtes in the Union have oii^anJEed State libraries. 
Those which haite hot, possess .collections of books which will ere low; setKd As d|t foundations 
of such Libraries. These libraries are composed, to a great extent, oTpubUc^doeutetnts of the 
general and State jtovemments, with works on statistics, poKtical econotay, history, &c. Some 
of them, as the Library of Congress^ the New York State library ^dkc, take a mttc];k wider ran^, 
and are extremdj valuable^collections for general referfuice. 

2. Social libwrie*, including athen»ums, lyceums, young men's associations^ machanics* insti- 
tutions, mercantile lihraries, &c.-«^These hbrariep are generally comBosed of poiiQlpr works for 
reading rather thap for reference. But among them are many of the best ebuections in die 
country. We think, that any one, looking over the catalogues of these libriiries, would be sur* 
prised apd gratiiled to ind them generally so well selected. 

In some Stata^ almost ev^ town has, under some name, a social library. Vost of these 
collections, it is true, are very small, oontainihg less than a thousand Volumes \ bat there doubt- 
less are a great many, far more considerable in size, which have been unintentionally overlooked. 

3. College libraries^ (exclusive of students' libraries.) — Our colleges are mostly eleemosynary 
institutions. Their libraries are frequently the chance affgreffations of the gifts of charity ; too 
many of them discarded, as well nigh worthless, from me cmelves of the donora. This is not 
true of all our college libraries ^ Ibr among them an some very important collections, diosen 
wi^ care and competent learnug, {)urchased with economy, and guarded with prudence^^ 
^hough ever nv^le to (hose who wish to use them aright. 

4. SttidenU* U^srics, in colleges, professional Schools, academies, £to.^— The societie* foniii»d 
by students in our seminaries of learning, fbr mutual improvement in debate and tm a p ^m d onrfbr 
the most part possess libtaries. These are generally useful collections of booki tif « ilopHlar 
character. Sometimes (in Yale College. particularly) they ara large, well selectfdy and nftnifi^ly 
arranged and kept. Dust seldom gatnm on the books in such collections. 'j,^- 

5. Libraries qf pro/Monal stAoolt anA4meorporaUd aeademies. l^- 
This clats includes theological seminaries, law schools, medical coU^res, and military acadenuet 

as well as high schools, generally termed in this country ^'academies.*^ The professional schools, 
several of them, possess the best special libraries in the country. These institutions (particularly 
the theological] are so frequently connected with academies, that it was found most convenient 
to group them together. The notices in the body of this work will generally i#ble the reullr 
to subdivide this clAss, as well as the other clasaes, if desired* *'y> 

6. Uhraries qf Learned SocieHes,— scientific, literary and historical. These libi^ries are most> 
1y composed of the Transactions of similar societies and of periodicals which contain the current 
records of science and lettera. They have been mostly procured by donation and exchange. Some 
of these collections are extensive and important. The historical societies are doing great service 
in gathering and guarding the precious memorials of our early annals. 

7. PiibUc School Libraries, Several of the states, have taken great interest in mpMying^ efwr 
township and s'chool district with a library. Other states have commenced such wneOTbns, And 
it is to be hoped that they may be greatly multiplied. They are not intended for pupils aione, 
but for all the population of tne district or township to which they belong. They are composed 
of valuable books, de8ie;ned and adapted to communicate useful knowledge in a popular way, 
and to cultivate all the higher elements of character. They are in continual use, and it is im- 
possible to overestimate their beneficial influence. 

Another class of libraries of which it ha» not been in my power to collect the statistics 
comprises Stmday School lAbranee, The aggregate number of books which they coiitai| 
is very great. These books, though mostly for juvenile readera, are allj^aye of a moral or re* 
ligious tendency, and they have vast influence in forming the inteltectqf^ at well at the moral 
character of the people. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 



Whole number of Libraries, exclusive of those of the pqblk; «cbook . 694 
Aggregate number of volume9 - - - > r * 2,001,632 



Whole number of Libraries containing, o^ch, 1,000 voluer:^, ^l!id 

upwards - - - * ;^ . . - : 423. 

Aggregate number of volumes in these Libraries • - ;• 2,106,688 

Average size - - . - • - . - V r 4,97r 



Number of Libraries reported, containihg less than 1 ,000 volumes, r ." 

each - - . - ^ \.' . , -«- 271 

Aggregate number of volumes in these Libraries -^ - - §5^980 



^Number of Libraries containing 1 ,000 volumes and upwards, and 

less than 6,000 ^ - - - ^ - 198 

Number of Libraries containing^ 6,000 vplum^s and upwards, and 

less than 10,000 . . . /. , -; , ITS 

Number of Libraries containing 10,000 volumes and upward^, and 

less than 2p,000 * - • - . - - *3 

Number of Libraries containing 20,000 volumes and upwards, and 

less than 50,000 - - - - - ; ; - 11;. 

There are but five Libraries containing, each, 50^000 Volumes and 

upwards. Namely : - - - - • - ff 

Harvard University- 
Public Library ... - 66,000 . 
Law Library - • .14,000 
Theolc^cal Library - V 3,000 . 
Medical Library - - - t,200 
Students' Libraries -V -10,000 

84,200 

The Philadelphia Library, (including the Loganian Library) - 60,000 . 
Yale College — j 

College Library - -20,516 > } 

Medical Library - - 900 [ ' 

Law Library - - 1,900 

Students' Libraries - 27,166 

— 60,481 

The Library of Congress * - - ^ - 60,000 . 

The Boston Athenaeum - - - - t 60,000 



*In this statement, and in those which follow, the Libraries of societies of studentsiand those 
of professional departments are counted with th6 Libraries 6t the Colleges or Seminaries witk. 
which they are connected. 
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AbbotyEzra ,; ....,.•. ..•.•.•,,•• 34 

Adamson, R. .,.-..••• • ■.••• i 112 

Alabama, libraries in ...........;........... 159 

Albany, N. Y ....;....;..;........:...•;...:...,...... , '73 

Albion, Mich. .'....• ....;..;.«...:••• ....••• ^ :. •' 183 

AMen, Rev. Timothy ....:.....,..;...... ..; 26,93,111 

Alexander, Rev. A. .,.....« .•...;.......; :...,.. ;, 107 

Alleghany city. Pa ; ..•...,..;......•....; ; , 10f7 

Allieghany College, Maadville, Pa.. ....:..:..,..;.,;..;,. ; ; , . ,' Ill 

Alpha Delta Phi Society, Harvard University. .....:....»• 35 

American Academy of Arts and Science^,' Boston. . .' »., '•••.•.. 24 

Anaerican Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia :.:;.......••• 123 

American and Foreign BiWe Society, N. Y .,;...;...••., 97 

Anrerican Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass , ." . . . 43 

American Baptist Publication Secielv, Philadelphia, Pd ..■..'...., ." 129 

American Board of Commissioners f6t PoriBlgrt 'Minsioi^, Boston : ;••..» 28! 

American JBthnological Society, New YbJrk'cily: ........;:;..;.•. .......; 97 

American Intstitute, N. Y ..•.:......;.:....••..;;....::.. 95 

American Oriental Society, Boston. ..'•.'••;....... •.......'• ■■'.••••••• 29 

American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. .•..;.....:....'..;;..• 122 

American Statistic^ Assotiation, Boston. •'••.. ^ •.•.••.....••• • 29 

Amherst, Mass. :..... .j. .....;:.... : v. . ; IT 

Annapolis, Md ...*••••.;; .......,•.' 13^ 

Ann Arbor, Mich. ............'...... ..; .m... 183| 

Anderson, Prof. M. B. : ;;...;:.,......-.. \Q^ 

Andover, Masd •.•...•...'......'••;. ^ •.•.....•... • 18^ 

Appleton, Samuel.. .. . ..••...'. «.••..../ •••...• ...'Tr.. • ••• 14 

Apprentices^ Library Cbmpany, PhfladdF^hia.. : ' 124 

Apprentices' Library, Charleston, S. C. .. ::::.' •.•..':..'.....:.:... .4: ;. .' 154 

Apprentices' Library, Cincinnatr, Ohld. .......•.•.'... .'•'••. • • 170' 

Apprentices' Libi-ary; New York, N.' Y. :..... •••....,•..•.....,•.• 94^ 

Archives, preservation of. ....;:;......'...... ^ ...••..'.......••... 12- 

Arkansas, libraries in the State.;.' ..'•••.;..:. ..: 163 

Assembly Library, Albahy, N. Y. ••;.......•.....*.'• . ... ^ ..'..'.'...'..... • 77 

Astor, J. J..;...' — ...::.. ,.,.....;.....;.... .:.... 89, 

AstoF Library, n: Y:, :.;... ....;; ..:.:;;...:.:. :......... 88; 

Athenaeum Society, Bowdoin College, Bi'aiiswkk, Mel . • ••.'.'.'.', ,. . 8i 

Athenaeum Library; Che^reh, Fa'. '.'.'. ^ ^ ^ ^ ......... L ...'......' .'.' • . . • . ^« • . 108! 

Athenaeum Library, Narftticket, Mhbl^.'. .'.;./... .1 ...... ^ 1 1 '...•..'. '. '•'..... 38 

Athenaeum Library, Philadelphia' :...';......•••..'...'..'............:.' .'c.'. ...... . 125 

Athenseum Library, Portland, Me. . . •'....;.;..........•*. .'...'.. ..... 8 

:Athcnaeum Library, PdriftfnoUth, N. H. .;;:.• ;.'. .•.:.;:;:.'. 14- 

Athenaeum Library, Qrb^den'ce,'R. I.;. .....'.-..............:. •..::.•••'• M 

Athenaeum Library, Roche6ttf,'N.'T :.....'.:.......:.. 98 

Athenaeum Library, RbxbUry, Ma^d. ;:.'.....:.. ..«..:....:.';;.'... 38 

Athenaeum Library, Safmi; Mass....'................'.....'..... ............... '39 

Athens, Ga .;:.*;.. ...:.... •....*..... . 156 

Athens, Ohio... \ .....'. 168 

Auburn, NY: ; .....,......•.:...... 79 

Augusta, Gki. ...;....;.'..: .......,...;......••...;.'..... 157 

Augusta, Ky., College Libraries. •.«...•.•.. : .'J .... ^ ........... ^ .'^ .' 165. 

Augusta, Me ••.... • ••••• 6 

Austin, Texas ..;....;......'...... ^.. :....: 162! 

Ayrault, Stephen ; ^ ;.........«..:/.;;: J .'..«..• 1.^.' 1 1 .:......... 5l! 

backus. Rev. Isaac. '..'..........'....•:.•...'••.'.'. t .......... 1 .. . .'.'. •.••••••••. 55, 61, 

5acon College, HAi'rddsbvrg, Ky. ......;..;.. .::;;;:;....,..'.. ..*... 167^ 

Bacon, John, M. 17..'.'.'. ..' <:::::::..; ^ :.;:..:;...:; J ..:.':.:...;:;.... 24^ 

Bailey, Rev. siiaft. ;.:..'. .'.'.; ;;;;... •....;.;::..".v;.';.:.';. 172^ 

Baker, Prof.Osmaii c ....;.;;.;.... .....;.....;.'..:...:;..v.......... 11 

Baldwin, Chrisiobh'er C. ;.;;.;... •..•.:;.•.•.•.....•..'...'..•.'.. *.'.*.' 46, 

Baidy, Peter......:..;..:;.......:...:,... .:.:.........:;,*:::..;.......... 109 

Baiamore, Md:.;:.. ..::.:..:.:... .^.:..::.:,.::-:... .•:.:.•. .•w::;^^^ . 133. 

13 " " " ....••■' ■ ." ■ . .. » 



« ■ « « 



194 INDEX. 



fi&ngor, Me 

Bardstown, Ky.. . ...»«.•.•..•»•»•..••••. 

Barnard, Henry. .«.«.....*....«;,.'.... 

Barnes, Phineas 

Bartlett, John R 

Bartlett, Hon. Wm 

Bascom, H. B 

Bat^n Roug^; La.; .*:. I ... J .'.'.' I .'..'...' Ti 

Baylor UnivfeMiiy; Inde{)ehatehte, Texas. ....'...*. i ....,'.... 

Beard, RichAfd. ..;.;.....:.;... .;.•.:..•..;..:............. .•...,.... 

Beecher, Dr.* Lyitikll • ;;; •.;•••.::...',,.'.'..'. ^ '.'. ^ .'. ^ ..'..»••••• 

Belknap,. Jeremy .'. . .V. . . . ^ ^ J . ; ^ J . ^ . . *. '. . J . .' . i 1 . ^ ^ ^ .' . ^ ,,. • • • • 

Belknap, John '.....'..'.:.....'.'....;; ^ r. ... ^ .... 1 ^ «• . • . • 

Beloit, Wis :.....;:;;...........::...;;.;.,::,.:. :;....: :....:... .. 

Bemhisel, Dr. i.;*;.!..^ JI....... .'.I...J. .n* 

Beneficent Libraty, Mfddtebtrry, Vt. ..'.'.'.'...:. ..' .* 

Bentiey, Ret. Wm., D. D ; i 

Benton, Thomas H.;|r..:; .......... '.:;.., p....,: 

Berkeley, Bi^op. :. .:.. ;.:..'......;..'.... •. . ». ^v 

Berryviiie,Va.... ...;....;..;..:..... ......; ...; 

Bethany, Vrt. ;;.'... •;:;..;..;;.■;..;...,.....,.... 

Joigeio Vf , it onn jL...*a........y....<ti........r..^^.. ., . «....*••...••.....•««..••• 

BUck8tock,J&med ;.;;;;;;.... '...^;. ...,,....*.. , 

Biendon, FrArtkiivi' tothtt, Ohfo* ..::;..;:.:::.:..... .'^ 

Bliss, Pr«f. Geo. R;... ................... ,..:;;...... .;..,.. 

Bioomingtorf,rrtd::; :.;........ ......w, :.;;:. .;.;...., 

Bonnell, Rev.J; M ;.....'.'...'.....'.. ..'..'.'...' .•..•^.. ....»• 

Boston, Ma^Ef ;:..'.;..;;:; 1 .... I '....;;...... 1 .' 

Bours, John ..:::..... I ^ .'...;.;. J . ^ ^ ......... J :..:;. . .... i ... ^ .. . 

Bowditch,Ndthanie?,L;L.D.... ;.;".:..:.:..:;;.:..;......;..... •.::... 

Bowditch Library, 'Bdsion .;..>" .........;..'.' .\' ::.:.:.:..'... : . . . . .... 

Bowdoin ColTe'ge; Brunft wick; Me ......'.'.'.'...' J .*..'.'.'..'.*;.'. J .' 

Bowen, Horatio Gates .......:.:; ..,..::.'.....:..,:...::... 

Boydtown, Medrtfcnbtirg cdunty, Va. . .. .....'.■:...■,;;, ..j,;^...' ;....,.. ..... 

Breintnal], Joseph .'•'. •••..'..'••.;.. ... • • •'••..'.'. .'. . .'. . ,\\ ........ .^ .« • 

Briogiers, L& •••'•••. . .'...........'.....'..;.. .'.'.'. .'. . . . • .,• 

Bri8towe,R6v.'Dir.. ;...:.:;..:.:....;.;.,.;.....,. 

Brookfield,N:H:................. :;............... *...... 

xsrooKiyn, i^r. x. •......*.......<...... ...... .................j...... ........ 

Brooks, Henry M .: ^ ;..;;.•.•• .1 ^ I .•'••;;...: ^ J .*::. i :.;. .; 

Brougham, Ldfd. ; ...... .......... .'••.......;..;......, 

Brown, G. L..,....;. ..........*. ;........... .;. 

Brown, John.:...;..:.....,:........ ,,..:,..... :, 

Brown, Jehncafter.. ;.:::::;; ,...; 

Brown, NichdlW.. ................. v.. •........•.....•;•. -..,.., 54,55, 

Brownne, Robert H. 



iBrown University; Prdvidchce,.R. L. , . ... 

Brunswick, Me: ..'.;.:..:.: ..i,,.. ::...*. . 

Brunswick couffty, Va .... .1. ...:...... . 

Buffalo, N. Y :::;.;:;;............:.::. 

Buifinch, George "S: , ::..'.•. .....:....::.: 

Burlington, lowti' .".;;;. ;.:.::.....: 

Burlington, N.J.:....:......:....:..... 

Burlington, Vt;; :.;,:.:: :.:... 

Butterfieid,Wto.. ;.......;;; ..:. 

Caire, Paul. .:...'.-..:::.:.:::...:...:. 
CaihouH,Rciv.P:... :...:,.:.::... :..... 

California :...;.....:...• : . . : 

Cambridge, Madd. ...:...::.: • .: 

Cambridgeport, Mass'. ; .;.....;;. 

Canonsburg, Pa. ;...;..; : . 

Cape Girardeau', Mo . ; . : : •' 

Carlisle,Pa..... ;..;..;.;;.. ....;....::. 

Carlisle, Rev. Thdm^s. ;....;:.;; : ;.'. . ; . • 

-Caroline coulity, Va. .;••••'•':..• . .' . ; ; ; . . . 

Carpenter, Cdrtietius N. ; ^ :;;..;;: . 

Causten, Dr; JamesH., jr ;. : . .... • 

Cavilecr, Chailes.v;. . ;::..;.:......... : 

Central College, Btendon , Ohio .:..:....... 

Central Lodge Library, Spring Arbor, Mich , 



■ « - 

. • • • f 



1 * • « 



I^'fiX. 



!iH re Gnlleee, Danville, Kr-. . 
impliii, ChriitDpher O- > 



•riati, Obio 

-itirnry, Brooklyn, N. Y....... 

Sc*i<in| Library, Lowe!l,MM«... 
■ rr. « Co., Hiss 



5^ of New jeraey , 

^^ of ClwrlF>Uin, ChatlwtQD, a. C 

K«> of Phy«id4nauidSurgeoii(,iaih«city of New York.. 

■;^« of Si. ThoniM of ViKsooTs, Philaiolphia. 

r*5« OF the H"ly Cross, Worcesttj', Max 

*>ftb«,M. : 

™'«ll)iB, S. C 

™nibi«,Tenn 

™«t>itii* CoUtp^, New Yotk diy 

'''mliia College, Wathioeifln, O, C. 

"'u'Titna, .: , 

"iikird.N. H --■■ 

"'iffreQceSeminary.N. H 

'^nn-aicui 



ent, Wuhinsion, C... 



»»ineion, Ky 

Mil, Mr 

■aig-John S 

■*wford8»ille, Ind , 

ocker, Mrs. Hnnnah Mslber 

ose. Prof, N 

iinberland CoUtce, Princtton.Ky 

Miberland UniTerntf, L«banoi>,T«nn.. 

mm-n-B, A. W 

n>fl, William P 






.n.Villiari 



n Colleee, MenklenbutgcoiialfiN. C... 



r,H.nryN 

ute-SaniMl..,.,. 
lap'ftiiM,GM. P.. 



196 ran^. 

Ddawsre . . 



e ColTcgg, Del 

DeUware.Ohio 

Demill, Miaa Elizabeth 

DBmOBihenean Sotielj, New Ip«WJch, N. H-. 

Dcnaixon, Alexander .....,., 

Delroil, Mich 

Dickinion College, CarlwU, Pa 

Dillaway, Chflrlca K 

DiUon,JohnB 

Die tricL of Columbia 

District School librarJM, Maine..... 

DobaoD, Judah 



Ddly, Edward M 

Dover, Del 

DownLng,.CharlBB"W... 



:, Willia*.. 
Dublin, N. h7... 



Dugaa, L, A.. 

. Duncan, Aleitander ,,, , , . .. 

Dunacomb, William E..... ..._..... 

Duaaaulx, E. A ', ', , 

Eaal Hampton, M, Y ^ 

Esal India Marino Socislr, Salem, MaM. 

EasiOD, Penn 

&B',oti, Jonalhan ; 

Eaat TennoMee Univeraily KnoXTille, Tano 

Ea»l Windsor, Cl. ,,. i, 

Ebeneaer Academy, Va 

Edwanla, Morgan ,_,. 

Ellery, Chrislopher^ , 

Elliott, Rev, David, D.D .' 

Ellnn, Romeo ,. 

Emeraon, Brown , 

Emmetaburg, M(i .i.,..,.,. ... 

Emory, Wa«hingion eouniy, Va , 

Emory and Henry College.,.. , ..,., 

Emory College, Oi ford, Qa 

E ndico It, Charles M , , ^ 

Engineer Deparrment Library, WaabingloD, D. C , ,t, 

Engliah High School, Andover, Man.... 

Epwco pal Theological Seminary of Virginia, PairM wonty 

Eaaex Agricultural Socioly, Salem, Maaa , 

Ejaex loBiilulB, Salem, MnsH , , 

Eoez Son'hem District Medical Soeieiy, Salem. Hau. ....' ".'I'lll'. 

Eatell, William ; , \ 

E«ansville, lod , ,.,,, , 

Evereii, Edward , 

Exeter, N.H ,-.ftf \ 

Fiirhx coanly, Va. 

Fairbx dittncl, S. C , ,... 

FalUin3ton,Buok»county,Ps r. 

Fanner, John . 

Pafelle Academy, K. C .'.. ""'. 

Fayette. Mo. *.,, 

Feller, M , ' 'J! 

Fell, Joseph B ^X.; 

Female ln«tiiHle, Columbia, TsDQ ,,,., 

Fiftley, William P ^ 

Finney, J., jr,.-, , , , ^ 

FiroOi, J. M ,.r .*.■ 

Fiaher, John,. « ., ^1..., 

Fiiher, Maturin L.,... j., , 

norida -. V 

Pluihine, N. Y. ,..„ 

Ftdsom, Cbadaa , ..-.':............«..., 

Porbjf, P. I...,. „,, ,„ .,... „.....,. <K.,. ..,„„, 



inDbx. 



Fordham.N. Y 

Foreel Club, Houllan, Me , 

Forreel, Bev. R ^ 

Poster, Thfodors 

Poaier. Thnnifls Qiil«g 

Frankfort, Ky ; 

Franklin, Benj 

Franklin Colleg(!,AthenB, Ga 

Fiarklin Collett, Fmnklin, Ind 

Franklin Collage, Lancnater, Fa 

PranklinCnllegB, New Athens, Ohio 

Franklin Collegs, Nashville, Tetin 

FranbiinlnBliiuie, Philadelphi.., Pa 

Franklin Library, Hiidnon. N. Y 

Franklin Lrfbrary, Lawrence, Mflsa , 

Franklin Society, Mobile, AU ^ 

Pratiklin Society, Projjdenee, K- 1 

Franklin Society, Brown Cniveraily, Prcnidepee, R. I ,". 

Free Academy or Aew York city ^ , 

Prei«,Andrt , 

Ftench, Esra B....,^...... 

Friendly A«Bociaiion of Upper Middlelown, Conn 

FrJendfl' Eoarding School, Providence, R. I 

Friends' Library of the Four Monthly MeeliDes,PUla<lelptiiB. . 

FroM,RevetcnciA ..'. „.„. 

Furman, Richard , 

Purman Theological Se[niD«iy,S. C 

Galeaburg.lll i* 

Gambler, Ohio 

Gardner, Francis , 

Gaiger, H.K 

GenevB, N. Y ^ 

Gaorg«own, D. C 

Georgeiowo, Ky 

QermaniJbrflryofSuCIpir county, 111........ 

German Society Library, Pfailadelplua. , 

Gellyaburg, Pa , 

Gibba, J. W 

Uibba,Mira9ara)i 

Gihb«, William C 

GigM.G. M 

Gilmonlon, N. H. ....» „ 

Gilpin, Joseph , 

Giroch, Caapor ^.. ..„..« 

Gjdfrey, 111 

Goodrich, Rev. Dr,.....,.. ..,,,.....,. 

Goodwin, Daniel B~ ^ 

Gould, Dr. A. A , 

Gould, Roberts , 

Graham, Samuel S.......... , ,,, 

Oram, S. HieiinM v 

Granville, Ohio 

Great Palla. N. H _ 

Greencafltle, Iiid 

Oreen, Samuel 

Greenville, Ten n 

Green wuod, Abbeville diatiiei,S.C 

Greelham, William D 

Greiner, John ,, 

Groion, Maaa. 

Guild, Reuben A 

OiKhrie, Samuel 

Hegeratown, Md.. , 

Hamilton, NY 

Hamilton Coll«|«, Clinton, H. Y. 

Hamilton, p ,,,, 

Hampden Sidney CoU^, Priaoe Edwud ecuntjr, Ta 



198 INDEX 

Page. 

Hanover, N. H 13 

Hanover College, South Hanover, Ind «... ••.••.. • ITS 

Harlan, R. D ^.. 166 

Harmon,N. W » *., - 37 

Harris, J. IMorrison... ......,..«,... r...<...«w^r^....«.«.^ 135 

Harris, Thaddeus William^ 34 

Harrisburg, Pa « ^ ^ -. . • . 110 

Harrison, Joseph.. . .....»•»,.•.... • . • 49 

Harrodsbur^, Ky .^ « ...«•••••«• • 167 

Hart, William D Ki7 

Hartford, Conn r..^*..... .-• .^ w. .....»• 64 

Hartwick, N. Y 83 

Harvard College, Cambridge, Mass ••••..•••.•.......•)•»•.•••.. .t.... 31 

Hasty Pudding Club, Harvard University... « 3S 

Hatborough, Pa ,.•..... 116 

Haven, Horace Apf>ieton..*.. • • 15 

Haven , Samuel F ...... ^ , » » ^ 43, 46 

Hazelius', Eu-neet «...•• «•••.'....».. •»• ... 156 

Henderson, J. S « ••••••« 168 

Henry, Edward • ,• • 96 

Hero'Sean, Society, Harvard UniversiLy...,., ..••••.<•«.•.«*.•»*• 35 

Herrick, Edward C. ■.'. 71 

Hillsborough, Ohio..,,. 172 

Hinman,C.T 183 

Historical and Antiquarian Society of Vermont, MoBtpelier, Vt .-. 17 

Historical arul Philosophical Society of Missouri ..r. •....••##•••'-•••...• ••....•• 181 

Historical Society of ueorgia. Savannah, Ga. .r.. ••«,.«,.. r....^..^^^^^^. .*...• 158 

Historical Society of ConQecticut. ..^.t-. ;•• .^....•r.«....i(.....4.,.» » 67 

Historical Society xxf Maine..... .r.........^. ...... ^..^..^^. ..,.«■« ^....1 8 

Historical and Pifuiosophicdl Society of Ohio ...,.....•••>..•..•• ••». .-. .;, . . • 170 

Historical Society of Penosylvania,. Philadelphia.*..... •..'.■•...•.., .....tf ••»-'. ..• 129 

Historical Society of the county of Vigo, Ind »..••.»»••. ..#r..^.'^/...-..i».i«..,. 177 

Hodge's Institute, Greenwood,S. C .••»•••...... •••^-»». • 156 

Hoge.W. J ; ^..w 168 

Hollis, Thomas.. ,,^ .■ • ......■..• -.^ ... . . » 3t 

Holmes, R.S ► ►.. r. ♦* 181 

Hottinguer, Baron. ,.. ... . .■•• •..•••••• • »• 53 

Ho^ulton. Me.. .....»..•.•.•.. • * 8 

Howard College, Marion, Ala. » , 139 

Howard High School, Mo , ..-...•• ^ 181 

Howard, IssaclMr... .......... ....... . «■. • ,..•••'.,••». .«. . . . ^. » • • • 156 

Howe, George.. ..«.....«r .•••... •....'••.•.' ...•....••...•..#•.<...• 156 

Howell, Robert H ^.., ......*..**.#.*.* Si8 

Hubbard, Josi&h. « » •. . . » » 37 

Hudson, N.Y 84 

Hudson, Ohio ». ■. .^. • .....-...»••••» 172 

Huidekoper, F . ..^ .-..►..►..... »...* .* .v«%.k •.,.%••«....•>. ^. 112 

Hulse, li^aac •..•■.. ••••••.>««#.•.•.«•.••• • 160 

jxuuipnrcy, x . «i ».<..• »-. ..■....•• .•. -. .-. . .'.*. ..••,•............. .'... .*».«*....*....*••%.•.. ^49 

Huntisville, .Texas .« • • ^ .^^ •*. ••■»».. ^ 162 

Illinois ; 177 

Illinois College Library, Jacksonville, IlL •••..... ,. ■, ' 178 

Independence, Texas 163 

Indiana ^.. •.•.••«•... ...<...>..,.. .^^.. 175 

Indiana Asbuvy University, Greencastle, Ind^,...- .-.r.^.-r... .. .>.-.- •>« 176 

Indiana Medical .Coltlege««. < , , .-. • • • • 176 

Indianapolis, Ind .-.« «..*^. 176 

Ingle, John... *..... ... . . .•.• ••- ••••• 175 

Insecis injurious to ^looks • • 71, 154, 155 

Institute of. 1770', Harvard University. .^ •.•.•»•••.........•.•.. •• 35 

Iowa ...^ 185 

Iowa city .►•*^..v..... .>..* 4.. 185 

Icwd Historical and Geological Jnstiiuto ••••• » •• lti5 

Irving Literary Institute, Erie, Pa.. •»• ..,,.., ».,...^...«...- Ji^ 

Ives, Mrs. Hope • ...,.#• • ;.... 55 

JackBon College., Columbia, Tenn ...•.•.•..■........r...r..^ ...#....•...'.•. •• 'l63 

Jackson, Charles T ••....•...•^..•. •.....•.....•.•. 86 

Jackson, James «—.»*......».....»....».......r.r»rr... ••%•/•' 157 

Jackson, Miss » » •**., v....»w «•••• 160 

Jackson^ Ten..,. •». • ••••••••«.••«•*••'• 163 



« . . « • 



im&sk 199 

Page. 

JTacksonville, 111 •»••«••••«««••««<• ^ •.. v i • .^ ^ ^ .•'.-•-•.;•.•.•.'..;«•«'•••.••«'••••• • 178 

-Jeflfrey, George » ^ » •..-...•... ; •, ....•.• 15 

Jefferson Apprentioes' Libruy, Washington, D.C..,,; .; '..••«.•••• 143 

Jefferson city, Mo ••.....•». i.*«««««i*.*.«««»i«;i. ..;.;.. ;•;;;.• •• 181 

JefftTSon College^ Briogicra, Miaek..,«..4..»ii ;;..;,....;... 163 

Jefferson College,- Canonaburg, Pa. ...».•.,«... -. .....•.•••« 108 

Jewett, Charles C.. ......:........ 141 

Johnston, James . . . . • *••'». i » k •*»... *•.•..«;« «••...;;.....•. ; '.;•«. . 110 

Johnston, Robert ••••»v««k*»..*....«....is*h« ..; ;...•.....•..• 53 

Johnston, William »••*.. i i i •..;:•.;...;.••.;;..,.....,.. .. 167 

Jones, Syl vanus ....••....«.• ...• ..^ ...••..;;.;;;.. • ,* ' 82 

Jonestown, Pa........ ••.«b«...«4. ..;«... ;;;;.; lit) 

Jadicial library, St. Augustine, Flck .•••« k b •-•-...«•«•••;-...;•• ^ 160 

Juliana LiWary, LAOcaster, Pa. ^ « ..•...'......*.. Ill 

Juvenile Library, DubHn, N. H •.••..-....%,....,•••••... • . . • 13 

Kearon, Robert ....••••.«<..•••..<;••.•••»«;•••........;.... 139 

Kendal], G. WiUiame. 170 

Kendrick, A. 0. «....- :.; 83 

Kent, Benjamin ...,••• .•••••• i^.;......^;..-. .,••••... 39 

Kent , C hanoellor • • <• ^ .....,......;;.- 51 

Kentucky .......«....«...••.. .v.-.-.*, ....-•..•...•..'.•'.: 165 

Kentucky Historieal Society ^ ^ ..«...</ ^ « •..■..•.-..-•.;..;;;....-;.-.-;..'.. .' 167 

Kenyon College,- Gambier, Ohie....*.. 4.v ....;;•■;.-.;.';.'....-....• 171 

Kiernan, Thomas^ . .r ••««•.. v «./ « ^ .<.- ^ .•...;..'..-.•...;..-;.';.-.• ; 34 

Kunball Union Aoademy, Meriden village, N. H.*. •.-•-...-.....';.;..'..• .'••.•»••... ' 13 

King, Charles B ...^,^./.^-. /./...-.. 51,53 

King^s Chapel library^ Be8ton,-Ma8a.wrf<«.........-.*..-.'..';.. ....... ;•.....*•.• 2D 

Kirwan, Richard # ... j #«.<<•</ .r .... ^ .■...■,•••.'...';.....-,......;.; 39 

Ktidx Manual Labor OoUege, G^alesburg, III. . ^ *..; ^ ; ^ •..;;.-..;;.;;• • 178 

Knozyille, TeAn..#.<«<<««/.«#..««^4w^. <..••.... •'.•'.-.-...•. ;...;. •••• ^ 163 

fikUbn, J. &>.•••••• .-.'. r . iT. fvtr* ..*••..'. •'.'.'•*.'.'•'.'.'• •'. •'•'.'.'.'.'.'* .'.'•'.*.'.'*'. .'• ..'»....•• ifo 

jLdidd, William...- •^..r^.r.r.w.-.i.w .••..-. •......-. .-...'..'.;.••;; 8 

Zja d ies * Li brar y, D u blin, N. • H .. / ^ « « i . . • , .v • .- ..: .*;.'....'•......•• 13 

Lafayette College, Eaeton, Pa^r^jj,.,-, . . ^ ; . ^ ,';-.'.•. 109 

JLa G range , Ala. ... .r .«•. ^ ,•<#••• .r «... ^ .•...•..•;,'.'.-..-.-.•.....•.;....-.... 159 

lianCaster, Pa .-.•.-. r. . r -. . . ... ..'.-. . . .-.•'.... .....' Ill 

Lane Seminary at Walout- Hill#> near Cinoinnati, Ohio; ;•;;....-..;;;.• 169 

LAnman, Charles.* ««.^.. «#•#«/. ^^./^¥..-..^. -.-.;.'..;;.'.'....;.'..;.. '.;...•... ... 140 

Lf«ising, Mich ^. #.. .•^. .r.^ .v^. . ^^. .'..-...'.'.'.........'...-...'....'..••... . 184 

JLaporte, Ind. .«• «.^r ^.r/^/#« ^... -.//....•.•.'.:.•. ^. -..;.... -;..... 176 

Laiw Association of Phiiadelpbia'.*.%v...-. .■.•.-.-.•...'.'.-.-.-.'.'.'.....•;.... ............ 137 

Law Institute, New York, ]N.-¥<r/«/tfw.'.-.w. .-.-..;..'.'.'::;..'..-......'.;....:... p 95 

JLaw Library, Baltimore, Md.r.-.-. ^.•.-.v..-.-. ..-.-.. . . . . .-. ..'•'• ............ 136 

Law Library, Harvard University. .-.-.•.■• '...'..• ..'. . . .... .'..'.. . • 35 

L*aw Library.- St. Louis, Mo..-.-. ••..-. ••. ...... .••-. -. ..... . .'• ... I ^ .......... •. 183 

Lawrence, Mass ,^0*^^. ,-^, /. . ii*m» ........... ..'. .... ••.•'.;.; ;. • . • • •'...., 37 

Lawrence Academy, Grotony Mass. •#-«.•.. ..-...-..-. ...-....'...-;.'.';;';.».•..••...• ' 36 

Lawrence, Amos. . . . . .^ .r ^ . .r /.-.'.p^tf .*. .^<-.- • • . •*. . . . • • .^'. . .-. . .-.-. .-. • ... .\. . • • . ;•••'••• 36^ 41 

Lawsing, A. F .v.«... ...••....' ;... .........; ••• 78 

Lea, AlbertMiller.r.^..r..«.r^,.//w..,tf... .......... •.•..•..•....'. .-.'.-..'..-..-.. 164 

Lebanon, III ^»,4.*.i* ..............;.•.........,;. 178 

I^eibanon, Tenn. ............ ... r .-. ••. ... ^ z^.*. .- .- .*. . .'.' '.*. ... 1 ... • 164 

Legonais, I. ..... . .■...-^» .-••, . • . .•.-.•..-. . .-. . .-. . . . •*. .........' • • 83 

Lenox, James. e... ..•r.r.r,,^^^.^..-. <.-«.- •.;.'.'.•.. 93 

Leonard, L.W....,,rr.. r.^.....-./.^. ...... ....... ....* 13 

LflUherbury, Samuel C... .- ,. 131 

Leverett, Washington. # r .^ # .-.^ . ^•-•■« «• . ,- ^. ••.■ '. 13 

Lewit*burg; Pa ,^ .-. . .•w. . ..>..-. ^-. ........;........ ^ • 111 

Lexington, Ky .r. . . .-. . . ... . .-. ..•. .-. .-. . . . ,^ « 167 

Lexington, Va.. •.-. -. ... ...•.•,•...•..-.•.. ........'..•«.............. 144 

Lexington Court House, S C^. • r .. . . .>. . . /.>. ..-.-. '.,.......•...• 156 

Liddle,WilJiara.F... ,... ........v ...,....'. -98 

Lindsay, John W .•.^. ..... .........v. .•;..;.. 1. ........ .'*;► 68 

ifiicrary A delphj, New- Hampton ^Ni Hw. .......... ...- ;........\. 14 

Literary and S^ieniific Club, Tuecumbia, Ala.. ..-..'....-...'.'.....'.....'•.. ....1.... ,159^ 

Literary Association, Parkorsburg,Va<. .■.-........-.. . ..'..-.'...'.'.'..'.*....,•.. .... 145^ 

Literary Society, Romney, Va^.^^^'. ..^. .•.;.•. .-*.•. . . . .■.■....'..•..;. .....'......•..• ."J47 

Li^le Rock, Ark.. . . . #. r r # ..r^. • .r. . .f . . ^z. .•. . . . ... . .- . • ........':...... i .. • 1^3^ 

Uvermore, Samuel-. -.•. «>r. ••.*.'.>.'••.*.'•*•'•'•'.'. • ** .••••••...»•'•.•••.•••••••.• 36» 

XJ^wood,.Dr. S.-L«>f*>r^r^««r«'#t*^t^«'tf'w^«- .*«■•'•*• •'•-• •••••••.'•';•;••;••;••••••• r ••• ' ' 154 



200 MW^ 

Page. 

Lo^n, William ,..,,..,, ,«•,«..•• IM I J 

XtOganian library^ Phfladelpbia. ••• Itt ij 

lliQ^nsport, Ind...... • «.....««.ii.«. ^^ I 3 

iLon^ley, £....... ', *••••??? f*«ft 1^ I 1 

.'Louisiana ....!..... I , • • t ••«••«•••••»••••»•••• • lA I ! 

Louisiana CoUege, Jackson, L<9.. ,.,...,« ^ | i 

Louisville, Ky .....••••••• •••• l€7 

.Lowell, Mass •.,.,•.•••,•••,••...•••••• -H 

Lucky, W.T 181 

Ludewig, Hermann £... •••»,..»••••• • • •• 

Luzen,J.P.O. .......:.... ,......., 199 

^Lyceum Library, Little Rock, Ark ....•• f •••»••••» • IQ 

Lyceum Library, Orance, N. Y .•..•■•••.»;*••.•....%••••••••. •••«k«** 'K6 

Lyceum Library, Worcester,' Mass. • , . . ^ . . • .••••••••• IB 

Lyceum of Literature, Science, and Mechanic Arts,. l^oughkeepaie, N. Y SB 

Lyceum of Natural History, N. Y •,.•.•« 17 

Lyceumof Natural History, Troy, N.-Y .,.. 99 

•McCabe, Prof , 171 

McConnell, Samuel H ,,••••..•••• • •. 16! 

SlcDowell, Dr... , , 129 

McKendree College,' Lebanon, III. . • ...... ^ • • • • 176 

MpKenzie, John •..••••..••...... ^ ,...,....• » • • 151 

McMa8ter,F. W 155 

Macon , Ga .....••.• «.«••.••• .«••• ••»•• 157 

jEidadison, Wisconsin •••.••.,•..;•••.•• «••••• *.»4 18( 

Madison C6urt House, Ya.. ...' ••••. t «••••«.. •••«.«• •• 145 

)Miidison (Jhiverslty, Hamilton, N. Y . • . • • ,<, ^ ^ ....;•.••••••. ^ ..• 83 

Mahan, Asa. . .' •......'.....•... ••«.«•••• ••..•• 171 

Maine ...J.^.. '....,...,. ;w.., 6,10 

Maine Historical Society!. • .••.!...• J .. ^ •.•.•.,..«•,•.....,«..«• ^ ^ •<«• ».4»«. • 8 

Malbone, John ••••'•.•••. • ».....•••••«•• 51 

|(i&nning, James. . r •.'••• . ... . • • • • • • •••••^ •••»....•*•• .54 

Manton, Aixiasa.. ............ .■••••............ ..i.. ,, •••,. ••«•••» (S 

Manufactureirs' and^ Village Librarjr, Great ^alls, N . H. • . .. . . .^ .. . • . • •••••• U 

Barchant, Henry. ...'..•...«.........! ^ ......... ^ .••••«•«.. • 51 

arietta, Ohio ^ * ITS 

Mariner, William .,.......,•... 1€4 

Marion, Ala . .^ • ..•..•••••• ..^ .,.. « «,••.•• • 159 

Marion County, Ky. ., ^ «.•.,«•••« • < . «• • j|i8 

Marsh, Gredrge P. '........••.......... , 10 

Marshall College, Mercersbiirgl Pa.. .......... ^... «•••••••• 112 

Marshall, .T.U.... .;......,.•.,.........-.... • M8 

Marshall, Mrs. Lucy. • ^ ••••».• • lU 

Maryland .^ 139 

Maryland Historical Society .......•••••• •• 154 

iuaryviiici, A enn ...•.•..•.•...••■..•••.....•...«i^^.,^».*».^. .••••%«•«»•••••*• Jv4 

Masonic College,' Palmyra, Mo. • • . ... .... ^. ...•••;•«••••••••....* ..'' 189 

Massachusetts. ••.'.'... . .'. .'.'.. ......... . . ... .......... e .. ^... ••••• •• 17 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, Mass ; . • 96 

Mather, Cottbh ^.. *..,., ,...,* 4€^47 

Mat her Li brary • ....;... ^ ^ ........«•«••.• ^ .••••• « • 46 

Mayer, Frahcis B • • •.....•.......••.••. ^^^ 135 

llixwell, Winiam.. ....•,.. ........^... , 147 

l^jteadyille, Penn. ••........•.•..'.. ......^•.... .......... ...<••.....•.... .« Ill 

Means, James. •'•'•... . ...... . ... ........ .... ................ ^. ....««. ^.^ • • 37 

Meany, E. J. w. . • 148 

^lechaoics' Appirehtices* Library, Boston, Mcubs ..^......^.^^^...t^....*. • fi7 

lechanics' Association, Providence, R. I ...'..... .....j. ^.. €1 

lechanics' Institute, Baltimore, Md.' • • ...••««. 136 

teciftuiics' Institute, Lancaster, Pa Ill 

lechanics' Institute, New York, N.Y • ...^ w 96 

lechanics* Institute,' Salem, Mass 41 

Mechanics* Institute,' Worcester, Mass ..••••..,•.••• 48 

Mechanics' Library, Newport, R. I .....•••• ....• 53 

Mecklenburg Co., "Ya.. • 149 

Mtdical College of Georgia. 157 

Medical ColliBge of Ohio. ,...,. *.............. 170 

Medical College of South Carolina. • • • ••.•....«.....«•.. 154 

Medical College, Harvard TJniTersity ..•.•••.......•^« ; 36 

M^co Chkar^lc»d'&k>dety^Bf4timojre|^ ]S6 



mms^ M 



Meehan, Jobn. S. ..«.«••;•• • ;...... 

Wechan, C. H. W ; ,;. 

Melville, Thomas ; 

Mercantile Library Association, New Ydrk 

Mercantile Library Associntran, St. Louis. 

Mercantile Library, Baltimore.' ..•••.•< 

Mercantile Library, Piiiladelphia. • .•••'•. 

Mercersbur^, Pcnn... .......... 

Mercer University, Qa • • . . . 

Meriden Village, PIaii.field,N.H 

Merrill, James... 

Methodist General BibHcal Institute, Concord, N. H 

Miami University, Oxford, Ohio '..............•.. 

Michaux, Andrg. . • ; 

M ichigan ••...... 

Middlf'bury, Vt ; , . . , , , . . . , 

Middlesex Mechanics* Association, Lowell, MasB. ...•.•••• 

M iddletowD, Ct , 

Military Libraries, U. fl. A .............( 

M illedgeville, Ga ..'...« 

Millington, Rev. Dr , .;^\..., 

Mills, Caleb..... • i * 

Minnesota.. .- ....••••.••••••< 

Mission School Library, Yalie Oracis, N. C .... 1. ••».•••• , 

Mississippi .*/.'. •.'....'• • • 

Missouri • . ••'.•• • . • • • • • •'• , .•.••••• •'• . . . . 

Mitchell, William .•.'. /...-. ........ 

Mobile, Ala.... .., •.•••.... '.•'.•••.. 

Moffat, James C «... ... • • ... • • •••'..• • ••.... 

Monroe county, Ind;.. . . • • .V. • .'•• . •'.••••'. •'. • .••• ........ 

Monroe, Mich ^ .V. . • . • \< 

Monterey, California .'.......•....'.... . .'. . . • • , 

Montgomery County Library A'SBociation, Rocktille, Md. . . 
Monticello Female Seminary, ill. •.•.••..•• • . .....•• ... . • . 

Montpelier, Vt ••......'• .'. • • • • . .'. •««•• 

Moore, Jacob B • . • • 

Morton, Joseph .'.. .....V.... 

Mount St. Mary's College, £!mm6t8bui|f, Md . • .'. . • < 

Mount Yerncn Society, Ckestertown, Md. • , . . 

Mor&eesborough, Tenn... • • .. • ;, 

Murray, Joseph '• .v. •••••.. 

Nantucket, Mass '..•'•..••'.•.••.•.••«.••< 

NashTille, Tenn • . .. . . . , . , ..•. •••.;•.....••. 

National Institute, Washington, D. C • ... ...••< 

Natural History Society, Harvard Unirersity. ..'.., 

Naval Hospital, Pensacola, Fla '. •'. ......'..' • . . . .', 

Navy Department Library, Waahingtoii, D. C . . . . . ... .,.'.". 

Nevin, John W., D. D • 

Newark, Del .,......'•.••.....,., 

Newark. N. J •.• ..•...•... . . .■."... . , 

New Athtns, Ohio. .-. .-.•• ..... .•,-. , .* ••...■..., 

New Brunswick, N. J •. .'. . . . . .•.'. ...,...• ' , 

Newbury, N. Y • 

New Castle, Del. . . , ........'. , 

New England Genealogical Association, Boston ..' , 

New Hampshire ,,..■ , 

New Hampshire Conference Seminary, Northfield, N. II. • • . 
New Hampshire Historical Society, Contord, N. H .•••... , 

New Hampton, N.4i. •.'....••.... , 

New Haven, Ct ;. 

New Ipswich, N. H 4. ..••.• 1 

New Jersey , , 

New Jersey Historical Society, Newark, N. J , 

Newkirk,J. C 

New Mexico .....' , 

New Orleans, La , 

Newport, R. T "..... 

Newton, Mass •« . .v, ,• ■, ,•« , 

New York Stata. . . . ; , . , . ... .,,,•. , 

New York Acsdemy Hbrarief .-. • • • • '• ..v. •.*••'•*• • , 



202 INDEX. 

N^w York city ."♦: * ^ 84 

Wew York Historical Society ',.,'.,.,, 99 

New York Hospital 94 

New York State Affr'icultural Society :...............;... , 79 

Nichols, W 53 

Norristown, Pa , 112 

North Bend, Ind .'.' , 177 

North Carolina • ... 148 

Northern Academy of Arts and Sciences, Tlanover, N. H 13 

Norlh«eld, N. H .; ^. 14 

Northumberland county, Va . 145 

Norwich,Vt ...'..,. 17 

0akes, Abner .....'...,.,.,.. • • , 7 

Oajcland College, Claiborne counfv, Miss. .....'.......*. 161 

Oakland Female Seminary, Hillsborough, Ohio 172 

Oberlin, Ohio. 173 

Observatory Library, Washington, D. C... 142 

O'Calla^han, J..... 47 

Odd Fellows' Library, Baltimore 136 

Dgilvie, Jam^s ..'....'...'..,.. .....,......,"..'. 52 

Ogflethorpe University", Milledgeville," Ga.". .' ......'...*... 157 

Ohio ;.......... 168 

Ohio Mechanjcs' Institute, Cincinnati, Ohio .......,■....■..■ . .' .'..'........ 170 

OWo Weslevan University, Delaware, Ohio.'. ......\' .'.........••• • 171 

Old ColoMy Pilgrim Society, Plymouth, Mass.. v.* 38 

Orknge, N.J ..........;........;.........,.. 106 

Orteon ......V. ............... .....* .., 187 

Orphan Asylum, Cinclfihati, Ohio.* '. .■, ".'. ..V. . .'. .* . .'. . .'. 170 

Osgood, Samuel ...,'.....■...''.'..'.,.,.'.'........'......'...'..*.'..'....*.... 69 

Oxford, Ga , 158 

Oxford, Lafayette county, Miss ... . . . .' '. . ... .'.'.*. .. .'. . . .'. '. 161 

Oxford, Ohio... ;..'... ...• '........'."......;..*........;....'. i73 

I'ackard, Alpheus S... . .^'. . ... ..... .... ...'..'...•• ... ... ••.'».. ....,.' • . .• 8 

Packard, Prof ....................; .....,........^ 144 

Palmyra, Mo. . . . . . . . . . . ..•,'. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . .'. ••.••••. 1?^ 

Pariah Library, Cambridgepart, M ass. ......'...'...•.'.'..'..........'............•'. 36 

Parker, Nancy F. ...,.;....,... 17i 

Parkersburg, v a. ..... ... ..... . .". ,". . , . ... .'..'.', • , ♦.'.. 145 

PatcntOffice, Washington, D. C ......................^ 140 

Patterson, Lemuel B.. ..'.... . .'.*.'.'.'.....'......... ....' 166 

Palton, John W. ... . . . . . . ....*. . . .'. .•..-.•.*.;. . . . .-. . . . .'. .;. i_ 161 

Peabody, Nathaniel. .'.*. ..... ....".■..*. .'..*./.. . . . . .V. . . . ... . .'. ♦. ... H 

Peace Society, Bowdbifi Co1l€ige,'Biruii8wick, Me. .'.'.'. . , ,.',.... . . . • .^ •• 8 

Pearson, Jonathan .".'. .'.*. . ,'...'.■.'. .... .". . ..... .'.,.'."....*.♦•'. • .»♦ ••'.••...••.••. 99 

Pease, Calvin. ....... . . . .' '•....'...'....'..•.•....••».«•••..•..•••••• ' 16 

Peirson, Edward B. . . . . ... V.'. .'.'. . ... ... ...........•.'........•.. 41 

Pehnfield, Ga.. ....:.... ;..:.......V...........;.::..V/,...;... .158 

Pennington, Samuel H*.'. . . . ..'.■..'..,.'.*.'.■.'. .............. J ••.••• • • • ^^ 

Pfehnsylvania.. ....■.'.'.*.■..'...'.■..'.*.■...',*.*....'.•.'.......'.*......... •.•••• . •1^'' 

Pennsylvania- Collegisi Gettysburg, Pa. ."..,'. .'.",'.. ..... • . .'. . . . . .". - .. lt^9 

Petmsylvania Hospifai; Phfladelptia, Pa ..V.. .'....'.... .■.■...'.*..... 126 

Pen^acola, Fla.. . . . . . . .... . . . . ... . . . . . . ,". . . . ..... . . .... . .V.V. . . ... , . . . . 1 , , . . ; 160 

Peucinian Society, Bowdoin CoH^e, Brunswick, Me.V. .V.*.'. . .,'.*., . ... .' ... .-^ . .> . 8 

P.hi Beta Kappa Society; Harvard 'University.*. . . . . .'.'.,* '.'.".. . .'. . ."..',....,.., 3fl 

Philadelphia, Pa ............•.......'.. y..'....^ .....;..'...^... Hi 

Philadelphia Library .'. . . . . .'.*. .*.'. .'. .'. •.••••• • • •. r ♦ • . 129 

Philadelphian Society, Kimball Union Acaderifi jr , N. H !. . .*. ^ . . .».««.'.,. ^ ...... «i. . . - 14 

Pbiladelphian Socief y, Middlehnry College, JSJiddlebary, Af t . . ..•.^-•^' ^r • ^^ 

Philprmenian Socfely, BrOwn University..... .",.."...... .... .......*....,%....... 6d 

PnillipiS Arade;my, And over; Mass'. . ."...'. . . . . . .'. . . .,....*. . . ..... ... . ., 1^ 

Phillips Acadenriy, Cxtvfer, N. H. ••'.••. 19 

P^'lologian Society,* Wiriiam's CoUege; . . .V. .•.'.'.■..'...■..■.. .'.V. .1 .'. ..'..'. .". . . 48 

P.hilomavhean Library, Trertt6ri,N. J.*..... *........'..:,',<*.•....',. i-. 1*>7 

! I'lillomathesian Society, 'Middl^bury College'. ..... 1 ... . . . . . 1 w . . 1.61 

! ^hjlophysian Society, Br6wn University....*. .... .'.'. ,'. . .....'. •• *••• •. • •/•,••••• ^• ^^ 

i i*Allosophical Library; Sal«rti', Mass .".'. .'. .".'. . .*....'..*.'... ............. , 39 

'. ?nllotechnian Sodety,' Wilkailas College'.'.*. . .',.•'....".*..'. ... ........ . .... ....->. . 4J8 

Pickering, John. . . . ". . .-.. . . .... .. .V; .'. . .. . . .... .V. .•...'. ;.•...•.•...•.•.'.•.';.:. . ..;• 59 

pickcrinr, Hob. T.......* '.....v.....v..v..;....y.;..y....;.;...^;..;.v.'./....■..,.. .. • h 

•,.l ' .•*•«..• >i ...,•, ...I. r,T ..I. - 



I^O^^ 1208 

Page. 

Pittsburg, Pa , »• . 130 

Plumer, WiHiam ;.;;...;.....;;......;.;:;......: /. 11 

Plymouth, Mass ; ' '. S8 

P© mr oy , Rct . S. L ..............■...;.............. 98 

Pond, Enoch :.:;... 7 

Porcellian Club, Harvard UniTcrsity 35 

Porter Rhetorical Society, AndoTer, Mass ..•..;.. 18 

Portland, Maine ; . . ; : 8 

Portsmouth, N. H ....;.;.; ;...;....;....;.;.....«•'•...;».• 14 

Portsmouih, R. I..- ........;.... ^ ;; 63 

Poughke«>p8ic, N. Y i ; . , .;.;.." 98 

Prescott, Generd ...■.,..;....;....•....;;,.,.;...,...... 51 

Prince, Rev. Thomas ;..,.;...,.;.;.;... :....:..........: • 30 

Prince Edward county, Va. ...........; •.■..*...; ". 145 

Prince Library, Boston.. .;.'...' .; .....'...■.., «• 30 

Princeton, N. J ;. ..;;....;;.•...... 106 

Princeton, Caldwell county, Ky.;. ...;;.;.. ..;.. ..::....^...: 168 

Printers' Readrn^-room and Library, New York city .;...;..;.;....... 96 

Proctor, John W. .....,.; ;.;;;,.;. .^; ;..;... '. ; ; . ; 41 

Providence, R. 1 . , .-.•...; ;.....;....., 53, 6^ 

PruntyiowB, Taylor county, Va ...•...•....;.... ; . . ; :: 146 

Public — definition of the word in connexion with libraries. . ....;......:. •••• 4 

Public School- Libraryi New Orleans; ..; .•;....•.:..•;;:.:.'......;.: ; ".;... 162 

Rahleigh,N. O. .• 149 

Ramsey, Alexander ,- , ,*. /. . . . . , . . .... . . . . .'.'..•. . : 187 

Ramsey, W. B. A .;...;....;..;;..;..;..; •.;;;;;;.;,;.::;....,....... 164 

Randolph Macon College, near Boy dtown, Va; ;.;:.;.-;.:.;..':;'.:..*;.'. 143 

Ranney, Martin . . ; : ;:...;;;..;;;;;;....:;;;.;;:.;;::*.;;:.•..• 69 

Rappahannock Academy,/Va. .■.•;.;.'... ^ ;.;;;.'.'.'...;;;..':.:;.'.:::....•'•••... . 143 

Ravenhill, Lcfroy.- .;......,......•..;; .•.•; .;.,,. . .•.;..•. .* ,'.•;. ;;.;.. . '. . . .... • • •* ^4 

Rector Collejre, Pruntytownj Va. ...;;..:.;....;.;:;;::;:;:..::..'..;;. ; • . 146 

Redfield, William C. .♦.-... . . , . v., .-. .... . . . . . . .v.. .'. ...•..........;'..... 69 

Redwood, Abraham .....■....;....;;..;....;.:;........;.:::,:;;.....:::.... 49, 51, 53 

Redwood Library,- Newport, Mass ..;..:..'..;.;:;....'.:.;;.;:.' .:.....'... 48, 49 

Reed, William B .;*..;;......;.............•; :. 130 

Rhode Island. .-. .'. .*. ... . . ..-.•... .'..•..•.'.. ; ^S 

Rhode Island Historical Society.-. . . ....... . . . . ..'..-.• 61 

Richards, 0. S; .;:....... ^ ..;;<.';;.-.-.;.-..;..;...;;.. ..-.,.... 14 

Richards, William .•,..;.•.•...•.•,. w ...■..•.'..•...■..■..;.■.•;.....,..•:..;;.;..,■...... ^ ' 55 

Richardson, Jacnb. ........'••■ ^ ;....;.-.:;•;;;.-.....'....:..'....';...*...;.:.'.... . . 51 

Richardson, Wilson G v. .-. .'.•.•.. . ..■.'.•.'.•..•... .■.'. . . .'."•. .... ,', .'. .". . .v. ... • • 160 

Richardson, W. H . ,♦ •. .v,-. . . . .-.•. .'. .•.*... ,,., 146 

Richmond, Va.' .-. .'.'. •. . .*. .•. • . . .•..'.'. ..•.•.. '....'..«........ 146 

Ridgely, Divid.. .t. ..'..*. .;.... 13*^ 

Robbins, Asher .-. ,-. ..... . . .*. . ...■..■. ...... . .•.•.•.*.*:'.■.•.'.*.•.*.•.•... . . , .■.'.'.'.. • 54 

•EVvyUQlilWf JCif. JLfi K^ .... I. i...........^.*. ...... ...... ...a. ............. .•«•••. XV 

Robbins, Thomas - •. .-. . .-. .• •..•. . , .-. .-. .'. . . .•.'.'.*,•.'. . . .*. . . ...'... 67 

Robie, Edward •,.. ..•....•..,.•,..•.■..'....•....; 18 

Robinson, Edward.-. . . ...... .-. ... . . . .•..•.•. . .-.•, .-.•. . .•..-. . .•.'.;.... . ; ,..;.... 93 

Rochester, N. Y , .• .•..-. 9'§ 

Rockville, Md ...i ;...;...;...;.;..... ..;.....•....•... ^ 137 

Rocs, John ..-..-...-...-.-.....•...-./.-......•.'... ....'•'•'..' 166 

Rogers, S.S...- ......;... 1 r<7 

Romney, Va .•...•.-.....■.........;.. .,.' ..»..;... 147 

Rorer, David . . . ... . . .-. . . ......... ..-. ••. . . , .-. : 186 

Roxbury, Ma«8.. . ......... .-. . . .-..,. .-..•. .*.♦.•.•.•, .'.•.-.■. .-..•.. ^ 38 

Rumford Society, Harvard Unirersity... ....;...•;.*;.;.•.'.•..•.•...■.. i .., 35 

Rust, Lucian. . ^... ; :.......•• ••.•'•'••-.-..•.';.' •••••........ 109 

Rutgers College, Brunswick, N. J .... ..j.,,.. .;.;.•......;.;.... ...... 106 

Rylund, Robert.. . .•.•.•,.•.•..•..,■, .,..-. .,.•..•.•..•.-, ...*. ;.;. . . . . ..•.'..;.•.•. ...'.... ... 147 

Saeltzf r, Alexander... ■. .-. ........ . . ...... .-. . ..-..•.•. , ... .*. . .. . . .'.•.•.•. . . . ,,'.',,: ... 9^ 

Sag^e, Silas. . . ....■.•....-.•.■.•.•..-.•.-./ tf.-« ......'.*...-...••., ^..' ......;.. ;^.... ' 63 

Sager, Abi^am .....•..-....• .*,'.' •.•.•,■. . . . , .-. . . .'. ....;.;'. . . . ..... ... . . 163 

Bt. Anthony Fall, Minneeota.. .....■.•......-.-.-.'•*.'.'•...-...•..'...;.'..*.'..'... ...... ' \&]i 

Si. Au^stijr.e, Florkifl .-..'..•..•. .-....-• a; .-.'..'• ..•.•....*.•.• .•.•.•..;;; 1< 

Bt. Charles College, Palmyra, Mo/. . . * ..,•.-. .-,... ,•• .•.••..■.•.•.. .-. . . . . ;.•.•... ....... ' l> 

St. Claire >iinty. III .•.-.....■..■..•. .. .■ .•.'.-.*. . . ..-.- T 

St.- James Cf^Ueve. Ha^erstewn, Md« •..<..■.•..-...;,■ ^ . ^ .w ..'...;....'...-....'.... . !• 

S<. Jnho^s Church, Portsmouth,- N. H. .■.•.^/^. . .';<.■.-..-.-..•.-.. tf... '.;......-.- 

Bi. Jobn^s Colleg^e and St. Joseph 'b Seminaryj Pordham-, Nv Y« ^ ^ .•.;•.<.•••.••••. • ; 



f • . 1 # • * 



iKW HTOEX. 

St. John'i ColTcM, Annapolii, Md .....'....„.. m 

St. Joaenh'« ColTfge, BarditowD, Kv ; , 10 

St. LoniB, Mo m 

B>. Mary's College, Baltimore, Md , M 

St. Mary's Con«ge,narioncoiinl7,K7 .... Iffi 

St. Marr'd College, CapeGirardcBu, »fo lO 

St. Mary-'iLiUrary, Worth Bend, Ind J77 

Bt. P.-iul, MinncTCla 18J 

ft. Paul's Cnttege,Flu8h!nB,N.Y,,..- :. 81 

St. Philip's College, Detroit, Mich 18) 

Si. Xavler College, Cinciiuuiii, Ohio ....,., IB 

a*lem, Aloni a 

SsJem, N. C M 

Sanborrtton Bridg*, N. H 15 

■Sandy Spring Library Company, Rocbrjlle, Md.. W 

Sanford, Lewis H.... ..;. ; 9C 

fianforcl.a. P , U8 

Surgenl, Phineaa 81 

Sa.BS*. C. C 97 

Savannah, Gb L.Jk.. VB ! 

Sawyer, William, ir , , U 

BchoreMady, N. Y 9S 

Schmurker, S. S IW 

School Libraries, Maine..... ;..■ .', ]0 

School Libraries, N.H........... ,.: , IS 

School Libraries, Mass...; 48 

School I.ibr«rk«,R.r..„.:..;..;.... ■. d 

BehoolLibrBriei,N.T...... ;.,..; ; 108 

Sehbol LibrariM, Mich. , IBS 

Sehoit, Aofhoay ; ; 179 

Schweinilz, E. A. ds .* H> 

BaB»,Bame«. ; St 

Baui, Darid 17 

Sharp, GraDTilla ; ; 55 

ffliaw.ac.; ;;...; m 

Bheafe, Jamea Edward...' ,. .' ', IS 

Shelby Collide, Shelbyrille, Ky , 16S 

Sherman, Josaph i „,,.,. .*.. ,..., 168 

Sherman, S. S , 159 

ShoHon, John ; 138 

Shnrileff College, Upper Alton, HI. ,'. .' IBO 

Sibley, John L ;. 34 

Sigourney Library, LagaDsport, Tpd ITS 

Smcid,M. J.........!...V..;. 148 

Smith, F. a.. „, 168 

Btaitii, PrsnciiH..: ; i 145 

Smi'h.John J 118 

S«nlih,J. Spain 135 

^ifh, Thoma*. 10 

Smith, Thomas L ..:;... 79 

Smith, William .„: 139 

Smithtioniin Inatiiution, Wuhingion, D. C , 14t 

JineU,E. S 17 

Social Fnnernity, Nsw Hampton, N. H ...'. 14 

Social Friends, Dartmoulh Cqllege ,..'. It 

Social Law Library, BoBion ,.,... .,,.,... 99 

Social Library, a.leni, Maes 39 

Social Libraries, Moas... ." 48 

Somers, K. Y 99 

Sqqll, Gideon L 18 

South Carolina. 149 

eoulh Carolina College, Columbia, 8. C » liS 

South Hanover, Ind 17« 

Bouthwick, R. C 98 

South wick, Solomon 53 

fpooner, Wing '. 

pring Arbor, Mich 184 

Springfield, III 178 

Springfield, Ol-.io , ,. . 174 

Spring Hill, Ala .....: "l^ 



INDEPC. aOB 



/ .1 



Page. 

State Department, Washir^nn, D. O.. ••••••.•••.•••. 139 

State Normal School, New York 78 

State Library of Maine, Aogueta., v. •...•••.•...••.•.. 6 

State Library oF New Hampshire, Concord. • • • • • • 11 

State Library of Vermont, Montpelier t i,,, 17 

State Library of Manachusetts, Boston • fU 

State Library of Connecticut, Hartford • •• 67 

State Library of New York, Albany, N. Y 73 

State Library of New Jersey, Trenton ....;. •••t.. ••« • 107 

State Library of Pennsylvania, Harrisbmig^ 119 

State Library and Law Library of Delaware, Dover 131 

State Library of Maryland, Annapolis : . • • 139 

State Library of Vir^nia, Richmond • ••..•• 14B 

State Library of North Carolina, Raleigh • 149 

State Library of Florida, Tallahassee 160 

Slate Library of Mississippi, Jackson. . . . .^ ;..;.••••••.•.•••••'. '. . • . 160 

State Library of Louisiana, Baton Rouge' .-T.. • • • • • 161 

State Library of Texas, Anstin.. • 162^ 

State Library of Tennessee, Nashyille 164 

State Library of Kentacky, Frankfort •••.... 166 

State Library of Ohio, Colambus • 171 

State Library of Indiana, Indianapolis. •••••... . If6 

Slate Library of Illinois, Sprin^eld •.••.. 178 

State Library of Missouri, JefiSrson City • • 181 

State Library of Michigan, Lansing ; ,,', • • • r • . . 184 

State Library of Iowa, Iowa City ' •' • ^ 185 

State Library of Wisconsin, Madison • 186 

Stelle, E B ; 139 

Stetson, John • ; ••••...... 26 

Stevens, Henry, sen / 17 

Stevens, Henry, jr • 2L 

Stevens, Kobert .- • . . .* 51 

Stiles, Ezra ..., 50,51 

Stockton, L.R. P...; 98 

Scoever, M. L 110 

Stowe,C. E ; 169 

Street, Alfred B .• 17 

Steubenville, Ohio • .' « 174 

Sijminerfield, John ......< 68 

Sumner, Chai'les ; • 3.6 

Sunner, John S • > 13i 

Swan,C ;.. •. 98 

Swann, Richard .' 13d 

Swatam Literary Association, Jonestown, Pa. ; • IJO 

Tallahas8«e, Fla .....;.., 160 

Tatlock, John i ; 42 

Taylor, A. D , 178 

Taylor, John 1^ 

Taylor, O.iver A 18 

Tennessee , . . ; 163 

Xerritorial Library, Minnesota. • 187 

Texas 162 

Theological Society, Bowdoin College, Me ^ • ...•••« 8 

Theological Seminary, at Bangor, Me. ^ '.....•.... X 

TheolOifical Seminary, New Hampton, N. H ; • . • 14 

Theological Seminary, Gilmanton, N. H .' • 12 

Theological Seminary, Newton, Mass. ...'.•••• 38' 

Theological Seminary, Andover, Mass : ^ ......,..,.• IB- 

Theological Institute, Windsor, Ct ; • • ••••?.«• 64 

Theological Seminary, Hnrtwick, N. Y , ^ . • • • • . .,« S% 

Theological Institute of Episcopal Church, New York ^ ............ t • • 94 

Theological Seminary Associate Reformed Church, Nbwburg, N. Y ^4 

Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J .....«• 106' 

Theological Seminary at Canensborg, Pa.. .'..' lOSt'- 

Theological Semtttary, Lutheran Church, (Gettysburg, Pa. » • • 110; 

Theological Seminary, Pittsburig. Pa....;..*.;; ...., 13(t 

Theological eemmary,*German Reformed Synod' of N. America, Mk<*(ieysburg, Pa. . 1 12 

Thtological Seminary, Evangelical Lutheranr Church, S. C: .•.'........ }56. 

Theological Seminary of die Synod uf SoKth Carolina and' Georgia. liSt 

^oma3,Danford. .*;... ..;.••'• ;;•;;•';;.•;..••••;;;;;.'..;.•.•••;.•..»..•• 16i7 



48, 111 



Th..r»to..B F..... :,.::.....::.. ..:.... 

Tl)lmghast,NicKol4SP, ;.;..;;. 

tiLiinshai.1. John..:.;..:...;;.;: ....;. 

Tillin^haBt, Jbhn L ;..;■.,.... 

?3wnflhipLibrflriM, Mich..'..:.; :..: ;;... 

T.Mdw«it,ThotnMP,.'! ;...... 

Treiiaury Deparitnonl, Waskinglon, D. C..:.. 

Tretiion, N J ;,..,. 

Trinity College, Hanforf; Ct ;..".....;;..:.....;. i 

Troy,N. Y ......;;..... ;;.... 

Tuseaiooia, Ais :....:.;;:..; 

Tuscgmbia, Ga : :.....;;....:..:..;.... 

Tlnderhiii,j.i .;;;.,,....;...;: ; 

Union College, Scheneclady.N.Y;. .■..:.;.■;.." 

fTnion l.ibrai'y, Halborduf h, Pa. . : : . ; J : :......... 

Union Library, WakeHeM, N. H : 

Union Library, Dublin, N. H ;. ;.'.... ;...;.... 

UoFon Thcoti^cai Seminarjr, N. Y :.*: 

■Uninn Theological Seminary. Prince Edward county, Va.. 

Union UnivereVy, MurCreeaboro, Tenn .'." 

Unitarian Church Library, Portamouth, N. H,*, . ; 

XTniied lirothera' Society, Brown Uoiieraily ... ■ 

United PrBternily, Dartmouth College :,:.... 

United Siatta Military Academy, Weal Point, N.T; 

United States Milimry Libraiiea ;..... 

Unied Slalea NbtoI Lyceum, Brooklyn, N. Y ......' 

Spper Alton, 111. .;;....;.,..,.;;...; ; 
fitoo, AnMHl J' ..~'.,,....,, '.,... ; 

Ulah ;. J. :..:.::..: :_..:.:..::.:.: 

Uiioa, N. Y.. 



Valle Cnicifl, Watauga Mutity, 1 
Tan Alstyne, John a. : . : . 



a Alstyne, Ji 

lanitenburg county, Ind. ••• na 

Vandervoorl, John L :.;.*.,.;..; ...;.:,, ^ 95 

Tan Ess. Leantler 93 

Van Remondt, C. K ;. ....;.. 116 

Vatiemare, AlManflte..-..;;;;; .' 7,35,48,75,142, US 

Termoni ;.;.,.;.:;,,,..;; ;..,..;.; le, n 

TsracHi, Thomas :; ;.;.:.:;;.... .' 5i 

Temon, William..'..:...;.: :: 51 

Vincennea, Ind ...;...'. : 177 

Vinton, ThoniBfl...... ;.;....:: : 17a 

Virginia ::.:....: :^.. ..:..; .:. 148 

Virginia Historical and Phildaaphicar Society ......' 147 

VlrEinia Militai7 Insiiiute.:..;.: ;....::....: 144 

"Watiaah Collie, Cni*fordByilIe, Ind. ...:....; .' / 175 

■Wadsworlh, Jamm,. ,,,,., ; .'., 78 

Wakefield, N. H , :....:.. :... IS 

Wake Forest, Va...;,,; 149 

■Walcutt, Thomas :.....:.. : 36,44 

Wallace, John William :.,.....(. 128 

"War Department, Waehinfiion, D. C. .....' , 140 

Warner. Samuel .,...;,,..:;.....' 170 

Waahington, Auguatine ....;.......... 91 

Washington, Geo,, Library of, Boston Athentcuin.: SI 

Washington Col lege, Pittsburg, Pa 130 

Waahipgton CnllcgE, Cheslertown. Md •. 137 

Waahington College. Les in glon, 'Va 144 

Waahingion, Diairict of Cnhimbia :..;,...:... 138 

Washington (MiBsisEtppi) College .';.....:....::. 161 

Waahinswn College, Tenn ,.... 165 

' WaterTille, Me 10 

Waytand, Francis 57 

Weaver, Charlea E 140 

Webh, Dr. Thomaa H .,. 59 

"Webb, Mr. '. 7? 

web«ter, hotsh...:. ;,,...,,,..:...::....:.::.......:„. 97 



INDEX. 207 

\ 

a 

Page. 

'Wesleyan College, Albion, Mich 183 

AVesIeyan Female College, Macon, Gra 157 

Wesleyan University, Middletown, Ct 68 

Westchester, Pa , 130 

Westenbaker, William 143 

Western Baptist Theological Institute, Covington, Ky 166 

Western Reserve College, Ohio .»• 171 

Western Theolo^cal Seminary of the Presbyterian Church, Pa 107 

West Point, N. Y 99 

West Tennessee College, Jackson, Tenn i 161 

Wharton, G.M 159 

Wheatland, Henr/ 41 

Wheeler, Charles 146 

Whipple, Charles J 40 

White, A. P 148 

Whitehead, W. A 105 

Whitney, B. L 36 

Wickham, Samuel 49 

Willard. Joseph 39 

William and Mary College, Williamsburg, Va 148 

Williamsburg, Va ' 148 

t Williams College, Williamstown, Mass 41 

Williams, Horace G 68,70 

Williams, Joseph • 69 

Williams, Philip 139 

Williams, Thomas Hale • 61 

Williamstown, Mass 41 

Willis, William 9 

WUlis,M.Hitt i 177 

Wilson, James P 132 

Wing, M.T.C 171 

Winthrop, Francis B 88 

Winthrop, James Ill 

Winthrop, Thomas L 44, 48 

Wisconsm. .i 186 

Wittenburg College, Springfield, Ohio 174 

Wood, George • 75 

Wood, William 27 

Woodward College, Cincinnati, Ohio 170 

Worcester, Mass , 43 

Wording, W.E 14 

Wright, Elizur 36 

Yale College, New Haven, Ct I 70, 73 

Young, John C 166 

Young Mens^ Association, Albany, N. Y. •........< < 77 

Young Mens' Association, Buffalo, N. Y 81 

Young Mens' Association, Schenectady, N. Y ^ 99 

Young Mens' Association, Trov, N. z 99 

Young Mens' Association of the City of Mil waukie 186 

Young Mens' Association, Utica, N. Y 99 

Young Mens' Institute, Hartford, Ct ^ . . 64 

Young Mens' Institute, JNew Haven, Ct 73 

Young Mens' Library , Augusta, Ga 157 

Young Mens' Mercantile Association, Cincinnati, Ohio 169 

Young Mens' Mercantile Library and Mechanics' Institute, Pittsburg, Pa 130 

Young Mens' Society Library, Detroit, Mich 183 

Youths' Free Library of the Brooklyn Institute 80 

Zanesville, Ohia. ...... ^ 174 



£rra<um.— Page 35, line S8 from the top, fof '* Williams College" read William and Mary CoUege, 



I ■ 



3 2044 018 821 835 



THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGE 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK I 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 

Harvard College Widener Library 
Cambridge, MA 021 38 <61 7) 495-241 3 




